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Summer officially finished two days ago, though one would hardly
think so in our oppressively hot and humid climate. Where people in
other parts of the world have to spend much effort and money to
emulate an ideal climate for growing tropical epiphytes, we have it
just outside the window, laid on by Nature. But just as the Garden
of Eden had its serpent, so we too have a few drawbacks. Insects and
spiders also love our climate. Wherever there is fresh plant growth,
there is an insect with mandibles ready to prune 1it.

We keep notes on the species of birds that visit our place, as
well as temperature and rainfall details, in the hope that we will
eventually be able to compile data that ties in the incidence of
climate, plant growth and flowering, and visits by specific birds.
Most of our plants are multi-purpose: they serve as food supplies for
birds and butterflies, as decorations, as shade, as wind breaks
against cyclones, and...as living mounts for native orchids.

Without birds in the garden, the number of insects would have
to be horrendous. Recently, as a flock of Metallic Starlings were
'doing over' the two big Melicope elleryana trees in front of the
house, going over every branch and eating every Ulysses butterfly
caterpillar, Pauline commented that we would be swamped in 1insects
without the birds. Now if only we could train birds to eat
Dendrobium beetles and crickets instead of the larvae of beautiful
butterflies, then we might be on to something.

We hope that our members in various parts of Australia have
survived Summer with plants more or less intact, and are looking
forward to a cooler part of the year.

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS

This magazine has had many orchid articles over the years, and
the recently published index makes these very accessible for Tonger
term SGAP members or those who have access to previous volumes of
Australian Plants. In the December 1998 dissue Bill Payne, Editor,
‘has started a new series of orchid articles with extracts from
Blombery and Maloney's book, Growing Native Orchids. He also gave
our study group a nice bit of PR. We hasten to point out that this
study group was one of the first to be established by SGAP, largely
resulting from impetus by Bill Payne. We inherited the group from
Len Butt, one of the Grand Men of SGAP, a few years ago. One of the
reasons that Bill has commenced the series of orchid articles was our
study group's need of new members. It was hoped that exposure in our
national journal would help. So far we've had no response, but time
will tell. I'm sure that Bill would be encouraged if members wrote
expressing appreciation of this series. He still wants information
on aspects of growing plants in the genus Thelymitra. We can't help,
but if you can, please get in touch direct with Bill.

The article, 'Orchids as Garden Features', has a lot of very
practical suggestions. We have a bit of a granite outflow about
three metres in diameter up the back of our place, which became
overgrown when we had a house cow, and had since been sort of
shuffled to the 'one day' file. The article in Australian Plants re-
kindled my plans to do something with it, so I cleared away the bits
of junk and had a good 1look. The rock flow is on a fair slope
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adjacent to regrowth rainforest and has a few cracks and shelves.

I took up our cyclone standby generator, our biggest hammer drill and
masonry bits, and spent a couple of hours drilling holes to attach
wooden pegs, as per Blombery's instructions.

Well, that was the plan. Our granite is several million years
old, and has had a chance to set pretty hard. Drilling it is nearly
impossible, so I settled for opening out a few of the cracks. I had
a fairly large Dendrobium discoler which had been shaded out in its
host tree, so I transferred this to the upper part of the rock flow,
and then jammed a piece of Cymbidium madidumin a small shelf nearby.
The Cymbidium was part of a Drynaria mass which had fallen out of a
tree top, and it should do well at ground level. Pauline had already
put a number of small Dendrobium kingianum plants on the lower part,
and on an adjacent craggy bit of rock, which already had some
naturally occurring Asplenium ferns, some Dendrobium speciosum and
Dendrobium monophy1Tum,

That was our reaction to the journal article; what was yours?
Write and tell us. Share your triumphs and tragedies for the_ world
to enjovy.

We mentioned some time ago that one of the pluses of being study
group leaders is that we receive the quarterly bulletins from each
of the State branches of SGAP. There is always something of interest
in these (though very rarely anything about the Orchid Study Group),
and recently there have been several mentions of orchids. We'll
bring you a few extracts with thanks to the various editors.

