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Gardening Australia on the ABC tells us that this weekend marks

the shortest day of the year. That 1is probably significant in
Tasmania where they experience real Winters with the associated long
dormancy of plants. Here at Latitude 17°% the June days are

significantly shorter but our cool weather mostly occurs July/August.

This year we had a short cool spell in early-mid May with the
temperature down to 15° and even a week or so of sunny weather in
Babinda! Pauline feels that this was just what our Cooktown orchids
- Dendrobium bigibbum, var. superbum, and the superbiens natural
hybrid - needed to give us our best flowering in years. They were
also remarkably predator-free, so that we had weeks of beautiful
blooms instead of the sad flowerless spikes that result from a day
or so of missing the bug removal round, so essential to the care of
epiphytic orchids growing naturally on trees in our area.

We hope that our members in the cooler parts of Australia are
enjoying their Winter, and we trust that you have been looking out
for this newsletter, which is running a bit late. We've been making
some re-adjustments in our lifestyle. I have recently retired from
the work force, and as 1 suppose is usual I find that 1 have just as
little time to spare as I did when T went to work five days a week.

Vale Jack Wilkie: About a year ago we were pleased to report
that Jack Wilkie, one of the old bush botanists, had been honoured
by the Australian Orchid Foundation with an Award of Honour. At the
age of 95, Jack was laid to rest in Babinda cemetery within sight of
the mountains he roamed for so many years and in which he found 16
new species of orchid, three of which were named after him. It was
fitting that he was honoured by his peers while he still lived.

Book Review: The June issue of the SGAP Victoria newsletter
includes a review of a new book: Orchids of NSW & Victoria (Field
Guide) by Tony Bishop, and available at SGAP Vic Book Sales for $24

pick up or $29 posted. The reviewer 1is enthusiastic. Over 500
species and/or varieties are fully described and illustrated with
excellent photographs. The book fits into a pocket and sounds

valuable for any SGAP outing in Victoria or NSW to enable on the spot
identification of our elusive terrestrials. If one of our southern
members has tried this book out, we’d like to publish your opinion
in a future newsletter for the benefit of other members. The same
applies to any other publication, particularly in the range of field
guides, about which members may like to share their impressions.

ASGAP Conference 1999 will be held in Queensland, and SGAP
Queensland is already making detailed plans. A post-conference tour
is mooted for the Cairns/Atherton Tableland area for about a week.
We have put in a bid for one of the days to be spent in our area, the
Russell River - archetypal lowland coastal wet tropics, home to
(among other things) many native orchid species. This is long range
planning, but we'll keep you posted in case anyone is thinking of a
trip to Qid in (Winter) June 1999.

Pat & John Webb, the retiring editors of the ASGAP Newsletter,
have sent us a list of orchids they found during a trip in South East
Victoria. I quote: "In case anyone is interested in visiting the
S.E.Victoria area - this is what we saw 13/10 - 19/10 (96):
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Acianthus pusillus, Caladenia alata, C.carnea, (C.catenata,
C.dilatata, C.pusilla, C.congesta, Caleana major, C.minor, Calochilus
campestris, C.robertsonii, Chiloglottis X pescottiana,

C.trapeziformis, Cryptostylis leptochila, C.subulata, C.reniformis,
Dendrobium striolatum, Diuris corymbosa, D.punctata, Glossodia major,

G.minor, Lyperanthus suaveolens, Microtis atrata, M.unifolia,
Plectorrhiza tridentata, Prasophy ! lum alatum, P.parviflorum,
Pterostylis nutans, Sarcochilus falcatus, Thelymitra aristata,

T.carnea, T. flexuosa, T.x irregularis, T.ixioides, T.malvina, T.media
var carneo-lutea, T.pauciflora, T.rubra, T.ixioides var subdifformis.

Stayed at Gipsy Point Lodge, Gipsy Point - Alan & Susan Robertson,
Ph 1800 063 556. Regards, Pat & John Webb"

Wow! What a list! Sounds like a worthwhile destination if anybody
is travelling in that area.

