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At the conclusion of Newsletter 20 in June I (Don) mentioned 
that I was off to Britain to play my pipes at Braemar. As it 
happened, Braemar was cancelled, but I did play my pipes in many 
places, including The Anzac Memorial at Gallipoli, with the Last Post 
Buglers at the Menin Gate at Ypres, the A. I .F. Memorials on the Sornrne 
Battlefield, and many places in Scotland. 

The trip fulfilled many of my life's ambitions, consumed a great 
deal of the super pay-out, and had nothing whatever to do with the 
Study of Australia's Indigenous Orchids! It did, however, mean that 
I missed out on our so-called Winter and the opportunity to observe 
our plants ' behaviour over a couple of months whilst I enjoyed a long 
and glorious European Summer. I was far too late to catch any 
British Orchids; I was told that they are terrestrials which appear 
briefly in Spring, and work like hell to accumulate enough sustenance 
to see them through the inevitable Winter. 

Pauline and I enjoyed a week in Bali, and were bowled over by 
the orchids growing, mostly in natural conditions as epiphytes, in 
the Bedugul Botanic Gardens in the mountain area of Bali. We (or 
strictly speaking, She! ) were able to put names on many species that 
are Pan-tropical, and a number of the genera represented were ones 
with which we are familiar in Tropical Queensl-and - Rulbop.hyllum, 
Dendrobium, Calanthe, Liparis, Pho-lidota, Thrixspermum, Phreatia, 
Qberonia, and my old favourite, Spathoglottis plicata, were all 
represented by numerous species growing on and around hundreds of 
trees, palms and ferns in numbers that must have totalled many 
thousands. If any readers find themsel-ves in Bali we can recommend 
these Gardens as an experience not to be missed. 

One last bit of traveller's tale: The airport lounges at 
Jakarta and Denpasar are decorated with many, many pots of flowering 
orchids. Soft cane Dendrobiums and Oncidiums predominate in a 
display of beauty that was a joy to my jet-lagged eyes. Aren't you 
glad that I can't show you my slides? 

This is our first Newsletter of the new financial year and, 
as required by ASGAP rules, we print herein a financial report for 
the year past. Subs for the next fiscal year became due on 1 / 7 / 9 7 ,  
and we are heartened by the number already received. You will note 
that our balance this year is favourable, largely due to not sending 
newsletters to unfinancial members. This issue will be sent to all 
those who were paid up to 30 /6 /97  but our mailing list will again be 
adjusted to delete any who have not renewed by the next issue. $5 
per year is the cost, and we'd really love to have a letter from you 
all every now and then. It is such a pleasure to hear from our 
fellow enthusiasts with comments and tips based on practice or 
discussion. 

We'll print a selection from our current mailbag: 
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Jan Sked writes from Lawnton, Queensland, 4051:  

"Last weekend (Ed: June '97) the Pine Rivers Branch had an excursion 
to Diana's Bath, which is a picturesque spot just over the mountains 
in the Esk Shire. It will one day go under a hydro-electric dam, but 
in the meantime, we visit it regularly to observe the great diversity 
of plant life. 

The 'bath' itself is a large blue pool of water in Byron Creek with 
a spectacular backdrop of black cliff face leading up to the steep 
rocky slopes of Mt. Byron. The area along the creek is owned by the 
Electricity Authority, but the upper slopes of the mountain are in 
the Mt. Mee State Forest. The geology of the area is mainly rhyolite 
and is part of the Mt. Byron volcanics. The vegetation consists of 
open forest, woodland with heath understorey, some closed shrubland 
dominated by L e p t s s p e r m u m s  and gallery shrubland and vine fores-t 
along the watercourses. The vegetation is in good condition with few 
exotic weeds, as it is a relatively isolated area. 

So far I have found 14 species of orchids in the area - eight 
terre~t~ials-a6d s i x  epiphftes, The terrestrials are: A c i a n t h u s  
s P .  , C a l a d e n i a  c a r n e a ,  C h i l o g . l o t t i s  sylvestr is ,  Coryrba s 
a c o n l ' t i  f l o r u s ,  C r y p t o s t y l i s  s u b u l a t a ,  G l o s s o d i a  s p .  , P t e r o s t y l i s  s p .  , 
T h e l y m i  t r a  i x i o i d e s .  The epiphytes are : Cymbidium s u a v e ,  Dendrob ium 
k i n g i a n u m ,  D. l i n g u i  f o r m e ,  D. m a n o p h y l l  urn, D .  s p e c i o s u m .  
Only a few P t e r o s t y l i s  were in flower this month but there were 
masses of various small terrestrials everywhere up the slope of the 
mountain. Just the leaves were showing. We could not walk without 
stepping on them.'! 

From Margaret Bradhurst, Lilli Pilli, YSW, 2229: 

"We have three species of D i p o d i u m  orchids in the Sydney area - i . e .  
D. p u n c t a t u m ,  D .  v a r i e g a t u m ,  and the newly listed D. r o s e u m .  F l o r a  
o f  N . S . F I ~ . ,  V o l  4 has described and listed all three, and Tony 
Bishop's F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  the O r c h i d s  o f  ,WI4 & V i c t o r i a  is the only 
book 1 know of with colour plates of all three. 

