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This time let us discuss a genus having 330 species world wide, but only
four within Australia, Pirst described by Jonn Lindley in 1830 ana named
for a fantasy tigure, OBERON, KING OF FAIKIES. That character from
Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's DreamJ " Lindley like so mamny great
botanists had a fanciful perhaps poetic side to him, and yes, pernaps

saw 1n the trailers of exquisitely tiny blooms, tairies clustering around

their monarch, '

Further to, and maybe 2 backup to this line of thought, Lindley according
to Jones) has priority over Mueller in naming one Oberomia Titania (The
king and queen of fairies) thus putting Mueller's mamimg of Palmicola into

SYBORYRY .

This latter Oberonia like all others im the Australia genera is epiphytic
but has been found growing lithophytic occasiomally, It forms dense clumps
of very small iris like leaf growth, the individual plantlets having'pethaps
four to eiéht erect fan like leaflets, the colour beimg grey greem, but if
.founa im good light a decided pink hue, Years ago, whem a lot more agile
than I am now I often found it in the native scrub around Nerang amd along
the Gaven Way where it grew on trees bordering dry creek and watercourse dips
in the terrain, 1It's sheer beauty has to be experienced td be appreciateda
This diminitive flowering gem has two flowering periods. One, here in the
subtropics - February to May and further south in the springtime. The
flowering racemes are 15 cmé, imn length grow erect them arch over and
suspend., The flower colour is described as red but I would rather say
reddish/bronze to my eye, The petal and sepals oval and the little lip im
three parts, Flower size approx. 1/17 of am imch, I will leave you to
figure out those millimetres; Imagine how mamy fit on a2 15 cm, raceme and
that some clumps have twenty such racemes. This 2s you cap see is a
worthwhile species for cultivation and it is a pity it is mot grown more

than 1 have seen,

Oberonia muelleriand - & much larger speciea very widespread throughout the
Queensland coastline, but extending into mortherm raimforest to 1,000 feet
(over 300 metres). A loosely growing clump having the iris like leaf form
of greenish yellow, and up to seven to eight leaves rather fleshy at the
base, The inflorescence is usually 15 cm's, generally arching at the apex,

The diminitive flowers about 1/10 im, (2.5 mm. across) mot as showy as im the

. Titania but nevertheless unique by way of the tiny linear petals/sepals and
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the fringing on the margins of the labellumy

Sometimes the leaf formation is slightly falcate, This species hias a large

growing range and extends to New Guinea,

Oberonia attenuata described by Alick Dockrill - This very attractive

miniature occurs between the Russell and the Bloomfield rivers according

to Dockrill, The flattened linear leaves 8 to 10 cm., long (up to four inckes).

The plant is very péndulous’in nature and apbarently would grow better in

that fashion, It seems to occur in rainforest in gorges or close to streams,

The leaves overlap and end in needle points, The flowering'raceme is some

15 cm's, It starts with tiny sharp bracts and ends in a gtrisg -of tiny red/brown
blooms 1,5 mm, across, These blooms however deserve a look through a glass if

ever & bloom did, The petals point upward are linear; the sepals oval or boatshaped
and the lipis three lobes and each lobe divides to two parts. Dockrill gives

flower size as 1/16 of an inch,

Oberonia carnosa - (Peter "Bill" Lavarack), This one is foreign territory to
me so must be described as David Jones quotes ,.0 Small and epiphytic forming

erect, single or sparcely clad clumps of flattened-iris like growths (ungucte),

Bven the racemes on the plant are rather tiny being only 6 cm's. long but
bearing whorls of tiny blooms of oraﬂge shading, The bloom size to 1.5 mm.
across, the labellum segmented and toothes, It is described as being easy to
grow in tropics and sub-tropics but requiring heat and glass house in

temperate zones,
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