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Once again the newsletter and yes in spite of the fact that no more
information came in between times, I just must lead off this year with a
conservative theme as conservation of our native orchidacedae is quite a
vital issue, actually the main one coming in advance of how to grow, how

to know, and where to get ¢ ¢ ¢ o o

Several issues are vital, we as ASGAP are constantly told to protect our
wildflowers, conserve by practical cultivation etc,, even if it comes to it
the foliage natives, i.e. palms, cycadales, grass trees, ferns, &roids,

etc, Yes orchids do get a2 mention, genmerally that we must not take them
from the bush, only from legitimate growing sources, of which in Queensland
there are all too few, Troppo John of Beachmere is one I have previously
told you of, Mest of the Queensland exotic nurseries seem to be fazing them

out, or only selling certain types.

This however is getting away from the issue which is that so many of. them
havetrees as hosts and although never mentioned in tree conservation issues
are also lost whemn they timber, or UGH! woodchip old forests,

Forest industries of New South Wales are my pet hate, and I always listen to
their blatant untruths over the T.V. knowing that mamy listeners believe what

they say although I could shoot down their statements daily.

Bven in my days in Queensland forestry, whem at last werkers collect Staghorns
and elks, the only recognised orchids worth the saving were B, speciosum,
P, gracilicaule and perhaps D, aemulum, a1l others were not commercially

worth the saving and piled up to be burnt,

Develapers in North Queensland clear areas of small paper bark melaleucas
before widening roads or clearing land for sale in complete disregard for the
valuable colonies of Dendrobium canaliculatum on them, also P, smilleae and

many bulbophyllum go this way,
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Two worthwhile schemes I do know of to place such orchids re-estabiished in a
safe haven, I was involved in and each fell through, One was the bush garden
at O'Reilly's Guest House which started off in grand style with Col, Harman at
the helm but gradually went into a tourist venture as a botanical gardens. It
is successful as this, but not as a native orchid conservatory. The second was
my effort witia tne Joan Oxley orcnid ;roup &t SBinke 3urra lodge on what is now

called the sensory trail for tae blind,

It also starited ofi witii great asges, but compieic lack of interest and
maintenance ¥illea tais projecie.
All over Australia waerzver we mect, A.5.G.4.F. saculd be organising such

things and ¢ols oi displaced orchias 3aouls bDe put thereg

Phyius Tankervilliae

New namings ar2 now tae tning of tae aay, and soce I find so ludicrous I will

continue to use tne name . nave peen used to these many years,
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Galeola foliata becomes Psueodovannila foliata and Galeola cassythpides

becomes Psuedovannila cassythoides, but why, I venture to ask?

These two orchids needed a clear identification, because they always
were in constant danger of extinction, simply because, so far no method
had been found to cultivate them, This because they are symbiotic to a
certain fungus in nature and cultivation has become one of extreme
difficulty. To the best of my knowledge this is still the case, but if

any member knows further than this I would be eager to hears;

Research into cultivation is a far better gift to Australian growers than
deciding the genus needs 2 new name, which does nothing to the advancement
of eur erchids Psuedo vanilla, says to me that the orchid is an imitation
of true vanilla, I would like to ask, in what way, maybe another member

can put a few rare words to paper and oblige me,

Another ground orchid that is my particular love (and which I no longer own)
is Dipodium ensifolium from Northern Queensland in particular the Cardwell

to Tully areas and the areas also along the Mission Beachg

Its counterpart Dipodium punctatum like Galeola is extremely difficult to
cultivate, but in S.B. Qld, and with T.L.C., I must admit it can be made to

grow and to flower,

I first found it while holidaying at Bilyana, just back from the side of the
road to Tully, Growing next to minute grass trees, and looking very like the
éoftest leak vanda ia feliage, To see it in flower is to immediately love it.
The type I saw grew in sunny sections of a low melaleuca grove mostly beside
tiny grass trees, The leaf is linear lancelate 20 cm. long forming each side
of stem as in a vanda pale green ribbed both sides, texture of leaf as in
phaius orchid. Inflorescence rises from below leaves, length to 30 cm, As
many as 40 blooms on two stems occasionally, sepals and petals rose with
purple heavy spotting, lip a little shorter than petals, generally dark rose
purple, Variation I feund was light purplish pink with nearly red spottings
Best grown with some of the original material from around the root area,

W.H. Nicholls describes it as one of Australia's most beautiful ground orchidsy

Latest news is that Bruce Gray and Pavid Jones have described a new find, this
being another Nervilia from the Cook district near the airport, also in the
top end of Northern Territory and occuring from Torres Strait to HMinchinbrook,

sald to resemble Nervilia crociformis, this one is named peltata,





