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One o f  t h e  rewards o f  becoming SGAP Study Group Leaders i s  t h a t  we 
r e c e i v e  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  j o u r n a l s  o f  most SGAP S t a t e  branches.  These j o u r n a l s  
a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  news o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  SGAP groups, and go 
a  l o n g  way t o  reassure us t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  peop le  o u t  t h e r e  who ca re  f o r  ou r  
n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,  and who a r e  a c t i v e l y  work ing  t o  p resen t  them t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n  an a t t r a c t i v e  manner. I t  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  read o f  t h e  problems faced  
and surmounted by people  1  i v i  ng i n  c l i m a t e s  t h a t  a r e  so v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom 
our  own, and i n  t h i s  r ega rd  I f i n d  t h e  South A u s t r a l  i a n  j o u r n a l  perhaps t h e  
most i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t would be g r e a t  i f  Isomebody' c o u l d  e x t r a c t  t h e  most 
u s e f u l  a r t i c l e s  pub1 i s h e d  i n  a  year  and compi l e  them i n t o  an A u s t r a l  i a -w ide  
annual f o r  d i ssem ina t i on  t o  a1 1  SGAP members. The b i g  s topper  here i s ,  o f  
course,  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r i n t i n g  and postage, even i f  v o l u n t e e r s  d i d  a l l  t h e  
work.  As an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t ,  t h e  A.S.G.A.P. n e w s l e t t e r ,  which I 
assume i s  pos ted  t o  a l l  branches, c o s t s  $260 per  i s s u e  f o r  p r i n t i n g  and 
postage a1 one. 

I-n comparison- w i t h  t h a t  f i g u r e - ,  o u r  modest -s tudy  group n e w s l e t t e r  i s  
q u i t e  inexpens ive ,  b u t  our  c o s t s  have s t i  11 exceeded our income v i a  subs i n  
t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we have been l eade rs .  As you w i  11 see by t h e  f i  nanci  a1 r e p o r t  
i n  t h i s  i s sue ,  we a r e  i n  a  comfo r tab le  f i s c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  due t o  t h e  
v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  sum bequeathed t o  us by t h e  Group 's  founder,  Len B u t t .  A t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  a f t e r  f i v e  months o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  year has gone by,  
we have r e c e i v e d  subs f rom o n l y  f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l  members, f i v e  branches, 
t h r e e  r e g i o n s  and ASGAP, so we have reduced our  mai 1  i ng 1  i s t .  We cannot 
squander L e n t s  c a r e f u l  l y  accumulated funds i n d e f i n i t e l y  t o  p r o v i d e  a  
n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  those  who do n o t  cons ide r  i t  wor th  pay ing  $5 per  year .  
Please, readers ,  i f  you no l onge r  w ish t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  l e t t e r  t e l l  us, and 
we w i  11 reduce our  expenses acco rd i  ng l  y .  I f  you would 1  i ke t o  t e l l  us why, 
our  shou lders  a r e  broad enough t o  bear c r i t i c i s m .  I f  you do want t h e  Group 
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  operate ,  send a long  your  $5 q u i c k  smart,  no de lay .  

Please no te  t h a t  ou r  address i s  P .  0 .  Box 230, Babi nda, 4861 . There has 
been an u n f o r t u n a t e  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  o f  our  box number and a  number o f  s t a t e  
j o u r n a l s  have pub l i shed  i t  as 320, r e s u l t i n g  i n  much i r e  f rom t h e  ho lde r  of  
t h a t  box; so p lease  send your  money a long  t o  Box 230, Babi nda, 4861. 

Len B u t t  r e t a i n e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Palm and Cycad Study Group when 
he passed t h e  Orch id  Group on t o  us .  I n  t h e  l a t e s t  e d i t i o n ,  Len ment ions 
t h a t  h i s  h e a l t h  con t i nues  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  and t h a t  he i s  no longer  capable 
o f  t r a v e l ,  t h u s  c u r t a i l i n g  h i s  expected ' g a l l o p 1  i n  t h e  No r th  t h i s  year .  
Our a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  Len i s  s t r o n g ,  and i n  h i s  i n d o m i t a b l e  f a s h i o n  he re fuses  
t o  a l l o w  mere p h y s i c a l  f r a i  l t y  t o  subdue him. He has made an exce l  l e n t  
sugges t ion  f o r  t h e  members o f  t h e  Palm and Cycad Group which I would l i k e  
t o  copy f o r  our  members. Len has s a i d  t h a t  he can no l onge r  do a l l  t h e  
w r i t i n g  and he has decreed t h a t  as a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  membership o f  h i s  Group, 
each member has t o  w r i t e  an a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  a t  l e a s t  200 words 
each yea r .  What do O r c h i d  Study Group members t h i n k  o f  t h a t ?  I have never 
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c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Palm Group, as I j o i n e d  t o  l e a r n  n o t  t o  parade my sma l l  
knowledge, b u t  Len 's  cha l  lenge has g i ven  me cause t o  s i t  down and t h i n k  t h a t  
t h e r e  must be something i n  my palm and cycad exper iences t h a t  may be wo r th  
sha r i ng  w i t h  o t h e r s .  

