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k We commence on a sad note :  Len Butt  d i e d  i n  Greenslopes Hospi aY6nu' l d  
\ -- *-n/ 

7 A p r i l ,  a f t e r  3 weeks i n  h o s p i t a l .  Len was Leader of t h i s  Study Group a s  
we l l  as t h e  Palm & Cycad Group, f o r  many years ,and  w i l l  be remembered wi th  

a f f e c t i o n  by h i s  many f r i e n d s  i n  S.G.A.P.Len d i d  much t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  know- 
ledge and awareness of A u s t r a l i a ' s  Native P lan t s .  

..... 
I n  t h i s  i s s u e :  conclusion of Susan d a l t e r ' s  a r t i c l e  commenced l a s t  i s s u e ,  
a r e p o r t  on SGAP ou t ings  i n  t h e  &'ar North,a l i t t l e  b i t  of NSW news,and t h e  
f e a t u r e  o r c h i d  i s  Pseudovani l la  f o l i a t a .  Y o u ' l l  n o t i c e  a change i n  format:  
2au l ine  i s  away i n  Sydney looking a f t e r  h e r  Mother,and s i n c e  I ' m  not game t c  
t r y  t h e  computer /pr inter  I ' l l  bang t h i s  out  on t h e  t r u s t y  Olympia and have i 
photocopied a t  -Babinda Pharmacy ,where I 'm t h e  Saturday- Chemist. 
Any m i s t a k e s , t h e r e f o r e ,  a r e  a l l  m y  o m  work!! 
This  w i l l  b e  t h e  las t  e d i t i o n  f o r  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l  year , so  a p a r t  from a  few 

e a r l y  b i r d s  a l l  subs w i l l  become due on 30 June. $5 a s  usua1,gets  you an 
u n s p e c i f i e d  number of n e w s l e t t e r s , t h e  q u s l i t y  and content  of which i s  goverr 

ed by t h e  respones from you , t h e  members.From t h e  Study Group Directory:  
"Active members c o l l e c t  information on t h e  p l a n t s  under study,and forward 
t h e i r  obse rva t ions  t o  t h e  leader,who c o l l a t e s  and publ i shes  t h e  information.  

u s u a l l y  i n  a newsle t te r .  The Bype of informat ion  can be any aspect  of c u l t -  
iva t iob ,p ropaga t ion  and n a t u r a l  occurrence of t h e  p l a n t s  under study". 
Regular r e a d e r s  w i l l  by now be aware t h a t  we do not  pub l i sh  an abs t ruse  

s c i e n t i f i c  magazine;we a r e  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  dinkum observat ions  and deduc- 
t i o n s  from members t h a t  can be passed on and discussed,and so add t o  t h e  
t o t a l  of knowledge of our indigenous o r c h i d s  a c r o s s  Aus t ra l i a .  Don't be shy .  

send a couple of p a r a s  and ge t  va lue  f o r  your  stamp when you send your $5. 
Native Orchids:  I n  t h e  Wild v s  Cu l t iva t ion .  By Susan Walter (Conclusion) 

To show you t h a t  I p r a c t i s e  what I preach,  I have l i s t e d  a  few types  of 
growing media t h a t  John & 1 have t r i e d  over t h e  years ,and  our  l e v e l  of succ 

w i t h  each. (Ed: Sue l i v e s  i n  Bacchus Marsh, V i c t o r i a ) .  
Cornposted Pinebark : Fine Grade : P t e r o s t y l i s  nutans ,P.pedunculata, - a p t i s t i  

a l l  success fu l  so long as some of t h e  ' o l d '  mix i s  incorportaed a t  

p o t t i n g  on. 
I 1  I '  11 Coarse a rade :  Success w i t h  'easy t o  grow' Dendrobiums such a s  kingian 

and speciosum..D.falcorostrum and v a r i o u s  Den hybr ids  such a s  'B l l en '  

'Delicatum' .Sarchochilus & k & & ( ~ h e n  t h e  s n a i l s  d o n ' t  des t roy  it ). 



( 2  1 
~ e l a l e u c a  branches ,cu t  t o  length(prob1y M. s typhe lo ides  , but  not  s u r e  ) : 4 

H = h o r i z o n t a l  mounting; V = v e r t i c a l  mounting:- 

Den. l inguiforme(H) D.pugioniforme(V) ~.aemulum(V) D. schoeninum(V), 

~ . t  e r e t i f o l i u m ( ~ )  : a l l  0K.Bulbophyllum shepherd i i  : poor response. 

