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I n  our  f i n a l  i s s u e  f o r  1998 we have a  r i n g e  o f  a r t i c l e s :  a 
p rev iew o f  Some T e r r e s t r i  a1 o r c h i d s  o f  t h e  Royal N a t i o n a l  Park; some 
h i n t s  g leaned f rom a  v i s i t  t o  Coleman's O rch id  Nursery a t  Kuranda 
(No r th  Queensland); more news on Pseudovani 1  l a  f o l  i a t a ;  and a  lesson  
l ea rned  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t r e a s u r e s  t o  be found c l o s e  t o  home i f  one 
l o o k s  ha rd  enough. 

We ment ioned Env i r osp ray  i n  l a s t  i s s u e .  As y e t  we have had no 
r e p o r t s ,  so i f  y o u ' v e  been meaning t o  d rop  us a  l i n e ,  p lease  do. 
We'd l o v e  t o  hear f rom you; indeed,  i f  n o t  about  Envi rospray ,  then  
j u s t  about a n y t h i n g  orch idaceous f o r  our  nex t  l e t t e r .  

We a l s o  ment ioned t h a t  B i l l  Payne, t h e  e d i t o r  o f  A u s t r a 7 i a n  
P7ants, had o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  our  Study Group. We've had v e r y  good 
r e s u l t  -. Margare t  B r a d h u r s t l  s  a r - t i  c-1-e on Royal Nat-i-onal Park 
t e r r e s t r i a l s  i s  scheduled t o  appear i n  t h e  March, 1999, i s s u e  o f  
A u s t r a 7 i a n  P7ants, and a  promo f o r  ou r  Study Group w i  11 be i n  t h e  
December, 1998, i s s u e .  B i  11 has a1 so asked f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  about t h e  
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  T h e l y m i t r a .  I f  any reader  has exper ience  o f  t h i s  
genus, c o u l d  t h e y  p l ease  l e t  us know and we can pass on t o  B i  11 
whatever we r e c e i  ve .  

Whi l e  we a r e  on A u s t r a l i a n  P7ants I must ment ion t h e  new index ,  
A u s t r a 7 i a n  P7ants Reference, pub1 i shed by SGAP NSW, a  complete index  
t o  a1 1  i ssues o f  ou r  magazi ne.  T h i s  i ndex  i s  an i n v a l u a b l e  r e f e r e n c e  
t o o l  which makes t h e  magazine much e a s i e r  t o  access.  I can recommend 
i t unreserved1 y  . 

SOME TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS OF THE ROYAL NATIONAL PARK 
An A r t i c l e  f o r  Aus t ra  7 i a n  P7ants, by Margaret  B radhurs t  

Photographs by Margaret  w i  11 accompany her  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  magazine. 
The t e x t  i s  p resen ted  here  as a ' s p e c i a l '  f o r  Study Group members. 

The Royal N a t i o n a l  Park,  sou th  o f  Sydney, i s  A u s t r a l i a ' s  o l d e s t  
N a t i o n a l  Park ( f i  r s t  gaze t t ed  i n  1879) and covers  an area o f  15,014 
h e c t a r e s .  I t has a  g r e a t  range o f  f e a t u r e s  and scenery,  f rom 
hea th land  on t h e  p l a teaux ,  t o  woodlands on t h e  upper s lopes,  t a l l  
open f o r e s t s ,  and r a i n f o r e s t  i n  t h e  gorges and deep g u l l  i e s .  I t  i s  
home t o  a  w ide  v a r i e t y  o f  v e g e t a t i o n  and many spec ies  o f  n a t i v e  
o r c h i d s .  

