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Dear M'ember, 

A coudle of years ago John Wrigley gave me some cuttings of Leptospermum macrocarpum 
from dhich we got a number of plants. We planted one in our garden which, although 
it ha$ grown very slowly, did produce one lone flower this year. We also planted one 
in ou4 daughter's garden and this one has grown extremely well and is now about 1 . 2 m  
high ith a spread of about 2.5m. This plant flowered very well this year over a Y fairly long period. 

I 

~nothek year is rapidly coming to an end and co-inciding with that is the closing 
stages of what has been a good flowering season for Callistemons. They were a bit 
later flowering this year than is usual possibly because of the unseasonally cool 

I weather we experienced throughout most of August. Our C 'Purple Splendour' flowered 
well a!gain this year. For the first time we had a few flowerss on a plant of 
C '~ldsshouse Pink Sensation' which was given to us by Mrs. Morgan. The flower on 
this dlant is of mid-pink colour and about 90mm long by 40mm diameter. This plant 
will $row to about 3.5m in height. Also flowering for the first time was a plant of 
C '~ldsshouse Dainty Lady' which is growing in our daughter's garden. This plant is 
curredtly less than lm high and produced a mass of very pale pink brushes about 75mm 
long do 40mm diameter. When fully grown it is reputed to grow to about 1.5m. 
~nfordunatel~ with the passing of Mrs. Morgan these latter two plants probably won't 
get td the nursery trade although I believe shes had applied to ACRA for registration 

1 I recyntly had the opportunity to visit some of the coastal heathland near Rainbow 
(east of Gympie). Most of the heath-type plants had finished flowering but 
was a good display of Melaleuca thymifolia varying in colour from pale mauve to 
mauve-purple. There also were a number of flowering plants of Melaleuca 

1 
cheel-fi.Leptospermum speciosum was heavily in flower as also were red and green forms 
of CaJlistemon pachyphyllus. 

prior 

I Septe,ber meeting of Ping Rivers SGAP traditionally is specimen night and you may be 
interested to know that between here and our daughter's garden I collected 36 specimens 
of Callistemon for display as well as specimens from a number of other genera. a New R leases 

I 

to her death. 

~ e ~ t o b ~ e r m m  '~~hrodite' has recently appeared in the nurseries round Brisbane. It 
is refiorted to grow to a height of 2.5m with a spread of 2m. I have heard it is a 
hybrid of L rotundifolium and L spectabile. According to the information on the 
label flowers are large and deep pink. The photograph on the label indicates the I flowers are similar to that of L spectabile. Leaves are narrow-elliptical similar to 

of L spectabile. Overall, the plant, according to the label, bears little 
lance to L rotundifolium. It will be interesting to see how this plant performs 
arden situation. 



Two new Callistemons have been released, both of which are selections from C 'candy 
Pink' x 'Tinaroo Falls ' (recurvus) . .<A: 

:, . 
. - Y>$ 

Callistemon 'Rose Mist' is described as being an outstanding callisgemon for decorative 
use. It possesses a very dense semi-weeping habit with fine foliage';;:fgiving it a softer 
appearance than many of the broad-leaved species. It grows 3 to 4 rngtres high by 2m 
wi-de. Rose rdhink flowers are produced in profusion in autumn with spot flowering 
throughout the year and another flush in spring. It is useful as a windbreak plant as 
it features a strong trunk system. Callistemon 'Rose Mist' grows in almost any 
situation even in heavy clay soils. It prefers full sun and with stands moderate 
frosts. 

Callistemon 'Allyn Mist' is said to develop into an attractive columnar shrub, a 
marked contrast to the normal rdflowering types. From a distance the flowers have a 
distinct orange hue which is enhanced by the mass of gold anthers. The main flowering 
periods for this dense 3 to 4 metre high shrub-,are autumn and spring. C 'Allyn Mist' 
has a strong single dmked habit and is toleran$,of the same conditions as C 'Rose '.,. 
Mist ' . -,t.,,, Q-. >: -- ,.,. 

Book Review 
..; 

The following article was foiwarded by Cleveland membegf; Mrs. Muriel Box, who is a 
long-term and very talented member of the Art in Bark ~ssociation. The genus Melaleuca 
provides a substantial part of the medium used by members of the Association. 

