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We commence on a sad note: Len Butt died in Greenslopes Hospiéal 3n

7 April, after 3 weeks in hospital. Len Was Leader of this Study Group as
well as the Palm & Cycad Group, for many years,and will be remembered with
affection by his many friends in S.G.A.P.Len did much to increase the know-
ledge and awareness of Australia's Native Plants.

In this issue: conclusion of Susan "alter's article commenced last issue,

a report on SGAP outings in the Yar North,a little bit of NSW news,and the
feature orchid is Pseudovanilla foliata. You'll notice a change in format:
Pauline is away in Sydney looking after her Mother,and since I'm not game tc¢
try the computer/printer I'll bang this out on the trusty Olympia and have i
photocopied”at*Babinda'Pharmacyywhere—IimrtheﬂSaturdayﬂChemistff

Any mistakes,therefore, are all my owm work!!

This will be the last edition for this financial year,so apart from a few
early birds all subs will become due on 30 June. $5 as usual,gets you an
unspecified number of newsletters,the quality and content of which is goverr
ed by the respones from you,the members.From the Study Group Directory:
"Active members collect information on the plants under study,ant forward
their observations to the leader,who collates and publishes the information.
usually in a newsletter. The $ype of information can be any aspect of cult-
ivatioh,propagation and natural occurrence of the plants under study".
Regular readers will by now be aware that we do not publish an abstruse
scientific magazine;we are more interested in dinkum observations and deduc-
tions from members that can be passed on and discussed,and so add to the
total of knowledge of our indigenous orchids across Australia. Don't be'shy,
send. a couple of paras and get value for your stamp when you send your %5.
Native Orchids: In the Wild vs Cultivation. By Susan Walter (Conclusion)

To show you that I practise what I preach, I have listed a few types of

growing media that John & 1 have tried over the years,and our .level of succ
with each. (Ed: Sue lives in Bacchus Marsh, Victoria).
Composted Pinebark: Fine Grade: Pterostylis nutans,P.pedunculata,P.baptisti

all successful so long as some of the ‘'old' mix is incorportaed at
potting on.
nn Coapge grade: Success with 'easy to grow' Dendrobiums such as kingian

and speciosum..D.falcorostrum and various Den hybrids such as ‘'Ellen'
'Delicatum'.Sarchochilus ﬁiiigﬁigi(When the snails don't destroy it).
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Melaleuca branches,cut to length(probly M. stypheloides, but not sure) : .
H = horizontal mounting; V = vertical mounting:-

Den. linguiforme(H) D.pugioniforme(V) R.aemulum(V) D. schoeninum(V),
D.teretifolium(V) : all OK.Bulbophyllum shepherdii: poor response.
Sections of old dead tree fernm, cut longitidinally: D.tetragonum (V),
D.gracilicaule(V): both OK. Bulbophyllum exiguum (H): good response.
Commercial tree fern sectioms: D.linguiforme(V) - poor response
D.pugioniforme (V) OK as tree fern aged, poor when fresh.

Commercial Potting Mix: (general purpose mix-no slow release fertilisers):

Pterostylis nutans:good response. Acianthus fornicatus:moderate,
Cyrtostylis robusts: moderate response.
Mixture of 'matural' soil & composted pinebark fines: Cryptostylis subulata

very good. Microtis unifolia:good. Chiloglottis gunnii:good growth so far,
but no flowers after 2 years. P. longifolia: good.
I should add that for most of our terrestrials we add a layer of sheoak
needles as mulch to the top of each pot. We fertilise our epiphytes with
Johnsons Nutrisol and Evergreen when we remember which may be only 3 - 4 v©i

a year. Our orchids are grown in a shedehouse erected on the North end of ¢
weatherboard house between the house and the boundary fence on a suburban
block. Most of the house is roofed with shadecloth but one section has whit
fibreglass. The walls above the fenceline are also made of shadecloth. We
have overhead microsprays on a timer. Many of our epiphytes are strung up
from the roof while our terrestrials and other epiphytes in pots (black
plastic) are on a wire mesh bench about two feet from the floor.The floor i
covered in a deep layer of scoria which assists drainage but promotes humic
ty in summer. The floor is sloped away towards the front garden and contair
a shallow,gravel-filled drain to carry away excess water. The drain runs ir
our front garden and helps supply run-off water to our mulched all-native
front yard. We do not use pesticides other than snail bait;manual squaslxlg
of undesirables and we occasionally use a pyrethrum spray if we get very bz
aphid infestations. Our shade house is also used for raising seeds and
cuttings of other native plants.

END.
Ed: there's plenty of food for thought;thank you,Sue,for that very comprehs
sive article. We are very keen to print as much info as we can from other
areas so as to present a balance of experience across Australia.
From NSW Native Plants April 'O8: Species added to the Endangered Species

Schedule (NSW) include: Microtis angusii,Caladenia arenaria,C.concolor,
Genoplesium plumosum, and Pterostylis saxicola.

Perhaps NSW members who know of 'wild' populations of any of the above may
‘care to inform your State committee of their wherabouts??

