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Most people  say t hey  j o i n  a  s tudy  group t o  l e a r n .  Are  you 
l e a r n i n g  f rom t h i s  Study Group? As most o f  ou r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  l i v e  i n  
ep iphy te  areas,  i f  you a r e  a  t e r r e s t r i a l  e n t l ~ u s i a s t ,  t h e  bes t  way t o  
use our n e w s l e t t e r  t o  l e a r n  i s  probab7y as a stimulant: t o  what you 
can do independent l y .  Have you ever a t tempted t o  descr ibe  an o r c h i d ,  
o r  what i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h a t  p l a n t ?  Many p l a n t  books have a  
g lossary ,  b u t  f o r  terms s p e c i f i c  t o  o r c h i d s  we r e a l l y  need a  good 
o r c h i d  book. Our Study Group does n o t  expect  members t o  use 
s c i  en t  i f i c  1  anguage when r e p o r t i  ng t h e i  r observat  i ons and t h e i  r 
successes o r  o the rw i se  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  b u t  we c o u l d  a11 extend our 
knowledge o f  o r c h i d s  i f  we l ea rned  o r c h i d - s p e c i f i c  te rms.  I f  you 
make a s i  gn i  f i c a n t  d i  scovery  th rough  your d i  1  i gent  observa t ions ,  how 
w i  I 1  anyone ever  know i f  you c a n ' t  d e s c r i b e  i t  w i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  
accuracy? 

A case i n  p o i n t  occur red  when Don and I l a s t  t ook  a  t r i p  down 
t h e  Russel 1  R i v e r .  There a r e  Dendrobiums g a l o r e  i n  t h e  t r e e s  a long 
- tbbnks- . - - - -They--ar~r_edominan_t ly-djsco  l o r ,  b u t  o t h e r  1 i tt 1 e  gems 
a re  t o  be found when i n  f l o w e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we haven ' t  p e r f e c t e d  
a  means o f  c o l l e c t i n g  a  f l o w e r  h i g h  i n  t h e  t r e e s ,  b u t  we d i d  ge t  one 
f rom lower  down. The d i f f i c u l t y  was how t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between t h i s  f l o w e r  and t h e  disco7or t y p e .  I h a v e n ' t  t h e  know how 
t o  d i s s e c t  t h e  f l o w e r  and had t o  go t o  a  g l o s s a r y  t o  p o i n t  up t h e  
eas i  l y  seen d i f f e r e n c e s .  My s tudy  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  f l o w e r  does 
n o t  conform t o  Dockri  7 7 ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  any o f  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  D, 
disco7or ,  b u t  i t  i s  p robab ly  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  ma t te r .  
Because I c a n ' t  d e s c r i b e  i t  a c c u r a t e l y ,  1 ' 1  1  j u s t  have t o  send t h e  
f l o w e r  t o  an e x p e r t .  