On Wednesday, 5th October 1994 the Queensland Museum launched a book on Bark Art by 
Danny Zam, Founder of Art in Bark Association of Aust (Inc). Dr. M. Greenway, an 
authority on Melaleucas and environmental problems gave a short introduction. The 
Art in Bark Association has been in existence for 21 years, over which time their art 
has improved, exceeding all expectations. From an early beginning of monotone colours, 
they have now discovered some natural colours to enhance the beauty of their pictures. 
From the greys, whites, creams, blacks (burned) of the outer layer of bark, to the 
chocolate, citrus, salmon, pinks etc. of the inner layers, together with some additives,. 
we have a marvellous palette with which to create unique works of art - so very 
Australian! These wonderful trees not only have lovely flowers and provide food and 
shelter for koalas, possums, bats, birds and insects, they are also a rich source of 
tea tree oil and honey. The trees are adept, being water lovers, in the removal of 
nutrients and heavy metals from wastewater effluent and urban stormwater. 

Are you interested in this art form? Contact Art in Bark Assoc (Inc), 167 Pickering 
Street, Enoggera, Brisbane. Ph. 3542055. Correspondence classes are also conducted. 
Danny Zam's book on Bark Art is also available at the above address. 

Seedling "dormancy" 

A number of members have requested information on how they can get plants to progress 
quickly past the seedling stage. A number of methods have been presented. Two of 
the recent ones are reproduced below for your information. 

The first is from Lyn Craven from the Australian National Herbarium. 
. .- - - - - -  - 

"A friend of mine, in aeffort to shorten the period to first flowering of Vireya 
Rhododendron seedlings, took cuttings of minute seedlings (plants about 2mm tall). 
Obviously there is only one cutting per plant. The cuttings were struck in live 
sphagnum and grown on, flowering in 18 months as opposed to 3, 4, 5 or more years. 
Vireya rhodos are likely to become 'dormant' in the small seedling stage, possibly 
due to suboptimal growing conditions, and they can stay in this state for some years. 
Seedling cuttings are one way of overcoming this, as well. 

Gwyn Clarke of the Calytrix SG tried this technique with Calytrix as she found that 
the tiny seedlings were very prone to damping off. I cannot remember what type of 
mix she used as a medium for striking the cuttings; from memory she did not use 
Sphagnum. The advantage of Sphagnum is that it has an antibiotic effect, the 



disadvantage is that delicate roots might be difficult to separate from the Sphagnum 
(if necessary) at potting up time. Gwyn's rooted cuttings, although tiny, apparently 
were much more tolerant of soil pathogens. It may be that theiritjation of adventitious 
roots is accompanied by such a different balance/quantity of hormones that greater 
immunity to nasties is the result. 

I r 

Perhaps slow Melaleuca seedlings will respond successfully to this treatment also. 
Note that a razor blade or scalpel should be used to take the cuttings. 

The Vireya Rhododendron seedlings were taken as cuttings when they had about 2 or 3 
true leaves. At this stage, they would be about 3-4 rnm tall. The cut is made below 
the cotyledons. My memory is inadequate for recalling as to whether or not the 
cuttings were under mist; I suspect not, Vireyas strike readily in a close frame with 
hand misting (by hose or hand sprayer) once or twice daily. (In Canberra I use bottom 
heat also .) 

Melaleuca seedings may be a little 'soft' for handling in this type of propagation. 
TheiVireya seedlings are relatively robust. Still, it may be worth a try. Especially 
for,'those who are having their seedlings stand still after germination." 

:I hrote to Gwyn Clarke of Calytrix SG some time ago but, to date, have not received 
:a reply. 

I would be interested to hear from anyone who trials the seedling cuttings method. 

The second article is from Jack Van Dam of Berry N.S.W. 

it I have an unheated glasshouse (winter temperature is around 0 C) and I grow seeds 
and cutting8 year round, although mainly in spring and autumn. My seed/cutting 
mixture is perlite, vermiculite, sometimes a small amount of sifted peat and I mix 
this in a small concrete mixer with water and some fish emtt~sion added to keep it 
damp. I sow in punnets for the bog method and I use the lids of foam vegetable boxes 
to hold them. When the seeds in the punnets get big enough to handle I pot them into 
small pots about six pots at a time, This ensures that if the first lot dies I 
can keep on going till the seed punnet is empty (or I have about a dozen good healthy 
plants). 

