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T h i s  t ime l e t  u s  d i s c u s s  a genus having 330 s p e c i e s  world wide, b u t  on ly  

fou r  w i th in  A u s t r a l i a ,  F i r s t  de sc r loed  Dy Jonn Lindley i n  1830 ana namea 

>or  a fan tasy  r i g u r e ,  'OBEKON, KING OF FAIRIES. That c h a r a c t e r  from 

Shakespeare 's  "A Midsummer Night 's  ~reami;" Lindley l i k e  s o  many g r e a t  

b o t a n i s t s  had a f o n c l f u l  perhaps p o e t i c  side t o  nim, and y e s ,  pernaps  

saw i n  t n e  t r a i l e r s  o f  e x q u i s i t k l y  t i ny  blooms, k a i r i e s  clustering around 

t h e i r  anonarcha 

Fu r the r  t o ,  and maybe a backup t o  t h i s  l i n e  o f  thought ,  Liadley accord ing  

t o  J o n e s )  h a s  - p r i o r i t y  over  Mueller i n  naming ome Oberonia T i t a n i a  (The 

k i n g  and queen o f  f a i r i e s )  t h u s  p u t t i n g  Hue l l e r ' s  a a a i a g  of  Palmicola  i n t o  

synonymy. 

Th i s  l a t t e r  Oberonia like.?!l o t h e r s  i n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a  genera i s  e p i p h y t i c  

. but  h a s  been found growing l i t h o p h y t i c  occasional ly .  It  forms dense clumps 
r 

of very small  i r i s  l i k e  l e a f  growth, the i n d i v i d u a l  p l a n t l e t s  having perhaps  

fou r  t o  e i g h t  erect f an  l i k e  l e a f l e t s .  t h e  co lour  be ing  grey g reen ,  b u t  i f  

' found i a  good l i g h t  a dec ided  pink hue.. Years ago, when a l o t  more a g i l e  

than I am now I o f t e n  found i t  b t h e  n a t i v e  s c rub  around Nerang and 210dg' 

t h e  Gavem Way where i t  grew on t r e e s  border ing  d ry  c r e e k  and watercourse  d i p s  

i n  t h e  t e r r a i n ,  It 's shee r  beauty has  t o  be exper ienced  t b  be  app rec i a t edk  

Th i s  d i m i n i t i v e  f lower ing  gem has  two f lower ing  per iods .  One, h e r e  in t h e  

s u b t r o p i c s  - Febrpary t o  M y  and f u r t h e r  south  i n  t h e  spr ingt ime.  The 

f lowering racemes a r e  15  cmS. ia  l e n g t h  grow erect then  a r c h  over  and 

suspend. The f lower  co lou r  is  d e s c r i b e d  as red bu t  I would r a t h e r  say  

reddish/bromze t o  my eye, The p e t a l  &ad seprls o v a l  and  t h e  l i t t l e  l i p  in 

t h r e e  p a r t s *  Plower s i z e  xpprox. 1/17 o f  m inch. I w i l l  l e a v e  yeu to 

f i g u r e  o u t  those  r i l l i a e t r e ~ ~  Imagine how many f i t  on a IS  CEO r8ceme and  

t h a t  some clumps have twenty such racemes. T h i s  as you can see i s  

worthwhile s p e c i e s  f o r  c u l t i v r t i o n  and i t  i s  k p i t y  i t  i s  s o t  grown more 

than I have seeno 

Oberonia r rue l le r iana  - a much l a r g e r  spec i e8  very widespread throughout t h e  

Queensland c o a s t l i n e ,  bu t  extending i n t o  northerm r a i a f o r e s t  to  1,000 f e e t  

(over 300 metres).  A l oose ly  growing clump having the i r i s  l i k e  l e a f  f o r a  

o f  g r e e n i s h  yellow, and up to  seven t o  e i g h t  l e a v e s  r a t h e r  f l e shy  a t  t h e  

base. The in f lo re scence  i s  usua l ly  15 cm's. g e n e r a l l y  Brching a t  t h e  apexo 

The d i m i a i t i v e  f lowers  about  1/10 in. (2,s ma. a c r o s s )  a o t  a6 showy 8s in t h e  

. T i t m i a  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e 6 s  unique by way o f  t he  t i n y  l i n e a r  peta1JsepalS, and  



. . . . .  
t he  f r inging on t h e  margins of the labellumtt 

. . .  
Sometimes the  l e a f  fo rao t ion  i s  s l i g h t l y  f a l c a t e o  T h i s  species  has a l a r g e  

growing range and extends t o  New Guinea,, 

Oberonia a t t enua ta  descr ibed by Alick Dockr i l l  - This  very a t t r a c t i v e  

miniature occurs between the  Russel l  and the  Bloomfield r iver ;  according 

t o  Dockrill. The f l a t t e n e d  l i n e a r  l eaves  8 t o  10 cm. long (up t o  four inches).  

The p lan t  i s  very pendulous ' in  na ture  and apparent ly  would grow b e t t e r  i n  

t h a t  fashion, It seems t o  occur i n  r a i n f o r e s t  i n  gorges o r  c lose  t o  streamso 

The l eaves  over lap  and end i n  needle points.  The flowering 'raceme i s  eome 

15 cm'mo It s t a r t s  wi th  t iny  sharp b r a c t s  and ends i n  a ,~tbisg af t i n y  redfirown 

blooms 1.5 4, across,  These bloom6 however deserve a look through a g l a s s  i f  

ever a bloom did, The p e t a l s  point  upward a r e  l i n e a r i  the  sepa l s  ova l  o r  boatshaped 

and the  l i p i s  th ree  l o b e s  and each lobe d iv ides  t o  two par t s .  Dockri l l  g i v e s  

flower s i z e  a s  1/16 of  an inch, 

~ b e r o n i a  crrnosa - (Peter  " B i l l "  Lavarack). Th i s  one i s  fore ign t e r r i t o r y  t o  

me so must be descr ibed a s  David Jones quotes S m l l  and ep iphy t i c  forming 

e r e c t ,  s ing le  o r  sparcely c l ad  clumps of f l a t t e n e d - i r i s  l i k e  growths (un+ote>. 

Even the  racemes on t h e  p lan t  a r e  rather t iny  being only 6 cm's. long but  

bearing whorls o f  t i n y  blooms of orange shading, The bloom s i z e  t o  1.5 mo 

ac ross ,  the labellum segmented and todthes. It ii descr ibed a s  being easy t o  

grow i n  t r o p i c s  and sub-tropics but requi r ing  heat  and g l a s s  house i n  

temperate zones. 