From Canberra February 1999 issue: The lead story by Winifred
Mumford details her bush walks, fascination with wildflowers and
difficulty in naming them, resulting in her own made-up names...rings
a bell, doesn't it? She then joined SGAP, and I quote: " A few weeks
later the group came to Mount Majura and my eyes were opened; 1in
three hours 91 plants were listed. In that short time I saw and
learned more about native plants than I had in all those vears of
casual interest. Yellow Ears turned out to be Diuris sulphurea and
Diuris semijunulata; maybe next year there will be Diuris lanceolata

as well. Eggs and bacon turned into Daviesia, Dillwynia and
Pultenaea, and so on. All the information I had sought was right
here." I am sure that we have all had much the same explosion of

knowledge as a result of our membership of SGAP.

In the same issue is a comprehensive Field Trip Report of an
excursion along the Corn Trail, which was used last century for
commerce between the N.S.W. southern tablelands and the coast. Along
the way, walkers noted Cymbidium suave in abundance, and a number of
other orchid species including Sarcochilus falcatus. This sounds
Tike a good expedition for anyone in the area. The walk can take up
to six hours, and is not easy. Details available from SGAP Canberra.

In Victoria's Growing Australian, Cherree Densley in her
editorial of the December 1998 issue comments: "What a wonderful and
early Spring! I have never seen so many orchids on the high ridges
of my Mt Clay block. As I stood and counted 50 Green comb Spider
orchids (Caladenia dilatata) within a few metres of me and then
walked on a further 10 metres and then counted another 50, I realised
that I might not see such a sight again for many years. I had walked
there along a track that I had marked by tying red tape to the trees
every 10 metres or so (so I don't get lost) in the late afternoon
after a hot day, and the late setting rays of the sun backlit these
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wonderful orchids and made them glow. The heady musky perfume was
most intense."

In the same issue, Andrew Picone continues an article on Morwell
National Park, which 1is situated amongst the foothills of the

Strzelecki Ranges. The forest is "home to rare corchids and ferns,
some fantastic old growth Blue Gums and a curious and unusual patch
of rainforest.... The impetus for the establishment of this National

Park was the existence of the rare epiphytic orchid Sarceochilus
australis (Butterfly Orchid) along a short stretch of Fosters
Creek.... The Park also has a rich diversity of terrestrial orchids.
These include Orange tip Caladenia (Caladenia aurantiaca), Southern
Spider Orchid (C. australis), Large Duck Orchid (Caleana major),
Tiger Orchid (Diuris sulphurea) and the Tall Sun Orchid (Thelymitra
media) to name just a few."

In the Queensland Bulletin's December 1998 issue, Editor, Jan
Sked, lists the latest official name changes to Queensland Plants.
Her 1ist for the Family Orchidaceae are:

Dockrillia bowmanii formerly Dendrobium bowmanii
Dockrillia cucumerina " Dendrebium cucumerinum
Dockrillia linguiformis A\ " 1inguiforme
Dockrillia mortii \ i tenuissimum
Dockrillia pugioniformis il . pugioniforme
Dockrillia schoenina e . schoeninum/D.beckleri
Dockrillia teretifolia . L teretifolium
Geodorum densiflorum g Geodorum neocaledonicum

The Palm and Cycad Study Group Leader, Kerry Rathie, notes in
Newsletter No 79, January 1999, "The last year has been most peculiar
weatherwise here in Brisbane. A mild Winter was followed by a cool
Spring, with good rains in September (usually very dry). The mild
Winter caused (I presume) the poorest flowering of Dendrobium orchids
(kingianum and speciosum and their hybrids) that I can remember."

Thanks again to those editors for some news from around Australia.

Whilst on Brisbane, remember that the ASGAP Conference will be
held in Brisbane this July - details in your State bulletin. One of
us plans to attend; we are also involved in the post-conference tour
to the Cairns/Tableland area, which we are pleased to hear is fully
booked by enthusiastic SGAPers. The spots planned for this trip will
remain in the participants' memories for a very long time.