When big enough, I plant into square tubes till they are well grown, then into bigger 
pots or the garden. The potting mix I use for the first two pottings on is: 

1 bag of cheap potting mix 
Same amount of washed river sand 
1 ice cream container dynamic lifter (fine) 
1 ice cream container perlite 
1 ice cream container vermiculite 

When potting on to bigger pots I use the same mixture but I also mix in some nutricote 
(purple) for native plants. For any that have died I mix in the potting mix for later 
use. I mix a lot of soil early in the season so that it can mature before use and 
find this is a well drained mix. I find the small hand operated concrete mixer a boor. 
Fish emulsion and water keeps it all damp but not wet. However do not over-fertillise 
but remember that the mixture I use is sterile to begin with so some added nutrition is 
a must. The maturing is the key to healthy soil. 

One thing I have fbund is that worms in the potting mix are a disaster. Some time ago 
I mixed a batch and added well matured, pulverised cow manure which I collected myself 
from the paddocks. They must have contained worm eggs which hatched in the pots and 
I found that a good 90% of plants, small and large which had died had one or more 
worms in the mix 
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Seed Bank 

Stocks of seed of the following species is either in short supply or exhausted. 
Should you be able to provide seed of any of these it will be appreciated. 

Melaleuca pentagona polygaloides 
pulchella striata 
tricophylla uncinata 
teretifolia var 'Georgeana Molloy' conothamnoides 

Callistemon phoeniceus 
rigidus 

Melaleuca & Allied Genera Register 

I received a fairly good response to my request in the last newsletter for details of 
plants being grown by members. I have started to sort it out and have covered most of 
the Melaleuca species. I still have a way to go with Callistemon and Leptospermum spp. 

Pangarinda Arboretum 

The Pangarinda Arboretum Committee is working towards the establishment of an arboretum 
n 75 acres of sandy ground at Wellington East, South Australia under the auspices of 
he District Council of Meningie who have title to the land. The initial 12 acre area 
s being vermin-proofed to allow planting to begin. Planting is probably underway as 

-rigs were proposed for autumn 1994. nitial 

ny ass: - which can be offered in the form of monetary or physical support, supply 
01 suitable plants or seed will be appreciated by the Committee. Should you be able 
I: ise con 
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Members Reports 

Byron Williams, Kew, sent in a comprehensive report on the Callistemons he is growing. 
Some of his plants are interesting with a few in his list that I had not previously 
heard of: 

C 'Hamiltons Hybrid' - purchased from Austraflora Nursery in the early 1970's. It 
grows to 1.5m x 1.5m with dark red flowers, lOOmrn x 40mm,held erect in clusters. 
Flowering time is October. 

C 'Deery' - purchased from Austraflora Nursery at the same time as the one above. 
This plant usually flowers in November. Colour is, according to Byron, best described 
as a lipstick pinky red, shorter but wider than the flower on 'Hamiltons Hybrid'. 

C 'Jenny Wren' - this hybrid of C viminalis originated in Jan Sked's garden at 
Lawnton (N of Brisbane). Byron tells me it is thriving in Melbourne and flowers 
heavily each year. Flower colour is dark red. 

C 'Gilesii' - This plant is now known as C pungens. It is interesting to note that 
Byron says this plant does not normally flower well in Melbourne's cooler spring 
weather. It is generally a poor flower producer in Brisbane which we put down to the 
weather being too warm. However, this year after a prolonged cool to cold winter and 
general lack of rainfall plants in Brisbane are flowering well. 

C 'Evelyn Rice' - is reputed to be a hybrid of C 'Harkness' and C 'Beroondah Station'. 
Byron's plant is 0.5m high at 3 years old with purplish-red brushes. 



Trevor G i l b e r t  of Dubbo r e c e n t l y  conducted a survey  of 2.5 km of median s t r i p  
p l a n t i n g s  p lan ted  by t h e  l o c a l  Council  some 2  yea r s  ago. The p l an t ings  a r e  a 
mixture of Acacia,  Eucalyptus,  Cal l i s temon,  Melaleuca and Leptospermum spp.  Cal l i s temons  
made up 12% of t h e  t c t a l p l a n t i n g  and have s u f f e r e d  t h e  h ighes t  l o s s  r a t e  a t  20%. 
Melaleuca spp most ly i ncana ,  h y p e r i c i f o l i a  and l a t e r i t a  had a  l o s s  r a t e  of 14%. 

