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Eel;: Ye<~ , r ' s  G r e e t i n g s  t o  you ~11, l e t  -ds !na:rs thi:; 11992 y e a r  

2 j ~ r e z . ~ t  o one f o r  t h e  s t u d y  2nd & i s c u s s i o i l  of n a t i v e  o r c i l i d ~  
-9 . i-q'r,erever . t;:.ey 9ccu-r. i f i ~ . ~  ~ O U P  i s  S O  T:.:;. t30 s m a l l  - to 

7 c2,y.-l.:.T , . -;:.? L? .-.?-.-?lers so plea.sr ;  .I-.:-; ..;? h e a r  from dl 3: ,731~ 

, , Jus-t ~ 3 -  fe: .  ; .3~-.'s (1 c c a , s i o n ~ . . l l g  oil- hov; you gro::.:, 

o r  i;i:;;-ij - .  i s  i n  y o u r  c c ~ l l e c % i o n  ';;ill b e  f i n e .  

A l s o  r e p o r t  t o  ::ny ~ c t  of s.-rilful cie~i;-rl~~c-bion you. !c;?o\; s30uJi 

iil c c ~ m e c t i o l l  ..,;:it11 t h e s e  2lc.nt s ;;e l o v e .  

YOU l i l . i i l l  n o t e  by  -this nei:,;slet t h z t  a l t l lougl l  t h e i r  K i l l  2l?:'iEiy~ 

b-e--art  i c l e z  1;~rit-fi by me, I do n o t  in- t  end t o  be  t h e  o n l y  !-zit er, 

so  t h e  s i z e  of  y o u r  r e ~ ~ l a r  n e a s l e t t e r  depends  on you sll. 

Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  d u e  on f i r s t  o f  Jua-e each  yez.r, and 

t h a t  rneans Ju-ne, n o t  t h r e e  months a f - t e r ,  as i n  t h e  c a s e  ivvith 

my o t h e r  s t u d y  g r o u p s .  Z a r l i e r  s u b s c r i p t  i o n  payment v i : i l l  b e  

g r a t e f u l l y  r e c e i v e d  and n o t e d .  

With s o  much of o u r  v a l u a b l e  heri-Lege g o i n g  u n d e r  t l ie  l o g g e r s  

c h a i n  s a y $  now, it i s  sz,d t o  n o t e  t h a - t  t h i s  meaxs demise f o r  o u r  

n2 , t ive  e p i p h y t i c  o r c h i d s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Queens1z:nd znd Nor th  

I . . .  , f o r  t h i s  i s  ;:/here . the b i g g e s t  qua,nt i l iy  groi7<,:. 

It i s  a l s o  r e m a r k a b l e  - t h a t  a f t e r  a c l e a r a n c e  o u r  l a r g e r  chain  

s t o r e s  a lways  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  l o t s  of  e p i p h y t e s  f o r  s a l e .  I 

approve  o f  t h e  o n e s  o f f e r e d  on mounted c o r k ,  o r  on r a f t s  o f  

n a t u r a l  t i m b e r ,  b u t  t o o  many a r e  j u s t  o f f e r e d  w r a . p ~ e d  i n  

p l a s t i c ,  a p r a c t i c e  tha , t  o n l y  t e n d s  t o  promote ha rmfu l  fungi ,  

t o  t h e  new e y e s .  

Some ferr Quesns land o r c h i d  n u r s e r i e s  no\:,; o f f e r i n g  good l i n e s  

of  improved n a t i v e  c u l t i v a r s ,  a.nd if from good s t o c k  I endorse  

i t .  I T  you. h e a r  of a n y  l e t  me knolv so  !-;e czn  e n d o r s e  i t .  

One - tha t  comes t o  mind, i s  at Beachr~lere,  Q l d .  run by John 
r 

Mei:~cornbe popu la , r ly  lcnovx as ( T ~ O Y P O  J o h n )  . He nas e x c e p t i o n a l l y  

good s t o c k .  

- L .P. BUTT 



T h i s  n a t u r a l  h y b r i d ,  D. Speciosum x Kingiznum, ivas f i rs t  

d i s c o v e r e d  a t  S p r i n g  Blu f f  n e a r  Too~~~oomba i n  1884. A t  f i rs t  

i t  w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  be  a form of Dendrobium S p e c i o s u ~ ,  and 

named Speciosum Var. d e l i c a t u m .  

h 1 9 3 1  a p l a n t  wes found on t h e  Alum lit. a t  Bu lahde lah  i n  N.  S.\'/. 

A s  no  p l a n t s  were  found between t h e  two a r e a s  ( abou t  350 m i l e s )  

it w a s  a t  first t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  were d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s .  

S i n c e  t h o s e  d a y s  i t  h a s  been  found t o  b e  f a i r l y  p l e n t i f u l  from 

t h e  I h n t e r  d i v e r  i n  N.S.W. t o  t h e  B l a c k a l l  Hanges i n  Queensland. 