The same though ts  must p e r t a i n  t o  many o f  our  O rch id  Group members. 
You a re  a l l  SGAP members, and you a l l  have an i n t e r e s t  i n  n a t i v e  o r c h i d s ,  
so we a l l  have much i n  common. We do r e c e i v e  a  number o f  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  
and reward ing personal  l e t t e r s  f rom members, b u t  t o  d a t e  have no t  f e l t  t h a t  
they  shou ld  be p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  t o  read w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  pe rm iss ion .  
When nex t  you w r i t e  t o  us (soon, we hope, and w i t h  a  $5 cheque a t t ached ) ,  
p lease t e l l  us whether you a r e  w i l l i n g  f o r  us t o  p u b l i s h  your  l e t t e r ,  even 
i f  i n  p a r t  o n l y ,  w i t h  your  name and town a t tached  as a  b y - l i n e .  I f  you 
p r e f e r  anonymity we w i  11 respec t  t h a t .  We d o n ' t  expect  an a r t i c l e  t h a t  
would earn you a  PhrD, i n  orch-idology, mer-ely your o w n  observat ions as t o  
how n a t i v e  o r c h i d s  grow e i t h e r  i n  your  garden o r  i n  t h e  bush i n  your a rea .  
T e l l  us a  b i t  about your c l i m a t e ,  and then  over  a  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  we w i  11 
have a  reco rd  o f  how o r c h i d s  grow i n  many d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of our  w i d e l y  
v a r y i n g  coun t r y .  We'd l o v e  t o  hear f rom you. 

A quote  f rom t h e  A.S.G.A.P. News le t te r  o f  October,  1996: "I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  we should  a l l  j o i n  one o r  more s tudy  groups and w r i t e  t o  t h e i r  e d i t o r s  
about our  observa t ions ,  successes and f a i l u r e s .  Being a  s tudy  group l eade r  
i s  n o t  a  one-person show, I t  r e q u i r e s  a l l  members o f  t h e  group t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  so t h a t  our knowledge i s  enhanced and we can grow n a t i v e  p l a n t s  
more success fu l  l y .  

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  p u t s  i t  ve ry  w e l l ,  b u t  p lease  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h rea tened  
o r  coerced if you j u s t  w ish t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  and n o t  respond. 
(That  i s  what I in tended  do ing  when I a p p l i e d  t o  j o i n ,  P a u l i n e . )  As l o n g  
as you pay your  sub, t h e  cho i ce  i s  yours .  

PTEROSTYLIS - THE GREENHOOD ORCHIDS 

The f i r s t  t i m e  I saw a  greenhood o r c h i d ,  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  know what J 
was l o o k i n g  a t .  The Cai r n s  and Tab le land  branches o f  SGAP had combined f o  
a  f i e l d  t r i p  i n  t h e  Herber ton  ranges, on t h e  c r e s t  o f  t h e  Great  D i v i d e ,  
about ha1 fway between A t h e r t o n  and Herber ton townships .  Accord i  ng t o  m y  
a l t i m e t e r ,  we were wa l k i ng  a t  about 970 metres.  The d a t e  was 7 t h  May, 1995, 
a  coo l  h o r i z o n t a l  m i s t  was b low ing  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y ,  and t o  we people  f rom t h e  
steamy low land  swamps i t  was a  b r i s k ,  i n v i g o r a t i n g  day f o r  a  l o n g  wal k u  As 
usua l ,  we were l e d  by Tony I r v i n e  f rom CSIRO A the r ton  and Table lands SGAP. 

