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The good  e a r l y  r a i n s  r e c e i v e d  i n  may w i t h  t h e  p r o m i s e  of a  good w i n t e r  
, r a i n f a l l  g a v e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  would  b e  a  good s e a s o n  f o r  w i l d f l o w e r s  

i n  t h e  S o u t h  West o f  W.A. By e a r l y  J u n e  s p e c s  of  y e l l o w  c o u l d  b e  
s e e n  i n  t h e  b u s h l a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  P e r t h  a r e a ,  t h e s e  b e i n g  s e v e r a l  
H i b b e r t i a s  namely H.  H y p e r i c o i d e s ,  H .  S u b - v a g i n a t a  and H.  Racemosa 
a l l  o f  which  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  f l o w e r  t h r o u g h  w i n t e r  t o  s p r i n g .  A s  
H .  H y p e r i c o i d e s  a n d  S u b = v a g i n a t a .  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  d e s c r i b e d  
H e  Racemosa w i l l  b e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  N/L. 

Having s p e n t  a  l a r g e  amount o f  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  t h e  sun  d r e n c h e d  n o r t h  
of W.A. i n  t h e  K a r r a t h a - D a m p i e r  a r e a s  was h o p e f u l  t h a t  I would 
f i n d  Gome H i b b e r t i a s  b u t m n e  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .  
Numerous a c a c i a s ,  s e v e r a l  c a s s i a s  a n d  a l o n g  d r y  c r e e k  h e d s  w e r e  - l a r g e  numbers  o f  s t u r t  p e a s  wh ich  s t o o d  o u t  w h i l s t  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  
of p t i l o t  u s  p r o v i d e d  a  c o l o u r f u l  s p e c t a c l e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  b e i n g  
away f rom home d i d n s t  d o  my c u t t i n g s  any  good ,  amongst them 
s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  H ibbe r j t xa s .  A l s o  t o  t h o s e  o f  you who I h a d  
hoped  t o  s e n d  c u t t i n g  a n d  d i d  n o t ,  t h i s  was t h e  r e a s o n .  

- 
I am g r a t e f u l  t o  M r .  Bob Dixon who i s  t h e  H o r t i c u l t u r i s t  A d v i s o r  
a t  K ings  P a r k  f o r  h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on H . M i n i a t a ,  which you 
s h o u l d  f i n d  mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I a l s o  o b t a i n e d  some c o p i e s  o f  
s l i d e s  which I h a v e  added t o  t h e  s l i d e s  which a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
members , 

YIBBERTIA MINIATA - --- 
Known a s  t h e  " o r a n g e  h i b b e r t i a "  H.($!niata s h a r e s  t h i s  c o l o u r  w i t h  
t h e  w e l l  known H ,  S t e l l a r i s  a n d  an  unamed s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  S t i r l i n g  
Ranges  which c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e s  H .  M i n i a t a .  F lower  c o l o u r  v a r i e s  
c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  p o p u l a t i o n s  which h a v e  d e e p  o r a n g e  f l o w e r s  w i t h  
b l a c k i s h  c e n t r e s  ( a n t h e r s )  v a r y  l i t t l e  i n  c o l o u r .  However, o t h e r  
p o p u l a t i o n s  may h a v e  o r a n g e  t o  y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  w i t h  l i g h t  c e n t r e s .  
Work c a r r i e d  o u t  by  M r  G . J  . K e i g h e r y ,  R e s e a r c h  B o t a n i s t ,  K i n g s  P a r k  
a n d  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h e  d a r k  c e n t r e d  f o r m s  a r e  se l f  f e r t i l e .  
The p l a n t s  r e s p o n s e  t o  f i r e  v a r i e s ,  i n  some l o c a t i o n s  p l a n t s  we re  
k i l l e d  by f i r e  w h i l s t  i n  o t h e r s  new s h o o t s  a p p e a r e d  f rom t h e  b a s e  
o f  t h e  p l a n t  j u s t  b e l o w  g r o u n d  l e v e l ,  s e v e r i t y  o f  f i r e  may b e  t h e  
k e y  i n  t h i s  c a s e .  S e e d l i n g s  a r e  u s u a l l y  v e r y  common a f t e r  a  b u s h  
f i r e .  

