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From the editor 

Welcome to the restarted Isopogon and Petrophile Study Group. We hope you enjoy this first newsletter 
under our leadership as much as the sixteen previous newsletters put out by Study Group founder David 
Lightfoot since 2001. We thank David for his outstanding contribution in starting and steering the group for 
so long, and look forward to continuing to benefit from his expertise as a member in the future. 

Like 99.9 per cent of the Australian population, we were not aware of isopogons let alone petrophiles until 
we saw them growing in Canberra in a garden setting many years ago. We started growing native plants with 
a particular passion for banksias which quickly grew to also encompass dryandras, hakeas, grevilleas, 
eremophilas…….and just keeps growing. Our love of isopogons and petrophiles really took off when we 
began visiting Western Australia. We still remember the first time we saw the magic display of different 
species at Dryandra Woodland. A great expanse of Petrophile fastigiata in perfect and exuberant flower at 
Fitzgerald River National Park is another enduring memory. In turn this sparked more appreciation for the 
local display in spring on bushwalks and plant hunts here in the east. 

Since then we have made a concerted effort to include both genera in our garden, first in Canberra, and 
more recently here on the NSW South Coast. One of our aims is to grow as many isopogons and petrophiles 
as possible, and Phil has been working to propagate many new species for our garden. 

We were first attracted by the beauty of the flowers with their gorgeous colours and intricate fleur de lis or 
knot effect. It wasn’t until we became familiar with a range of species that we noticed the wide variation in 
foliage and how attractive the leaves are. What we have also noticed is the low level of awareness of both 
genera among plant people, even native plant experts. In our experience, there is a similarly low incidence of 
people growing these plants. Compare this to two hundred years ago when horticulturalists as far away as 
England and Europe commonly grew these plants. Similarly, in native plant literature, there is little mention 
of isopogons or petrophiles, and it is difficult to find them in nurseries apart from the odd hardy local. 
Although nurseries seem to be reducing their range in general these days an encouraging trend is the 
continuing development of new cultivars including dwarf forms, and ever more attractive labelling to help 
raise their profile in nurseries.  

Even our own native plant societies tend to overlook these genera – a cursory look through national and 
state bulletins here at home turned up only one instance where an isopogon was featured on the cover 
(Isopogon latifolius in April 2012, thanks to Karlo Taliano and NSW APS). Let us know of any others. It’s great 
to hear from Jan Sked that she is featuring Isopogon petiolaris on the front cover of the December issue of 
the quarterly journal of the SGAP Qld Region. It is just as rare to find isopogons and petrophiles in botanical 
art. One artist who has painted them is Study Group member Margaret Pieroni. Margaret provided the 
beautiful drawing at the head of this newsletter.  

It is very important to promote the cultivation of these plants by understanding their requirements (through 
trial and error) and ensuring that dependable, hardy forms are made available. Many species are vulnerable 
in the wild, particularly in South-West WA, where the great majority of the species are found, which is at the 
mercy of land clearing and climate change. It is particularly important that we ensure that the most 
vulnerable isopogons and petrophiles are growing in our private and public gardens. We agree with those 
concerned that the ‘Preservation by Cultivation’ aim of our native plant societies, is more important than 
ever. 

Our desire to help promote and raise the profile and knowledge of these beautiful plants, is behind our 
decision to take on the Group. We have received a very positive reaction and there is plenty of support for 
the study group to continue. We noticed that some other study groups no longer charge for membership, 
and we have decided to also make this group free and email only to simplify administration. 
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As a group, our job as isopogon and petrophile growers and lovers is to spread the word about these 
fabulous Australian genera, help get them grown more widely, and increase scientific and horticultural 
knowledge about it – so let’s do that!  We are dependent on your expertise and enthusiasm to achieve our 
goals as a group, so we would like as much input as possible. Please keep sending in your contributions – no 
matter how small – and alert us to anything which might be relevant.  
 
Note that all the back issues of the Isopogon and Petrophile Study Group Newsletter are now available at 
http://anpsa.org.au/iso-pet.html. We will be looking at this site to revise and add to as necessary. 
 
This first newsletter for us is cram-packed with news and information, and this is the way we would like it to 
continue, with more member input if possible. In this edition we revisit the aims and operations of the Study 
Group, and learn more about our members (many thanks to those who provided information). Plant profiles 
this issue cover Isopogon anethifolius and Petrophile pulchella. These species are not only excellent garden 
plants but are also important rootstocks for grafting. We also report on WA species found on our recent 
visit. We are very interested in member gardens and the conditions under which you grow isopogons and 
petrophiles, so to start off with we have included a piece on our garden here at Little Forest (we hope 
members will follow suit with articles on their gardens). Jan Sked has given us an overview of isopogons and 
petrophiles in Queensland. Jenny Liney’s article on Isopogon anemonifolius provides a fresh view on the 19th 
Century botanical skulduggery noted by David Lightfoot in Volume 1 of our Study Group Newsletter. We also 
look at the use of isopogons in public gardens in a piece on the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne. On the 
subject of the Gardens, David reported on the research garden at Cranbourne in 2003 before the opening of 
the new public section; it would interesting to know if any of the two dozen or so species he saw in flower 
then still exist. 
 
We hope to catch up with some of you at the ANPSA Conference in Canberra in November. Please drop us a 
note anytime to report on isopogon and petrophile related topics of interest or to give us suggestions. We 
would love to hear about your I&P activities. Spring is a great time to get out and about and look at the 
wildflowers. Why not go for a bushwalk or visit a garden to see isopogons and petrophiles at their very best? 
Some gardens which have a good I&P display are the Kevin Hoffman garden at Lara, VIC, Pangarinda 
Arboretum at Wellington, SA, and Grevillea Park, Bulli NSW, not forgetting King’s Park in Perth. 
 
Regards 
Catriona and Phil 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

In the next issue we will focus on propagation, in particular grafting. Phil will be writing an article on 
his experiences with grafting these genera. Please send us your comments on grafting activities you 
know of, your own experiences grafting, and/or growing grafted isopogons and petrophiles.  We 
hope to also examine the differences between isopogons and petrophiles. 

We are also looking for articles on your gardens, or any other topics of interest. As always, keep 
sending your comments and queries, photos or reports. 

 

http://anpsa.org.au/iso-pet.html


About our Study Group 

The purpose of the Isopogon and Petrophile Study Group is to further knowledge about the cultivation, 
propagation and conservation of these closely related genera endemic to Australia. 
 