Last summer 1 was fortunate enough to photograph an all-white 
D i p o d i u m  in flower in the Royal National Park. I think it was an 
albino form of D. v a r i e g a t u n  which was flowering normally nearby. 
Nevertheless, i t  was very unusual and I will be interested to go back 
there next season to see if it puts in a repeat appearance. 

I bought a copy of Tony Bishop's book, F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  the O r c h i d s  of 
ArSW & V i c t o r i a  and find it an excellent reference with good, easy to 
read details and colour photos to match. I doubt whether I, 
personally, would take it on a SGAP walk as it would soon get tatty, 
but it would be ideal for that purpose. The only criticism could be 
that where an orchid has had a name change, its previous name is not 
referred to. Minor point in an excellent reference book. 

On a recent SGAP mid-week ramble I was able to point out P t e r o s t y l i s  
d a i n t r e a n a  (a name I always associate with far North Queensland)! 
According to Len Robinson's F i e l d  G u i d e  t o  the X a t i v e  P l a n t s  o f  
Sydney, it is uncommon in the Sydney area and found only in the Royal 
National Park in the Helensburg area. I know of it in three 
locations thereabouts. It is one of the multi-flowered greenhoods 
and usually grows on mossy sandstone outcrops under low heathy 
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shrubs. It flowers from April to July on the NSW Central Coast and 
Tablelands, and in South East Queensland. It has a tiny basal 
rosette of leaves which is separate from the flowering stem-and has 
3-5 sheathing leaves on the stem as well. An interesting little 
terrestrial orchid." 

Doreen Sabien of Malanda, Queensland, 4885, wrote to us in 
August:- 

"Burke's Backyard suggested snails were the culprit when orchid 
leaves were holed and flowers chewed. I have gone bat-eyed looking 
to find the blighters when every flower bud of D. d e l i c a t u r n  
disappeared. I did not see one bit of colour. No snails, but twice 
I squashed a thin little grub on the petals, and twicc have disturbed 
the small green grasshopper in the vicinity. Maybe they are just 
some of the myriads of predators sent to hassle us? I managed to 
avoid (somehow) the chewers and have three beautiful sprays of D .  
j o n e s i i  and quite a few spikes on D. k i n g i a n u m  . . . but checking these 
three and four times a day as I pass! 

Saw the lovely Sun Orchid in bloom in the Herberton area in August, 
T h e l y m i  t r a  n r ~ d a ,  previously listed as the mis-identif ied T .  a r i s t a t a .  
This is the only species of The2jm;itr-a I have seen, but, by gee, it 
is a beauty and my firm favourite . . . apologies to Len Lawler who 
opts for H a b e r n a r i a !  ! D i p o d i u m  ensifolium were in full growth but 
not in bloom at that time, but the tiny pink-flowered C a l a d e n i a  
c a  t e n a  t a  were in profusion. 

No success with my attempt at propagating Spa t h o g l o t  &.is plies t a  by 
the layering of the spent flowering stem, as I do with P h a i ~ s  
t a n k e r v i l l i a e ,  but I'll try again in warmer months and perhaps with 
different medium. 

A published comment from an orchid grower who has considerable 
success at orchid shows could be of interest to those who have an 
orchid enclosure: He says he has black plastic on the back wall of 
his bush-house so that the orchid spikes grow away from the wall and 
aim directly at the sunlight. This way all flowering stems are facing 
the same way at shows. 

Like, I suppose, most newcomers to serious orchid growing, 
fertilising of my few poor specimens was very spasmodic until I got 
enthusiasm from membership from our Study Group. A sprinkle of blood 
and bone in the warmer months was their total attention, but at a 
recent garden Expo in Cairns I talked to the chap at Lonne's Orchids 
stand. He introduced m e  to a fcrtilising plan he uses with very 
obvious success. H e  said orchids grown in a variety of containcrs 
and medium must be kept regularly supplied with fiutrients to replace 
those leached away. He: recommcrrded the Grow Force products Aquafeed 
and Aqua-K which are suited to thc needs of most orchid varieties. 
Aquafeed is to be used on orchids during periods of increased growth, 
i.e., during thc warmer months of the year .  Aqua-K is recommended 
for use during the colder months of the year.. . it has higher levels 
~f potassium ( K )  and increases plant resistance to lower 
temperatures. Repeat all feedings at 7-10 day intervals, but don't 
spray jn strong sunlight. 

As with all things, correct care is rewarding.. 
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(Pauline) I recently made the embarrassing discovery that I had 
slipped up when typing the caption on Alick Dockrill's line drawing, 
which illustrated Len Lawler's article on Spiranthes  sinens.is in 
Newsleter 16, of which we were so proud. My sincere apologies to you 
both. I 'd also like to say how well1 the fact that neither gentleman 
pointed out my error to me, although it impinged on their work, 
illustrates what type of people they are. I don't mind eating humhle 
pie, Len, but thanks for giving me the option. 

ASSOCIATION OF SOCIETIES MIR 6ROWING AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 

1 nd . i g ~ o u s  Orchid StudyyGGr_oup Financial Statemen-97 

Balance as at 30 /6 /96  $311 - 3 8  

To income: 

Subscriptions received 96 /97  
97/98 

Bank Interest 

TOTAL INCOME 

To Expenses: 

Stationery 
Printing 
Postage 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

Total of Income over Expenses 

Balance at 30 /6 /97  


