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Our third Newsletter is finally underway.

MEMBERSHIP

Welcome to our newest member, Dr. Steven R. Hill from Champaign, Illinois U.S.A. He
is a botanist attached to the Center for Biodiversity of the Illinois Natural History Survey
whose research interests include systematic studies on several Western Hemisphere
genera in the Malvaceae (Mallow Family)

He visited us in March, 2004, working through Dr. Peter Bostock of the Queensland
Herbarium and staying with myself, Colleen and Geoff Keena.

Steven named an interesting variety of Malvastrum in the late 1970’s, with its type from
Middle Percy Island and the holotype located in the Brisbane Herbarium at Mt. Coot-tha.
Specimens of Malvastrum americanum var. stellatum S.R. Hill, were located at Imbil,
inland from the Sunshine Coast during Steven’s field trip.

As I was beginning to write this Newsletter and wishing that we had members from
Tropical Australia, the phone rang with Mr. Walter Wilcox from Bowen on the other end
of the line. He told me that he was fanatical about native Hibiscus and that he had
Hibiscus elsworthii growing. He is coming to visit next week and is eager to join the
S.G. I am pleased to hear about H. elsworthii, as the Qld. Herbarium do not appear to
have a specimen and I was wondering if it still existed.

I would like to see more people growing Australian Hibiscus as I feel that this is the best
way to ensure their long term survival. It is therefore an important aim of this S.G. to
encourage members who are gardeners and to deal in depth with the many aspects of
successful cultivation. Recently I saw very nice specimens of H. Barambah Creek
being offered for sale at Fairhill Native Plant Nursery. I will try and fit in an image of this
impressive species in this Newsletter.

SEED VIABILITY

Not so long ago, David Hockings cleaned out his desk drawers and discarded some old
Hibiscus seed collected prior to 1974. His daughter, who works in their nursery, spotted
them and thought that they were intended for planting. Guess what ? - a very good
germination resulted. Nearly 30 years is good going, but Steven Hill told me that he had
grown Malvaceae from 40 year old seed extracted from Herbarium specimens. Have any
readers had similar experiences with stored seed? Could it be that species now extinct or
containing valuable genetic material may be stored away in Herbariums still with viable
seed attached. Also I wonder how long Malvaceae seed can last in the soil. Perhaps under
the dry Central Aust. conditions, the period of time could be quite considerable.

Here on the Sunshine Coast, “Oldtimers” tell me about Hibiscus seedlings emerging after
bushfires, where they had not grown in recent times. From observation it would appear
that plants may not live longer than 2 or 3 years. This season, we have had a very good
rainfall and (Furcaria section) Hibiscus have emerged in large numbers in bushland along
the coast and hinterland. They will have reached their prime for blooming during the
coming spring.
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A CHECKLIST OF AUSTRALIAN HIBISCUS, including naturalised species
Geoff Harvey

Hibiscus sect. Azanzae

H. tiliaceus L. Qld., N.S.W., W.A. and N.T. The coastal cottonwood tree. A common species with a
wide distribution in tropical regions of the world.

Hibiscus sect, Bombicella

H. brachychlaenus F.Muell. Occurs in Queensland, W.A. and N.T. where it grows amongst spinifex
in sandy soil and rocky country of the Kimberleys of WA,

H. brachysiphonius F.Muell. Collected from the Barkly Tablelands, grassland enviroment and
bloomed sucessfully at Buderim during summer 2003. Small bright pink blooms. Dies back to a
permanent rootstock.

H. burtonii Bailey. Recorded from Northern Queensland, also Nthn Terr. and W.A. A dwarf shrub
with little ornamental potential.

H. coatesii F. Muell. From W.A., Fortescue area, also tropical Queensland’s Burke District. Blooms
pink, mauve or purple. Could make a good container plant.