P r o p o g a t i o n  - 

S e e d s  - p l a n t s  may b e  r a i s e d  f r o m  s e e d  sown i n  Autumn, g e r m i n a t i o n  -- 
u s u a l l y  t a k e s  3 t o  4  weeks.  O c c a s i o n a l l y  you g e t  g e r m i n a t i o n  t h e  
f i r s t  Autumn o f  s o w i n g ,  however ,  a f t e r  o v e r  summering your  s e e d  p o t  
i n  f u l l  sun  w i t h  n o  w a t e r ,  t h e  s e e d  g e r m i n a t e s  w e l l  t h e  s e c o n d  
autumn a f t e r  sowing .  



C u t t i n g s  - Semi-hardwood c u t t i n g s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  Autumn and  W i n t e r  
s t r i k e  f a i r l y  e a s y  i n  5 t o  8  weeks.  However a f t e r  p o t t i n g  u p  t h e  
losses  a r e  q u i t e  h i g h .  

Growing On - U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p l a n t s  do  n o t  r e s p o n d  v e r y  w e l l  t o  - 
growing  on  i n  p o t s ,  t h e i r  r o o t  s y s t e m  i s  v e r y  s u s c e p t a b l e  t o  r o t t i n g ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  b a d l y  d r a i n e d , m i x e s .  P o t t e d  p l a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  grown i n  
s h a d e  f r a m e s ,  t h e  b e s t  t y p e  o f  s h a d e  seems t o  b e  b roken  s h a d e ,  t h a t  
i s ,  u s i n g  v e n e t i a n  b l i n d  m a t e r i a l  o r  wooden l a t h s .  I p r e f e r  t o  p l a n t  
o u t  s m a l l  p l a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a v y  w i n t e r  r a i n s ,  s o  a s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
them b e f o r e  t h e  o n s e t  o f  h o t  w e a t h e r .  A l t h o u g h  P e r t h s  s a n d y  s o i l s  a r e  
n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  g r o w i n g *  H. M i n i a t a ,  p l a n t s  c a n  b e  k e p t  a l i v e  f o r  
a  f e w  y e a r s  i f  p l a n t e ' d  u n d e r  l i g h t  b r o k e n  s h a d e  and  g i v e n  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  
summer w a t e r  i n g c  S e v e r a l  p e o p l e  ' a r e  s u c c e s g , u l l y  g rowing  H.  M i n i a t a  -- 
i n  t h e  D a r l i n g  Range n e a r  P e r t h ,  whe re  t h e  s o i l s  a r e  a  l o t  h e a v i e r .  
The  o l d e s t  p l a n t  I know of i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  l i v e d  f o r  5  y e a r s .  H .  M i n i a t a  - 
i s  known t o  grow n a t u r a l l y  o n l y  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  J a r r a h  F o r r e s t  n e a r  
Wannanal n o r t h  of  P e r t h ,  w e s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  Most o f  t h e  known 
p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  i n  d a n g e r  o f  e x t i n c t i o n  a s  t h e y  e i t h e r  o c c u r  on 
p r i v a t e  l a n d  which i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  c l e a r e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  p u r p o s e s ,  
o r  on r o a d  v e r g e s ,  However,  I may a d d  s e v e r a l  F a r m e r s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  p r e s e r v i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s  on t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  
t h a t  H .  M i n i a t a  g rowing  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e  i s  q u i t e  r a r e  a n d  i s  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  W.A. Government  G a z e t t e ,  November, 1980  a s  r a r e  f l o r a .  

