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Len Butt has decided to conceii.irate on his Palm and Q c a d  St~ldy Group sad has passed on leadership of 
the T~digeilo-w Orc'liid Study Gi-oup to -a. We take this oppot-turrity to express our appreciation and admiraticn 
f ~ r  Len's years of dediczted work with the Group; arid $lope that \vc c m  suzcessh!l-y ftA1cjw Elis lead. 

We have not previoiisfy belonged to a study goup, so our first ncwslefier will be ailced at discovering 
i;v'hzit the Group members expect frum :he Group afid how they expect us to eerrzbie those gins to be reaiised. 
Igence, the enclosed questifinnaire, mrhic,h we would appreciate your filling in as far as possible and returning 
with aibr Frlnher suggestions. 

. ' 
I .  1 i s  s :  The t e m ~  ' !nc!ig:nous O~ihids'  Is a bit ~;n;;.:e:dji. YIe arc all members of 

SGAP, and we b o w  flat we are talking about indigenous orchids; scr we'll just refer to 'orchids' in ftlture. 
Group fees are set at $5 per year for individual members, pzyd~le on !st July each year, and $12 for 

overseas members. These will just cover the costs ~f printing a ~ d  maiiing newsietters. so receipts, specific 
- .  

answcrs 4.9 queries, etc., wi!! generally be held and posted out with :hi: nex! ne\~s!etter. If y . 3 ~  zcqi!ize 3 
quicker 2nsvrer; please enclose a stamped addressed enveiope wifh your letter. 

are keen to e;l?cr il-!to correspo&nce %embers, 2nd in the hope of gaiging members > we 
are posring this news!etter to some ex-members and SGAP branches that are not members. if yodd !ike to be a 
part of azr G r o q  ancl join in the search h r  knowledge sf ozr beagtik! and someti~xies elusive orchids, ckop us 
a iine and $5. It just may lead io a new wajl of life for us ail. 
j: We are both s \ ~ l l  ifi~o o x  fifties: have lived in the 3abinda area since 

we came down from TPNG in 1970. We have four klds grown and scaitered, and Don is the gztrdener at 
Rzhinda Sfzte Scll ,~~].  iVe  live seven miles out of to%;=; uur hause is 200 yards from the Rase!] IZit7ez, and the - - - - - 

granite mass ofthe Graham Rrznge rises aimosi, vertically to 660 metres directly behind uur home. 
Babindsr Is a b o ~ t  60 krn s~uth of Cairns and is the wettest part of At~strz!ia, .;rith an zverage annual 

rainfall of 184 inches. Ttie clima~e i s  Lowland Wet Tropics, or to use the old-fashioned word - Jui~gle. Vi'e 
have a wide diversity of srchids ' in the wild' ranging from tough epiphytes high in the riverine trees, through 
epiphytes that hide in the understorey, to culr~nies of ie~estriais tbai uccilr near the open granite outcrops and 
swamps. 

We have belonged to the SGPU" Cairns Hrznch for about fit7e years md out. knowledge of oar flora has 
iiicreased dramaiically in that time as a r e s~ l t  of c:ii- rnembei-ship. Tfie Cairns and Tablelarid Branches usually 
ambine for field trips and 1% orbinary members are fortunate to have branch members with both the 

knowledge of our area and the patience to pass it on to we who follow then1 and pester them with q~iesticms. 
We'd like to suggest a couple of pssible activiiies for Qur Study Group: 

1 )  Compile a list of species grown or known by members, and report on them over a period of seasons: Things 
such 2s flowering times and duration, time from flowering to release of seed, pests and problems, g r o ~ t h  rates, 
dc. ,  and to examine how thicse differ with respect to identical species gown in various Australian climatic 
zrezs. 
2) As an adjunct to this, we could t q  growing orchids fiom a single source in all areas and see what pmgess 
and variations occur. We have access to a good supply of seeds ~f Spath~glcttis paulinae, for example, which 
is a terrestrial that flowers well and grows reiatively quickly. It \vould seem that posting ~ rch id  plants around 
the place  would be difficult m d  expensii~e, not to mention qaaxmtifie problems, \\-hereas orchid seecis come 
prepackaged bjr n a t ~ r e  in a tidy, sterile container containing an abundance of seed. 

-i7 
i hat's a couplc of ideas; ~ e ' r e  very open to suggestions by members. Perhaps it's all been dorle before, 

but it may be worth doing aijritin and comparing it with past results. 
Well, that's abogt it fix our first ne;+~sletter. We hope to get out, anvther one h:?lr!y q~lickly, as long as we 

gei a good response to this ietter and our questionnaire. In the s e c o ~ d  letter we'll be abie to map out a definiie 
plan of action. Fleac;e take rhe tjme to drop us a line so that vwe can keep the Group active and effective arsd 
interesting to you, the members. 
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Group Leaders: Don and Pauline Lawie, 
P.O. Box 230, Babinda, Queensland 4861 

Phone: 070 671 577 

Your Name:. ...................... .,. ............................... 

Postal Address:. ....................................................................................................................................................... 

Type of Climate: (e.g., Tropical, Mediterranean,etc.) ..... ,.. ................................................................................... 

............... Average Annual Rainfall:. 

Average Temperature: .................... maximum minimum 

Main Orchid Interests: 
................. lf............*..............................r.....f.......ff......f.r...I......f.......I....,..........1.....1.....*......'.............,I..f..........,....... 

(Terrestrial, epiphytes, general, or perhaps a special genus or two) 

Your favowite orchid:.. .......... .. ............ ... ....................................................... 

What do you think the Study Group should be doing? ............. .... ............................................................................. 

................................................................................................................................................................................... 
What do you like to see in Study Group newsletters? ........................................................................................... 

. ............................................. I...........l......l...1.......................11............1.1..1..........l......l.....1.................~..................I...... 

........ .......... ........ Would you be willing to contribute to newsletters? If so, please suggest possible subjects:.. ,... 
................................................................................................................................................................................... . . 
What book is most useful for identification ............................................. cultivat~on ................................................ 

;hat orchids are found 'in the wild' in your area? ............... .. ........ ...... ..................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Do you grow any of these at home? .............................. ....... ....................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................................... 
Have you tried raising orchlds from seed? ................ If so, with what success? ............................ .... .................... 

....................... If we distribute orchid seed to members, would you be willing to have a go at growing from it? .... 

Are there any comments you would like to make which may lead to a more effect Study Group with an 
interesting newsletter?. ............................................. .,... .................................. ..., ...................................................... 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
............................................................... I.....*..I..............I....1......................I....................................1....1........*............ 

What is the single most effective thing we can do to ensure that you retain your membership of the group? 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 