J e f f  I r o n s ,  England s e n t  over  magazine c u t t i n g s  showing photographs of t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  
Exh ib i t  a t  Chelsea Flower Show as organised  by t h e  Duchess of Hamilton. J e f f  s p e n t  t h e  
week of Chelsea a t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Garden which, he t e l l s  me, c r ea t ed  a  l o t  of i n t e r e s t  
among v i s i t o r s .  One of h i s  anecdotes  is  about  a  grand dame of English gardening 
t e l l i n g  someone t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  f lower ing  p l a n t  w a s  a r a r e  red-flowering gum. Je f f  
reckons w e  would have c a l l e d  it a b o t t l e b r u s h .  J e f f ' s  p a r t  of England s u f f e r e d  a cold  
win te r  which r e s u l t e d  i n  poor f l ower ing  of  t h e  Cal l is temons.  J e f f  a l s o  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  
t h i s  year  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  he  c u t  Melaleuca squa r rosa  and found it t o  be a good c u t  
f lower .  It doesn ' t  drop its stamens l i k e  most of t h e  Cal l is temons do. H a s  anyone e l s e  
had exper ience  w i t h  t h i s  o r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  as a c u t  f lower? 

Derr ick  Arna l l  forwarded h i s  u s u a l  newsy, welcome l e t t e r s .  H i s  l e t t e r s  e a r l i e r  t h i s  
year  s a i d  they  were s u f f e r i n g  s e v e r e  drought wi th  ano the r  poor maize crop a l though  
South Af r i ca  has  a p p a r e n t l y  had good r a i n .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  i tem i n  one of D e r r i c k ' s  
l e t t e r s  is t h a t ,  i n  M a l a w i ,  Melaleuca leucadendra f lowers  i n  February. I n  Br isbane ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  it u s u a l l y  d o e s n ' t  s ta r t  t o  f lower  u n t i l  about  mid-April and then  f lowers  on 
i n t o  win te r .  

Fea tu re  Garden 

I though I would keep it i n  t h e  fami ly  and f e a t u r e  . the garden belonging t o  our  daughter  
and son-in-law, Naomi and Ray Hopsick a t  Alexandra H i l l s .  When they bought t h e  
p r o p . e r t y  3 y e a r s  ago it w a s  2 yea r s  o l d  and t h e r e  had been a  half-hearted a t t e m p t  t o  
develop a garden i n  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house wi th  l a n t a n a ,  p r o s t r a t e  j un ipe r ,  t i bouch ina ,  
a z a l e a s ,  ga rden ia  t o  name a few. (A l l  no-nos t o  A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t  nu t s . )  A r e t a i n i n g  
w a l l  had been b u i l t  a long  t h e  f r o n t  f ence  l i n e .  

The p rope r ty  is 724m2 i n  a r e a  wi th  a s t e e p  r i s e  from t h e  road t o  t h e  back f ence .  Most 
of t h e  o r i g i n a l  t o p s o i l  is gone except  f o r  a s t r i p  a long  t h e  back fence and p a r t  of t h e  
back s i d e  boundar ies .  The o r i g i n a l  s o i l  p r o f i l e  comprises  150-200mm of grey s i l t y  loam 
u n d e r l a i n  by a medium, s l i g h t l y  crumbly r e d  c l a y  which i s  i n  t u r n  under la in  by heavy 
r e d  c l a y .  Even i n  i t s ' h i g h l y  d i s t u r b e d  s t a t e  t h e  s o i l  is f a i r l y  easy t o  work and 
a c c e p t s  water  q u i t e  wel l .  

A l e v e l  pad had been excavated f o r  t h e  house s i t e  and behind t h i s  and 1 metre  above it 
a f u r t h e r  l e v e l  pad had been excavated between h e r e  and t h e  back fence. There w a s  very 
l i t t l e  development a t  t h e  rear of t h e  house except  f o r  a  few t r e e s  which had been 
p l a n t e d  b u t  n o t  maintained.  The a z a l e a s ,  gardenia ,  iris e t c .  were growing a long  t h e  
f r o n t  of  t h e  house and were r e t a i n e d .  The r e s t  of t h e  f r o n t  yard p l a n t s  except  f o r  a  
l eopa rd  tree (Caesa lp in i a  f e r r e a ) ,  a Baeckea s p  M t .  Tozer,  a low growing form of 
Tibouchina and a couple  of cycads were removed. On t h e  l e f t  hand s i d e  of t h e  b lock  
G r e v i l l e a  ' F o r e s t  Rambler', 'Honey Gem', 'Histy Pink ' ,  'Robyn Gordon' and 'Superb' were 
p l a n t e d  t o g e t h e r  w i th  Cal l i s temon c i t r i n u s  '~ngela', C 'Dainty Lady ' ,  Bauera rubiodes,  
a Baeckea s p  and Leptospermum 'Pink Cascade'and ' P a c i f i c  Beauty'. There is a pathway 
a long  t h e  s i d e  t h e  garden a long  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house and i n  another  garden on t h e  
s t r e e t  s i d e  of  t h e  pathway a number of Cal l i s temons  ' M r .  F o s t e r ' ,  'Ngun Ngun Red' ,  
'E ldo rado ' ,  v i m i n a l i s  p i n k , g o l a n d i i  dwarf and p e a r s o n i i  p l u s  a g ra f t ed  G r e v i l l e a  
p a t e n t i l o b a ,  a Melaleuca thmafo l i a  and 'Cot ton Candy', Eucalyptus ptychocarpa and 
Xanthosternon ch rysan thus  have been p l an ted .  These gardens have been we l l  mulched. 