- 
The h a b i t a t  o f  H. M i n i a t a  i s  u s u a l l y  amongs t  a n d  u n d e ' r l M a r r i '  
E u c a l y p t u s  c a l o p h y l l a  o t h e r  p l a n t s  which  o f t e n  grow i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  
H.  L i n e a t a ,  H .  L a s i o p u s ,  Dryanda  P o l y c e p h a l a ,  Hypocalymma, A n g u s t i f o i i a ,  
G r e v i l l e a  Synapheae ,  P i m e l e a  R o s e a  ( w h i t e  fo rm)  M e l a l e u c a  S c a b r a ,  
P e t r o p h i l e  M e d i  .a a n d  X a n t h o r r h o e a ,  H i b b e r t i a  m i n i a t a  g rows  i n  loamy 
t o  s a n d y  l a t e r i t i c  s o i l  u s u a l l y  o v e r  a  f a i r l y  s o l i d  b a s e  of l a t e r i t e .  
The PH v a r i e s  f rom 5.7  t o  6 . 3 .  The h a b i t  of t h e  p l a n t  v a r i e s ,  i n  an  
open  a r e a ,  young p l a n t s  a r e  o f t e n  b u s h y  a n d  s p r e a d i n g ,  o l d e r  s h r u b s  a r e  
u p r i g h t  i n  g r o w t h  f o r m i n g  i n  an  open  s h r u b  w i t h  o n l y  a  f ew  main b r a n c h e s .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  p l a n t  i s  u s u a l l y  be tween  20  a n d  40cm t h e  t a l l  

- ,if, spec imen  I have  s e e n  was a b o u t  80cm h i g h  i n  a n  a r e a  which  o b v i o u s l y  
had,? een  b u r n t  f o r  many y e a r s .  

N o t e :  D r .  Hougland  who was a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  s c h o o l  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  L -- 
s c i e n c e s  i n  C a n b e r r a  h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r o p o g a t e d  and  grown H. M i n i a t a  
C a n b e r r a .  

H I B B  ERTIA RACEMOSA -- 
A s m a l l  compact  s h r u b  45cm a c r o s s  x  20cm h i g h ,  l i n e a r  l e a v e s  30mm 
i n  l e n g t h  by  5mm w ide ,  The f l o w e r s  on pedunc le s ,S t amens  i n  b u n d l e s  
o f  2 ,  3 o r  5 w i t h  s i n g l e  s t amen  ~ e p a r a t e ~ f l o w e r i n g  p e r i o d  c a n  
commence e a r l y  w i n t e r  t h r o u g h  s p r i n g  a t  i t s  peak  e a r l y  s p r i n g ,  
w i t h  odd f l o w e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  M a i n l y  found  i n  s a n d  a r o u n d  
t h e  P e r t h  a r e a  c l o s e  t o  t h e  b e a c h  i n  s a n d  dunes  and  l i m e s t o n e ,  away 
f r o m  t h e  c o a s t  i n  g r e y  s a n d ,  i n  open  t o  l i g h t  s h a d e .  Some of t h e  
a s s o c i a t e d  v e g e t a t i o n  a r e  e u c a l y p t u s  Gomphocephala  ( t u a r  t )  b a n k s i a  
a t t e n t u a t e ,  f j . m e n z i e s i i ,  a n i g o z a n t h o s  h u m i l u s  - m a n g l e s i i ,  h i b b e r t i a s ,  
h y p e r i c o i d e s ,  s u b - v a g i n a t a  a n d  H u e g e l i i ,  hypocalymma, robusturn,  
p i m e l e a  r o s e a ,  l y s i n e m a  c i l a t u m ,  a n d  p e t r o p h i l e  l i n e a r i s .  



H i b b e r t i a  r a c e m o s a  c a n  b e  p r o p o g a t e d  by c u t t i n g  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  
s u c c e s s .  S e e d s  a r e  q u i t e  s m a l l  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d ,  I have  0 

n o t i c e d  i n  a r e a s  t h a t  have  b e e n  c l e a r e d  numerous p l a n t s  a p p e a r ,  
q u i t e  o f t e n  l a r g e  numbers  i n  a n  a r e a  a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  of a  j a m .  t i n ,  
away f rom p a r e n t  p l a n t s ,  t h e  s e e d s  p o s s i b l y  c a r t e d  t h e r e  b y  a n t s ,  
t h e  same a s  H. s u b - v a g i n a t a  which  t h i s  p l a n t  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e s .  