H. cravenii. Awaiting formal transfer from the genus Alyogyne in which it was described.

H. drummondi Turcz. Occurs in the Coolgardie District of W.A., which is 31 degrees south. The
plant must be quite cold tolerant and would be interesting to grow in eastern Aust. if obtainable. NOT
SURE ABOUT THIS 1ONLY KNOW IT FROM COASTAL AREAS N OF GERALDTON

H. elsworthii F.Muell Comes from north-eastern Queensland and could be very interesting to try in
cultivation. Possibly best placed in sect. Bombicelia.

H. geranoides Cunn. Ex Benth. Common across northern tropical Australia. In Queensland often mis-
called H. pedunculatus in cultivation, the latter species being from South Africa.

H. krichauffianus F. Muell. Widespread in inland areas of Qld., N.S.W., S.A.., W.A. and N.T. Could
be tried as a container plant in warm coastal areas.

H. leptocladus Benth. A common tropical plant from QId., W.A. and the N.T., with quite large pink
flowers and a very dark center.

H. normanii F. Muell. An uncommon species restricted to north-eastern Queensland. It has a long
flowering season and is worth cultivating as a rockery or container plant. Both the writer and David
Hockings have well established plants.

H. pentaphylius F. Muell. Comes from northern areas of W.A. and N.T. Grew well in containers at
Buderim during the past summer/autumn blooming daily. Several plants survived winter and are
flowering again as of Novem. 2003. Seems to have good potential for growing as an annual.

H. peralbus Fryxell. North Kimberley. Subshrub with white flowers. rather similar to H. hirtus from
Asia.

H. phyliochlaenus F. Muell. A dwarf shrub from north eastern Queensland with small white or
sometimes yellow flowers.

H. setulosus F. Muell. From northern parts of Queensland, W.A. and N.T. Attractive pink blooms of a
good size with a dark red central blotch. Has a good potential for propagation.

H. solanifolius T. Muell. W.A. and N.T. Comes from Central Australia where it is uncommon. The
lilac flowers are vase shaped with a dark purple central blotch.

H. sturtii Hook. Qld., N.S.W. and N.T. Widely distributed with 5 recognized varieties. Nice bushy
plants in bloom were seen for sale in an Alice Springs nursery during April, 2002. Due to the species
variation, an interesting breeding programme could see their development as a container or rockery
plant. The trumpet shaped flowers can be purple, lilac, pink or white
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Hibiscus sect. Furcaria

H. acetosella Welw. ex Hiern. Reputedly established in central coastal areas of Queensland.
Attractive red foliaged plants to 2 meters high blooming autumn-spring. Naturalised CHECK
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

H. aneuthe Craven, F.D.Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003, Occurs Alligator Rivers region of the
Northern Territory.

H. aphelus Craven, F.D.Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003. Occurs in the eastern Kimberley
region of Western Australia.

H. arnhemensis F.D. Wilson. Widespread in Arnhem Land N.T. Large white, pale pink or bright pink
blooms.

H. bacalusius Craven, F.D. Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003. Comes from the middle Daly River
region.

H. byrnesii F.D. Wilson. Comes from the northern parts of the N.T. A strong candidate for growing
as an ornamental with pale pink blooms of a good size.

H. divaricatus Graham. Occurs from Wide Bay District to eastern Cape York and inland to as far as
the Dividing Range. There are synonyms such as H. fitzgeraldii, var luteus etc., which make up a
polymorphic collection of forms. The prolonged flowering season, almost continuous in cultivation
and the diversity of the genetic material, provide a valuable potential for breeding programmes.

H. diversifolius Jacq. Qld and N.S.W. When well grown, with regular tip pruning, this species makes
an excellent ornamental with abundant flowering for much of the year. The purple variant from crater
lakes in the Atherton Tablelands of far Nth Qld., is a very desirable semi-aquatic plant.

H. fitzgeraldii F. Muel! . Considered to be synonymous with H. divaricatus or more correctly H.
heterophyllus. Recognised as an entity in the Townsville area of Nth. Queensland by S,G.A.P.

H. fallax Craven, F.D.Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003. Occurs in the Victoria River area etc. of
the Northern Territory.