Our down r i v e r  t r i p  covered o n l y  about 4km. We t r a v e l  ve ry  
s l o w l y  f o r  maximum v iew ing  and i t ' s  a  case o f  t a k e  lunch j u s t  i n  case 
we see something wo r th  spending l o t s  o f  t i m e  on. ( D o n ' t  most SGAP 
o u t i n g s  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ! )  D. disco7or i s  a  m igh ty  p l a n t  w i t h  
pseudobulbs up t o  5m, each c a r r y i n g  up t o  s i x  i n f l o r e n c e s  measuring 
a  maximum o f  60cm. A coup le  o f  specimen we saw i n  t h e  t o p s  o f  smal l  
t r e e s  had many i n f l o r e s c e n c e s  i n  f u l l  golden f l o w e r  ex tend ing  some 
d i s t a n c e  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t r e e  - a  magn i f i cen t  s i g h t .  The 
Cymbidium madidum i s  n o t  such a show o f f .  The racemes o f  y e l l o w  o r  
g reen ish  b u t t e r c u p  f l o w e r s ,  a1 so t o  60cm, hang demurely below t h e  
e r e c t  s t r appy  leaves .  The s t r i n g s  o f  l a r g e  g l o b u l a r  seed pods f rom 
t h e  p rev ious  year a r e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  o r c h i d .  As t hey  
o f t e n  make t h e i r  home i n  a  basket  f e r n ,  which i t s e l f  i s  p r e t t y  
spec tacu la r ,  f i n d i n g  one, and t h e r e  a re  many, i s  ve ry  reward ing.  
Dockri  7 7 i a  t e r e t  i  f o  7 i a  i s  everywhere b u t  i s  on1 y  conspicuous when 
f l o w e r i n g .  The t e p a l s  a r e  narrow and d o n ' t  s t a y  wide open b u t  a  
p l a n t  w i t h  seve ra l  racemes o f  b r i g h t  w h i t e  f l o w e r s  i s  gorgeous. 
Other p l a n t s  we en joyed i n  f l o w e r  were D. mirbe'lianum, ( a  r e a l  t h r i l l  
as t h i s  r a r e  beauty  was t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  t r i p )  D. smi77ieae,  s t i l l  
i n  bud, Bu7bophy7 7um schi 77erianum, Oberonia comp7inata and a  w h i t e  
f l owe red  Dendrobium t o o  h i g h  f o r  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Not i n  
f l owe r  were E r i a  f i t z a 7 a n i  i  and heaps o f  Bu7bophy7 7um bai  7ey i ;  one 
had a  seed pod, t h e  f i r s t  I have seen. We know t h e r e  were many we 
d i d  n o t  see, b u t  when a  m igh t y  D .  Disco7or i n  f u l l  f l o w e r  catches t h e  
eye t h e  eye s t a y s  caught .  
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Because it i s  a shor ter  journey o f  o n l y  an hour o r  t w o ,  we 
mos t l y  t a k e  our boat t r i p s  u p  r i v e r  to check on many p l a n t s  we know, 
t o  en joy  t h e i r  flowering at- get a p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Mangroves 
s u p p o r t i n g  a l a r g e  p n p u l a t i  on of  Dockri 7 ' l i a  tereti f 0 7 i a  dominate a t  
f i r s t ,  t h e n  +he f r esh  w a t e r  r a i n f o r e s t  t r e e s  t ake  over and t h e  o r c h i d  
spec ies  i s  more v a r i e d ,  b u t  n o t  so easy t o  see. 

Next year t h e  ASGAP Conference i s  be ing  h e l d  i n  Br i sbane  and one 
o f  t h e  pos t  conference t o u r s  will i n c l u d e  a  journey up t h i s  R i v e r .  
I f  you d o n ' t  need  g r e a t  showy f l o w e r s ,  and do en joy l o e k i n g  a t  t h e  
i n c r e d i b l y  d i v e r s e  s i z e  and shape o f  o r ch id  p l a n t s ,  t h i s  p7ace w o ~ l d  
be hard to b e a t .  I h a v e n ' t  y e t  done a cross r e f e r e n c e  on what has 
f lowered here  a t  t h e  end o-F J u l y ,  b u t  as temperature and r a i n f a l l  
become i n c r e a s i n g l y  imposs ib le  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e r e ' s  bound t o  be 
something t o  wonder a t .  

Has your  i n t e r e s t  i n  o r c h i d s  also extended your knowledge af 
grasses, sedges and ground covers? I have had to l earn  t o  i d e n t i f y  
some t r e e s ,  a s  i t  i s  i n f u r i a t i n g  when Don i s  p o i n t i n g  out a plant and 
I clnn' t  know a Ristantia f rom a sonneratia. U n l i k e  b i r d s ,  t h e  p l a n t s  
d o n ' t  move, b u t  t hc  boa t  does. 