Sections of o l d  dead tree fern, c u t  l o n g i t d d i n a l l y :  D.tetragonum (v) ,  
D . g r a c i l i c a u l e ( ~ )  : both OK. Bulbophyllum exiguum (H) : good response. 
Commercial t r e e  f e r n  s e c t i o n s :  ~ . l i n g u i f o r m e ( V )  - poor response 

Dopugioniforme ( V )  OK a s  t r e e  f e r n  aged, poor when f r e s h .  
Commercial P o t t i n g  Mix : (genera l  purpose mix-no slow r e l e a s e  f e r t i l i s e r s )  : 
Pt e r o s t y l i s  nutans  :good response. Acianthus f o r n i c a t u s  :moderate, 
C y r t o s t y l i s  r o b u s t s  : moderate response. 
Mixture of ' n a t u r a l  ' s o i l  & composted pinebark f i n e s  : C r y p t o s t y l i s  subu la tE  
very  good. Mic ro t i s  unifo1ia:good. C h i l o g l o t t i s  gunnii:good growth so f a r ,  

but  no f l o w e r s  a f t e r  2 years .  P. l o n g i f o l i a :  good. 
I should add t h a t  f o r  most of our  t e r r e s t r ' i a l s  we add a l a y e r  of sheoak 

needles  a s  mulch t o  t h e  t o p  of each pot .  We f e r t i l i s e  our  epiphytes  wi th  
Johnsons N u t r i s o l  and Evergreen when we remember which may be only  3 - 4 -c i  
a year .  h r  orch ids  a r e  grown i n  a shedehouse e r e c t e d  on t h e  North end of c 

weatherboard house between t h e  house and t h e  boundary f e n c e  on a suburban 
block. Most of t h e  house i s  roofed wi th  shadecloth but  one s e c t i o n  has  whit  
f i b r e g l a s s .  The w a l l s  above t h e  f e n c e l i n e  a r e  a l s o  made of shadecloth.  We 
have overhead microsprays on a t imer.  rhny of our  ep iphytes  a r e  s t rung  up 
from t h e  roof whi le  our t e r r e s t r i a l s  and o t h e r  ep iphytes  i n  p o t s  (b lack  
p l a s t i c )  a r e  on a wire  mesh bench about two f e e t  from t h e  floor.The f l o o r  i 
covered i n  a deep l a y e r  of s c o r i a  which assists d ra inage  bu t  promotes humic 
t y  i n  summer. The f l o o r  i s  s loped away towards t h e  f r o n t  garden and c o n t a i r  
a sha l low,grave l - f i l l ed  d r a i n  t o  c a r r y  away excess  water.  The d r a i n  runs  i r  

our  f r o n t  garden and he lps  supply run-off water  t o  our  mulched a l l - n a t i v e  
f r o n t  yard.  We do not  u s e  p e s t i c i d e s  o t h e r  t h a n  s n a i l  bai t ;manual  squasl 1~ 

of u n d e s i r a b l e s  and we occas iona l ly  u s e  a pyrethrum spray  if we g e t  ve ry  b~ 
aphid i n f e s t a t i o n s .  Our shade house i s  a l s o  used  f o r  r a i s i n g  seeds  and 
c u t t i n g s  of o t h e r  n a t i v e  p lan t s .  

?mD. 
Ed: t h e r e ' s  p l e n t y  of food f o r  thought ; thank you,Sue , f o r  t h a t  v e r y ,  comprehc 
s i v e  a r t i c l e .  We a r e  very keen t o  p r i n t  a s  much i n f o  a s  we can from o t h e r  
a r e a s  so a s  t o  present  a balance of experience a c r o s s  Aus t ra l i a .  
From NSW Native P l a n t s  Apr i l  '98: Species  added t o  t h e  Endangered Species  
Schedule (NSW) inc lude:  Mic ro t i s  angusi i ,Caladenia  arenaria ,C.concolor ,  
Genoplesium plumosum, and P t e r o s t y l i s  sax ico la .  
Perhaps NSW members who know of 'w i ld '  popula t ions  of any of  t h e  above may 

' c a r e  t o  inform your S t a t e  committee of t h e i r  wherabouts?? 
The NSW Native P l a n t s  people a r e  running a bus t r i p  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Townsvil: 

SGAP convent ion i n  June,and we can recommend Townsville a t  t h a t  t ime of ye; 

Organisa t ion  of t h e  Convention i s  f i r s t - c l a s s  and we look forward t o  enjpyi 

t h e  company of  many SGAP'ers a t  Townsville. 