The aims of the Study Group are: 

 to study the cultivation and propagation of Isopogon and Petrophile; 

 to promote cultivation of Isopogon and Petrophile in gardens; and 

 to examine the growing requirements of the various species to improve their reliability. 
 
The Group researches and exchanges information on a wide range of topics, such as descriptions of Species 
(including any newly described species); propagation techniques (germination, cuttings and grafting); 
selection of superior forms and hybrids for horticulture and cut flower potential; cultivation and garden 
design; and member activities. 
 
The group will continue to operate according to ANPSA requirements and established custom according to 
the following: 

 Members must be members of a local chapter of the Australian Native Plants Society (Australia). This 
policy is common to all Study Groups sponsored by ANPSA. 

 Membership is free. 

 A newsletter will be published and distributed twice a year, as required by ANPSA. If there is 
sufficient material, we will try to put out additional newsletters. 

 Newsletters will be distributed via email in PDF format. 

 Topics or discussion points for the next newsletter will be flagged ahead of time so that members 
can send their contributions. This helps to focus people’s thoughts and enables a collective view 
which capitalises on the expertise of the group. Any suggestions on themes/issues are welcome. 

 Previous newsletters will be available electronically on the ANPSA website at 
http://anpsa.org.au/iso-pet.html. 

 Contributions from members, on any relevant topic, will be warmly received. Contributors are 
assumed to grant permission for their words and photos to be published, unless they advise 
otherwise at the time. So please send in your contributions for the Newsletter. The Group can only 
be as good as the contribution of its members. The paucity of publicly-available information about 
isopogons and petrophiles makes our observations even more important. 

 There may be scope for group activities such as field trips, visits to members, seed exchange and 
cutting exchange, and database compilation, subject to member demand and participation. 

About our members 

At the moment we have about 30 members, from NSW, Vic, SA and WA. The WA Herbarium Library and 
ANBG Library are also keen to receive our newsletters. There are also a large number of office bearers on 
the list, including the native plants societies of all states, ACT and national. The following was provided by 
members by way of introduction. 

Bob & Dot O'Neill  

Dot and I have been at our new home address at Narre Warren South now for over 4 years, and this now 
feels like home. In that time our one acre home site has been remodelled to contain a large range of natives 
along with some non-natives, an orchard, a vegetable garden, a yard for our 4 hens, plus 2 little dogs that 
keep an eye on all matters, advising us when something is afoot.  
 

http://anpsa.org.au/iso-pet.html


Isopogon & Petrophile Study Group Newsletter 
 

5 

Currently we have an Isopogon cuneatus in bud, but it is struggling on its own roots. Two other species of 
isopogons are going well, but their labels have been lost. There is room for improvement in this area. 

Patrick Laher, Uralla NSW 

I used to grow Isopogon and Petrophile in Victoria from seed that I had brought back from a trip to the West. 
The seed was fresh and germinated easily. I've tried the commercial seed without success. The seed needs to 
be fresh in my experience. There are some plants I'd like to grow such as I. teretifolius. 

I have growing here Iso.dubius, formosus, fletcheri, linearis,anethifolius,mnoraifolius, petiolaris, Petrophile 
biloba,linearis. I'm going to grow I.cuneatus in a large pot on the verandah where I can protect it…. I have 
potted on the grafted Iso. cuneatus into a large ceramic container. I'm looking forward to seeing my grafted 
I. cuneatus looking as great as your plant!!! 

Kevin & Kathy Collins, Mount Barker WA (The Banksia Farm) 

We have only a couple of species at the moment but would love to add some more around the garden. 

David Lightfoot 

I have been interested in Isopogons and Petrophiles for most of my life, but particularly the last 25 years. I 
have a number of species in my garden or greenhouse of both genera. My Isopogons are anemonifolius, 
baxteri, buxifolius, ceratophyllus, dawsonii, divergens, dubius, fletcheri, formosus, inconspicuus, latifolius 
(graft), linearis, mnoraifolius, petiolaris, sphaerocephalus, trilobus (narrow and wide leaf) and the hybrid 
cultivar name lollipops. Petrophiles include ericifolia, fastigiata, prostrata, latericola,  linearis, longifolia, 
pulchella, shirleyae, seminuda, and teretifolia. I would really love to get specimens of Isopogon alcicornis, 
Isopogon villosus, and Petrophile helicophylla. 

Most of those in my garden have been there a few years and seem to like Melbourne’s climate. Mind you, 
I’ve managed to knock off lots of individuals and a number of other species over the years. It's great to see 
your successes with the grafts. I have a grafted I. latifolius which is about 3m high and about 10 years old. It 
is very healthy but is a dud flowerer unfortunately. Every year it buds up in the hundreds but each individual 
inflorescence only has about 20 flowers rather than the usual hundreds so it's not showy. I purchased it at a 
nursery so whoever did the graft didn't choose their scion well I suspect. 

Jan Sked, Study Group Liaison Officer Qld  
I have not had much success in growing either Isopogons or Petrophiles in my garden. I have clay soil and our 
summer humidity is quite high. Also, after 50 years of planting, there is not very much sunlight in the garden 
(or any space either). 

Graeme Downe 

Have a few grafted isopogon & non grafted ones growing including  I latifolius, I cuneatus, I formosus, I 
baxteri, Stuckeys hybrid, Woorikee & 2 east coast species. Have certainly lost a few others over the years. 
Find myself consumed by work more than is healthy to give plants more attention. Spent some previous 
years breeding waratahs too, but no time for that either. This may inspire me to return to the proteaceae 
with vigour. 

Margaret Pieroni, Denmark WA 

Isopogon and Petrophile are two of my second loves after Dryandra and I have seen and photographed many 
of them. I was the second member to join the group after David’s father, Paddy and I took them to Hi – 
Vallee a year or so later. 
 
I [know] lots of special locations [for isopogons and petrophiles], having come across them after decades of 
dryandra hunting. Most of the species, along with other Proteaceae tend to grow in the same, (usually 
gravelly) areas. I have just been counting the photos of those we could see on our trip - the list comes to 



more than 40 and half of them should be in flower. I will bring my book of I and P photos.  

