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Dear members. 

                         Our climate is seldom still, from floods in North Queensland to bushfires in Victoria. 

Fortunately our native plants have evolved to deal with it. Here at Elliminyt in Victoria, after good 

late spring rains the clouds dispersed and we have had some very hot days in January and February. 

Most of my Hakeas have withstood a day of 45 degrees C which was very hot. January 2026 rainfall 

was 1mm and in February 9mm. However, prior to this I had lost a Hakea auriculata and  a Hakea 

anadenia. Both probably died from too much root competition from other plants.  

Early budding up of Hakeas. 

                           Some Hakeas seem to bud up not long after they have flowered, for next year’s 

flowering season. The grass-leaf species in particular, multilineata and francisiana  Also Hakea 

recurva ssp recurva, Hakea scoparia ssp trycherica, and the three ssp. of H petiolaris. 

Grafting success. 

                           Thanks to Ian Evans’ grafting talents I now have Hakeas arborescens, chordophylla, 

pulvinifera and persiehana all going well. Hakea pedunculata is not looking that well but has put out 

new leaves. Climate-wise it is tropical and likes moist soils so may prove difficult to successfully 

grow. It gives great pleasure to have these species in the garden. All I have to do is wait patiently for 

them to get big enough to flower. Ian has grafted another lot of Hakea species, which should be 

ready for sale in a couple of months. 

Hakea divaricata. 

                          This species from central Australia has so far proved difficult to grow here at Elliminyt. 

They seem to put growth on and then it dies back with new growth then coming from the base. This 

would suggest to me that our climate and soil type are not right for this species. Perhaps grafting is 

the way to go. 
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Members  gardens 

                         Recently  I had the pleasure of visiting the Raleigh garden at Wartook in the northwest 

area of the Grampian Ranges in Victoria. Royce was the first leader of the Hakea Study group and 

they have grown Hakeas there for nearly fifty years. Old specimens of Hakea francisiana etc. were 

still alive but had needed some pruning as with age branches had died. Still it was pleasing to see 

just how long Hakeas could live for. Down in their sand area I saw plants of constablei and dohertyi  

which were some 3 m tall and in good health despite the long hot summer. The sand is deceiving but 

underneath there is moisture and all their Hakeas and Banksias were thriving. Other Hakeas I saw in 

the sand bed were aculeata, Ilicifolia, strumosa and minyma.     

 

Hakeas of Sydney and Blue Mountains area 

                       In this issue I want to say something about the Hakeas that grow in this area. In my 

garden they have all survived and flowered but do need some summer watering as the Sydney 

region whilst quite warm to hot in summer does also get regular rainfall. The Hakeas that grow in 

this area are bakeriana, constablei, dactyloides, dohertyi, gibbosa, laevipes, salicifolia, pachyphylla, 

propinqua, sericea and teretifolia. I encourage you to try these species in your garden where climate 

and soils have some compatibility. So far they have shown tolerance to moderate frosts down to 

minus 4 degrees C.  

Hakea bakeriana 

                       This species grows near the coast in sandstone type soils between the Hawkesbury 

River and Newcastle. It grows to about 2m high with a lignotuber and has lovely bright green foliage 

3.2-11.5cm long and diameter 0.8-1.5mm. The flowers are a deep pink from May to September and 

appear on older wood. The seed capsule is quite large, ovate 4.5-7cm long x 3.3-4.5cm wide with a 

pustulate surface. It can be found in low scrub and heathland but is being confined to National Parks 

as unfortunately housing  development is encroaching on its range. It has moderate frost tolerance. 

Hakea constablei 

                        I originally saw this species growing on the edge of a cliff face on the road out to Bell in 

the Blue Mountains. It forms a lovely bushy shrub to 6m high and grows in sandstone derived soils. 

The bright green leaves are terete,  3-11cm long x 1.0-1.6mm diameter and the flowers are vivid 

white in Spring in the leaf axils. The seed capsules are large, elliptic shaped with rugose surface and 

dark in colour 4.3-5.5cm long x 3.0-3.5cm wide. The beak is very small. This species grows very well 

for me in our sandy loams and readily sets seed. Frost tolerance down to at least minus 5 degrees C. 