EULOPHIA ZOLLINGERI

We had a great early Christmas present: a friend, one of our
Tableland study group members, called to say that Eulophia orchids
were flowering. (The colony has been known to a select few for many
years.) In our ignorance we asked whether the flowering was unusual,
and were assured that such a sight may never be seen again in our
1ifetime. We promptly made arrangements and were whisked off to the
Gadgarra State Forest. The necessary permit to enter had already
been obtained. It is upland rainforest, and areas have been cleared
and replanted with Hoop Pine. Some mature pines have been harvested
and one of the roads built by the harvesters was pushed smack through
the middle of the orchid patch. This misfortune does have the
benefit of making them easily accessible, and there appears to have
been a good enough flowering to ensure that the colony survives on
both sides of the road, but will we ever see them in flower again?
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Eulophia zollingeri is very effectively illustrated on page 44
of Australian Tropical Orchids by Lavarack & Gray. It is one of the
terrestrial saprophytic orchids, and thus has no leaves and spends
most of its time underground awaiting the right climatic conditions
to thrust forth its flowering stem. The inflorescence is almost a
metre high, with about fifty individual flowers. Flower colour is
predominantly dark mauve/purple, and the flowers are about six
centimetres across with a paler labellum. They blend in with the
background so well that finding them is fun, requiring careful search
to find something growing waist high right in front of oneself. We
walked up and down the road; spotting orchids growing in what seemed
the most unlikely places - mounds of road debris and old logs, but
of course they require rotting timber +to provide their basic
nutrition. We had a bonus in finding a Plectorrhiza brevilabris
hanging from a pine tree in its usual state of appearing to be about
to fall whilst in fact retaining a good hold on its host with +its
tangled roots. Our exciting outing of such a good viewing of an
orchid that is fairly rare, and not often seen; was rounded off with
a find of some Christmas orchids; Calanthe triplicata, in bloom.

CORYMBORKIS VERATRIFOLIA

Our daughter Helen came home for a visit in early December.
Having a visitor always seems to galvanise us into doing things we
never seem to have time for. We camped at Lake Tinaroo for a few
days and had some day trips. One trip was to walk the newly re-
furbished Nandroya Falls track in the Palmerston National Park, about
half way between Innisfail and Millaa Millaa, on the south-eastern
edge of the Atherton Tableland. Nandroya Falls is formed by a creek
running over the edge of a volcanic basalt flow. Over the centuries
the creek has eroded the softer ground below the basalt, so that a
pool about 50 metres across has formed, with a spectacular pipe of
white water erupting from the basalt wall and falling unimpeded into
the pool. The walk in follows an old gold mining pack horse trail
for a bit, and winds past some smaller beautiful waterfalls, with
dense rainforest, steep drops, lots of ferns but surprisingly few
orchids. We had been searching our area for a Corymborkis for some
years without success, (mainly because we had never seen one and
didn't quite know what we were looking for), and as we walked in to
the falls, Pauline commented that this was just the right place to
find one; but we reached the Falls without seeing any. We decided
to return by the lower track which follows the creek for some time.
Within a few metres of leaving the pool, Pauline spotted a small
Corymborkis, and we were suitably impressed. Then we found a bigger
one in full flower, then another, and another..

Corymborkis veratrifolia, or Cinnamon Orchid, (so named after

the flower's perfume) is another tropical terrestrial. 1t grows to
about a metre in height, and has distinctive pleated leaves with a
stem clasping sheath. The flowers are small, white, and borne in

clusters of several dozens, with a good plant having several
inflorescences at one time - a very attractive plant and a delight
to come across on the rainforest path.

For those not keen on the 3.5 km walk, this orchid can be seen
growing and flowering in the rainforest gardens atop the Cairns
Casino building, along with other terrestrials and many other ferns
and interesting plants.
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