Marina Tyndale-Biscoe 

We have a small farm near Braidwood, NSW, and I have a number of Isopogons and Petrophiles in my 
garden - always looking for new species which I could grow here. I also have a tiny garden in Canberra and 
am growing one species there. The easiest to grow in our climate is Isopogon anethifolius. I also have had 
some success with I. formosus, which is pink. The one in Canberra is an I. cuneatus buxifolius cross, don't 
remember where I got it from. I have one other I. species, can't remember the name, but it had pink flowers 
the one year it flowered, and then it died. I collected seed from it and got three seedlings which I have in my 
green house now, they are very small and I don't know whether they will survive the winter. I also have two 
species of Petrophile, but don't know the species names. I collected the seed locally. Our climate is very 
severe, and have tried a number of seeds from WA species, none of which germinated. So I badly need to be 
educated, and am looking forward to continuing my association with these plants and with people who can 
help and advise.  
PS. The seedlings I have in the greenhouse are I. dubius. But I have remembered that I also have I. 
anemonifolius, and I. fletcheri. Are there any other species one can grow in -8 degrees?? 

Ian & Tamara Cox 

Our 2 ha block sits on Sydney sandstone, and most of it we have left in its natural state. The vegetation looks 
a picture this time of year (mid-winter to early spring) with the boronias, tetrathecas, grevilleas, epacris, 
banksias etc. in flower amongst the scribbly gums. The pea flowers are still to bloom. We have Isopogon 
anemonifolius and Petrophile pulchella growing naturally – both possible rootstocks perhaps? 
 
There are no isopogons or petrophiles in our garden (the garden is restricted to the area near the house), 
except for a few dwarf I. anemonifolius .We did have a grafted I. latifolius that flowered profusely for a few 
years. In the garden there is a range of natives (like grafted grevilleas and eremophilas) that display well and 
do not grow too tall – we are in a bushfire area. We also have a fern garden. 

Hazel Cusick 

I wanted to study this group but have had no success in growing them at home. I live in WA in North Lake. 
We have Petrophiles growing in the local bush. Can grow just about anything else? 

Dave & Linda Handscombe, Pomonal VIC 

We have been growing Isopogons and Petrophiles for some time on our property (we have a large garden 
and home nursery).  I am keen to grow more species of both Isopogons and Petrophiles.  I have dabbled in 
grafting of WA species onto Eastern State rootstock. 

Don & Joy Williams 

Did you know that we have Petrophile nivea at HI Vallee. This is  a 
recent naming and is a DRF (declared rare flora). It appears to be 
located only at Hi Vallee at this point in time. Have stuck a shot of 
Petrophile nivea on. It has just finished flowering and is real devil to try 
and collect the very small seeds from. 
 
P. nivea, Hi-Vallee 

Liesbeth Uijtewaal, The Netherlands 

We had a heat wave that lasted for quite a while, it has never taken me 
so long to water the lot! One 2.5-3 hour watering run in the morning 
that needed to be repeated in the evening. Phew. The weather has 

cooled down considerably now, we even had some rain which was good since the garden has never been so 
dry and Bert has been very busy carrying hoses around to try and rescue the lot. It worked.  
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My grafted plants (on I. dubius) are doing well too but there’s no sign of flower buds as yet. At last I 
managed to get one I. anethifolius to strike but I feel I should stick to dubius as a stock plant and –maybe, in 
the future - cutting grafts. 

Neil Marriott, The Grampians Vic 

I love them and am keen to rejoin the SG. They generally thrive here apart from those from hi rainfall again, 
such as I latifolius which drops dead mid summer, while grafted ones are thriving!!! The biggest problem is 
getting the seeds to germinate!! 

Save a Species Walk – Isopogon fletcheri 

Isopogon fletcheri is one of 15 endangered plants selected as a focus for this year’s Save A Species Walk to 
raise funds towards seedbanking these species at the Australian Plantbank, Australian Botanic Garden, 
Mount Annan, with the aim of saving them from extinction. Isopogon fletcheri is near the route of one of the 

Save A Species Walk teams led by Greg Bourke, Curator of the 
Blue Mountains Botanic Garden, which walked from Mount 
Banks in the Blue Mountains to the Australian Plantbank via 
Katoomba and the Burragorang Valley on 17-19 April.  

This plant grows on moist, sheltered cliffs in the Blackheath 
area, and can be found fairly easily on walks down to the 
forest floor from Govetts Leap. This isopogon species is listed 
as vulnerable due to the small population which is threatened 
by root rot, urban runoff and disturbance by rock climbers.  

Reported in The Gardens Issue 104 (Autumn 2015), the 
magazine of the Foundation & Friends of the Botanic Gardens, NSW. Donations can still be made at 
www.everydayhero.com.au/event/saveaspecies2015. 

Photo: A. M. Lyne, Australian Plant Image Index, Photo No. a,6788, Australian National Botanic Gardens 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/photo. 

Mystery growth 

Lyn Alcock from Narrogin WA sent this interesting photo of what looks 
like P. glauca. Does anyone have any suggestions? 
 
Lyn is an intrepid orchid hunter with a strong interest in proteaceae. She 
is always out and about with her camera, and writes: ‘Have included a 
photo I took today. It is of a ‘growth’ on an Isopogon. At first I thought it 
was a collection of caterpillars…those spitfire ones. But eventually I got 
brave and touched it and discovered it was firm and attached. Have no 
idea what it is and will be doing some further investigating.’ 
 

  

http://www.everydayhero.com.au/event/saveaspecies2015
http://www.anbg.gov.au/photo


Cranbourne Botanic Gardens 

As is usual when we visit Melbourne, Phil and I dropped into the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne in June. 
This is the Australian Garden for the Royal Botanic Gardens in central Melbourne and although not a major 
focus, isopogons and, to a lesser extent, petrophiles, can be found there. Not surprisingly, the plants chosen 
are largely eastern species likely to survive on their own roots. None of the plants on display appear to be 
grafted. The gardens illustrate how isopogons can be incorporated into modern garden design. This is 
important because isopogons and petrophiles are rarely known in landscape design, much less used. 

The aesthetic appeal of isopogons is made clear in prominent displays at the entry to the Cranbourne 
gardens, with large banners which invite visitors in. 

                 
 

The gardens demonstrate how to use native 
plants at home. One of the ideas is the use of 
pots and just inside the entry is an attractive 
planter with dwarf forms of Isopogon 
anethifolius. This shows the value of 
isopogons as foliage plants, as their impact in 
this setting does not rely on flowers at all. 