Some o f  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d s  t o  be found i n  t h e  Royal 
N a t i o n a l  Park i n c l u d e :  

1  . P t e r o s t y l  i s  nutans i s  a1 so known as t h e  Nodding Greenhood o r  
P a r r o t ' s  Beak O r c h i d .  It i s  a  common widespread spec ies  and can be 
found i n  a1 1  e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a n  s t a t e s  and South A u s t r a l i a .  I t  can 
fo rm q u i t e  l a r g e  c o l o n i e s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  h a b i t a t s  i n c l u d i n g  mo i s t  
f o r e s t  and shady hea th land .  I t  f l o w e r s  f rom May t o  October .  
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The p o l l i n a t i o n  o f  a  greenhood o r c h i d  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  p rocess .  The 
v i s i t i n g  i n s e c t  w i  11 l a n d  on t h e  p r o t r u d i n g  1  i p  o f  t h e  o r c h i d ,  known 
as t h e  l abe l l um ,  and s t a r t  t o  descend i n t o  t h e  f l o w e r .  The l a b e l l u m  
i s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  f l o w e r  by a  v e r y  i r r i t a b l e  h i nge  and when i t  f e e l s  
t h e  i n s e c t  i t  immedia te ly  snaps shut  and t h e  i n s e c t  f i n d s  i t s e l f  
t rapped  i n s i d e  t h e  body o f  t h e  f l o w e r .  The o n l y  escape r o u t e  i s  
th rough  a  narrow opening,  and i n  o rde r  t o  reach t h a t  opening t h e  
i n s e c t  must brush pas t  t h e  p o l l i n i a .  T h i s  p o l l e n  i s  s t i c k y  and i s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  d e p a r t i n g  i n s e c t  and t hen  c a r r i e d  w i t h  i t  on t o  
t h e  nex t  f l o w e r .  As a  r e s u l t ,  p o l l i n a t i o n  w i l l  have occur red .  I t  
takes  about 30 minutes  f o r  t h e  l a b e l l u m  t o  r e s e t .  

2 .  Caleana major  i s  known as t h e  ' F l y i n g  Duck O r c h i d '  because o f  i t s  
remarkable resemblance t o  a  duck i n  f l i g h t .  I t  i s  an example o f  an 
o r c h i d  which i s  ups ide  down - t h e  head o f  t h e  duck i s  t h e  l a b e l  lum 
and t h e  body, t h e  do rsa l  sepa l .  Normal l y  when an o r c h i d  f l o w e r  i s  i n  
t h e  bud stage,  t h e  l a b e l  lum p o i n t s  up and as t h e  f l o w e r  opens i t  
t w i s t s  around and t h e  l a b e l  1  um p o i n t s  down. I t  becomes t h e  a t t r a c t o r  
o r  l a n d i n g  pad f o r  t h e  i n s e c t s  which come t o  p o l l i n a t e  t h e  f l o w e r .  

The l a b e l  lum o f  t h e  F l y i n g  Duck Orch id  i s  a l s o  on a  v e r y  i r r i t a b l e  
c law and i t  w i  11 snap shu t  and so imp r i son  an i n s e c t  i n  t h e  body o f  
t h e  ' duck '  ( d o r s a l  sepal  ) .  I n  t h e  ensu ing s t r u g g l e  t o  escape, t h e  
p o l l i n i a  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  back o f  t h e  d e p a r t i n g  i n s e c t .  Caleana 
major  grows i n  l oose  c o l o n i e s  i n  open f o r e s t  and hea th lands  i n  sandy 
s o i l s  and o f t e n  amongst r ock  ou t c rops ,  I t  i s  found i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
s t a t e s  and South A u s t r a l i a  and f l o w e r s  f rom September t o  January .  

3 .  Prasophyl lum e la tum i s  t h e  T a l l  Leek Orch id  and i s  one o f  
A u s t r a l  i a ' s  t a l l e s t  t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d s ,  o f t e n  reach ing  one met re  i n  
h e i g h t .  I t  can bear numerous f l o w e r s  i n  a  dense s p i k e  and i s  found 
i n  a1 1 A u s t r a l i a n  s t a t e s  except  t h e  No r the rn  T e r r i t o r y .  I t  f l o w e r s  
from August t o  December i n  a  range o f  h a b i t a t s ,  usua l  l y  damp c o a s t a l  
heath  and f o r e s t .  