The v a r i a t i o n  i n  flo::fer form via.s r e s g o n s i b l e  f o r  -the t;:.rong 

i d e n t i f i c e t l o a .  Phis i s  t o  b e  expec-teil i n  h y b r i d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

when D. I<ingio,nurn i s  one of t h e  p a r e n t  5. 

The ~ogl; l . lern f orin shor-l; s l ; o ~ ~ - t  pseudo bulbs -,i'rhile t h e  

Queenslzad Po:-.i;v i s  snuch l o n z e r .  

Floir,rer: vary i n  s i z e .  ahape and c o l o u r ,  t h e  covnones~t  c o l o u r  

b e i n g  creamy '] l i t-  ~ . , ~ i , - t h  a, p i n k  f l u s h  on r . :  s i d e .  

A plan-t  found i n  ill? He l idon  s c r u b s  had conlpor.tivslji 10llg and 

s l e n d e r  C- O I  ,i!-es LL of 3 o ; v e r s  (y,rhi.t e )  mlnic;h cp a c  j-ed over. t h e  s i d e s  

o f  che ilot'. 

?' A b e a u t i f u l  conarg yellov; form wa,s f ovnd on .L~thej: ;:It. nesr  

Gympie. 

The be;L Torn I;h;:,L 1 ha,ve seen  cume f r o 3  i; l->pleton ( n e n r  ~ ~ r z m b o u ~ ) .  

h e  pl,r,lt i s  v e r y  r o b u s t  w i t h  l o n g  f l o w e r  s p i k e s  c a r r y i n g  U p  L O  

25 large :hi-i;e flol::ers k~rith a f eui. " p e p . ~ e r  s p o t s u  bhe li:~. 

Den. delica-turn is a v e r y  easy  p l a n t  -Lo grow. A cjrrnbidiuvl 

m i x t u r e  with p l e n t y  of  c h a r c o a l  i s  i d e a l .  

Y;hxi;nurn sun  -t,iithout b u r n i n g  and r e g u l a r  spraying's .:;ith a good 

f u n g i c i d e  nhen new growths  a r e  d e v e l o p i n g   ill g i v e  you a 

specimen p l a n t  i n  n e x t  t o  no t ime.  



COCONUT PIBRE I S  THE ANSIiER 

Coconut f i b r e  i n  v z r i o u s  forms seems t o  be  i d e a l  f o r  growing 

most e p i p h y t i c  o r c h i d s .  

In Nor th  Queens land  where c o c o n u t s  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  msny growers  

c u t  t h e  n u t s  i n  h a l v e s ,  remove t h e  k e r n e l  and t i e  t h e  p l a n t s  t o  

t h e  husk .  

There i s  no  1fi;aste as a f t e r  mounting y o u r  p l a n t s  you can s i t  down 

and e a t  t h e  k e r n e l .  

DENDROBIUM BIGIBBUM - grows e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  on o l d  c o i r  

matting. One e x p e r i e n c e d  grower  at  Yeronga c u t s  mats t o  s u i t a b l e  

s i z e s ,  r o l l s  them t i g h t l y  and t i e s  wi th  copper  w i r e .  

H i s  "Cookiesv1 were g rowing  t o  p e r f e c t i o n  and by v:ay of bonus 

Cookie s e e d l i n g s  abou-t 1" h i g h  were a.s t h i c k  as hairs  on a c a t ' s  
,--. 

back b e s i d e  t h e  p a r e n t  p l a n t s .  

So keep  i t  i n  n i n d  when you a r e  v i s i t i n g  y o u r  f r i e n d s  t h e y  might  

have a n  o l d  l n z t  o r ,  if t h e y  a r e  n o t  l o o k i n g ,  a nelv: one. 

F a i l i n g  t h i s ,  you c o u l d  f i l c h  small q u a n t i t i e s  a t  a t ime  from 

your  mother-in-law1 s m a t t r e s s .  

She won ' t  s u s p e c t  you b u t  a f t e r  e feb7 months w i l l  p robab ly  t e l l  

you , t h a t  m a t t r e s s e s  a r e  n o t  made as w e l l  as i n  t h e  o l d  days .  

The f i n e  f i b r e  zs d i s c a r d e d  by t h e  b e d d i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  5s a v e r y  

good a d d i t i v e  f o r  y o u r  f i n e r  compos-ts. 

If you have a l a r g e  g a r d e n  you cou ld  p l z n t  a c o u p l e  of  n u t s  and 

dream a l i t t l e  dream o f  t h e  f u t u r e  ( abou t  50 y e a r s )  when you can 

(may b e )  l i e  i n  a hammock s t r u n g  between two palms and g a z e  a.t  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  o r c h i d s  growing on t h e  t r u n k .  