The f i r s t  j o b  i n  t h e  back yard was t o  b u i l d  a r e t a i n i n g  w a l l  t o  s t a b l i s e  t h e  
e x c a v a t i o n  b a t t e r  behind t h e  house. The l e v e l l e d  a r e a  above t h e  house pad had been c u t  
i n  a h a l f  moon shape  which l e f t  a h ighe r  a r e a  around t h e  boundary. The l e v e l l e d  a r e a  
w a s  t i d i e d  up and grassed .  The h ighe r  a r e a s  were planted w i t h  a variety of shrubs. 
Some of  t h e s e  are Cal l i s temon 'Wollumbin ( f lowers  consistently), 'Wi ldf i re ' ,  'Eldorado',  
' Snowdr i f t  ' ( l a r g e  whi te  b rushes ) ,  Sa l ignus  red ,  pearsonii, 'McIntosh' , ' L I t t l e  ~ o h n  ' ; 
G r e v i l l e a  j o h n s o n i i  ( g r a f t e d ) ,  'Bundara Beauty ' , ' S h i r l e y  Howie ' (original dead but 
r e p l a c e d  by self-sown s e e d l i n g s )  , ' Canterbury Gold, 'Sunrise' ; Banksia ' ~ i a n t  candles' 
and s p i n u l o s a  va r  c o l l i n a ;  Baeckea v i r g a t a  dwarf;  Micromyrtus c i l i a t a ;  Swainsona 
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galegifolia; Westringia fruiticosa and a sp from Central Qld; Kunzea graniticola; 
Barklya syringif olia; Melaleuca f ilif olia, laterita, viridif lora, quinquenervia (red), 
calothamnoides, cornucopia, thymifolia, linariifolia (dwarf). 

A Grevillea robusta, Liquidamber, Murraya paniculata and a tree fern (Cyathea cooperii) 
had been planted by the previous owners and were retained. 

Ground cover plants introduced include Rulingia hermannifolia, Grevillea 'Royal Mantle', 
Pultenea villosa x spinosa , Scaevola 'Mauve Clusters ' and 'Purple Fanfare ' . 
Plants which have regenerated from the original vegetation of the area include 
Westringia eremicola, Cassinia laevis, Lomandra multiflorus (in great profusion), 
Goodenia rotundifolia, Hardenbergia violacea. 

Four Grevillea seedlings ('Misty Pink' type) have appeared. All have flowered in 
different shades ranging from very pale pink to dark pink. 

Many of the larger growing plants are 2 - 2.5m high now with the smaller growing ones 
also well developed. September/October this year saw a very good display with almost 
every plant in flower to some degree. 

How about some of the members out,there sending in details of their gardens for 
inclusion in future newsletters. I'm starting to run out of gardens that I can use. 

Financial Statement 

Receipts Expenditure 

Balance at 6/6196 
Membership 

Seed 

Less expenditure 

Less SDT 

Balance as per Bank Statement 8/9/94 $646.33 

Membership 

Membership Fees were due on 1st July. A red X on the front page of your Newsletter 
indicates your subscription for this year has not been received. 

Stop Press 

I have just received a letter from Kaye Bartlett, Pangarinda Arboretum Committee with 
copy of the chairperson's report. Their first application for a grant was unsuccessful 
but the second resulted in a grant of $3603.00 from "One Billion Trees". 

Direct seeding of windbreaks has been completed. Acacias made up the majority of seed 
but included in the mix were Melaleuca lanceolata, Leptospermum coriacea and Callistemon 
rugulosus. Hundreds of Acacias have germinated and they wait with interest for results 
of the balance of the seed. 

All the best for Christmas and the New Year. 


