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Len Butt has decided to concentrate on his Palm and Cycad Study Group and has passed on leadership of
the Indigenous Orchid Study Gronp to us. We take this opportunity to express our appreciation and admiration

for Len's years of dedicated work with the Group, and hope that we can successfully follow his lead.

We have not previously belonged to a study group, so our first newsletter will be aimed at discovering
what the Group members expect from the Group and how *heJ Dxpect us to cnable those aims to be realised.
Hence, the enclosed questionnaire, which we would appreciate your filling in as far as possible and returning

with any further suggestions.

)

A few comments af this stage: The term ' Indigenous Orchids' is a bit unwieldy. We are all members of
SGAP, and we know that we are talking about tndigenous orchids, so we'll just refer to 'orchids’ in future.
Group fees are set at 55 per year for individual members, payable on st July each year, and $12 for
verseas members. These will just cover the costs of printing and mailing newsletters. so receipts, specific

answers to queries, etc., will generally be held and posted out with the next newsletter.  If you require a
quicker answer, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope with your letter,
We are keen to enter into correspondence with members, ar\d 1 the hope of gaining new members, we

are posting this newsletter to some ex-members and SGAP branches that are not members. If you'd like to be
part of our Group and join in the search for knowledge of our beautiful and sometimes elusive orchids, d’rp us
a iine and $5. 1t just may lead io a new way of life for us ail.

Now, a little personal information: We are both well into our fifties, have lived in i‘he Babinda area since
we came down from TPNG in 1670, We have four kids grown and catfiered, an n is the gardener at
abinda State School. We live seven miles ouf of town; our house is 200 yards from Thﬁ Russell River, and the
granite mass of the Graham Range rises almosi vertically to 660 metres directly oemﬁd our nome.

Babinda is about 60 km south of Cairns and is the wettest part of Australia with an average annual
rainfall of 184 inches. The climate is Lowiand Wet Tropics, or t0o use the o}u-xasmoned word - Jungle, We
have a wide diversity of orchids ' in the wild' ranging from tough epiphytes high in the riverine trees, through
epiphytes that hide in the understorey, 10 colonics of .»‘_!@btua.ib thm occur near the open granite outerops and
swamps.

We have belonged to the SGAP Cairns Branch for about five years and our knowledge of our flora has
increased dramatically in that time as a result of our membership. The Cairns and Tableland Branches usually

ombine for field trips and we ordinary members are fortunate to have branch members with both the
knowiedge of our area and the patience to pass it on to we who follow them and pester them with questions.

We'd like to suggest a couple of possible activities for our Study Group:

h (,omplle a hist of species grown or known by members, and report on them over a period of seasons: Things
such as flowering times and duration, time from flowering to release of seed, pests and problems, growth rates,
tc., and to examine how these differ with respect to identical species grown in various Australian climatic
reas.

) As an adjunct to this, we could try growing orchids from a smgle source 1n all areas and see what progress
and variations occur. We have access to a good supply of seeds of Spathoglottis paulinae, for example, which
1s a terrestrial that flowers well and grows relatively quickly. It would seem that posting orchid piants around
the place would be difficult and expensive, not to mention quarantine problems, whereas orchid seeds come
prepackaged by nature in a tidy, sterile container containing an abundance of seed.

That's a couple of ideas; we're very open to suggestions by members. Perhaps it's all been done before,
but it may be worth doing again and comparing it with past results.

Well, that's about it for our first newsletter. We hope 10 get out another one fairly quickly, as long as we
get a good response to this ietter and our questionnaire. In the second letter we'll be al i map out a defintie
plan of action. Please take the time to drop us a line so that we can keep the Group active and effective and
interesting to you, ihe members.
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QUESTIONNAIRE Group Leaders; Don and Pauline Lawie,
P.0O. Box 230, Babinda, Queensland 4861
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YOur NAIME,. .. s wiimic i sissarsas iremriviaseis iissrmsisaass

Type of Climate: (e.g., Tropical, MediteITanean,ele. )... .. c.c.eoieiinieiiiriir ettt es e bbb br st ens b s s as b
Average Annual Rainfall.................
Average Temperature: maximum e minimum
Main Orchid Interests:

" (Terrestrial, epiphytes, general, or perhaps a special genus o two)
Your fAVOUNtEe OTCRIA:........oiieiecriiiciceiees ettt sttt b st e e ses s b e eaesens

What do you think the Study Group should be doing?..............cocovreicviiecciiienn,

What do you like t0 see in Study Group NEWSIEHETS?........cc.ciiiiiieiieieiie et sb et st et sn s b s sins
Would you be willing to contribute to newsletters? ........ If so, please suggest possible subjects:.............cc.oeeeee.
What book is most useful for identification................ccvereiiciiieinncnnnnnn CUIVANON crmmumemsssamesssmmomimvisss

...................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................

If we distribute orchid seed to members, would you be willing to have a go at growing from it?................cccocou.n.

Are there any comments you would like to make which may lead to a more effect Study Group with an
T Lo h 117 T ] Lo L o e——

What 1s the single most effective thing we can do to ensure that you retain your membership of the group?