The T a l l  Leek Orch ids  a r e  s a i d  t o  mimic t h e  Xanthorrhoeas o r  
g r a s s t r e e s .  Both a r e  p o l l i n a t e d  by t h e  same i n s e c t s ;  b o t h  f l o w e r  
w e l l  a f t e r  b u s h f i r e s  and, seen f rom a  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e y  seem t o  have a  
s i  m i  1 a r  cream f 1  ower i  ng s p i  ke.  The Prasophyl  1  um i s  another  example 
o f  an o r c h i d  which i s  ups ide  down. 

4 .  Spi ran thes  s i n e n s i s  o r  A u s t r a l  Lad ies  Tresses has i t s  t i n y  p i n k  
and w h i t e  f l o w e r s  ar ranged i n  a  dense s p i r a l  s p i k e .  I t  l i k e s  damp, 
swampy s i t u a t i o n s  i n  heath  and open f o r e s t  and i s  found i n  a l l  
A u s t r a l i a n  s t a t e s  except  Western A u s t r a l i a  and t h e  No r the rn  
T e r r i t o r y .  I t  i s  a  summer f l o w e r i n g  o r c h i d  and l o s e s  i t s  l eaves  f o r  
o n l y  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  

Most o t h e r  t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d s  have a  dormant p e r i o d  over  Summer. The 
leaves  and f l o w e r i n g  stem w i l l  beg in  t o  w i t h e r  a f t e r  t h e  f l o w e r i n g  
p e r i o d  and t h e  p l a n t  w i l l  remain underground d u r i n g  t h e  Summer 
months, l i v i n g  o f f  nour ishment s t o r e d  i n  i t s  t u b e r o i d s .  A f t e r  good 
Autumn r a i n s  t h e  leaves  and f l o w e r i n g  stem w i  11 beg in  t o  shoot  and 
p repare  f o r  t h e  nex t  f l o w e r i n g  season. 

5 .  T h e l y m i t r a  media i s  q u i t e  a  r obus t  p l a n t  and i s  known as t h e  T a l l  
Sun Orch id .  I t f l o w e r s  f rom October t o  December i n  New South Wales, 
V i c t o r i a ,  and Tasmania, and can be found i n  damp open f o r e s t  and 
c o a s t a l  scrub.  



News1 e t t e r  25. Page 3 

As t h e  name i m p l i e s ,  Sun Orch ids  need t h e  sun t o  f u l l y  open t h e i r  
f l o w e r s  and many spec ies  w i  11 o n l y  open on a  ve ry  ho t  s t i  11 day. 
Some spec ies  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s e l f - p o l l i n a t e  and a r e  ve ry  
r e l u c t a n t  t o  open. I n  Sun Orch ids  i t  i s  t h e  column i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  
t h e  f l o w e r  which needs t o  be examined f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes. 
The column v a r i e s  f rom spec ies  t o  spec ies .  Some have p r o j e c t i n g  
arms, ha i  r t u f t s ,  c o l o u r f u l  hoods o r  f i  nger-1 i ke p r o j e c t i o n s .  

6 .  C a l o c h i l u s  paludosus w i t h  i t s  g l i s t e n i n g  r e d  h a i r s  i s  t h e  most 
common o f  t h e  Caloch i  l u s  spec ies  and can be found i n  mo i s t  heath land 
o r  d r i e r  open f o r e s t s .  It o n l y  opens w i d e l y  i n  h o t  sunny c o n d i t i o n s .  
I t  can be found i n  a1 1  A u s t r a l i a n  s t a t e s  except  Western A u s t r a l i a  and 
i s  i n  f l o w e r  f rom September t o  December. 

