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Hello Everyone, 

The f i r s t  reasonable r a i n  f e l l  i n  Melbourne l a t e  i n  March and f a i r l y  s t ead i l y  
s ince  t ~ . a l l o w  my gardenzlook re f reshed  and grSeen. However, t h e  r a i n  h p s  not 
f a l l e n  i n  t h e  catchment a r e a s  so we shall probably have water r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  
aonths  t o  come. Should we have heavy f a l l s ,  as happened when t h e  drought broke 
i n  1967, a l l  p l a n t s  weakened by t h e  long dry w i l l  be at r i s k .  That yeas ,  lepto- 
H l ) e n r l \ u n s  were t h e  ch ie f  v ic t ims  and have never r e g ~ i n e d  t h e i r  fcrmer popular i ty .  

I n  December, i n  a desperate  b id  t o  save some of t h e  very  young p l a n t s ,  I 
p lan ted  t h i r t e e n  i n  t h e  garden, none over 10" high. The r e s t  I l e f t  i n  p o t s  
and placed under a l a r g e  apple t r e e ,  p ro tec ted  from t h e  h a r s h  nor th  winds by a 
brush fence. Of those  planted ou t ,  one d ied  but t h e  r e s t  a r e  heal thy,  some 
r e v e l l i n g  i n  t h e  condit ions.  O f  t h e  hundred o r  so under t h e  apple  tree:zgbout 
f o r t y  survived and I do bel ieve t h i s  was due t o  t h e  heavy shade proving t oo  dark 
f o r  most p lan t s .  I n  ; p / . A .  most hakeas grow i n  f u l l  sun and I t h i n k  t hey  need 
p len ty  of l i g h t  t o  grow and flower well. 

HOST POPULAR SPECIES. In  o rder  t o  know which hakeas a r e  l e a s t  grown and buy 
seed when poss ib le ,  I have re-read a l l  your l e t t e r s  and p lan t  l i s ts  and found 
t h a t  t h r e e  spec ies  s tand  out : l a u r i n a ,  p e t i o l a r i s  and s e r i cea  as t h e  most 
grown w i t h  H. purpurea c lose  behind. There a r e  29 spec ies  growing i n  f o u r  o r  
l e s s  number of gardens, and a remarkable 21 spec ies  t h a t  no-one i s  growing. 
A s  mo+s,t q& t h e s e  l a t t e r  specie-% come from cen t r a l  Aufitralia and remote de se r t  
a rea&qt"  i s  not su rp r i s i ng  'cannot get  seed t o  experiment w i t h  . However, 
some come from southern N.A. such as H. do l ichos ty la ,  o l d f i e l d i i ,  f l o r i d a ,  
l i n e a r i  s, l o r an t  h i f o l i a ,  and megalosperma, and it i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t r a v e l l e r s  
l iaie" not c o m c t e d  seed and g r ~ w n ~ f i ~ s - f o r  t hemse~ves.  ' I have H. l i n e a r i  s 
i n  t h e  garden but it  has never flowered and i s  s t i l l  well under a metre t a l l ,  
It has very narrow, toothed leaves  about 1-+&" long, and i s  repor ted  t o  have 
white f lowers.  H. l a s i an tha  i s  another  r a r e l y  grown spec ies  which I found 
i n  bloom jus t  out of Albany on our l a s t  t r i p  t o  W.A. We found a clump of  
severa l  shrubs more o r  l e s s  2 m. t a l l ,  but f lowers were sparse  on a l l  o f  them. 
Th i s  may have been t h e  end of t h e  f lowering season because t h e r e  seemed t o  be 
no unopened buds, and no f r u i t  whatsoever on them. The f lowers  were creamy- 
white and obviously woolly and it looked promising a s  a  garden subject .  In  
compiling t h i s  l i s t ,  I omitted Alf Sa lk in ' s  l a rge  p lan t ing8  at Cranbourne , 
where he i s  t r y i n g  t o  grow e igh t  specimens of each spec ies  i n  a sand dune. , 
3EED FERTILITY I would l i k e  t o  hear from members who have grown hakeas 
from seed kept f o r  severa l  years.  Th i s  was prompted from remarks of  a f r i e n d  
of mine who has confirmed t h a t  seed from many myrtacese spec ies  remains good 
f o r  t e n  yea r s  and sometimes longer. I had some seed of  H. do l ichos ty la  
( i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  may not be c o r r e c t )  co l l e c t ed  i n  W.A. on our  1973 t r i p ,  so 
t e s t e d  it i n  March and two of t h e  t h r e e  seeds p lan ted  have come up. I cannot * 
remember anything about t h e  p lan t  now, but t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t be seeds germinated 
g ive s  me a spo r t i ng  chance t o  f i n d  out.  

