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The main r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  $ormation of t h i s  group w a s  i n s p i r e d  
by t h e  g r e a t  work be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  in t h e  f i e l d  and t h e  
l a b o r a t o r y  in t h e  p r e s e n t  c r o s s i n g  p r o s r a n s  2nd h y b r i d i s i n g  
u s i n g  o u r  l o v e l y  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  some decades  zgo t h e  Queensland 
r e g i o n  had t h e  s t r o n g e s t  assembly of n a t i v e  o r c h i d  e n t h u s i a s t s  
i n  t h i s  s t a t e .  

Long b e f o r e  t h e  fo rmat ion  of t h e  popu la r  p r e s e n t  s p e c i a l i s t  
bod ie s  we crammed ou r  benches  w i t h  s p e c i e s  o r c h i d s  o f  A u s t r a l i a .  
Ln t h o s e  days  e n t h u s i a s t s  l i k e d  David Hockings, B i l l  ? \ f i t  c h e l l ,  
Col. Harman, J i m  Howie znd  y o u r s  t r u l y ,  brought  i n  t h e i r  o r c h i d s  
f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a d  l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e l y  t o  David Hockings 
o r  pe rhaps  Trevor  Hunt abou t  t h e r e  c u l t u r e .  

Two g r e a t b o o k s w e r e p u b l i s h e d ,  Orch ids -o f  A u s t r a l i a - b y  D a v i d  
Jones.  Th is  a u t h o r  seems t o  have now en t e r ed  i n t o  most 
b o t a n i c a l  f i e l d s  of w r i t i n g .  In t h e  hope t h a t  we g e t  good 
response  t o  t h i s  group and  t h a t  n a t i v e  o r c h i d  s tudy  be  once 
inore a v i t a l  p a r t  of A. S .G .A .P .  'I viish t o  la,unch t h i s  group 
w i t h  an s r t i c l e  I had p b l i s h e d  z.bout 20 y e a r s  a so .  
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by L.P. But t  

nl li.1.e - ind igenous  o r c h i d s  of Auss ra l i a  a . re  a f a s c i n a t i n g  g r o q  
. . - -  

of p l z n t  s b : ~ . t  u p  t i l l  a b ~ : ~ - . t  t h e  time ti;: 1 L; . l i dc  D D ~ ; L ~ L . L ~ .  ~ 1 2 .  
S.H. Nii . ,holls  p~b l i~ i i_? . , d  books d e a l i n 2  :,:ith ;h?:,!l in 1959 n o t  
ve ry  ;nxch h : . a -  '3cen doae i n  a l i - tera . r .y  , . . . : j   bout them t o  any 
:rest extefi2. Today t h e y  a r e  ve ry  :such to t he  f o r e ,  and 
a p ~ r t  from t h e  s r a r io :~s  o r c h i d  s o c i e t i e s  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  grou2s  
s p 2 c i a . l i s i n g  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y ,  2,112 i n v e s t i g a t i n ~  c o r r e c z i o n s  i:1 
t h e i r  nomencla ture .  Such co;mendable work is n o t  ~ ~ l y  
enlighten in,,^ h u t  i t  c r e a t e s  z ~ a i n  t h e  needed i r t t e r e s t  f o r  
e x p l o r a t i o n  2nd r e s e m c h .  