PSEUDOVANI LLA FOLI ATA 

We have r e p o r t e d  on t h i s  remarkable o r c h i d  i n  t h e  l a s t  two 
i ssues ,  and now a t  l a s t  can revea l  t h a t  we have seen i t  i n  f l o w e r ,  
a f t e r  years  o f  search ing  every  r o t t e n  l o g  i n  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t .  
A l though e x c i t i n g ,  and reward ing  w i t h  t h e  use o f  b i n o c u l a r s ,  t h e  
f l o w e r i n g  was a  l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  hundreds we 
were l e d  t o  expect ,  t h e r e  were o n l y  a  few dozen h i g h  aga ins t  t h e  sky.  
We were 1  ucky t o  see any f l o w e r s  s i n c e  t h e  p l a n t  was seve re l y  darr~ayed 
f o l l o w i n g  excess ive  r a i n  on 30 August.  We es t ima te  t h a t  t h e  c reek  
must have r i  sen a  coup le  o f  met res  caus ing an o v e r f l o w  o f  ex t remely  
s w i f t ,  sand-laden water  which scoured t h e  r o o t s  and stem o f  t h e  
o r c h i d  o f f  a  young l i v i n g  t r e e ,  and a l s o  seve re l y  scoured t h e  r o o t s  
o f  t h e  o r c h i d  on t h e  main hos t ,  a  dead Harungana t r e e .  I t  i s  
d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  stump w i l l  w i t h s t a n d  another  wet season. 

The excess ive  water  f l o w  had one b e n e f i t ;  i t  f l a t t e n e d  t h e  l a r g e  
clump o f  w i  I d  r aspbe r r y  i n t o  which a  broken p i e c e  o f  t r e e  had f a l l e n ,  
perhaps a  year  ago. The exposed dead branch,  about two metres i n  
l e n g t h  and 20 cm d iamete r ,  had numerous Pseudovan i l l a  r o o t s  on t h e  
ou t s i de ,  ex tend ing  t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  branch on one end, and a  
coup le  o f  growing stems. Reasoning t h a t  t h e  nex t  downpour would 
c a r r y  t h i s  branch away f o r e v e r ,  on t h e  5 t h  October we decided t o  t a k e  
i t  home, a  d i s t a n c e  o f  about 3 km, i n  t h e  same p i e c e  o f  r a i n f o r e s t ,  
w i t h  t h e  same western  exposure. We p laced  t h e  branch a g a i n s t  a  1  arge 
f a 1  l e n  Sarsapar i  1  l a  ( A l p h i  t o n i a  p e t r i e i  ) bes ide  a  t a l l  W h i t f i e l d  Ash 
( T r i  chospermum p l  e i  o s t i  gma) where a  smal l  g u l l  y  p rov ides  a i  r f 1  ow and 
mo is tu re ,  and watched i t  l i k e  anx ious  pa ren t s .  

The damaged stem on one end d i e d  o f f ,  and t h e  three-branched one 
on t h e  o t h e r  d i d n ' t  l o o k  t o o  p rom is i ng  e i t h e r  when t h e  t i p s  s t a r t e d  
t o  d i s c o l o u r ,  b u t  one c u r l e d  around t o  t h e  t r u n k  o f  t h e  W h i t f i e l d  
Ash, and commenced t o  c l i m b !  Ten days l a t e r  i t  was 30 cen t ime t res  
up t h e  t r u n k .  As i t  progressed i t  th rew o u t  r o o t s  a t  r e g u l a r  
i n t e r v a l s  - i t  i s  a  l e a f l e s s  o r c h i d  - and on November 2 4  t h e  stem had 
reached a  h e i g h t  o f  4 . 6  metres and i s  s t i l l  growing s t r o n g l y .  I t  
w i l l  soon be i n  what passes f o r  s u n l i g h t  i n  our  f o r e s t ,  and we have 
g r e a t  hopes t h a t  i t  w i  11 t hen  branch and even produce f l o w e r s ,  s i nce  
i t  i s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  season f o r  such an even t .  Needless t o  say, 
we a r e  cock-a-hoop about a l l  t h i s .  The saga w i l l  con t i nue .  

As a  f o o t n o t e .  a  word on our  c l i m a t e .  I n  mid-November we passed 
t h e  200 inches  o f  r a i n  mark f o r  t h i s  ca lendar  year ,  w i t h  r a i n  f a1  1  i n g  
on 184 days.  Apar t  f rom t h e  odd o v e r n i g h t  18', our  minimum 
shadehouse temperature  was i n  t h e  low 20s f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  months - 
i t  was 26' f o r  t h e  second h a l f  o f  September - w i t h  a maximum o f  42' .  
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COLEMAN'S ORCHIDS - KURANDA. 