BUSHFIRES have been a  grim f a c t  o f  l i f e  i n  Vic tor ia  and South Aus t ra l i a  t h i s  
year  and our hea r t s  &o out t o  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i e s  a f f ec t ed ,  but i n  p a r t i o u l ~ r  
I must mention Ken Stuckeyl s loss .  Ken had t h e  best na t ive  garden i n  Aus t ra l i a  
f e a t u r i n g  p ro t  eaceae specie6 u n t i l  f i r e  rjwegt t t~rough deet r o y  ing  his home, 
p.1-deah and h i s  jnvaluable recordt;. Ttke hakeas m a y  regenerate  f rom l i p o -  
t u b e r s  but t h e  ove ra l l  I O R R  i s  d i f f i c u l t  ho cnmprehend. The on ly  good news w s s  
t h a t  Ken and  hi^ wife escaped injury. 

-, Following on from t h e  bushf i res ,  I was surprisec? t o  kc3.r on ABC r ad io  



an exper t  claim t h a t  hakeae were " f i r e  re tardant" ,  and last week another  
speaker p r a i s ed  hakeas f o r  being f i r e  r e s i s t a n t .  I had t bought t h e  f i r e s  
were so  hot t h a t  a l l  vege ta t ion  would have per ished but perhaps t h i s  i s  not so. 

CORRECTION In  t h e  pas t  I have always l i s t e d  H. m i n p a  a s  having cream flowers. 
B i l l  Cane wrote saying he had heard of  pink and r ed  flowered forme and I have 
jus t  had word from W.A.W.S Eastern  H i l l s 1  Branch, t h a t  t h e i r  minyma seed i s  
from pink flowered stock. 

NEWS FROM MEMBERS: 

G r a h a m  F o r s t e r  of Zil lmere,  Brisbane, r e p o r t s  p l a n t i n g  a var iega ted  
form of H; s n l i c i f o l i a ,  he a l s o  has a H. f r a s e r i  over 3m., f i v e  yea r s  old. 

Kaye B a r t l e t t  of J e r v o i s  says  t h a t  last year  f r o s t s  proved f a t a l  t o  a 
number of t h i n g s  but hakeas were h i t  l e a s t  of a l l .  ' H. obtusa w a s  t h e  only  l a r g e  
p lan t  which had any damage and a small one died. O f  a hundred odd small p l a n t s  
t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a b i t  of damage, a number died but some shot away from t h e  base 
and then  died,  I t h i n k  perhaps more from lack  of moisture. A few a r e  s t i l l  
growing but one t h i n g  I f i n d  hard t o  exp la in  w i t h  t he se  p l an t s ,  i s  where t h e y  
were growing wi th in  a metre of each o the r ,  t h e  same spec ies ,  one might d i e ,  
anot-her have t i p  damage and one not touched. This  happened t o  severa l  species.  
Temperatures were down t o  -5 l ,  I f e e l  being on a slope helped but c e r t a i n l y  
t h e  hakeas had t h e  l e a s t  damage i n  t h e  garden." Watering had t o  be kept t o  
a minimum because of  t h e  high s a l t  content .  

Allan Fos t e r  mentions t h a t  he has planned severa l  seed t r i a l s  and when 
t h e s e  a r e  done in tends  doing some g r a f t i n g  experiments w i t h  t h e  young p l a n t s  
an t  o Kunzea ambigua. Th i s  i s  new t o  me Allan, goad luck! 