Cut o f  s l l  t h i s  h z s  come mz.ny c z s e s  o f  c o r r e c t  nzrning, t h e  
Dendrobiun b ig ibbun  ( ~ o o k t o w n  Orchid)  be ing  t y p i c 2 1  02 t h i s .  
Hmever  j u s t  as impor tzn t  t o  t h e  e n t h u s i e s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  new 
s p e c i e s  a r e  t u r n i n g  up as a r e s u l t  of e x p l o r a t i o n ,  and t h e  cons t an t  
t h r e a t  t h a t  o l d e r  s p e c i e s  can become e x t i n c t  i s  b e i n g  counted by 
t h e  u s e  of t i s s u e  c u l t u r e .  Las t  y e a r  I viewed f i r s t  h a d  such a 
p r o j e c t ,  i n  Darwin w i th  N.T. Spec ies .  
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I f e e l  t h i s  method should  a l s o  be  r ; ~ : ~ l i e d  t o  s p e c i e s  th2.t 
have s i m b i o t i c  growth d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  such a s  the Dipodium grou? 
of ground o r c h i d s  and t h e  e l u s i v e  but  ve ry  l(jve1.y c l imbing 
o r c h i d  Galeo la  f o l i a t a .  Already s, l o t  h2s been done t o  cul t iva .ke  
d i f f i c u l t  s p e c i e s ,  and t h e  minute  ground o r c h i d s  of  our  f o r e s t s  
and f i e l d s ,  can now b e  grown as ~ u c ~ e s s f u l l y  as t h e i r  e x o t i c  
cous in s .  When I s a y  ~IKnow your  n a t i v e  o r c h i d s "  t h i s  i s  no t  
meant d e s c r i p t i v e l y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  knoir,: t h e  c u l t u r a l  s i d e  of your 
p l a n t  o r  p l a n t s .  C u l t u r e  of 211 o r c h i d s  i s  e individu.a l  t h i n g  
and many peop le  u s e  v a r i o u s  methods. ?he g e n e r ~ l  ce.re of 211 
o r c h i d s  i s  n o t  something t h a t  r e q u i r e s  e l z b o r z t e  equipment o r  
any s p e c i a l  knowledge. R a t h e r ,  t h e  r u l e s  n r e  c l e e r  :n5 sim;?le 
bu t  must be  adhered  t o  if the  besifiner !*:ishss to  zccep t  she  
cha l l enge '  of g rowing  healthy n e t l i r e  orchid:; that  \;,:ill flo;.:ier 
f o r  them. The b a s i c  principles :ire ba . s idz l ly  t h e  sene v,:ith a l l  
t k e  f a m i l y  of o r c h i d s ,  finding 2 3ros:in: mediux t h a t  i s  
compat ible ,  giving c o r r e c t  l i zh t  in5 ~ n d  f e r t  i l i s e r ,  and t ~ k i n z  
p r e c a u t i o n s  a g a i n s t  p l a n t  p e s t s  and d i s e z s e s .  Here l i s t e d  belo?: 

l i a r e  s e v e r a l  of t h e  b e s t  s p e c i e s  t h z t  viere once bnousht too 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  c u l t i v a t e ,  f o r  a l l  bu t  t he  keenes t  e n t h u s i a s t s .  
filost can be ob t a ined  from r e l i a b l e  n u r s e r i e s  d e z l i n z  i n  o r c h i d s ,  
vvhile t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l s  a r e  mos t ly  e v a i l e b l ~  et p re sen t  f r o n  
c o l l e c t o r s  on ly .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  zlthough saxe s g e c i e s  are 
s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  minute speci:.s :.in3 var ie ib ies  a r e  st ill 
b e i n g  ploughed under  by heavy machi:~er!y i n  t h e  hznds of most 
deve lope r s .  I could a d v i s e  i n t e r e s t s ~ i  c o l l e c t o r s  t o  seek zdv ice  
from t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  s o c i e t i e s  f o r  :~rov;in;? A u s t r a l i ~ n  p l a n t s  i n  

r c a p i t a l  c i t y .  