( 3 )  
From Doreen Sabien ,&landa, Atherton Tableland, Queensland : 
"Have t o  t e l l  you about how I have r e c e n t l y  become acquainted wi th  a  few 

more of our  n a t i v e  o rch ids  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  h a b i t a t .  What a  Joy t o  s e e  them, 
and t o  (hopeful ly)  r ecogn i se  them when encountered again. Tableland SGAP 's 
excursion behind M t  Baldy , south  west of Atherton ,proved a  r e a l  t r e a s u r e  t rove  
It was t h e  r i g h t  t ime of t h e  year (Apr i1)  f o r  some small  t e r r e s t r i a l s  t o  have 

t h e i r  heads and some f lowers  above ground. F i r s t  spo t t ed  was P t e r o s t y l i s  s3d 

s t r i c t a  wi th  some almost-opened buds,on d i s tu rbed  ground. Corybas barbarae 
had not  f lowered but  t h e  delis Acianthus b o r e a l i s  was showing i t s  
mosquito-like f lowers .  Nearby was a p l e n t i f u l  showing of Ar th roch i lus  oreo- 
phy l lus .  This  s i g h t i n g  d e l i g h t e d  Len Lawler (our  r e s i d e n t  o rch id  hawk-eye) 
g r e a t l y , a s  d i d  t h e  observat ion  ofepiphytes  Phrea t i a  c r a s s i u s c u l a , ( s e e n  i n  
g r e a t  profusion),Bulbophyllum bowkettae,macphersonii,and newport i i ,and 
Dendrobiums agrostophyllum,gracilicaule ,and j o n e s i i  (ruppianum) ,whi le  t h e  
hooked apex on t h e  l e a f  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Mobilabium hamatum,which i s  indigenous 
t o  t h e  Atherton & Evelyn t a b l e l n d s ,  Highl ight  of t h e  day was t h e  pa tch  d a t  
f i rs t  thought t o  be t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  Calanthe t r i p l i c a t a , i n  profus ion  a t  t h e  
b a s e  of a  t r e e ,  on9 a  b u r l - l i k e  pro t rus ion .  Closer  inspec t ion  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  
p l a n t s  a s  Malaxix l a t  i f  o l i a .  

Not so many o r c h i d s  ( i n  f a c t  we a l l  went bat-eyed looking!)  dur ing  t h e  
t r e k  t o  Cape T r i b u l a t i o n  on t h e  b y  long weekend with Tableland and Cairns  
SGAP'ers. But a  memorable s i g h t i n g  ( f i r s t  f o r  me) was t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  
Corymborkis v e r a t r i f o l i a .  B i l l  Lavarack & Bruce Gray I s  book: "Aust ra l ian  
T r o p i c a l  Orchids ' s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  one i s  o f t e n  mistaken f o r  a juven i l e  palm 
And t h a t ' s  exac t ly  what we a l l  d i d  ... walked pas t  t h e  p l a n t  u n t i l  one enthu 
i a s t  recognised it. The p l e a t e d  l eaves  and he ight  of about one metre  had u s  
a l l  foo led  i n t o  by-passing it a s  j u s t  another  young palm. A p l e a s u r e  t o  be 
experienced i n  t h e  f u t u r e  perhaps w i l l  be  t h e  s i g h t i n g  of a p l a n t  i n  bloom. 

Severa l  t r e e s  supported dense mats of Bulbophyllum b a i l e y i  - one of 

t h e  North 's  most widespread species .  A t  t h e  Daintree Environment Centre  the? 
were s e v e r a l  Pomatocalpa macphersonii , another  North Queenslander I 've  y e t  
t o  become f a m i l i a r  with.  

r n D  , 
Ed: To cont inue Doreen's s t o r y :  an informal  group, including Doreen,myself,ac 
some o t h e r  Orchid Study Group members,took a ramble along t h e  pe r ime te r  t r a c  
a t  Lake Zacham i n  mid-May. The t r a c k  i s  being  re - s i t ed  above t h e  o l d  one,due 
t o  erosion,and by-passes t h e  r i c h e r  a r e a s  of orchids ,but  we were rewarded w i  

s i g h t i n g s  of 1 2  species ,mainly epiphytes.  Calanthe t r i B i i c a t a  appears  i n  la1 
numbers c l o s e  t o  t h e  l a k e f s  edge, Some o r c h i d s  a r e  very accessible ,growing c 
t r e e s  ad jacent  t o  t h e  carpark:Den l inguiforme and t e r e t i f o l i u m  on p i n e  t r ee :  

and P l e c t o r r h i z a  b r e v i l a b r a  and a  superb specimen of D.racemosum i n  a small 
pa tch  of t r e e s  near  t h e  t o i l e t  block. D.racemosum i s  endemic t o  t h e  Atherto1 

tab le land,and i s  an u p r i g h t  penci l - type o rch id  with v e q i c a l  racemes, 



F e a t u r e  Orchid: Pseudovanf lla f o l i a t a ,  (formerly Galeola f o l i a t a ) .  
- 