Pauline Tul ly ,  who has her own nursery a t  Nicholson, (v) ,  has found 
both H. f r a n c i s i a n a  and mult i l i n e a t a  d i f f i c u l t  t o  grow and be l i eves  t hey  should 
have a l k a l i n e  o r  neu t r a l  s o i l  t o  do well.  A plant  of H. f r a n c i s i a n a  was e x i s t i n g  
and d i d  manage one flower spike  before meeting an untimely end when it was run 
over by a salesman. Two H. platyspermas were trampled by an e n t h u s i a s t i c  
customer much t o  her fu ry  a s  she grew t h i s  at Btzlnarring and thought t h e  f lowers  
rat her p r e t t y .  

Frank Pr ichard of  Lockhart, N.S.W., i s  growing H. tephrosperma, a p lan t  
r a r e l y  grown. It i s  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  similar i n  general  t o  H. leucoptera ,  but 
d i f f e r i n g  i n  having curved p o i n t s  on t h e  leaves ,  minutely ha i ry  f lowers  and 
a dark-coloured seed wing. Frank comments on h i s  t h r e e  p l an t s ,  p lan ted  about 
June, 1980, 2.4m x 1.2, 1.2m x 1, and l m  x 1, t h e  l a t t e r  only, has  suckered 
up t o  2m from t h e  p lan t .  4J.1 very  healthy,  t hey  have a very  e r e c t  growth 
whereas I no te  t h a t  Wrigley & Faggl s "Auet. Native Plant  svl s t a t e s  t bat t h e  
p lan t  i s  pendulous w i t h *  branches arching t o  t h e  ground." 

WELCOME TO N E W  MEMBERS: Mrs. Pauline Tul ly ,  Rhys Wright, M s  Dianne Culgan, 
Paddy V. Lightfoot ,  J.E.Rea1, C h r i s  Duffy, Frank Prichard.  

SUBSCRIPTIONS f o r  1983 ARE NOW DUE. I have had t o  r a i s e  t h e  subscr ip t  ion t o  
0 due t o  t h e  hieher  p r i n t i n g  and pos t a l  charges. 

SEED BANK P lease  send a S.A.E. w i t h  r eques t s  f o r  seed. Spare seed i s  welcome. 

Amplexicaulis (1-2m), bucculenta (2-3m), commutata (3- m), cor iacea  (2-3m), 
cor.ymbosa (1-2.5m), c r i s t a t a  (up t o  2.5m), cyclocarpa 4 1-2m), cyc lop te ra  (1-2m), 
daa ty lo ides  (2m), e r i a n t  h a  (7m), f l o r u l e n t a  ( ~ m ) ,  g i b b o ~ a  (1-2m) l au r ina ,  
l eucopte ra  (3m), l issosperma (3m), e r inacea  (1-2m), macrema (3m5, m i n p a  (2m), 
muellerana (1-3m), mult i l i n e a t a  (3m), n i t  i d a  (2-3m), nodosa (2m), o r t  horrhyncha 
(2m), persiehana Q, ~ e t i o l n r i s  (up t o  5m), p r o s t r a t a  (1-2m), purpurea (2m), 
pycnoneura (up t o  3 m ) ,  r u s c i f o l i a  (1-2m), s a l i c i f o l i a  (3m), ucoparia (2-3m), 
smi l ac i fo l i a  (2m), stenocarpa ( lm),  s tenophyl la  (3-5m), strumosa (1-2m), 
t r i f u r c a t a  (2m), u l i c i n a  (up t o  3m), undulata  (1-3m), v a r i a  (1-5m depending 
on t h e  v a r i e t y ) .  

Thanks f o r  seed is  due t o :  Kaye B a r t l e t t ,  Pauline Tul ly ,  Tom Story and 
Graham Forater .  

I hope you a l l  experience good r a i n s  and good health.  

HAZEL BLACKNEY 
23 Devon S t r e e t ,  

Eaglemont , 3084. 
- - 