 

 

 

Pots are also featured in a section about creating habitat for humans to create 
green space within the concrete jungle with balcony, 
wall or rooftop gardens. Some of these pots 
showcase Isopogon latifolius in mixed container 
plantings of ‘difficult to grow’ plants such as Albany 
woolly bush. They were covered in buds so should be 
flowering beautifully now with the arrival of spring.  
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Massed isopogon plantings can be 
found in several of the theme 
gardens at Cranbourne. The Future 
Garden explores the possibilities of 
plant manipulation to produce new 
varieties of plants not seen in the 
wild. A raised bed of Isopogon 
anemonifolius ‘Woorikee 2000’ has a 
prominent position here. 

 

 

 

 

The Dry Terrace of the Water Saving Garden includes 
a display of Isopogon anethifolius (again a low-
growing cultivar is used) as an example of what can 
be achieved with plants that, once established, 
require little or no watering other than natural 
rainfall. This is a reminder that in future the semi-arid 
garden might be the norm in Australia. We actually 
find this species to be amazingly tolerant of both dry 
and wet positions in the garden.  

 

 
Finally, a group of Isopogon 
anemonifolius ‘Little Drumsticks’ 
nestles among the flat rocks in one 
of the eucalypt gardens on the 
western side of the gardens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
A tall plant of Petrophile biloba grows against a huge rock in the Weird and Wonderful Garden which 
contains many hard to grow rare and unusual plants chosen for their foliage, form, flowers or adaptation. In 
the past this plant has been more readily available than at present, and grew relatively easily in Canberra for 
us although we find it difficult in our current wetter coastal situation. 

The finishing touch to our Cranbourne visit was a stroll in the natural bushland behind the visitor centre. The 
deep sand of the hillside is home to the local isopogon, I. ceratophyllus. Its shaggy head pokes out from the 



tufty, grassy surrounding vegetation all along the path up to the Trig Point Lookout. This is definitely a 
candidate for the Weird and Wonderful Garden, being both weird and difficult to grow. It is one of those 
prickly plants you either love or hate – we love it! 

Queensland isopogons & petrophiles 

Jan Sked - Study Group Liaison Officer Qld.  

In my corner of the world (S.E. Qld.) we only have one Isopogon - I. petiolaris. In fact it is the only Isopogon 
in the whole of Queensland. We do have three Petrophiles in Queensland, all of which are found in S.E. Qld. 
They are P. canescens, P. pulchella and P. shirleyae. 

I am intending to use a photograph of our ‘one and only’ Isopogon petiolaris on the front cover of the 
December issue of "Native Plants Queensland", which is the quarterly journal of the SGAP Qld. Region (I am 
the Editor).  

We were very excited when we found a specimen of I. petiolaris in the Mt. Mee State Forest a few years ago. 
Mt. Mee is part of the D'Aguilar Range, which is just west of where I live, and it has a relatively untouched 
heathland area which has not been extensively logged and has few weed species. It has been a favourite 
area of mine for botanising for the past 40 years. When I first discovered this area during my car rallying days 
in the 1970s, it was almost unknown botanically. I had just begun to take an interest in the native plants of 
the south-east at that time. Over the following years I catalogued the plants of most of the State Forest area 
and these plant lists are still being used today. Petrophile canescens is quite prevalent throughout the heath 
areas of the Forest, but I have only found I. petiolaris in just one spot. There used to be extensive rainforest 
areas in the Forest also, but most of these have now been logged and there are just a few sections set aside 
as reserves. 

Plant profile – Isopogon anethifolius (Salisb.) Knight 

This was initially named Protea anethifolia by Richard 
Salisbury in 1796. The species name was apparently due to 
the resemblance of the leaves to the herb dill, using the Latin 
words anethum “dill" and folium "leaf". It was given its current 
name in 1809 by English plantsman Joseph Knight, who 
rushed out a controversial paper before Robert Brown’s paper 
‘On the natural order of plants called Proteaceae’, which 
included a section on the genus Isopogon, was published in 
1810. 

Description - It is a bushy, medium to large shrub, generally 
growing 1-2 metres in height, occasionally up to 3 metres in 
protected areas. It flowers prolifically in spring to early 
summer, with deep yellow flowers, mostly terminal, but also 
axillary, providing the impression of mass flowers throughout 
the shrub. The leaves are pinnate or bipinnate with a petiole 
around 3.5-5.5 cm long. The cones are ovoid to globose to 
around 25 mm in diameter, generally sessile but sometimes 
shortly pedunculate. It does not have a lignotuber.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
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Distribution – Isopogon anethifolius grows on sandstone on the 
coast and nearby ranges from Braidwood through to Sydney, 
including Morton National Park, Blue Mountains National Park 
and Newnes Plateau near Lithgow. 

In Morton National Park it is often found in sandstone which is 
waterlogged for long periods. One plant in found in this park is 
about 3 metres in height and appears to have thrived in the very 
wet conditions in which it grows. As you can see from the photo 
it appears to be a very old plant. 

 

    
A very old I. anethifolius plant on Little Forest Plateau (Morton National Park) covered with old fruit.  

Phil gives an indication of its height. 

Cultivation – This is one of the toughest of the genus, adapting readily to cultivation in a range of climates. It 
thrives in Canberra at the Botanic Gardens, so frosts to -8⁰C don’t appear to present any problem. Despite 
growing naturally in the high rainfall East Coast, it seems to be reasonably drought tolerant. The easiest way 
to propagate this species is through cuttings, which readily strike at most times of the year, using Clonex 
purple, and exposing the cambium layer for the bottom 10mm to promote root development. 



Though not as well-known in cultivation as the smaller I. anemonifolius, it is a very attractive and hardy 
shrub which responds very well to pruning, producing a compact multi-branched shrub. An added benefit of 
pruning is more prolific flowering. Even when not in flower, its red stems and bright green foliage are 
attractive all year round. 

It is also has a very important use as a rootstock for grafting spectacular West Australian species such as I. 
cuneatus and I. latifolius. Its hardiness and longevity make it an outstanding rootstock. 

From the archives 

Nearly forty years ago, the Canberra Botanic Gardens’ Growing Native Plants bulletin, Vol.8 , featured I. 
anethifolius on its cover, and included a piece on how to grow it in cold climates such as Canberra. 
Interestingly, while describing it as hardy, it goes on to recommend dappled sunlight, freely draining soil, 
initial deep watering, complete fertiliser, pruning in the early years, and propagation from seed. Today, we 
find this plant nowhere near as demanding. However, the praise for this plant’s foliage and red stems, dense 
growth habit and resistance to pests and disease has withstood the test of time. 