T h i s  year we were t r e a t e d  t o  a  f l o w e r i n g  f rom our  Dendrobium 
n i n d i i  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime .  T h i s  o r c h i d  was d iscovered  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  p e n e t r a t i o n  by European e x p l o r e r s  i n t o  what was t o  become t h e  
I n n i  s f a i  1  area,  about 40 km sou th  o f  our  home. 0. n i  nd i  i s t i  11 i s  
found occas iona l  l y  i n  our  area though, 1  i ke many o t h e r s ,  c o l  l e c t e d  
almost  t o  e x t i n c t i o n .  Our specimen grows h a p p i l y  on a  palm t r e e  and 
as w e l l  as f l o w e r i n g  i t  produced a  f a t  f r u i t .  Pau l i ne  was ve ry  keen 
t o  propagate f rom t h i s  f r u i t  and enqui r i e s  a1 1  recommended t h a t  we 
t a k e  i t  t o  B r i a n  Coleman o f  Kuranda, who opera tes  an e x t e n s i v e  
s e r v i c e  o f  o r c h i d  seed p ropaga t ion .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  one o f  our  many 
i n s e c t  p reda to rs  chewed a  g r e a t  h o l e  i n  t h e  f r u i t  when i t  was a lmost  
ready t o  p i c k  and our  p l ans  came t o  no th ing ,  f o r  t h i s  year a t  l e a s t .  
We found ourse lves  pass ing t h e  Kuranda area l a s t  week and saw 
Coleman's s i gn ,  so popped i n  on t h e  o f f  chance. 

A coup le  o f  hours o f  r a p t u r e  f o l l owed :  B r i a n  t r e a t e d  us t o  a  V I P  
t o u r ,  t i re1  e s s l  y  exp l  a i  n i  ng h i  s techn iques,  and d ropp i  ng pear1 s  o f  
wisdom t h a t  c o u l d  o n l y  be ga ined by years  o f  p r a c t i c a l  o r c h i d  
growing.  H i s  benches were s tocked w i t h  hundreds o f  o r c h i d s  of  a1 1  
s o r t s .  Great sp ikes  of f l o w e r s  beckoned us w i t h  c o l o u r  and perfume 
t h a t  was i r r e s i s t i b l e .  I understand t h a t  t h e  A rab i c  word Parad ise  
r e a l l y  means a  garden, and t h i s  was Parad ise t o  us .  

I managed t o  make some no tes  and t r u s t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  be o f  
i n t e r e s t :  B r i a n  and L o r r a i n e  have two main shade houses which a r e  
f u l l y  enclosed w i t h  shade c l o t h ,  w i t h  s t e e l  mesh benches, overhead 
wa te r i ng  and weed mat o r  g rave l  f l o o r s .  Eve ry th i  ng i s  squeaky c l e a n  
as a  r e s u l t  o f  cons tan t  v i g i  l ance .  Long nosed p l i e r s  a r e  used t o  
p u l l  t i n y  1  i t t l e  weeds as soon as t hey  appear. I usual  l y  l e t  them 
grow t i l l  I can g e t  a t  them, by which t i m e  I r i p  a h o l e  i n  t h e  
p o t t i n g  mix and d i s t u r b  t h e  r o o t s .  Emerging weeds on t h e  f l o o r  a r e  
t r e a t e d  w i t h  Round-up (g lyphosa te )  w i t h  added 'Tek '  o  1 ,  an 
emu1 s i f i  ed Canola o i  1, t o  m i  n im i  se spray d r i f t  and a1 so ensure t h a t  
t h e  spray s t i c k s  t o  t h e  weeds. 

