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We have had a real Winter in the Far North this year and along
with the orchids the study group has been hibernating too. However,
it is well known that the cold temperature is what initiates flowering,
so we are hopeful....

In response to a member's query as to how the yellow form of
Dendrobium teretifolium should be classified, we contacted the
Queensland Herbarium and Dr. G. P. Guymer, Chief Botanist, informed us
that the "Herbarium accepts the following taxonomy for the Dendrobium
teretifolium complex:

Dendrobium teretifolium Central Qld to NE NSW

Dendrobium fairfaxii SEQ to Blue Mtns, NSW
Synonym: D. teretifolium wvar. _fairfaxii

Dendrobium dolichophyllum Nambour to Richmond River

Synonyms: D. teretifolium forma _aurem; D. teretifolium
var. _aurem
Dendrobium Calamiforme Bamaga to Mt Spec
Synonym: D.teretifolium var. _fasciculatum

Yellowish flowers are found in both D. dolichophyllum and _D.
calamiforme."

Dr. Guymer also said "the policy of the Queensland Herbarium at
present is to accept the opinions of current taxonomists, and, in
particular, the determinations of David Jones of the National
Herbarium, Canberra. This situation is not ideal, as many of the
specimens that David bases his judgements on are not held at the
Queensland Herbarium. We expect this will be remedied when David
eventually distributes duplicates and type specimens. The only
exception to this rule at present involves the taxa within the
Dendrobium speciosum alliance, where David and his co-worker Mark
Clements prefer separate species, while we have adopted sub-species.

"The forthcoming orchid volume of Flora of Australia (volume 47)
should provide a single reference source to all Australian orchids, but
publication of this volume is probably some years away. Apart from the
new edition of Dockrill's books, there are no other up-to-date
publications analysing current orchid taxonomy. Any formally published
changes to orchid taxonomy, e.g. in scientific journals, are reported
at present in the Queensland Herbarium's yearly Achievements."

In Queensland Herbarium "Achievements 1994-1995", the listing
under Orchidaceae of newly published taxa reads:
"Dendrobium brevicaudum D.L.Jones & M.A.Clem., Novon 4: 109 (1994).
Dendrobium kingianum subsp. carnarvonense P.B.Adams, Dendrobium
kingianum: a unique Australian orchid 16 (1995).
Nervilia peltata B.Gray & D.L.Jones, Austrobaileya 4(2): 195 (1994)."
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It is with considerable shock and great sorrow that we
acknowledge the passing of Mrs. Helen Moody, long time, active
member and past president of our Cairns Branch of the Society

for Growing Australian Plants. We would like to express our
deepest sympathy to her husband, Rob, and their sons, Kent and
Daniel.

FEATURE ORCHID - DENBROBIUM SPECIOSUM

This orchid was chosen as it is listed as among the favourites of
many of our members. Also, this is one of the few species which grows
naturally in all the Eastern States and is easy to cultivate just about
everywhere. Judging by the reaction to our call for your observations,
I can only conclude it is a favourite orchid because it can be ignored
when it is not in flower and then thoroughly enjoyed when it is. It
is, evidently, both very showy and overpoweringly perfumed.

I have never flowered a D. speciosum but it is the first native
orchid I encountered. When I had a two year old and a brand new baby,
a friend of Don's gave me a King Orchid - it has more common names than
you could poke a stick at including, White Oak Orchid and Eungella
Lily, and seven different wvarieties, no doubt due to its being so
widespread. Giving Don no clue about cultivation, the friend said it
didn't need any special attention; it didn't get any; it died. He
never gave me another plant. However, someone must have as I have
recently decided that a plant of unknown origin which I have had for
many years is a D. speciosum. After being looked after for the past
vear or two, it has changed from a one leafed plant to having two
leaves and now looks exactly like the one I bought from Target (except
for the bit that grew whilst it was in captivity).

We hope very soon to visit a site not far distant where we can,
we hope, view plants in full flower in their natural habitat. How will
this year's cold spell influence flowering? We have been there twice
before, too late in September and too early in July. These plants on
trees, rocks and in the ground are so thick, it is impossible to walk
between them, and the beauty of it is that no one else even knows they
are there. When we go we will collect a few flowers to have the
variety positively identified. D. speciosum, '"presents many problems
to the taxonomist" says Dockrill. 1In his new edition Dockrill states
that Clements and Jones elevate the various varieties to full species
status, Banks and Clemesha reduce them to subspecies, as does the
Herbarium, and Adams "in by far the most exhaustive (but not taxonomic)
treatment yet undertaken, strongly recommends ... varietal status”,
which Dockrill follows. Wouldn't it be great if each of our members
had their plants positively identified as to variety; we could collate

the information and contribute something worthwhile to this argument.
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Spiranthes sinensis

The article on S. sinensis was a real winner and we received heaps
of feedback. From members' comments, S. sinensis seems to be a bit of
a Scarlet Pimpernel. Members have found that after flowering it
disappears for years and then pops up where it's never been seen
before. One member was kind enough to send us a very good colour slide
which we have copied to start the Study Group Collection. She also
sent a report compiled in 1989 by Merle Robinson, who did not 1live
long enough to complete her study into S. sinensis, but her
observations of their behaviour at her home in Margate are of interest.