 
Canberra Botanic Gardens GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS Vol. 8, 1978, Australian Government Printing Service Canberra 1978 
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Plant Profile – Petrophile pulchella (Schrad. & Wendl.) R. Br. 

Like Isopogon anethifolius, Petrophile pulchella was also initially named 
a protea. Heinrich Schrader and Johann Christoph Wendland  collected a 
specimen from Botany Bay in 1796 and named it Protea pulchella. 
Robert Brown gave it its current name pulchella in 1810, derived from 
the Latin pulchellus (beautiful). The name is a little puzzling – the 
specimen must have been in full flower when collected to merit this 
name as nowadays it is generally not considered to be among the most 
attractive of the petrophiles. 

Description - It is extremely variable in stature, from a compact 30 cm 
tall in exposed coastal heath to an upright 3 m in protected habitat. In 
the South Pacific Heathland Reserve in Ulladulla it grows in mass stands 
of upright 3 m plants, while in the low coastal heath at South West 
Rocks (above Trial Bay Gaol) they form low shrubs generally less than 30 
cm in height. The leaves are erect, 4-9 cm long with a petiole around 
half that length. The lamina is terete and 2-3 times pinnate. It produces 
cream flowers between August and March, often in clusters of four, and 

mostly terminal. The cones are ovoid and can be up to 6.5 cm long but often half that in width. The flowers 
and cones are sessile with a short peduncle up to 10 mm long.  

 
© Murray Fagg 1989 from Banksias, Waratahs & Grevilleas – and all other plants in the Australian Proteaceae family, by John W. Wrigley and Murray 

Fagg, Collins Publishers 1989 (with permission) https://www.anbg.gov.au/proteaceae/600/Petrophile_pulchella.jpg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinrich_Schrader_(botanist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Christoph_Wendland
https://www.anbg.gov.au/proteaceae/600/Petrophile_pulchella.jpg


Distribution – Petrophile pulchella is widely distributed 
along the east coast, from south-eastern Queensland south 
along most of the NSW coast, extending inland to the 
central tablelands of NSW. It is the most common isopogon 
or petrophile found in NSW. It can be found in extensive 
thickets given the right conditions. 

Cultivation – This is an adaptable species which seems 
equally at home in drier, inland gardens, as it is in high 
rainfall east coast gardens. A number of plants sourced from 
Jervis Bay are growing well in Canberra at the Australian 
National Botanic Gardens, which demonstrates some frost 
and drought tolerance. The easiest way to propagate this 
species is through cuttings, which readily strike at most times of the year, using Clonex purple, and exposing 
the cambium layer to promote root development. This species needs to be pruned quite heavily to produce 
a bushy, floriferous plant. Many specimens seen in gardens tend to be spindly due to lack of pruning. 

It is also has potential as a rootstock for grafting West Australian petrophiles and even some isopogons 
which may not be compatible with Isopogon anethifolius. More about grafting trials with Petrophile pulchella 
will be reported in the next newsletter. 

Catriona & Phil’s Little Forest Garden 

Our property is located on the edge of the escarpment overlooking Lake Conjola, Milton and Ulladulla at an 
elevation of 350m, just below the Little Forest Plateau area of the Morton National Park. We are about ten 
kilometres from the sea. The national park and much of the surrounding bush is classic Sydney sandstone 
country, and the isopogons/petrophiles native to the area include I. anethifolius, I. anemonifolius, P. 
pulchella, P. pedunculata and P. sessilis. 

We moved here from Canberra in 2009 just as the big drought in eastern Australia broke. The reasons for 
choosing this property included the fact it seemed to be able to support native plants, including proteaceae 
(demonstrated by the large number of healthy Hakea salicifolia trees), and had good rainfall (we were sick of 
the drought in Canberra). We are on the rich, rocky volcanic soils of former rainforest pockets once used for 
dairy farming and cedar cutting (known as Milton monzonite).  

In terms of climate, the Little Forest locality has around double Canberra’s rainfall (around 1,200 mm a year), 
more moderate temperatures, and no frost. Winter temperatures may be as low as six degrees overnight in 
winter, but in summer can reach the forties although high twenties and early thirties with humidity are more 
typical. It differs from the coastal climate of nearby Ulladulla in being less influenced by easterly weather 
patterns although we do experience east coast lows which usually deliver large amounts of rain in a short 
period. A major influence is strong westerly winds which come in over the escarpment in the winter months.  

This garden has given us the opportunity to further pursue our passion for native plants after outgrowing our 
suburban block in Ainslie, Canberra. We wanted a relatively informal garden that: 

 celebrates and displays Australian native plants 

 is filled with a wide range of plants we love such as banksias, dryandras, grevilleas, isopogons and 
petrophiles, waratahs and eremophilas; and allows for the study and reporting of their progress in 
cultivation 

 allows for growing trials of grafted plants, many of which are endangered in the wild 

 is attractive to native birds and insects 

 is a sustainable landscape, structurally and botanically diverse  
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We extended the beds around the house down the existing slope for good drainage. In some areas we raised 
garden beds with extra soil although generally we simply keep adding organic material to the beds and use 
grafted plants on rootstocks selected for their suitability for our block. We tend not to put difficult plants in 
pots as our frequent travelling away from home makes ensuring they are properly watered difficult. Given 
the ability of our volcanic soil to retain moisture, we never water plants after they are put in the ground. 

Naturally isopogons and petrophiles were among the early plantings. The eastern species generally did well, 
especially I. anethifolius and I. mnoraifolius, although some took their time to take off (in comparison to 
other genera where we usually see very rapid early growth). The western species have proved to be a major 
challenge, with many trials and failures in the first few years. In fact we found the western isopogons and 
petrophiles the most difficult plants to grow of all the genera in the whole garden. Here on the coast most 

western species succumbed within six months 
of planting. I. formosus and P. serruriae are 
the only ones to do reasonably well on their 
own roots (in an elevated position). Quickly 
these genera became a priority to graft. Phil 
grafts the isopogons onto the hardy local, I. 
anethifolius, and has found this relatively easy 
so just about all our western species are now 
grafted. 

After five years we have about ten eastern 
species thriving, and, despite the early 
difficulties, we now have fourteen western 
species, most of them grafted, and we are 
continually aiming to add more to this list.  