Pha ius  t a n k e r v i l l i a e  



These may a l s o  be obtained from organ i sa t ions  l i k e  The 
Caladenias,  and P t e r o s t y l i s .  
Phaius t a n k e r v i l l i a e  . . . This i s  my f irst  choice,  as I 
consider  it i s  one of A u s t r a l i a ' s  f i n e s t  t e r r e s t r i a l  orchids.  
This b e a u t i f u l  p l a n t  can have 10  crn blooms borne on a s t rong  
e rec t  m i k e  t h a t  r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  base of a  s t o u t  ovate  
psuedobcbulbs, each having a wide r ibbed l e a f .  ?IIy otr;n p lan t  
l a s t  year  c a r r i e d  a  sp ike  of e i g h t  such f l o n e r s .  There a r e  
s e v e r a l  v a r i a t i o n s ,  as  t o  t h e  colour  of s e p a l s  and p e t a l s ,  
t h e  b e s t  being \?~ 'n i te  on t h e  r e v e r s e  and chocolete  o n  t h e  i n s i d e .  .. 2he main 1ab;llurn islemon verginz t o  plum t;i-:;k E r :hi ts  r l  
l i p .  There is 2. jaXlo.<v p e t a l l e d  r'3r.n in North Q~ec;nsl>-~;.nd 
~ e s i l  1712is p l a n t  wza once common on the  Gold Coast, 
growing i n  sv,lamps j u s t  back frorn t h e  then dunes i n  2 e i d e  a rea .  
Holivever i3 was soon destroyed by l and  developers  nore 
i n t e r e s t e d  in p u t t i n g  houses where t h e  dunes were. There a r e  
s t i l l  s t ands  of i t  on t h e  l o r e t o n  and Stradbroke I s l a n d s  
wise ly  p ro tec ted  by a s t r i c t  conservat ion l a w ,  I hzve found 
t h e  main Yorm on t h e  s lopes  of-Buderim hlountain d s o .  P l a n t s  
can be grown i n  a cymbidium mix., commercially so ld  by some 
chain s t o r e s .  However leaf-mould, c h a r c o d  sharp s a n d p e a u t  s h e l l s ,  
r i c e  h u l l s  and peat moss a r e  a l l  u s e f u l  i n  rnakins mixtures  f o r  
t h e  orchid.  It can s tand h a l f  o r  broken sun l igh t .  The t i n y  
Corybas o r  helmet o rch ids  have a s i n g l e  small  l e a f  3n t h e  ground 
and g e n e r a l l y  a r e  growing llEn-masselt. The rounded helmet flower 
appears  t o  form on t h e  l e a f .  P t e r o s t y l i s  orchids  (greenhoods) 
f lower on a  t h i n  stem t h a t  r i s e s  from a  s i n g l e  p r o s t r a t e  l e a f .  
Caladenias o r  f a i r y  o rch ids ,  t o  sp ide r  o rch ids ,  l i k e  t h e  two 
mentioned a r e  a l s o  t e r r e s t r i a l  but  with a s i z e  v a r i a b l e  from 
minute t o  l a r g e  i n  t h e  f lowers .  Western A u s t r a l i a  has t h e  
l a r g e s t  f lower ing  s p e c i e s  some 25 cm. a c r o s s  t k e  bloom. 
A l l  t h e s e  o r c h i d s  respond t o  vary ing  mixtures  of a l o o s e  loainy 
n a t u r e  providing you allov; good drainage. ; h e  grower of my 
acquaintance h a s  so per fec ted  t h e  ar t  of growing them t h a t  h i s  
pot ted spec inens  could be shovm when i n  f lower a g a i n s t  many 
e x o t i c  s p e c i e s  favourably.  One t h i n g  i s  c l e a r  they  do p r e f e r  
n a t u r a l  l i g h t  t o  g l a s s  house c u l t u r e .  A l l  groir/ from t i n y  bulbs 
t h a t  form j u s t  beloi-4 t h e  s o i l  sur face .  

This i s  only a b r i e f  a r t i c l e  on a tremendous s u b j e c t ,  but t h e  
:nain t h i n g  t o  remember i s  t o  t a k e  a l l  such a r t i c l e s  as a 
guide only,  as  personal  p r a c t i c a l  experience l e a d s  t o  b e t t e r  
growins. 