Tony had passed t h e  l e a d  t o  Len Lawler  t o  show us some o f  h i s  f a v o u r i  t e  
o r c h i d  patches.  We were w a l k i n g  i n  open euca l yp t  f o r e s t ,  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  zone 
where t h e  a d j o i n i n g  r a i n f o r e s t  was making a  determined advance on t h e  open 
wood1 and a n d  t hus -  openi ng up- many -d i - f f  e r - e n t n - i - c k t ~ y p e - r o e h a b i t a e ~ r  
p l a n t s .  Len l e d  us up a  smal l  c reek  g u l l y ,  c u r r e n t l y  d r y ,  b u t  covered i n  
l e a f  l i t t e r  and smal l  l o g s .  He p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  ground and s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  
were dozens o f  greenhoods. I looked and c o u l d n ' t  see a n y t h i n g  t h a t  looked  
l i k e  an o r c h i d .  My eyes were search ing  f o r  something l i k e  t h e  s i x  f o o t  
pseudobulbs o f  t h e  golden o r c h i d s  t h a t  a re  so common a t  home, n o t  t h e  t i n y  
r o s e t t e s  o f  unremarkable leaves  t h a t  Len was i n d i c a t i n g .  Then, a  h a l f  
f o r g o t t e n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  i n  a  book came t o  mind - Greenhoods; Ah, yes !  - and 
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my eyes saw t h e  nodding hoods o f  t h e  f l o w e r i  ng p l a n t s  up t o  about 15 cm h i g h  
and c l  ever1 y  camouf 1  aged aga i  n s t  t h e  1  e a f  1  i t t e r  background. These were 
P t e r o s t y l i s  s t r i c t a ,  and t h e y  were indeed i n  p r o f u s i o n ,  growing i n  a  w e l l  
d e f i n e d  area a l l  up t h e  c reek  g u l l y .  A l s o  p resen t  were Ac ianthus b o r e a l i s ,  
t h e  mosqui to o r c h i d ,  w i t h  t i n y  i n f l o r e n c e s  l o o k i n g  very  much 1 i  ke an 
a1 i g h t i  ng mosqui to.  

We saw a  t o t a l  o f  11 spec ies  of  o r c h i d  t h a t  day as we walked t o  a  
h e i g h t  o f  1,250 metres and 1  unched on t h e  headwaters o f  t h e  Wal sh R i ve r ,  
which would e v e n t u a l l y  make t h e i r  way t o  t h e  M i t c h e l l  R i v e r  and t h e  G u l f  o f  
Ca rpen ta r i a .  O f  course,  o r c h i d  gaz ing  was j u s t  a  s i d e l i n e  o f  t h e  day, b u t  
what a  p r o d u c t i v e  and i n t e r e s t i n g  s ide1  i n e  i t  was. Another spec ies  o f  
greenhood was s i  ghted,  P t e r o s t y l  i s  depauperata, t h e  spec ies  name g i  v i  ng a  
s t r o n g  c l u e  as t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  t e r r a i n  i t  favou rs .  

These l i t t l e  o r c h i d s  were noted and s t o r e d  away somewhere i n  my grey 
m a t t e r ,  and t hen  r e c a l l e d  by  an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Canberra Region SGAP j o u r n a l  
f o r  September, 1996. T h i s  quoted an a r t i c l e  f rom a  W i l d l i f e  Magazine, which 
i n  t u r n  was q u o t i n g  f rom an A u s t r a l i a n  Geographic. I dug up t h e  r e l e v a n t  
i ssue ,  No. 40, and read  t h e  a r t i c l e  f i r s t  hand. That l e d  me t o  David Jones 
N a t i v e  Orch ids  o f  A u s t r a l  i a and t hen  t o  A1 i c k  Dockr i  11 s  A u s t r a l  i an 
I n d i  nenous Orch ids ,  t o  Lavarack and Gray ' s  A u g t r a l  i a n  T r o ~ i c a l  Orch ids ,  then  
back t o  my f i e l d  notebook t o  r e f r e s h  my memory as t o  j u s t  what I had seen 
and so c a s u a l l y  s t o r e d  away. 

The genus P t e r o s t y l  i s  ( s u b t r i  be P t e r o s t y l  i d i  nae) i s  a  t r u l y  A u s t r a l i a n  
one, w i t h  most o f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  120 spec ies  o c c u r r i n g  throughout  A u s t r a l i a ,  
r a n g i n g  f rom T r o p i c a l  N o r t h  Queensland t o  Western A u s t r a l  i a ,  w i t h  a  maximum 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on South Eas te rn  A u s t r a l i a .  Some spec ies  a r e  found i n  New 
Zealand and New Caledonia,  and a l s o  on t h e  h i g h  ranges o f  New Guinea. 