Bouquet of isopogons from our garden 

Last year the eastern species were mature enough to put on a 
wonderful spring display. Our most common isopogon is I. anethifolius 
with around a dozen plants dotted around as well as a dwarf version. 
Not only are the established plants looking beautiful right now with 
their bright yellow flowers making a real statement, they provide a 
wide choice of stock material for Phil’s grafting. In addition to the 
several  I. anemonifolius plants which are just about to burst into 
flower, there are a few ‘Sunshine’ cultivars with their narrow foliage, 
and several dwarf forms, some of which are from Snapper Point just 
south of us where a dwarf Banksia spinulosa is also found. A couple of 
I. dawsonii are doing well, with the more mature plant now covered in 
cream flowers and about two metres in height. The I. mnoraifolius 
(right) are also a lovely sight at the moment, with two in full flower and 
the other absolutely covered in buds. I. petiolaris is also close to 
flowering – this had to be grafted after we lost two earlier plants. In the past we have had I.ceratophyllus 
here but currently do not have any in the garden, the last plant having succumbed to the high rainfall we 
have experienced regularly since last December. A promising grafted version is nearly ready to be planted 
out.  

Among the eastern petrophiles the most established are a few P. pulchella which are quite tall after about 
four years but not yet ready to flower this year. Similarly P. canescens is biding its time – it will be worth the 
wait as last year the two plants were stunning at only about a year old. Two P. pedunculata are doing well 
after a couple of years and have developed a somewhat unusual low habit. Queenslander P. shirleyae has 



also done quite well and both plants have flowered before. We only have one P. sessilis plant in the garden 
at the moment – we find it quite a challenge to grow and have had many losses of this species.  

Fortunately we are now having some success with the western species and these beautiful plants can now 
be seen all around the garden. We were puzzled when the first of Phil’s grafts, I. cuneatus, initially failed to 
thrive. As soon as we put a cage of chicken wire around it the plant went from strength to strength and the 
swamp wallabies had to go elsewhere. Eventually we found and fenced off the wallaby entry point to the 
garden and the unsightly cage could be removed. You will remember this plant from the photo we sent 
around in July. This plant started flowering for this year in April and is still the highlight of our garden in 
September although it will soon begin to fade, and we have a couple of others in the garden coming on well.  

One of the most successful grafted western isopogons is I. ‘Stuckey’s hybrid’ (a cross between I. cuneatus 
and I. buxifolius), now at its flowering peak and common in our garden. Also among the first grafts to be 
planted and thrive are I. axillaris, I. panduratus, and I. buxifolius var. spathulatus, all about three years old 
and currently in full flower. Next to come on line, and among our very favourite isopogons, were I. dubius 
and I. divergens, with several plants of these species currently flowering beautifully after about two years. 
More recently we have added I. latifolius, I. sphaerocephalus, I. tridens and I. trilobus. These are all about to 
flower except for I. tridens (very young) and I. latifolius which seems to have aborted its one huge flower 
bud. 

          
Left, I. ‘Stuckey’s hybrid’; Right, I. buxifolius var. spathulatus 

           
Left, I. divergens; Right, I. cuneatus (flowers along the stem). 
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So far we only have two western petrophiles in our garden, P. serruriae and P. ericifolia, both on their own 
roots. We particularly love P. longifolia but find we have the ability to kill this species within weeks of 
planting. Expanding our collection of western petrophiles is a priority we are working on, however the main 
obstacles are sourcing the plants and doing grafting trials. Our recent travels in WA should assist here; the 
availability of a wide range of good material provides the opportunity for grafting experimentation. Time will 
tell. We will be regularly reporting progress in future newsletters. 

Plant of the month 

Isopogon cuneatus has been made plant of the month for 
September 2015 at The Australian Garden Mount Annan. There 
is only one plant at the Gardens, located in Bed 163 in the 
Banksia Garden. This is the first specimen successfully grown at 
Mount Annan. It has been a hit with the Director of Horticulture, 
and Gardens staff are very happy with its progress. 
 
The plant has been placed in a very prominent position at the 
front of a dry stone terrace wall garden area. It is very obvious to 
even the most casual observer driving past. Given that the 
gardens receive about 100,000 visitors a month, this is a 
wonderful boost to public awareness of isopogons. 
 
Phil grafted this plant about three years ago, and it will continue 
to put on its brilliant display for many years to come. The 
Gardens are keen to plant more – the only problem will be to 
keep up supply! 
 
Although this Plant of the month news has not yet made it to the 

Gardens website, there is a notice displayed in the Visitor Centre at Mount Annan. It notes that this species 
makes an interesting addition to your garden where the attractive flowers make a welcome show of colour 
through the colder months. As a bonus, it is also an excellent cut flower. 
 

Isopogon & petrophile hunting in WA – Aug/Sept 2015 

In August Phil and I joined others from the Dryandra Study Group for fieldwork for their Dryandra Conferta 
Project. The Group collected samples of different Dryandra conferta populations for DNA testing to establish 
whether the rare blue-leaved form is a separate species. Afterwards, we managed to fit in brief trips to the 
Stirling Ranges and Albany coast, and an excursion with Margaret Pieroni and Kevin Collins north as far as 
Western Flora. Southwest WA is the prime location for isopogons and petrophiles, with 28 of the 36 
isopogon species and 51 of the 57 petrophile species. 

Among the hundreds of beautiful wildflowers we saw many impressive dryandras, and numerous hakeas 
were at their flowering peak, a highlight of the trip. Over the years we have been visiting WA we have 
noticed a deterioration of the roadside verges where so much botanical diversity is found. Happily, on this 
trip this problem was not so evident although the flora drive along North Woogenillup Road near the Stirling 
Ranges appears to be becoming more compromised. 

We started spotting both isopogons and petrophiles from the very first stop on the first morning as we 
journeyed north from Mount Barker, although very few were in flower at that stage. This made identification 
somewhat of a challenge despite being armed with the appropriate volume of Flora of Australia. We 



identified I. teretifolius ssp. petrophiloides  and I. teretifolius ssp. teretifolius (the nodding isopogons), I. 
buxifolius var spathulatus and P. seminuda near the Stirlings, and I. buxifolius var. spathulatus near 
Gnowangerup. As we travelled west towards Lake King, these species were common, as was P. glauca which 
was just starting to flower. Soon we began to see I. pruinosus ssp. glabellus, as well as some other species 
we are still attempting to definitively identify. 