While we are still in Victoria, another item in the Victorian
newsletter was a history of SGAP itself which was most interesting
to me as a comparatively new member. SGAP celebrates 40 years of
existence in 1997, and the driving force behind its beginning was one
Arthur J Swaby. I quote from the history: " The idea of Study Groups
is almost as old as SGAP, and was first ’officially’ mooted by Swaby

in the March 1958 newsletter. He writes: ...let us reserve the term
"section’ for a number of people who concentrate on one line of
investigation and maintain contact...". Early Study Groups were

Waratah, Sturt Desert Pea, Eremophila, Grasses, Orchids, Acacias and
Trigger Plants. The Orchid Study Group was for many years conducted
by Len Butt, who has had a run of bad health in recent years but has
fought back well, and sent along the following article:-

Tully/Cardwell Sojourn .... Len Butt Some twenty years ago, while
spending a holiday, staying at the Bilyana Post Office, as indigenous
orchids were then my main forte, I spent some little time of each day
photographing in close up the Dendrobium canaliculatum that could
then be found abundantly growing on the local Melaleuca each side of
the Cardwell/Tully Road. (Sadly it is now long gone, the victim of
developers). Acting on given advice, 1 also went looking for that
little vandaceous orchid the Dipodium ensifolium. At that period of
time it could be found just back from the road located quite near
very small grass trees in sparse open forest in sandy soil. I still
have photos T got that day. This really delightful orchid will
cultivate but needs TLC. The fleshy roots are generally buried The
stem is, as in a vanda, rigidly erect, narrow, but arranged as is a
Slrap leaf vanda. Stems I saw were 45cm long, the flower stems also.
The blooms were about 3 cm across, mauve pink and heavily spotted
with red. My photos show twelve blooms in a spike.

Thank you, Len for reminding us of the Genus Dipodium. Jones
sys there are eight species of Dipodium in Australia; six are
endemic, and they grow in a wide range of climates down the eastern
coast of Australia from North Queensliand to Victoria. They are
mostly leafless saprophytes which spend most of the year unobserved,
emerging to flower and seed at suitable times, and are not amenable
to cultivation,. The two exceptions are Dipodium ensifolium as
described above by Len, and D.pictum, formerly D. pandanum.
D.ensifolium is reported to be difficult to grow and often lingers
and even flowers for a few years before expiring. We were shown a
flourishing colony of them in damp ground at an altitude of about
1,200 metres on the Herberton Range SGAP expedition in May 1995.
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Dipodium pictum appears to be different from the other members

of the genus. It is a rainforest orchid, reported from the north
east areas of Cape York Peninsula - Mcllwraith & Iron Range, and
Claudie River - from about sea level to mountain tops. It commences

life as a standard terrestrial and grows up into a suitable tree,
where the lower pieces dry out and break off, and the orchid assumes
the appearance of an epiphyte. 1t apparently can easily be confused
with climbing pandanus - Freycinetia spp - hence its former specific
name of pandanum. The old broken piece of stem can sprout and give
rise to a new plant if it falls in a suitable place. Flowering can
be sporadic, but mainly in Spring. We have had a report of D.pictum
growing in the Herberton Range. This is some hundreds of kilometres
south and inland of the known occurrences, and if it is confirmed it
will be of great interest. We will liaise with our informant and
keep you posted.

Further on Terrestrials: We had a letter from Barbara Henderson
following our last Newsletter. I quote in part:-

"I love the little terrestrials - we find a lot of them in the
wallum and adjoining woodlands, and into the hinterland Eucalyptus
forests. Their fate isn’t very promising as, like the lovely small
wildflowers, they choose to grow in the country most desirable for
development. We are losing so many, along with our Sunshine Coast
Wallum: it is very sad, but I still love and enjoy the Wallum and all
its beautiful 1little plants and those defenceless terrestrial
orchids.

Another Spiranthes sinensis ’'popped-up’; this time along the edge of
a path near my rainforest plantings. 1 was cleaning up weeds prior
to a couple of Branch break-up visits last November, and saw this bit
of pink and white ahead of me. There it was, a Spiranthes spike in
bloom. This garden area is on a fairly steep slope which has only
been converted from banana patch to garden during the past 6-7 years.
Before that it was under bananas for around 30 years and it would
have originally been open Eucalypt forest. I never cease to be
amazed at the resilience of the various Australian native plants and
the ground orchids must be some of the most amazing and mysterious.