Hakea dactyloides 

                         This species has a much wider distribution, extending from far east Gippsland in 

Victoria up along the coast and adjacent ranges through to the Queensland border. It grows in sandy 

and clay loam soils that are friable and hold some moisture. A small to tall shrub to 4.5m. Leaves are 

narrowly elliptic 4-13cm long x 5-14.5mm wide, cuneate at base and acuminate at the tip, with 

longitudinal veins, 3 above and below with secondary veins reticulate. The flowers are white in 

spring in leaf axils. The seed capsule is obliquely elliptic, 2.5-3.5cm long x 1.7-2.3 cm wide and has a 

smooth surface. Beak small. Grows very quickly here at Elliminyt in sandy loam and needs summer 

watering in dry periods. Pruning is also necessary to keep its shape and reduce the possibility of 

wind damage.  Frost tolerance to at least minus 5 degrees C. 

Hakea dohertyi 

                        A species that exists in a small area of the high Blue Mountains. A columnar type plant 

suitable for a narrow space in our gardens. Where grown by members it has proved to be quite 

adaptable to soil type and tolerant of climates that are not subject to excessive heat in summer.  

Hakea dohertyi can grow to 4m tall but is generally less in gardens and has an open foliage of terete 

trigonous leaves 20-30cm long  x 1.8-2.2mm wide. Longitudinal veins 3 at angles of leaf. The flowers 



are creamy white and appear in September- October. The seed capsules are of medium size, 2.3-

2.8cm long x 1-1.6cm wide, with a beak and smooth surface. 

Hakea gibbosa 

                       A tall shrub to 3m in height that occurs in sandstone areas especially near the sea. The 

leaves are light green, often grooved below, 2.5-8.5cm long x 0.9-1.5mm diameter. A feature of this 

species is that the new growth is grayish in color and hence easily distinguishable from other species 

in the sericea group. The flowers are white and appear in April to July. The seed capsules are 

moderately large, 2.6-4.5cm long x 2-3cm wide. The capsule surface is coarsely rugose with a small 

beak. It does not like extended hot summer periods without rain. Probably frost tolerant down to 

minus 4 degrees C.          

Hakea laevipes ssp laevipes 

                         This is the lignotuberous form of Hakea dactyloides. Of wide occurrence from Green 

Cape to Grafton and in the Great Dividing Range from Bombala to Rylstone. A lignotuberous plant 

which can be low to 3m tall. The leaf can be very variable. Joe Stephens at Cann River in Victoria has 

an upright, long tapering leaf form whereas my plants are low and spreading with rounded leaves 

that comes from the Milton area of NSW. Leaves linear to obovate 5-12.5cm long x 4.5-30mm wide, 

cuneate at base with a rounded or acuminate tip. Longitudinal veins 3-5 above and below with 

reticulate secondary veins. Flowers creamy white November to January. 

Hakea propinqua 

                         A shrub to 5m in height and not lignotuberous. Occurs in the Sydney region in 

Eucalyptus woodland on loamy soils overlying sandstone. Branchlets are longitudinally multi-ribbed 

and can be deep red in colour. Leaves terete 2.5-7cm long x 1-1.3mm diameter. Flowers white, in 

May to July. Seed capsules are ovate- elliptic 3.5-4.5 cm long x 2.5-3.0 cm wide with a coarsely 

tuberculate surface. This species grows very well at Elliminyt in sandy loam and appears to be frost 

tolerant. 

Hakea pachyphylla 

                         A non-lignotuberous species to 2m in height. Branchlets are ribbed and can be reddish 

when young. Leaves are rigid, terete and can be grooved below, 1.8-3.5cm long x 1.1-1.8mm 

diameter. Flowers yellow in August- September. The seed capsules are elliptic 2.9-3.5cm long x 2.3-

2.6cm wide. The surface is tuberculate with a short broad beak. Comes from the high Blue 

Mountains. An easy species to grow in southern gardens and is usually a compact bush.      