We mentioned t h a t  t h e  t r a c e  elements we use d o n ' t  d i s s o l v e  ve ry  we1 1, 
and B r i a n  recommended che l  a ted  t r a c e  elements which d i  sso l  ve f a r  more 
e f f e c t i v e l y .  He makes h i s  own brew, buy ing  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  b u l k ,  and 
m i x i n g  w i t h  t h e  d e f t  touch o f  a  manufac tu r ing  pharmac is t .  Most 
people we know use Quinkan g rave l  (a  v o l c a n i c  s c o r i a  f rom t h e  
A the r ton  Table land)  as t h e i  r b a s i c  p o t t i n g  i t e m  f o r  o r ch ids ,  b u t  
B r i a n  uses p l a i n  b l u e  metal . S i ze  ranges f rom 10 t o  16 mm, and has 
t h e  advantage over  s c o r i a  t h a t  i t  d r i e s  more q u i c k l y  and d o e s n ' t  
harbour mould and fungus. S c o r i a  i s  an exce l  l e n t  water  absorber,  b u t  
i n  a  cons tan t  warm c l  imate  i t  au tomat i ca l  l y  a t t r a c t s  mould o rgan i  sms. 
Even w i t h  p l a i n  b l u e  meta l ,  B r i a n  uses A l g i n o x  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  
I m l / l i t r e  t o  combat s u f f o c a t i n g  a lgae .  Even w i t h  t h e  overhead 
wa te r i ng  system, much w a t e r i n g  i s  s t i  11 done by hand. I t  i s  obv ious 
t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t  t o  success fu l  o r c h i d  growing i s  cons tan t  ca re  and 
a t t e n t i o n .  

A coup le  o f  p o i n t s  t o  ponder: Hybr ids  a r e  e a s i e r  t o  grow than  
spec ies  because spec ies  have evo lved t o  s u i t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  
c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a1 ways easy t o  rep1 i c a t e ,  whereas h y b r i d s  
have t h e  t o l e r a n c e  t h a t  comes f rom t h e i r  v a r i o u s  pa ren t s .  Hard 
leaves on a  p l a n t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hey  a r e  accustomed t o  h a r d  
c o n d i t i o n s .  We can a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  by l o o k i n g  a t  a  'Golden'  growing 
on a r ock  f ace  i n  f u l l  sunshine.  
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B r i a n  w i  11 accept  o r c h i d  pods f rom anywhere and grow them t o  a 
s tage  where t h e y  a r e  ready f o r  d e f  1  ask ing,  f o r  a v e r y  reasonable f e e .  
H i  s  o p e r a t i o n  i s conducted w i t h  cl i n i c a l  hyg i  ene and t o t a l  
e f f i c i e n c y .  He a l s o  opera tes  a  m a i l  o rde r  s e r v i c e ,  mos t l y  o f  e x o t i c  
h y b r i  ds, b u t  occas i  o n a l l  y has i nd i  genous speci  es . Hi  s  address i s :  
P 0 Box 57, Kuranda, 4872, and te lephone  i s  07 4090 300. We bought 
a  smal l  Phalaneopsis rosenst romi  i f o r  $4, a  l i t t l e  t r e a s u r e .  Perhaps 
we lamented a  b i t  t o o  much on t h e  demise o f  ou r  n i n d i  i f r u i t ,  s i n c e  
on 1  eav i  ng, a f t e r  hav i  ng occup ied two hours o f  h i  s  t i  me and spending 
j u s t  $4,  B r i a n  gave Pau l i ne  a  f l a s k  o f  D. n i n d i i  seed l ings ,  as t hey  
needed immediate a t t e n t i o n  which he knew he c o u l d  n o t  g i v e  them, and 
a  community p o t  o f  D. c a r r o n i  i because t hey  were no t  up t o  h i s  
s tandard.  ( I f  I can keep any of them a1 i v e  i t  s u r e  bea ts  e x t i n c t i o n .  
P. )  Encounters such as t h i s  a r e  what makes l i f e  wo r thwh i l e .  We've 
met t h i s  s o r t  o f  person b e f o r e  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  o r ch ids ;  does t h e  
Fami 1  y  Orch i  daceae e x e r t  some benef  i cen t  i n f  1  uence on t h e  human 
psyche? 

DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM 

Our member R ichard  Brack i  n  o f  Cannon H i  11, B r i  sbane, w r i t e s  t o  us 
about h i s  r ecen t  school  camp which i n c l u d e d  a  c l i m b  up M t  Warning, 
near Murwi 1  lumbah: " w h i l e  d o i n g  so, I saw q u i t e  a  number o f  n a t i v e  
o r c h i d s ,  t h e  most imp ress i ve  o f  which was a  Dendrobium kingianum on 
t h e  rocks  r i g h t  bes ide  t h e  p a t h  q u i t e  near t h e  t o p .  L u c k i l y  f o r  me, 
i t  was f l o w e r i n g  e l s e  I would have been t o o  t i r e d  t o  n o t i c e  i t . "  
Sounds 1  i ke one t o  l o o k  o u t  f o r  i f any reader  i s  con temp la t ing  a  h i k e  
up t h a t  a n c i e n t  mountain.  (I have never managed t o  f l o w e r  one, b u t  
i n  hope I have p u t  a  coup le  o f  p i eces  on to  a  rock .  P . )  

BABINDA BOULDERS: UNSUSPECTED TREASURES 

We had a  t r i p  t o  Mossman Gorge e a r l i e r  t h i s  year  t o  l o o k  f o r  t h e  
o r c h i d s  which were repu ted  t o  be once p l e n t i f u l  b u t  now scavenged 
beyond r e c o g n i t i o n .  I f  t h a t  i s  so, i t  must have been a  marvel l o u s  
p l ace ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  g r e a t  p r o f u s i o n  o f  o r c h i d s  and o t h e r  
ep iphy tes .  The Mossman R i v e r  runs s w i f t  and sha l low between low 
h i  11s covered w i t h  p r ima ry  low land  r a i n f o r e s t  and t h e  s t ream-s ide 
h i  11s bear hundreds i f  n o t  thousands o f  o r c h i d s  and f e r n s .  We c o u l d  
n o t  h e l p  b u t  n o t i c e  t h e  s i m i  l a r i  t y  between c o n d i t i o n s  a t  Mossman 
Gorge (76km n o r t h  o f  Cai r n s )  and Babi nda Boulders  scen ic  area (65km 
sou th  o f  C a i r n s ) .  Babinda Creek a t  t h e  Boulders  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  s i z e  
t o  t h e  Mossman R i v e r  a t  t h e  Gorge. Babinda Creek has here j u s t  
debouched f rom t h e  eas te rn  s l ope  o f  M t  B a r t l e  F re re ,  Queensland's 
h i g h e s t  mountain, v i a  a  spec tacu la r  w a t e r f a l l ,  and t h e  water  runs 
s w i f t  and f r o t h y  between r a i n f o r e s t  banks. 

I have known t h e  Boulders  f o r  most o f  my l i f e .  I t ' s  a  p r e t t y  
spo t  f o r  p i c n i c k i n g ,  w i t h  deep poo l s  f o r  swimming and some good 
n a t u r e  wal ks .  I ' d  never 1  ooked a t  i t  f rom an o r c h i d  po i  n t  o f  v iew.  
As i s  so o f t e n  t h e  case w i t h  pub1 i c  areas i n  Far No r th  Queensland, 
a l l  a v a i l a b l e  o r c h i d s  have l o n g  ago been taken,  a t  l e a s t  those  p l a n t s  
which conform t o  t h e  genera l  i d e a  o f  be ing  o r c h i d s .  I n  t h i s  case, 
Dendrobium d i s c o l o r  and Dockr i  1  l i a  t e r e t i  f o 1  i urn - ' Goldens'  and 
'Penci  I s 1  i n  l o c a l  pa r l ance  - a r e  t h e  two most common and eas i  1y 
recognised,  and a r e  conspicuous by t h e i r  t o t a l  absence f rom t h e  
Bou lders .  
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Fo l l ow ing  t h e  Mossman exper ience,  Pau l i ne  and I reasoned t h a t  
t h e r e  shou ld  be o r c h i d s  t o  be found a t  t h e  Boulders  f o r  those  who 
cared t o  l o o k  pas t  t h e  s tandard  spec ies .  We d i d  a  wa lk  w i t h  open 
eyes and b i n o c u l a r s  a t  t h e  ready, and were rewarded by f i n d i n g  a  good 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  p l a n t s .  None was i n  p r o f u s i o n ,  b u t  t hey  were t h e r e  and 
i n  most cases i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  o f  anyone w i t h  ' o r c h i d  eyes ' . 