Heading west from Hyden on a cold wet day we began to see I. scabriusculus ssp. pubifloris though we found 
it difficult to distinguish between this and I. scabriuluscus ssp. stenophyllus. The sight of the bright pink 
flowers of I. gardneri (right) 
glistening in the rainy gloom 
caused much excitement 
among the isopogon lovers in 
the group. This was the first 
time we had seen this species, 
and it was at or close to its 
flowering peak in many of the 
areas we went. We wondered 
why this spectacular species 
isn’t in cultivation – it is not 
very spiky despite its prickly-
looking foliage. Moving 
northwards we began to also 
see P. stricta, and P. circinata 
with its characteristic long 
petiole (leaf stem). The next day the weather improved as we began to move back east, however if we 
expected isopogon/petrophile identification to become easier we were disappointed as we quickly found 
many new petrophiles which were difficult to pinpoint, apart from P. squamata.  

As always Dryandra Woodland lived up to its reputation as an 
isopogon/petrophile hotspot. Here we found I. dubius, P. heterophylla (left) 
and P. ericifolia in flower. Over at Yilminning Rock we were still finding 
examples of P. teretifolius ssp. teretifolius, P. seminuda and P. glauca, while 
nearby we found P. brevifolia. I. gardneri was again in flower at Harrismith 
and Middleton Road. By this time we 
were revising our fairly poor opinion of 
the isopogons we had previously known 
as ‘Watheroo’, now named as I. pruinosus 
(found to the south) and I. panduratus 
(further north nearer Watheroo and 
Badgingarra) – a specimen of I. pruinosus 
ssp. glabellus at Harrismith was 
particularly attractive (right).  

As the trip progressed we were having many interesting botanical debates 
in the group over exactly what the differences between an isopogon and a 
petrophile are, a subject we will be exploring further in future newsletters.  

In addition to the rare blue conferta form of dryandra, among Corrigin’s claims to flora fame are five 
isopogons and ten petrophiles. At the lookout we saw I. divergens for the first time on this trip, as well as P. 
glauca. On a couple of stops in the surrounding area we saw more of these species, as well as I. scabriusculus 
ssp. stenophyllus, and I. pruinosus ssp. glabellus.  
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As expected, a day trip to the Stirling Ranges yielded many wonderful species. Here we found I. trilobus and 
I. formosus in addition to P. seminuda. and I. attenuatus. We spotted I. latifolius just beginning to flower, but 
the highlight of the day was the pale pink woolly flowers of I. baxteri along Red Gum Pass. The petrophiles 
were not ignored; we found P. serruriae, P. ericifolia, and the best flowering P. divaricata of the trip. 

   
Left, I. baxteri, Right, P. divaricata, Stirling Ranges National Park. 

The south coast west of Albany was a treasure trove. Margaret showed us a beautiful deep pink form of I. 
buxifolius ssp. buxifolius. Right on the coast we found a low form of I. cuneatus flowering away.  At Cheynes 
Beach in Waychinicup National Park there were low forms of proteaceae species everywhere we looked, 
including P. squamata and P. rigida, I. formosus, I. cuneatus and I. attenuatus. 

         
Left, deep pink form of I. buxifolius ssp. buxifolius, Albany Highway; Right, low form of I. cuneatus, Muttonbird Island. 

   
Left, P. squamata, Right, P. longifolia, Cheynes Beach, Waychinicup National Park. 

Back in Mount Barker for a rest day, we counted three isopogons and four petrophiles in the Mondurup 
Nature Reserve.  

The next part of our WA trip took us north. Stopping off several times on our way to Williams, we found 



many specimens of isopogon (teretifolius ssp. teretifolius, divergens and dubius) but also many petrophiles 
(heterophylla, divaricata, and serrurriae). As we moved north we also saw P. striata and P. recurva. At 
Wannamal there was a lovely stand of flowering P. biloba as well as I. divergens and nearby we found P. 
linearis (Pixie Mops).  

    
Left, P. biloba, Wannamal; Right, I. asper, ‘The Patch’, Cataby. 
 

‘The Patch’ at Cataby is a wildflower wonderland, with a wide range of genera including a lot of rare species. 
Of the numerous isopogons and petrophiles, we saw I. linearis and I. asper was putting on an exceptional 
show of flowers. P. shuttleworthiana was one of the petrophile species we could identify, however there 
were many others not in flower which stumped us. The stunning view from the top of nearby  Yandin Hill 
framed by countless grass trees could not distract us from more I. asper, also petrophiles serruriae, striata, 
recurva, and brevifolia. 

We also spent a little time around Western Flora north of Eneabba, one of our favourite wildflower haunts. 
The roadside verges were burned in a major fire event late last year so looked quite different. We found P. 
seminuda in Bunney Road and Passinto Road. Although not in flower, it has yellow flowers and Margaret 
noted that it tends to grow in the same place as verticordias. It also has the interesting habit of changing 
foliage colour to red in autumn as a survival strategy, regreening after rain. The same area had P. recurva, P. 
macrostachya, P. drummondii and I. divergens. On the ‘sand patch’ at Neil and Kathy Reed’s property south 
of Arrino we found I. tridens, more P. recurva, and what is probably P. conifera among the Eucalyptus 
todtiana trees with their beautiful nuts. One mystery plant looked like a coarse form of P. brevifolia or could 
have been macrostegia. Towards Three Springs we found more I. divergens. 

Our final stop was Hi-Vallee, 40km north of Badgingarra and 250km north of Perth. This property is a must 
for any isopogon/petrophile lover visiting WA. There is no more convincing evidence than the fact that it is 
reported that David Lightfoot, our Study Group founder, went there on his honeymoon! The property is 
owned by Study Group members Don and Joy Williams and its bushland boasts no less than seven isopogons 
and fifteen petrophiles, many of which were in flower during our visit. 