Two o f  our  members have reported,  i n  fact shown, success w i t h  
p ropaga t ing  Phaius t a n k e r v i  7 7eae by l a y e r i n g  a f l o w e r  s t a l  k. Have 
you exper imented w i t h  o t h e r  t e r r e s t r i a l s ?  One A the r ton  Tabl e l  and 
member has unsuccessfully t r i e d  Spathoglottis pa i c a t a  b u t  she h a s n ' t  
g i v e n  u p .  She 's  becoming e n t h u s i a s t i c  about t e r r e s t r i a l s  a f t e r  
r ead ing  i n  the Orchid Review t h a t  a mix o f  50% s a n d ,  45% so i  1, 5% 
pea t  moss and a 1 i t t l e  blood and bone i s  good; she i s  a l s o  keen t o  
t r y  a sugges t ion  from the same source of  p u t t i n g  dormant t u b e r s  i n t o  
a  p l a s t i c  bag w i t h  a banana s k i n  f o r  two weeks t o  induce f l o w e r i n g .  

Margaret  Bradhurs t  t e l l s  us:  "I seem t o  have spent most o f  my 
t i m e  as usual  c r a w l i n g  around on my hands and knees e i t h e r  l o o k i n g  
f o r  o r  photograph ing t e r r e s t r i a l s  and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  epiphytes.  
I am t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  up a  pho tograph ic  record  of t h e  o r c h i d s  i n  
S u t h e r l  and Shi r e .  Th i  s  i n c 1  udes the Royal N a t i  onal P a r k ,  Hea thco ta  
N a t i o n a l  Park ,  Botany (South]  N a t i o n a l  Park and t h e  Su ther land  S h i r e  
bush land reserves.  My l a t e s t  count was 77 spec ies  so f a r ,  hav ing 
found a few new (to me) species of  P t e r o s t y l i s  and o t l ~ e s s  r e c e n t l y .  
I have a f e e l i n g  4 n e w V i n d i n g s  f ran here  on a r e  go ing  t o  be  a r a t h e r  
r a r e  occur rence ! "  What a g rea t  p r o j e c t ,  Margaret. Keep l o o k i n g .  
A f i s h i n g  w r i t e r  used t o  s a y ,  t h e  man who catches the most f i s h  i s  
t h e  man who spends t h e  most t i m e  f is17ing;  i t ' s  t h e  same w i t h  o r c h i d s .  

TOWNSVILLE CONFERENCE - DON: 

We r e a l l y  enjoyed our  f i r s t  SGAP conference i n  Townsvi l 7 e  i n  
l a t e  June-ear ly  J u l y .  L i v i n g  i n  a t  t h e  Grammar School t ook  me back 
more than f o u r  decades t o  m y  long-ago boarding school days, b u t  i t  
i s  the  bes t  way to really he a par - t  of  t h e  w h o l ~  conference, and 
t o t a l l y  e l  i m i  na tes  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  of accommodation, meals and 
t r a n s p o r t  t o  and from t h e  venue. Speakers each n i g h t  w e r e  v a r i e d  and 
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and t h e  day t r i p s  i l l u m i n a t e d  what w e  had h e a r d  the 
p rev ious  n i  g h t .  T o w n s v i l l e  i s  a  u s e r - f r i e n d l y  c i t y ,  and t h e  
T o w n s v i l l e  SGAP members p u l l e d  o u t  a11 s tops t o  ensure t h a t  w e  a l l  
o b t a i  ned maxi mum benef i t from t h e  accasi on. We have v i s i t e d  
Townsvi l l e  numerous t imes,  b u t  SGAP showed us p laces  and p l a n t  
communit ies we had n w p r  s t ~ s p e c t e d  could be found t l ~ e r e ,  and 
moreover, he ing  SGAP, exp la ined why and how t h e  p l a n t s  a r e  t h e r e  and 
how t o  i d e n t i f y  them and recognise them when again seen. It was 
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educa t i ona l  a l s o  t o  meet so many o t h e r  SGAPers and j o i n  i n  numerous 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  d i  scuss ions about  ou r  n a t i v e  p l a n t s .  