A n o t h e r  h i b b e r t i a  which grow& n e a r  t h e  c o s t  i s  H e  c u n e i f o r m i s .  I t  
i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i t i s  grown i n d o o r s  i n  t h e  r o y a l  b o t a n i c  
g a r d e n s  i n  Kew i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  s e c t i o n  a l s o  i n  t h e  open i n  Channe l  
I s l a n d s ,  C o r n w a l l ,  S o u t h e r n  F r a n c e ,  I t a l y  and  C a l i f o r n i a .  
H. C u n e i f o r m i s  i s  u n d o u b t e l y  t h e  mos t  commonly c u l t i v a t e d  s p e c i e s  
f r o m  W.A. a n d  grows q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  E.S, 

Is  a n  e r e c t  b u s h y  s h r u b  f r o m  c o a s t l i n e  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  Dar l i ng ,  
~ a i r e n , S t i r l i n g  a n d  E y r e  D i s t r i c t s  o f  W.A. i n  b u s h l a n d  and  

l i m e s t o n e .  The  showy y e l l o w  f l o w e r s  f rom Augus t  t o  F e b r u a r y  a r e  
L 20mm a c r o s s  w i t h  s t a m e n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c a r p e l ,  t h e  f l o w e r s  s u r r o u n d e d  

by f o l i a g e .  L e a v e s  a r e  c rowded  t o w a r d s  t h e  ends  o f  t h e  b r a n c h e l e t s ,  
l e a v i n g  c i r c u l a r  s c a r s  on t h e  s t e m s  when t h e y  d r o p  o f f .  The l e a v e s  
o b o v a t e  t o  l a n c e o l a t e  b e i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30mm x  12mm, s l i g h t l y  
t o o t h e d  a n d  a  f r e s h  g r e e n  c o l o u r .  P l a n t s  grow up t o  2m h i g h  w i *  
a  s i m i l a r  s p r e a d .  Can b e  s e e n  grown i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  ( T u a r t )  
E.  Gomphocephala  A g o n i s  F l e x o s o ,  B a n k s i a  A t t e n t u a t a  and  M e n z i e s i i  
i n  open  t o  medium s h a d e ,  Can b e  p r o p o g a t e d  q u i t e  r e a d i l y  f rom 
c u t t i n g s ,  a n d  s e e d s  which a r e  a b o u t  l m m  i n  d i a m e t e r  g e r m i n a t e  q u i t e  
r e a d i l y  u n d e r  p l a n t s .  

HIBBERTIA SCANDENS ------- 
From Q u e e n s l a n d  and  N.S.W. i s  a n o t h e r  H i b b e r t i a  t h a t  can  b e  f o u n d  
g rowing  c l o s e  t o  t h e  c o a s t  i n  a n  e x p o s e d  s i t u a t i o n  i n  s and .  A 
v i g o r o u s  p r o s t r a t e  20cm o r  c l i m b e r  w i t h  r o b u s t  s t e m s ,  new g r o w t h  
r a t h e r  f l e s h y .  L e a v e s  3 t o  6cm l o n g ,  b r i g h t  g r e e n  l a n c e s h a p e d ,  
s l i g h t l y  s t e m  c l a s p i n g  h a i r y  be low,  s h i n i n g  above .  Gold y e l l o w  
f l o w e r s  6cm i n  d i a m e t e r  and  numerous s t a m e n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c a r p e l s ,  
f l o w e r s  most  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  a t  i t s  p e a k  i n  summer. H.  Scandens  can  
b e  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  mos t  s t a t e s ,  t h o u g h  f l o w e r i n g  i s  n o t  a s  p r o f u s e  
i n  c o l d e r  a r e a s .  H ,  S c a n d e n s  i s  q u i t e  r e a d i l y  p r o p o g a t e d  b y  c u t t i n g s .  
I t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i t  i s  r a t h e r  s l o w  g rowing  i n  t h e  
c o o l e r  c l i m a t e  of  Tasmania .  



H i b b e r t i a s  r e q u i r i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s  : 

A u s t r a l i s  - V i c .  
A n d r e w s i a n a  - W.A. 
C o r  i f o l i a  ? 
C r a s s i f o l i a  - W.A. 
D e n t a t a  - N . S . W . ,  Q L D . ,  V s i c ,  
D e a l b a t a  ? 
G r o s s u l a r i  f o l i a  - W,A. 
L i n e r i s  - N.S.W. 
L o n g i f  o l i a  ? 
P a c h y r r h i z a  - W.A. 

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  G r o u p  T r e v o r  S a d l e r .  

C / -  R e d c l i f f  e C h i l d  G u i d a n c e  
~ ' r i f f i t h s  R o a d  
R E D C L I F F E ,  Q . L .  D .  - 