Not even cold, driving rain could stop us getting out into the Hi-Vallee kwongan where you couldn’t help but 
admire I. adenanthoides, also known as the spider isopogon (and locally as the exploding star flower). This 
patch is like a private national park and we also found I. asper and I. linearis in flower. The petrophiles 
included pilostyla ssp. austrina, serrurriae, megalostegia, nivea and shuttleworthiana. P. shuttleworthiana is 
very similar to P. macrostachya with fern-like leaves,  and Don noted that it is usually taller and grows in 
sand whereas macrostachya grows in gravel. We were keen to see P. nivea in flower as it is a recent naming 
and only recorded on the property, however the flowers were nearly finished (see About our members for a 
photo of this species in flower from Don and Joy). The next day Don took us further afield into an area he 
and Joy call ‘Dryandra Heaven’ because of the huge numbers of this genus growing there. We found I. 
adenanthoides, P. shuttleworthiana and I. dubius here. Don has recently fenced it off from livestock so it will 
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be interesting to see how the plants, which already do well, react to more benign conditions, and what new 
plants begin to appear. 

   
Left, I. adenanthoides, Right, P. striata, Hi-Vallee. 

The astounding botanical diversity of this area continues along Tootbardi Road beyond Hi-Vallee. We saw I. 
teretifolius ssp. teretifolius and I. asper but the highlight of this stretch of road were P. chrysantha, P. 
brevifolia and I. dubius. The last two species were absolute showstoppers obvious even from a speeding car. 
We all agreed that these species were both great candidates for the newsletter cover photo (see P. brevifolia 
on page 1). 

The Big Soak Plain had recently been burned and the plants were low with some only just beginning to 
recover. The isopogons and petrophiles were in good shape however, especially I. panduratus ssp. 
panduratus, P. chrysantha and P. brevifolia. There was considerable debate about the identity of a particular 
petrophile growing here which was similar to P. chrysantha or P. striata. More work is required for us to 
identify this species. 

Phil applied for and was granted a scientific collecting license and he collected many isopogon and 
petrophile cuttings for propagation experiments, chiefly grafting. These arrived home in surprisingly good 
condition and he has been very busy in the shed grafting away. Study Group member John Knight has been 
assisting with propagating the cuttings. We will report on the results in future newsletters. 

Special thanks go to Kevin and Kathy Collins, Margaret Pieroni, and Don and Joy Williams for making the trip 
possible and sharing their expertise and company with us. Thanks also to Keith Alcock, Graham O’Neill, Brian 
Moyle, Lyn Alcock and Peter Olde. We all learned more about isopogons and petrophiles from each other, 
and we hope that this trip inspires further isopogon and petrophile activities, expecially propagating and 
growing these exciting plants. 

Logos 

Images of isopogons are being used in logos, a great way to increase awareness. Let us know if you see any 
others. 

The Australian Plant Image Index (APII) is the national collection of photographs and 
illustrations of Australia's flora. It is managed by the Australian National Botanic 
Gardens (ANBG). See https://www.anbg.gov.au/photo/index.html.  

 

 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/photo/index.html


The NSW APS East Hills Group is among the oldest APS groups 
in Sydney. I. anemonifolius is native to this area in the southern 
suburbs of Sydney just west of the airport. 

 

 

 

 

Isopogon anemonifolius: a strong plant with plenty of 
character 

Text and photos by Jenny Liney 

This article was first published in the Australian Plant Society South East NSW Newsletter 108, June 2015. 

Many of our Australian flowering plants have flexible branches and branchlets.  I expect that this is a strategy 
to cope with strong winds and low moisture levels – the more they can bend, the more pressure they can 
withstand. 

However, the genus Isopogon goes in quite the opposite direction.  To manage these weather extremes, 
Isopogon plants are stiff and unyielding.  This means that they are great survivors, hardy to frost and 
drought, growing in sandy to loam soils, moist to dry, in full sun or part shade.  The only thing they do not 
like is wet feet. 

The genus, all the species occurring only in Australia, belongs to the 
very variable family Proteaceae.  The flowers are arranged in globular 
clusters, prominently displayed at the ends of branches, each flower in 
the cluster (conflorescence in botanic-speak) having the typical 
Proteaceous structure.  Fruit are elongated globular, in the form of a 
cone that remains on the plant for a very long time.  When the fruit is 
fully mature, or the cone removed from the plant, the woody bracts 
open to release hairy seeds. 

Isopogon anemonifolius, common name Drumsticks, has yellow flowers and thick, rigid, very much divided 
leaves.  The whole plant is stiff and upright, growing slowly from about ½ to 2m in height, although mostly 
they are much smaller than 2m high.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Isopogon & Petrophile Study Group Newsletter 
 

23 

The generic name Isopogon comes from the Greek isos, meaning equal, and pogon, a beard, referring to the 
equal hairs on the fruit;  anemonifolius, as one would guess, means having foliage like the genus Anemone.  

The base name for this species, Protea anemonifolia, was given by an English botanist Richard Anthony 
Salisbury in a paper published in 1796.  The type specimen was collected from ‘Port Jackson’.  However, in 
1809, botanist Joseph Knight bestowed the generic name Isopogon in a publication On the Cultivation of the 
Plants belonging to the Natural Order of Proteaceae.   Since then, several names and varieties have been 
published, but they all have been declared invalid names or synonyms.  

Richard Anthony Salisbury had a somewhat contradictory personality, once described as ‘being between a 
rogue and a fool’.  He was a meticulous botanist who contributed significantly to the science, but was 
hopeless with money, disagreed with Linnaeus’s binominal systema sexuale for classifying plants and 
quarrelled with most of his peers.  It was reported that ‘there was a tacit understanding on the part of the 
botanical leaders of the period, including Brown, Banks, and Smith, that Salisbury’s botanical work and 
names should, as far as possible, be ignored’ – Journal of Botany,  1886.   

He had a short marriage that ended when it was claimed that he had misrepresented his finances when he 
had proposed marriage, had large debts and had declared bankruptcy for dubious purposes. 

The manuscript that included a description of Isopogon was published under the name of Joseph Knight 
(then gardener to an enthusiastic plant collector).  However, it turned out that Salisbury had worked on this 
paper with Joseph Knight, providing names that he (Salisbury) had memorised from a reading on the 
Proteaceae by Robert Brown to the Linnaean Society of London in 1809.  Thus Knight and Salisbury beat 
Brown to print and claimed priority for the names that Brown had authored.  In botanical nomenclature, a 
printed description takes precedence over a verbal one. 

So today, even though the honour of being included in the citation of this species was obtained in an 
underhand fashion, we cite Drumsticks as Isopogon anemonifolius (Salisb.) Knight.  The brackets around 
Salisbury’s name indicate that although the generic name was changed by Knight (1809), Salisbury remains 
as author of the species name. 

Financial Report 
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(Native Plants Queensland, Australian Plants Society NSW) 
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