We d i d n ' t  see a  l o t  o f  o r c h i d s ,  b u t  t i m e  o f  year  has a  l o t  t o  
do w i t h  t h a t .  Townsvi l l e  i s  home t o  a  wide range of b o t h  
t e r r e s t r i a l s  and ep iphy tes  and a t  l e a s t  we now know where t o  l o o k  f o r  
them on our  nex t  v i s i t .  We a l s o  had a  chance t o  pub1 i c i s e  our  Study 
Group, and were v e r y  p leased  t o  s i g n  up two new, and one ex-member. 
Welcome t o  Jeane t t e  and M a r j o r i e ,  and aga in  t o  Ann, 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: ( as  r e q u i r e d  by ASGAP r u l e s  f o r  Study Groups) 
F i n a n c i a l  year  1/7/97 - 30/6/98: 

Income: S u b s c r i p t i o n s / d o n a t i o n s  $130.00 
Bank I n t e r e s t  
T o t a l  Income: 
Balance b rough t  fo rward 30/6/97 377.60. 
T o t a l  funds :  $508.25 

Less expenses 97/98 ( p ~ s t a g e ~ p r i n t i n g )  81.95 
Balance i n  Hand (Bank) as a t  30/6/98 $ $ 2 . 3 q  -- 

Our i ncome exceeded our  expenses t h i  s  year ,  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
o n l y  t h r e e  n e w s l e t t e r s  were i s sued  as opposed t o  f o u r  i n  each o f  t h e  
two p reced ing  yea rs .  T h i s  was due t o  our  pe rsona l  c i rcumstances;  I 
was overseas f o r  some t i m e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  year,  and t hen  
P a u l i n e  was away f o r  t h r e e  months l o o k i n g  a f t e r  her  Mother.  We've 
had some v e r y  p l easan t  correspondence f rom members, and enough i n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  keep t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  go ing,  b u t  we have t o  admit  t h a t  
i t  has a  tendency t o  be a  No r th  Queensland Study Group. We d o n ' t  
want t h a t  t o  happen. We a r e  v e r y  keen t o  p r i n t  news f rom t h e  r e s t  
o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  b u t  i f  we d o n ' t  ge t  i t ,  we c a n ' t  p r i n t  i t .  We read 
each i s s u e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B u l l e t i n s ,  b u t  o r c h i d s  d o n ' t  e x a c t l y  grab t h e  
head l i nes  t h e r e .  

Our Study Group s u f f e r s  f rom shor tage  o f  membership. I f  we had 
more members t o  bounce i deas  back and f o r t h  t o  s t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
e i t h e r  v i a  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  o r  amongst themselves,  we migh t  be a b l e  t o  
come up w i t h  some r e a l  s t udy  a c t i v i t i e s .  B i l l  Payne, t h e  E d i t o r  o f  
A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s ,  was i n  Townsvi l l e  and o f f e r e d  us a1 l t h e  h e l p  he 
can g i v e .  Do we have any o r i g i n a l  work t h a t  i s  wo r th  send ing t o  
B i l l ,  p r e f e r a b l y  accompanied by good q u a l i t y  photos? I ' m  su re  t h a t  
some PR i n  A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  would a t t r a c t  new members. I f  any 
reader  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  has an i dea  o f  something t h a t  we c o u l d  send t o  
B i  11, we 'd  be g l a d  t o  cons ide r  i t .  