The NSW Native Plants people are running a bus trip to attend the Townsvil:

SGAP convention in June,and we can recommend Townsville at that time of yes

Organisation of the Convention is first-class and we look forward to enjpy:
the company of many SGAP'ers at Townsville.
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From Doreen Sabien,Malanda, Atherton Tableland,Queensland:
"Have to tell you about how I have recently become acquainted with a few

more of our native orchids in their native habitat. What a joy to see then,
and to (hopefully) recognise them when encountered again. Tableland SGAP's
excursion behind Mt Baldy,south west of Atherton,proved a real treasure trove

It was the right time of the year(April) for some small terrestrials to have
their heads and some flowers above ground. First spotted was Pterostylis skxx
stricta with some almost-opened buds,on disturbed ground. Corybas barbarae
had not flowered but the deli&gzg-Acianthus borealis was showing its
mosquito-like flowers. Nearby was a plentiful showing of Arthrochilus oreo-
phyllus. This sighting delighted Len Lawler (our resident orchid hawk-eye)
greatly,as did the observation ofepiphytes Phreatia crassiuscula, (seen in
great profusion),Bulbophyllum bowkettae,macphersonii,and newportii,and
Dendrobiums agrostophyllum,gracilicaule,and Jonesii (ruppianum),while the
hooked apex on the leaf distinguished Mobilabium hamatum,which is indigenous
to the Atherton & Evelyn tablelnds. Highlight of the day was the patch =z at
first thought to be the terrestrial Calanthe triplicata,in profusion at the
base of a tree, onx a burl-like protrusion. Closer inspection identified the
plants as Malaxix latifolia. .

Not so many orchids (in fact we all went bat-eyed looking!) during the
trek to Cape Tribulation on the May long weekend with Tableland and Cairns
SGAP'ers. But a memorable sighting (first for me) was the terrestrial
Corymborkis veratrifolia. Bill Lavarack & Bruce Gray's book: "'Australian
Propical Orchids' states that this one is often mistaken for a juvenile palm
And that's exactly what we all did ... walked past the plant until one enthu
iast recognised it. The pleated leaves and height of about one metre had us
all fooled into by-passing it as just another young palm. A pleasure to be
experienced in the future perhaps will be the sighting of a plant in bloom.

Several trees supported dense mats of Bulbophyllum baileyi - one of
the North's most widespread species. At the Daintree Environment Centre ther
were several Pomatocalpa macphersonii,another North Queenslander I've yet
to become familiar with.

END,
Ed: To continue Doreen's story: an informal group,including Doreen,myself,ar
some other Orchid Study Group members,took a ramble along the perimeter trac
at Lake Eacham in mid-May. The track is being re-sited above the old one,due
to erosion,and by-passes the richer areas of orchids,but we were rewarded W]
sightings of 12 species,mainly epiphytes. Calanthe triplicata appears in laz
pumbers close to the lake(s edge. Some orchids are very accessible,growing c
trees adjacent to the carpark:Den linguiforme and teretifolium on pine tree:
and Plectorrhiza brevilabra and a superb specimen of D.racemosum in a small
patch of trees near the toilet block. D.racemosum is endemic to the Athertor

tableland,and is an upright pencil-type orchid with veryical racemes.
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Feature Orchid: Pseudovanilla foliata. (formerly Galeola foliata).

When I first read of this elusive orchid some years ago I was fired with
enthusiasm to look for it on 'my' mountain.Over the years I have examined
what must amount to thousands of rotting logs (which our ¢yclones provide in
abundance)to no avail,but I never lost hope. During an SGAP trip to the
Boonjie Scrub a couple of years ago &en Lawler pointed out the distinctive
root system of a specimen attached to a faf%nlogwith the climbing stems just
beginning to commence flower production,ang then I knew what to look for.
The roots are (Jones) 'intricately branched'(Dockrill):intricately ramose
at the distal end'. They form interwoven clumps about the size of a man's
hand, strongly attached to the chosen log,quite easy to recognise once known.
This orchid occurs from Vape York Peninsula,down the coastline as far sout
south as Port Hacking in NS8W, generally in rainforest or in moist areas whick
supply rotting timber. The orchid is saprophytic,relying on old logs etc for
its existence.It seems to die off when the food supply is exhausted,but
appears in its chosen area wherever a food supply occurs,such as logging
sites and cyclone-damaged forests in wet areas.
Pseudovanilla foliata is a leafless,climbing orchid which can ascend to
15 metres in height. It produces single flowers in panicles(branched racemes)
up to two metres in length containing up to 150 flowers,and a large plant can
have flowers in thousands 'and be very impressive' says Dockrill in a rare
diversion from his usual detached scientific style. The flowers have a honey
fragrance,are 2540 mm across,golden- yellow in color.

Or so I've read, over and over,I've not yet seen one. But I've finally
found a plant!! Only a couple of miles from home,on the bank of a rainforest
creek only accessible by walking up the creek itself. The orchid is growing
on a dead Harungana madagascariensis (an exotic weed tree) which has broken
about 4 metres from the ground and dropped the mass of orchid into a patch of
giant raspberry.There is a branch orchid ascending a small unidentified _ .ve
tree adjacent, and I have hopes that this will flower later this year - Oct
to Jan.,according to Dockrill. I found this orchid in February,,and it was
Presenting many dozens of seed pods,each about 15-20 cm long,slender and
green, turning brown. Subsequent heavy rain prevented walking the creek,and
then Pauline & I had a trip to our daughters wedding in Brisbane,so that by
the time we got back to it,the fruits were étrongly dehiscing. We were able
to gather enough seed to digtribute to a few friends,and I sprinkled several
lots on suitable old fallen trees closer to home:it is supposed to be
impossible to grow this orchid,and so far my seed are not showing anything,
but I'm still hoping. I trust that by the end of this year I'll be able to
give readers a first-hand report of just what the flowers look like.

Would any members familiar with this orchid like to share their impressions

through the newsletter? _
till next time A