When I first r e a d  of t h i s  e l u s i v e  o rch id  some y e a r s  ago I w a s  f i r e d  wi th  
enthusiasm t o  look f o r  it on 'my' mountain.Over t h e  y e a r s  I have examined 
wBat must amount t o  thousands of r o t t i n g  l o g s  (which our  cyclones  provide i n  
abundance)to no avai1 ,but  I never l o s t  hope, During an SGAP t r i p  t o  t h e  
Boonjie Scrub a couple of y e a r s  ago Len Lawler pointed ou t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  

L r o o t  system of a specimen a t t ached  t o  a fa lenlogwi th  t h e  cl imbing stems j u s t  
11 beginning t o  commence f lower  produution,and then I knew what t o  look f o r ,  

The r o o t s  a r e  (Jones) ' i n t r i c a t e l y  branched' (Dockr i l l )  : i n t r i c a t e l y  ramose 
a t  t h e  d i s t a l  end ' ,  They form interwoven clumps about t h e  s i z e  of a man's 
hand,s t rongly a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  chosen l o g , q u i t e  easy t o  r ecogn i se  once known. 

This  orchid  occurs  from Gape York Peninsula,down t h e  c o a s t l i n e  a s  f a r  sout 
sou th  a s  Por t  Hacking i n  NEW, genera l ly  i n  r a i n f o r e s t  o r  i n  mois t  a r e a s  which 
supply r o t t i n g  t imber.  The o rch id  i s  saprophy t i c , r e ly ing  on o l d  l o g s  e t c  f o r  
i t s  ex i s t ence . I t  seems t o  d i e  o f f  when t h e  food supply i s  exhausted,but  

appears  i n  i t s  chosen a r e a  wherever a  food supply occurs ,such a s  logging 
s i t e s  and cyclone-damaged f o r e s t s  i n  wet a reas ,  

Pseudovani l la  f o l i a t a  i s  a l e a f l e s s , c l i m b i n g  o rch id  which can ascend t o  
15 metres i n  he ight .  It produces s i n g l e  f lowers  i n  panic les(branched racemes) 
u p  t o  two metres i n  l e n g t h  conta in ing  up t o  150 flowers,and a l a r g e  p l a n t  can 

I have f lowers  i n  thousands and be very impress ive '  says  D o c k r i l l  i n  a  r a r e  
d i v e r s i o n  from h i s  u s u a l  detached s c i e n t i f i c  s t y l e .  The f lowers  have a honey 
f rag rance ,a re  25-40 mm across ,goldan-  yellow i n  color .  

O=r SO I ' v e  r ead ,  over and o v e r , I 1 v e  no t  y e t  seen one. But I ' v e  f i n a l l y  
found a  p l a n t ! !  Only a couple of mi les  from home,on t h e  hank of a r a i n f o r e s t  
c reek  only a c c e s s i b l e  by walking up t h e  creek  i t s e l f ,  The o r c h i d  i s  growing 

on a dead Harungana madagascariensis (an exo t i c  weed t r e e )  which h a s  broken 
about 4 metres from t h e  ground and dropped t h e  mass of o r c h i d  i n t o  a pa tch  of 
g i a n t  raspberry.There i s  a  branch o rch id  ascending a small u n i d e n t i f i e d  - .ve 
t r e e  ad jacen t ,  and I have popes t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  f lower l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r  - Oct 
t o  Jan. ,according t o  Dockri l l .  I found t h i s  orchid  i n  February,  ,and it was 

p r e s e n t i n g  many dozens of seed pods,each about 15-20 cm l o n g , s l e n d e r  and 
green,  t u r n i n g  brown. Subsequent heavy r a i n  prevented walking t h e  creek  ,and 
t h e n  Paul ine & I had a  t r i p  t o  our  daughters  wedding i n  S r i sbane , so  t h a t  by - 
t h e  time we go t  back t o  it , t h e  f r u i t s  were s t rongly  dehiscing.  We were a b l e  
t o  g a t h e r  enough seed t o  d i g t r i b u t e  t o  a  few f r i ends ,and  I s p r i n k l e d  severa l  

l o t s  on s u i t a b l e  o l d  f a l l e n  t r e e s  c l o s e r  t o  home:it i s  supposed t o  be  

imposs ib le  t o  grow t h i s  orchid,and so fa r  my seed a r e  not  showing anything,  

b u t  I ' m  s t i l l  hoping, I t r u s t  t h a t  by the end of t h i s  y e a r  I ' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  

g i v e  readers  a f i r s t -hand  r e p o r t  of j u s t  what t h e  f lowers  look l i k e ,  
Would any members f a m i l i a r  with t h i s  o r c h i d  l i k e  t o  sha re  t h e i r  impressions 

through t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ?  
till next  t i n e  

Don 