ENVIROSPRAY: We have q u i t e  a  few Dendrobium d i s c o l o r  around our 
house. They grow 1  i ke weeds and th row k i  e k i  es ( a e r i  a1 p l a n t s )  v e r y  
f r e e l y .  A b i g  p l a n t  r e c e n t l y  became overshadowed by rampant growth 
o f  a  Matchbox bean v i n e  ( E n t a d a  phaseo7oides)  and responded by 
a c t u a l  l y  d ropp ing  k i  e k i  es i n t o  t h e  su r round i  ng shrubs,  We c o l  1  ec ted  
them and t i e d  them t o  more s u i t a b l e  t r e e s  and i n  do ing  so I found a  
good t i p  t o  pass on: I used g r a f t i n g  tape  t o  t i e  t h e  k i e k i e s  t o  t h e  
new hos t  t r e e s  and found i t  t o  be s o f t  on t h e  p l a n t s ,  easy t o  handle,  
a lmost  i n v i s i b l e ,  and w i l l  b iodegrade by t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  o r c h i d s  
have e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves.  A r o l l  o f  g r a f t i n g  t ape  i s  ve r y  l ong ,  
and so i s  economical t o  use. 

T h i s  pa ra  was headed Envi r o s p r a y !  Our numerous Golden o r c h i d s  
promised much t h i s  year  and we were l o o k i n g  forward t o  a  d i s p l a y  t o  
match t h a t  down t h e  R i v e r .  However, a lmost  every  bud was des t royed  
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by i n s e c t s  b e f o r e  t h e y  even became f l o w e r s .  T h i s  i n  s p i t e  o f  
Paul i n e f  s  r i  gorous  programme o f  a l  t e r n a t e  s p r a y i  ng w i t h  v a r i o u s  
f e r t i l i s e r s  and i n s e c t i c i d e s ,  though a  1 s t  o f  o u r  Goldens a r e  a  b i t  
h i g h  t o  r e a c h .  We have had word o f  a  new sp ray  c a l l e d  E n v i r o s p r a y -  
Through sme l l  and t a s t e  i t  d e t e r s ,  b u t  d o e s n ' t  k i l l ,  a l l  i n s e c t s  so 
e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  b i g  bugbear o f  i n s e c t i c i d e s  - t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  i n s e c t s  
f r i e n d l y  t o  o u r  p l a n t s .  We'd l i k e  t o  r e p o r t  on t h i s  s p r a y .  1 5  you 
have any exper iences ,  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e ,  on E n v i r o s p r a y ,  t e l l  us 
about  them, and w e ' l l  pass t h e  i n f o  on v i a  a  f u t u r e  n e w s l e t t e r .  

TAENIQPHVLLUM MUELLERI : A T a b l e l a n d  member t o l d  how she was shown 
t h e  t i n i e s t  o r c h i d  i m a g i n a b l e  r e c e n t 1  y :  A t h i c k e n e d  t w i g  ( c o u l d n ' t  
c a l l  i t  a b ranch  even) was l y i n g  on t h e  t a b l e .  T o l d  t o  go and have 
a  l o o k  a t  t h e  o r c h i d  t h e r e ,  a1 l she c o u l d  see was t h e  s t i c k .  C l o s e r  
i n s p e c t i o n  found  l o t s  o f  r o o t s ,  b u t  no l e a v e s ,  and t h e n  i n t o  f o c u s  
came t h e  f l o w e r s ,  l e s s  t h a n  & t h e  s i z e  o f  a l i t t l e  f i n g e r n a i l .  I t  
was i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  l e a f l e s s  o r c h i d  Taeniop7y77um m t ! e ? I e r i  wh ich  
grows around A t h e r t o n  i n  t h e  Lake Eacham v i c i n i t y  and f u r t h e r  up Cape 
York P e n i n s u l a .  Our member says  t h a t  one wou ld  need t o  be w e a r i n g  
magni f y i  ng g1 asses t o  s p o t  t h i  s o r c h i d  i n  n a t u r e ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
she w i l l  be on t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  i t .  