One of our Wallum terrestrials is Cryptostylis subulatus, usually
found in wettish places. I am lucky to have two which came along
with other plants I've rescued. One flowered recently and 1 was
lucky to photograph the flower spike of 5 or 6 with a wasp on one,
probably the wasp that propagates the orchid. I did get two seed
pods subsequently so maybe one day 1’1l get a seedling or two."
(Barbara lives at Samsonvale, on the SE Qld Sunshine Coast, and is
Leader of the Wallum Study Group).

The last of our members’® reports is from Mary Gandini of Cairns:

"Spathoglottis plicata has been in flower all the time. For the
first time I saw flowers on Micropera fasciculata. Why is it
" fasciculata’”? 1 don’t know as I haven’t worked out where the
fascicles are. Next year now as the flowers are finished.
Dendrobium rigidum always puts on a show and unless one gets close
one doesn’t see. D.grimesii has just finished a lovely spray. The
flowers seem to last longer than D.teretifolium. I told you there
was some D.linguiform at a waterfall on the weekend SGAP excursion
(to Watsonville-Irvinebank, south west of Cairns-Ed) but T forgot
about the Acianthus fornicatus I found in another creek. They were
in bud but no flowers were open and Len (Lawler) came to have a look.
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We also saw Thelymitra nuda in both bud and seed but no flowers open.

Some weeks back [ checked out the Dipodium ensifolium on the
Herberton Range and they were all above ground and one had a
"premature’ flower as it was on the end of a very short stalk (about
10cm high) and half open. Anyhow, there I found a white donkey
orchid, Diuris sp. I have no idea what the sp. is. And, another
find while bushwalking in the ranges near Mareeba was Habernaria
oblongata amongst tall grass but flowering to its heart’s content.
Only one 1 could see,

At last my Dendrobium mortii has shown me what it looks like.
The Cookies have been having a marvellous display this year and are

not eaten as they usually are. Maybe because I put some systemic
insecticide in one of my infrequent sprayings. Cadetia taylori has
an occasional flower. Bulbophyllum sladeanum was full of tiny red

flowers a couple of weeks ago, and B.baileyi has a couple of seed
pods from its flowering,

Nearly forgot about Corymborkis veratrifolia which is lovely in
flower but never sets any seeds on mine. I have seen others with
lots of seed." End ot Mary’s letter.

Cairns is only about 60km north of Babinda, and as you can see
the Cooktown orchids in Cairns enjoyed a similar season to ours. We
were chatting to our Malanda member, Doreen Sabien, and she mentioned
that she was experimenting with propagation of Spathoglottis plicata

by layering the flower stems just underground. This method is
recommended by Jones for propagating Phajius tankervilleae and we will
be pleased to bring you results of Doreen’s experiment. Does any

other member have any experience of this method of propagation, with
the above species or any others? If so, please drop us a line so
that we can share your successes (or failures as the case may be!).

We have had a query as to whether the new Queensland Nature
Conservation Act has affected us adversely. T had no difficulty in
obtaining a propagator’s permit for various plants, including 'all
species of the Family Orchidaceae’. There is no paperwork involved
(annual returns etc) but 1 do have to mark all orchids which I
propagate and move from my premises, either by gift or sale, with the
plant name, and my propagator’s permit number. This tag has to stay
with the orchid so that its origin can be traced. This applies to
all native orchids offered for sale in Queensland and seems quite
simple and workable. Thus, if you find an orchid offered for sale
at a flea market with no propagator’s tag and number it should be
treated with some suspicion. I suspect that permits are issued more
freely to SGAP members, at least in the Cairns area, and this is a
compliment to the reputation that has been built up by members of our
organisation over the past 40 years.

This will be our last newsletter for this financial year.
Please remember that Study Group subscriptions are due on 1 July for
1997/98. It is still only $5, thanks to Len Butt’s large endowment
when he passed the group to us. We’'d love to hear from more members
with their orchid experiences in their own area; drop us a line when
you send your $5 and we’ll have a bumper issue next time.

I'm off to Scotland to play my pipes at Braemar and I hope that
1’11 be able to see some British orchids while I'm there.
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