P t e r o s t y l i s  i s  a  t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d  which f l o u r i s h e s  and f l o w e r s  i n  t h e  
w e t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  year  i n  i t s  chosen h a b i t a t .  Dur ing  t h e  d r y  season i t  
sheds i t s  leaves  and stems and s h r i n k s  back t o  an underground organ a w a i t i n g  
t h e  n e x t  r a i n y  season t o  repea t  i t s  l i f e  c y c l e ,  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a  smal l  
p l a n t  w i t h  i t s  r o s e t t e s  o f  s t a l k e d  smal l  l eaves  c l o s e  t o  t h e  ground, and 
f l o w e r i n g  s t a l k s  l e s s  t han  30 cm i n  h e i g h t .  What i t  l a c k s  i n  s i z e  i t  makes 
up f o r  i n  spread, and some spec ies  a r e  s t r o n g  c o l o n i s e r s ,  as we observed i n  
t h e  Herber ton  ranges,  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i n  some spec ies ,  a  p l a n t  may reproduce 
e i t h e r  s e x u a l l y  by f l o w e r i n g ,  o r  v e g e t a t i v e l y  by p roduc ing  e x t r a  t u b e r s  v i a  
a  s t o l o n i c  growth f rom t h e  main r o s e t t e .  

The sexual  r e p r o d u c t i o n  system i s  t h e  one t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  shape o f  t h e  o r c h i d ' s  hood, o r  ga lea ,  T h i s  i s  formed by t h e  
j o i  n i  ng o f  t h e  t o p  ( d o r s a l  ) two p e t a l s  and t h e  d o r s a l  sepa l .  T h i s  i s 
complemented by t h e  rema in ing  sepa ls  which a r e  j o i n e d  a long  some o f  t h e  
l e n g t h  t o  produce a  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  s t r u c t u r e .  The remain ing p e t a l ,  
t h e  l abe l l um,  i s  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  and works i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  column t o  ensure t h a t  p o l l i n a t i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  chosen i n s e c t .  
These a r e  u s u a l l y  sma l l  gna ts  and perhaps sma l l  f l i e s ,  and even mosqui t o s  
a r e  used by some greenhoods. The f l o w e r  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  exude a  pheronome 
which dupes t h e  male o f  t h e  spec ies  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  he has found t h e  Gina 
L o l l o b r i g i d a  o f  t h e  gnat  race ,  and he f l i e s  t o  t h e  source o f  a t t r a c t i o n  - 
t h e  f l o w e r ' s  column. As he a l i g h t s  on t h e  l abe l l um,  h i s  we igh t  t r i g g e r s  a  
r e f l e x i v e  response and t h e  l a b e l  lum c l o s e s  beh ind  him, t r a p p i n g  him i n s i d e  
t h e  o r c h i d ' s  hood. 
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He i s  no t  permanent ly  t rapped,  however, f o r  even i n  t h e  t h r o e s  o f  h i s  
f r u s t r a t e d  ecstasy he can see l i g h t  s h i n i n g  th rough  a  l i g h t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  
hood and, be ing  an i n s e c t ,  he makes h i s  way towards i t .  The l i g h t  l eads  him 
t o  a  narrow opening and s a f e t y  i n  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d .  Du r i ng  h i s  passage, 
t h e  f l o w e r  has processed him by dabbing h i s  back w i t h  a  spo t  o f  s t i c k y  goo, 
and then  a t t a c h i n g  one o f  i t s  f o u r  p o l  1  i n i a  t o  t h e  goo. Our g a l l a n t  gnat 
f l i e s  o f f  t o  be ensnared by another  greenhood f l o w e r .  ( D o n ' t  men ever  
lea rn???)  There he d e p o s i t s  h i s  p o l l e n  l o a d  d u r i n g  h i s  new r i t e  o f  passage, 
t h u s  f e r t i l i s i n g  a  f l o w e r  i n  an area w e l l  away f rom t h e  p o l l e n  donor, and 
p o s s i b l y  shak ing h i s  head and wondering what i t  s  a1 1  about l ! 

The o r i g i n a l  f l o w e r  r e s e t s  i t s  l a b e l  lum i n  about h a l f  an hour,  ensu r i ng  
t h a t  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  r e c e i v e  i t s  own p o l l i n i a .  I t  then  a w a i t s  a  loaded 
gnat  t o  c l o s e  t h e  whole c y c l e .  