Fu r the r  i n v e s t i  g a t i  ons by Paul i ne over a  p e r i o d  unear thed more 
spec ies ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  some ephemeral t e r r e s t r i a l s  when they  f l owe red .  
Then t h e  SGAP o u t i n g  f o r  November was scheduled f o r  t h e  Boulders ,  and 
eagle-eyed Rob Jago found a  Rob ique t ia  we had missed, o n l y  a  coup le  
o f  metres f rom t h e  main t r a c k .  A f o l l ow -up  w i t h  Len and Kate Lawler  
added t o  our  chag r i n .  R i g h t  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  t h e  t r a c k ,  w i t h i n  
metres o f  t h e  p i c n i c  area, Len p o i n t e d  o u t  two spec ies  o f  Zeuxine, 
p r o l i f e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  l e a f  l i t t e r  o f  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  f l o o r .  A l i t t l e  
f u r t h e r  on, w i t h i n  arm's  reach o f  t h e  t r a c k ,  Len s p o t t e d  a  smal l  
Corymborkis v e r a t r i f o l  i a ,  a  f i r s t  f o r  Pau l i ne  and myse l f .  T h i s  
o r c h i  d  ' s  undul a t i  ng 1  ea f  margi ns ,  glaucous under1 ea f  and 1  ack o f  a 
m i d r i b  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  from a  s i m i l a r  r a i n f o r e s t  p l a n t  M o l i n e r i a  
c a p i t u l a t a ,  o r  Weevi 1 bush, o r  Orch id  L i l y ,  f o r m e r l y  C u r c u l i g o  
cap i  t u l a t a .  

Our Boulders  Orch id  L i s t  i s  now 14 spec ies  i n  12  genera and 
s t i  11 does n o t  i n c l u d e  a s i n g l e  Golden o r  Penci 1  . We' 11 c o n t i n u e  t o  
per fo rm c o n t o r t i o n s  and watch where we p u t  our  f e e t  w h i l s t  scanning 
t h e  h ighes t  t r e e s  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  ' o r c h i d - l o v e r s '  have missed some. 

The p o i n t  o f  a1 1  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  no need t o  t r a v e l  
f o r  days t o  l o o k  f o r  p l a n t s  when we may have over looked  something a t  
t h e  bot tom o f  our  own garden. Members o f  t h i s  Study Group a r e  spread 
throughout  Eastern  A u s t r a l i a  (we 'd  l o v e  t o  ex tend our  membership t o  
South A u s t r a l  i a, Western A u s t r a l  i a, e t c )  which encompasses a wide 
range o f  c l i m a t i c  t ypes .  Have YOU missed an area s i m i l a r  t o  our 
Boulders  i n  your v i c i n i t y ?  As a  Chr is tmas h o l i d a y  exe rc i se ,  I 
suggest t h a t  a1 1  readers  t a k e  t h e i r  b i n o c u l a r s  and o r c h i d  books t o  
t h e i  r l o c a l  p i c n i c  areas and have a  r e a l  l y  good l o o k .  Even i n  an 
urban area t h e r e  j u s t  may be something t o  be seen. I f  t h e r e  a r e  no 
o rch ids ,  maybe your f a v o u r i  t e  b i  r d  book would be a good backup t o  
make t h e  day worthwhi l e .  (We so o f t e n  f i n d  i f  we a r e  o r c h i d  h u n t i n g  
we see b i r d s ,  and i f  we a re  l o o k i n g  f o r  b i r d s  we f i n d  o r c h i d s .  P . )  