PSEUDOVANILLA FQLIATA: I n  t h e  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  we r e p o r t e d  f i n d i  ng 
a  specimen o f  t h i s  a r c h i d .  I ' v e  j u s t  been up t h e  creek t o  check on 
i t and i t has s u r v i  ved t h e  wet season we1 l . There  a r e  f o u r  s e p a r a t e  
main stems c l i m b i n g  up t h e  dead Harungana t r e e  ( e x o t i c  and 
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  k i  l l e d  'rn an e r a d i c a t i o n  a t t e m p t ) ,  each stem about 10mm 
d i a m e t e r .  The t r e e  i s  b roken a t  2 h e i g h t  o f  about  s i x  m e t r e s  and t h e  
o r c h i d  stems a r e  waving about  i n  t h e  a i r ,  q u i t e  g reen a t  t h e  ends and 
obv ious1 y l o o k i n g  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  There a r e  j u s t  two  smal l t r e e s  nearby  
t h a t  i t  may f i nd - an A c e r a t  ium mega 7ospermum and a  Cryp toca rya  s p ,  
I'll keep an eye on t h i n g s  and hope t o  be a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  o u r  f i r s t  
s i g h t  o f  t h i s  remarkab le  o r c h i d  i n  f l o w e r  by  t h e  end o f  t h i s  y e a r .  
M y  sowing o f  seed f rom t h i s  p l a n t  has n o t  p roduced any r e s u l t s  b u t  
I l i v e  i n  hope, p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  seeds I: p u t  on dead A l p h i t o n i a  
and Carnarvon ia  t r e e s ,  and a  b i g  clump o f  Dendrobium rnoschatum 
( e x o t i c )  g r o w i n g  on a  dead Jacaranda stump. 

APHYLLORCHIS ANOMALA: We were about  t o  wrap up t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  w i t h  
some snappy comments and p r i n t  i t ,  b u t  t h e  p r i n t e r  had o t h e r  i d e a s .  
Then, on t h e  n i g h t  o f  Sunday, 30th August ,  we had a  c l o u d b u r s t  i n  o u r  
a rea .  I measured t w e n t y  i n c h e s  o f  r a i n  ove r  15 hou rs ,  f o l l o w e d  by 
a n o t h e r  seven i n c h e s  i n  t h e  n e x t  2 4  h o u r s .  We g e t  t h a t  s o r t  o f  
phenomenon h e r e  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  and i t  causes 1 i t t l e  damage, excep t  
t h a t  o u r  wa te r  s u p p l y  g e t s  washed o u t  o f  t h e  c r e e k .  (What about  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o w e r i n g  o f  my D ,  speciasum! I d i d n ' t  g e t  a  p h o t o g r a p h . P . )  
P a u l i n e  chose t o  f i x  i t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and was rewarded by f i n d i n g  a  
met re  h i g h  o r c h i d  i n f l o r e s c e n c e  b e s i d e  t h e  p i p e l i n e ,  i n  an a r e a  o f  
s h a l l o w  s o i  1  on a  s teep  g r a n i t e  s l o p e  dominated b y  Johnstone R i v e r  
Hardwood (Backhoctsia b a n c r o f t i i )  t r e e s  above t h e  s t e e p l y  f a 1  l i ng 
c r e e k .  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  a reas  where we found numerous Apos tas i a  
w a l l i c h i  p l a n t s  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  a g a i n  as a r e s u l t  o f  f i x i n g  t h e  
wa te r  s u p p l y .  We have y e t  t o  s t u d y  t h e  Aphy77orchis f l o w e r s  i n  
d e t a i  1 ,  b u t  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  o f  making a d e f i n i t e  i d e n t i  f i c a t i  on o f  
s p e c i e s  t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  a  p o p u l a t i o n  found  by  B ianca  Jago a t  t h e  
Bou lde rs ,  nea r  Babinda,  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  ago.  T h i s  o r c h i d  had n o t  
p r e v i o u s l y  been found  a t  l o w  a l t i t u d e s  and need less  t o  say we a r e  
v e r y  e x c i t e d  a t  f i n d i n g  yet a n o t h e r  o f  n a t u r e ' s  gems r i g h t  h e r e  i n  
o u r  own b a c k y a r d ?  