H. forsterii F.D. Wilson. . Described in as a new species in 1993.

H. fryxellii Mabberley var fryxellii. Occurs mainly in the southern Kimberley region of W.A. In
Australia previously called H. spinulosus (W. Fitz.) F.D. Wilson but this name had been used already
for a South American plant.

H. fryxellii var mollis Craven, F.D. Wilson & Fryxell. . Described in 2003 Occurs in W.A. and the
far west of the Northern Territory.

H. heterophyllus Vent. Qld. and N.S.W. . A common species with a wide distribution and endless
variability within the species. It has performed well in Melbourne under cultivation and is a very
robust grower. The bloom presents well in an upright position and though the common colour is white,
pinks and yellows are also encountered. The names luteus (hochr.) and “Aureus” are no longer valid.
H. inimicus Craven, F.D. Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003. Found in the central escarpment area
of the Arnhem Land Plateau of the Northern Territory.

H. kenneallyi Craven, F.D. Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003. Found in coastal areas of the
Kimberleys in Western Australia.

H. marenitensis Craven, F.D. Wilson & Fryxell. Described in 2003. From the coastal areas of the
Kimberleys in Western Australia.

H. menzeliae F.D. Wilson and Byrnes. Comes from sandstone country ia Arnhem Land and
Katherine Gorge area of the Northern Territory. Has large pink flowers and could be worth trying
under cultivation.

H. meraukensis Hochr. A variable species occuring in tropical Qld., W.A., N.T. as well as the
Moluccas and P.N.G. The name comes from Merauke in Irian Jaya — formerly West New Guinea. it
crosses with some difficulty when tried with the east coast Furcarias and has produced fan’s Lemon
which appears to be sterile. It may cross with some of the N.T. and W.A. Furcarias eg . H. fryxelli. A
problem with crossing is to coordinate the flowering times.

H minutibracteolus F.D. Wilson. Comes from sandstone escarpments in the northern Kimberley
region of W.A. and is a little known species.









Old Name New/Current Name
H. heterophyllus ssp. Luteus H. divaricatus
H. sp. “Glen Garland” H. saponarius
H. sp. “Hope Vale” H. forsterii
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left there while our companions returned home and back with a larger trailer to get the
damaged one home.

Olive and I had never considered going further north on our own but after our
experiences thus far, Olive said why don’t we go to the top — its less than 300 k. So
off we went with a petrol gauge showing almost empty (Moreton has no fuel) and
after an anxious 42 k reached Bramwell Junction with 8 litres to spare. We spent the
night at Bramwell Homestead and then headed up the incredibly corrugated Bypass
Road reaching the shortest and most expensive ferry in the world ($88.00) after 174 k
and then another 55 k through Bamaga to Siesa Tourist Camp.

We made the boat trip to my “home”, Thursday Island for the day and I now have the
lob of rewriting some of the family history that is so very wrongly recorded there.

The second day we drove to the tip — some 38 k each way. There is much to see for
the haturalist ; the Lockerby Scrub is wonderful, the old Somerset Homestead site is
overgrown and there is now no view of Albany Passage. The last few hundred metres
to the tip is by foot over a rough stony headland. A small white flowered meraukensis
type of hibiscus extends to within 50 m of the tip. This is the most northerly hibiscus
in Australia. It was to about 20 to 30 cm in height near the tip but to about 1.5 m in
more shelter. The beach on the western side of the tip, (a defunct resort) had Hibiscus
tiliaceus and a Thespesia.

Our return trip (illadvisedly) down the telegraph track was another saga but the Twin,
Elliot and Flying Fox falls are beautiful and the plants outstanding.

We spent 4 days at Cooktown visiting museums, Grassy Hill, up the Laura road and
out to Quarantine Beach where, besides H. tiliaceus and Thespesia there was a sterile

plant that may have been a small hibiscus.

We reached home on 18/ 8/03 — 29 days and 6576 k after we had left.

H radiatus grown ol Puderm May 2002

See pacjpe. &