Hakea salicifolia 

                         This species has a long coastal distribution, including adjacent ranges, from the 

Queensland- New South Wales border down to Jervis Bay. It is a non-lignotuberous upright species 

to 5m high. Branchlets with several prominent longitudinal ribs. The leaves are narrowly elliptic,      

8-15cm long x 7-17mm wide, narrowly attenuate at the base with an acuminate tip, and without 

cross-venation. White flowers in August to November. Seed capsule is obliquely ovate 2.3-3.5cm 

long x 1.3-2.5 cm wide with raised black pustules on its surface. It likes to grow in moist forest 

locations. Was tried as a street shrub in Albury but failed as summers were too hot and dry. I found 

it difficult to keep alive when living up near the Murray River in northern Victoria. Has naturalized in 

other places of Australia and overseas where climates are suitable. 

The subspecies angustifolia is found in the Hornsby area north of Sydney and is a larger tree to 7m 

and has narrower leaves 4-7mm wide. It grows along water courses. This subspecies grows well at 

Elliminyt. 

Hakea sericea 

                         This is a shrub to 4m tall with ash-white or ash-grey branchlets. It does not have a 

lignotuber. The leaves are spreading , grooved below, 1.3-7.2 cm long x 0.7-1.3mm diameter. 

Flowers are pinkish in bud but white at maturity. The seed capsule is moderately large, 2.5-3.0cm 



long x 1.7-2.2 cm wide with the surface coarsely rugose. The beak is quite wide. This species is found 

in coastal and adjacent ranges from southeast Queensland to Eden in New South Wales. It is also 

found at Anglesea in Victoria but considered introduced there, planted in the early days of 

settlement. A weed in some overseas countries such as South Africa. An easy species to grow in 

sandy to loamy soils.  

Hakea teretifolia 

                         A prickly shrub to 2.5m tall growing along the coastal hills from Coffs Harbour to 

Sydney in sandy to loamy soils. Leaves are rigid, terete,  0.5-7.0cm long x 0.8-1.7mm diameter. The 

flowers are white, appearing in September to February. The seed capsules are very distinctive, being 

long and tapering to a point with an irregular tooth crest about one third up from the base. This 

species has proved to be hardy in gardens but does like some summer moisture. One of my plants 

has set a large amount of seed whilst a second plant set nearly any. I do not know why this happens. 

The subspecies hirsuta grows south of Sydney and as far south as Tasmania and in the Grampians.                           

Tasmanian species 

                          I always thought the endemic Tasmanian Hakeas would need watering in summer and 

show heat stress on very hot days. Yet, Hakeas epiglottis, epiglottis ssp milliganii and megadenia 

have survived here at Elliminyt without watering through many summers and are now large bushes 

which need some pruning to keep them in shape.  So they are a lot hardier than we think. Hakea 

lissosperma has also proved to be very hardy but whilst it occurs mainly in Tasmania there are plants 

in the Victorian highlands in Gippsland. 

Seedbank         

                       Hakea fraseri has set seed again. I have put a net over it so the yellow-tailed black 

cockatoos do not get at the seeds. It does not retain its seeds so I have been picking them as they 

ripen. As it is confined to a small area near Armidale in NSW and is seldom grown by members, I 

encourage you to have a go at growing it.  

                      I now have quite a number of Hakea plants with seeds on them so if you request seeds it 

will be fresh. 

Excursions 

                       My plans for this year include attending the ANPSA conference in Alice Springs in 

August. I also hope to get up to Quilpie to look at the Hakea species growing in that area as they 

have had a couple of years with good summer rains. Then probably in early October a trip back to 

Western Australia to look at Hakeas in the wild especially in the southern areas. If you are interested 

in joining me please let me know.   

Hakea linearis and ruscifolia are flowering again in my garden. They are great plants to have in the 

garden as they flower at least three times a year. We had 14mm of rain at the end of February, 

which is most welcome but missed out on the larger falls north of the Divide. The attached photos 

are of some of the species mentioned above from my garden. There are many plants that need 

pruning, so must get at it. I wish you every success with your efforts to grow Hakeas. 

Cheers, Paul.    
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