P t e r o s t y l  i s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  found i n  open f o r e s t  coun t r y ,  i n  l e a f  1  i t t e r  
which r e t a i n s  mo i s tu re  f o r  some t ime,  such as t h e  d r y  c reek  g u l l y  shown us 
by Len. They a l s o  appear on r a i n f o r e s t  margins b u t  n o t  i n  r a i n f o r e s t  
i t s e l f ,  s i n c e  year round mo is tu re  would t end  t o  r o t  t h e  t u b e r s .  They a r ,  
r epo r ted  t o  be easy t o  grow and do w e l l  and m u l t i p l y  i n  a p o t  which i s  
watered i n  such a  way as t o  mimic t h e  n a t u r a l  c y c l e  o f  t h e  p l a n t .  I d o n ' t  
remember see ing them f o r  s a l e  anywhere, b u t  perhaps, as w i t h  t h e  P t e r o s t y l i s  
s t r i c t a  o f  t h e  Herber ton range, I wasn ' t  l o o k i n g  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  eyes. 1 ' 1 1  
c e r t a i n l y  enqu i re  a t  Lonne's nex t  t i m e  I'm i n  Ca i rns ,  and see whether I can 
grow t h i s  h i g h  a l t i t u d e  o r c h i d  i n  t h e  lowlands.  

Now a  few pa rs  on b i t s  p i cked  up here and t h e r e :  

M r .  John Moss was guest  speaker a t  a  Ca i rns  meet ing.  He b rough t  a l ong  
some b e a u t i f u l  o r c h i d s  and good i deas .  He t o l d  us t o  remember t h a t  o r c h i d s  
d o n ' t  have t ee th ,  and t o  g i v e  weak l i q u i d  f e r t i l i s e r ,  a l i t t l e  and o f t e n .  
He d i d n ' t  much l i k e  s low re l ease  f e r t i l i s e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s l i k e d  
p e l l e t i s e d  chook manure, and t r i e d  t o  cover  up h i s  p l a n t s  a t  t h e  mere 
ment ion o f  Phostrogen, as h e ' d  o n l y  seen i t  i n  s low r e l e a s e  form. He a l s o  
s a i d  t h e r e  were as many types  o f  p o t t i n g  mix as t h e r e  a r e  o r c h i d  growers 
and t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  had i n  common was t h a t  he had seen p r i z e  w inn ing  
o r c h i d s  i n  a l l  o f  them. He recommended t h a t ,  j u s t  f o r  fun,  we t r y  
p ropaga t ion  by m i x i n g  seed i n t o  a  s a t u r a t e d  sugar s o l u t i o n  and t i p  i t  
somewhere s u i t a b l e ,  b u t  n o t  t o  ge t  t o o  e x c i t e d  as t h e  success r a t e  would 
p robab ly  be one i n  a  m i l l i o n .  

The f o l l o w i n g  paragraph appeared i n  The B u l l e t i n  of August 15, 1896: 
"Joseph Chamberlain and Miss  Helen Gould a re  t h e  two l e a d i n g  o r c h i d  f a n c i e r s  
and purchasers i n  Europe. South America i s  t h e  g r e a t  f i e l d  f o r  o r c h i d s ,  b u t  
t h e r e ' s  many an o rch id -hun te r  who would make a  handsome t h i n g  by t u r n i n g  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  scrubs o f  No r th  Queens1 and, where gorgeous specimens a r e  
t o  be found i n  abundance." 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  we l i v e  i n  an area where t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  many "gorgeous 
spec i  mensl' i n  abundance. 
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Another  p a r  read  i n  t h e  Sunday M a i l  was a t i p ,  and a good one, t o  h o l d  
one hand underneath  dendrobium b e e t l e s  when we t r y  t o  squash them, as t h e y  
a lways d rop  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  ground i f  we d o n ' t  manage t o  c a t c h  them. 

ASSOCIATION OF SOCIET IES  FOR GROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 

Indisenous Orchid Stvdv Group Financial Statement 1995/96 

To Income: 

30/10/95 T r a n s f e r r e d  f r om  Len B u t t  $361 .54 
Subsc r i  p t i  ons r e c e i v e d  95/96 105.00 

96/97 25.00 
Bank I n t e r e s t  1.44 

TOTAL INCOME : 492.98 

To Expenses: 

S t a t i o n e r y  
P r i  n t i  ng 
Photocopyi  ng o f  1 i ne d raw i  ng 
Copying photograph 
Postage 

TOTAL EXPENSES: 

BALANCE AT 30/6/96 