The plants grew along the gutter where water pooled and soaked
into the ground. The weather had been fairly dry in 1988, then several
weeks before the orchids appeared there were a few days of very wet
weather. In temperatures warmer than usual, the orchids flourished
right through October, mostly in full sun though some in partial shade
had excellent blooms. Merle speculates that the excess water along the
gutter counteracts their usually highly acid soil.

Merle's reference book was Australian Native Orchids in Colour by
Cady/Rotherham in which S. sinensis is "jllustrated beautifully".

Don: I attended the Cairns Show this year after a long absence, in
search of machinery exhibits. They were few and far between, so 1
naturally gravitated to the plant displays. I was stopped in my tracks
by the magnificent stand of the North Queensland Orchid Society. the
display seemed to have the same effect on most passers-by, who simply
stopped and gaped at the magnificent blooms of all shapes, colours and
sizes. one must applaud the effort that the N.Q.0.S. members put into
their plants and their public displays. It must have taken a major act
of courage to take some of the orchids with an inflorescence over a
metre in length and transport them from their safe shadehouse to the
rigours of the Show for a public display that must have been fatal for
that particular flowering. This is the sort of exhibit that really
reinforces the public perception that orchids are gorgeous, fragile,
tropical blooms. Yet not all the orchids on display were tropicals;
in fact, I couldn't recognise any of them as even being Australian!
I would assume that the bulk of them were hybrids resulting from many
years of painstaking blending of the most eye-catching exotics, but
they were, indisputably, orchids.

The next day, Pauline called me up to the back yard to have a look
at the Bulbophyllum schilleraniums of which she has three growing on
a Camphor Laurel tree. Each plant was covered with some dozens of
orange flowers opening just enough to show off their bright red
labellum. The plants are small enough to fit in the palm of my hand,
yet they look like giants when compared to Oberonia titania which is
now in flower. This inflorescence (there are three and a half) is
twice as long as the plant and has hundreds of glorious translucent red
flowers with the golden pollinia plumb in the centre. When examined
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with a lens, these little beauties hold their own with any gaudy exotic
and are just as gorgeous as the crowd-stoppers at the Show.

Both of these beautiful little orchids grow locally and pass their
lives without ever being seen or admired. When one first sees one of
these plants whilst scrabbling through the scrub, and recognises them
for what they are, it is an occasion to make the heart skip, and ample
recompense for the lawyer vine and stinging trees that share the rain
forest with the orchids.

At the presentation to Jack Wilkie, which we mentioned in our last
newsletter, tribute was paid to many people of his ilk who spent much
of their time in travelling through our country's forests searching for
new orchids. These people, mostly dedicated amateurs, were able to
point the way for the professional botanists and scientists to come in
and describe and name many new species of orchid. We were pleased to
hear from one of our members that her father, Rodney Stiff, was one of
these dedicated men; he was a "bush man" assisting Alick Dockrill. I
am sure that there are still people out there searching for, and
finding, new plants to add to our knowledge of Australian flora. It's
a sort of counterpoint to the dedicated hybridisers who set out to grow
a new species to their own specifications.

Finding new orchids need not be all that difficult. The main
requisite is to keep your eyes and mind open. In November last yvear
at the Boulders recreation area near Babinda, just a few miles from our
home, Rob and Bianca Jago, who are well known in SGAP circles, were
walking along the circuit track when Bianca (not Rob!) noticed plants
that looked 'different'. Rob initially placed it as a new species of
Dipodium and sent a sample to the Queensland Herbarium. It has been
positively identified as Aphyllorchis anomala, which has previously not
been found below 700 metres. Guess who'll be haunting the track this
year? It is our dream to find a new orchid but so far we have had to
be satisfied with having identified a vast field of Spathoglottis
paulinae which are "seldom found below 300m".

Pat and John Webb, editors of ASGAP Newsletter, sent a cutting
from The Australian which reports that "the golden moths orchid is
isolated on a 9ha patch of land earmarked for a housing development
in...Altona. Mr. James Ross, project officer of the Victorian National

Parks Association is quoted: "This is an undescribed orchid new to
science. It's quite ironic that it's in danger of becoming extinct
before it has even been described." 1Is there a plant rescue squad in

the area? How can we protect our native plants from encroaching
development.

Our financial statement will be included in the next newsletter,
within the next two months, we hope!

Subscriptions ($5) for 1996/97 are now overdue, so if you have not
yet paid, this will act as a reminder. Perhaps you'd like to make your
stamp work double by sending a note about YOUR orchids.



