
A.S.G.A.P.IND1GENOUS ORCHID STUDY GROUP 

N ~ s l e t t e r  26 March, 19_9P_ 

ISSN 1036-9651 

Group  Leaders: Don and Pauline Lawie, 
P,O. Box 230, Babinda, Queensland 4861 

Phone: 0740 671 577 

Summer o f f i c i a l  1y f i n i s h e d  two days ago, though one would h a r d l y  
t h i n k  so i n  our  o p p r e s s i v e l y  ho t  and humid c1 imate .  Where people  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  have t o  spend much e f f o r t  and money t o  
emulate an i d e a l  c l i m a t e  f o r  growing t r o p i c a l  ep iphy tes ,  we have i t  
j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  window, l a i d  on by Na tu re .  But  j u s t  as t h e  Garden 
o f  Eden had i t s  se rpen t ,  so we t o o  have a  few drawbacks. I n s e c t s  and 
s p i d e r s  a l s o  l o v e  our  c l i m a t e .  Wherever t h e r e  i s  f r e s h  p l a n t  growth,  
t h e r e  i s  an i n s e c t  w i t h  mandibles ready t o  prune i t .  

We keep no tes  on t h e  spec ies  o f  b i r d s  t h a t  v i s i t  our  p l ace ,  as 
we1 1  as temperature  and r a i n f a l l  d e t a i  I s ,  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  we w i  11 
e v e n t u a l l y  be a b l e  t o  comp i le  d a t a  t h a t  t i e s  i n  t h e  i nc i dence  o f  
c l i m a t e ,  p l a n t  growth and f l o w e r i n g ,  and v i s i t s  by s p e c i f i c  b i r d s .  
Most o f  our  p l a n t s  a r e  mu l t i -pu rpose :  t hey  se rve  as food  suppl i es f o r  
b i r d s  and b u t t e r f l i e s ,  as deco ra t i ons ,  as shade, as wind breaks 
a g a i n s t  cyc lones,  and. . .as  1  i v i n g  mounts f o r  n a t i v e  o r c h i d s .  

Wi thou t  b i r d s  i n  t h e  garden, t h e  number o f  i n s e c t s  would have 
t o  be horrendous.  Recen t l y ,  as a  f l o c k  o f  M e t a l l i c  S t a r l i n g s  were 
' d o i n g  o v e r '  t h e  two b i g  Me7icope e77eryana t r e e s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
house, go ing  over  every  branch and e a t i n g  every  U7ysses b u t t e r f l y  
c a t e r p i  l l a r ,  Pau l i ne  commented t h a t  we would be swamped i n  i n s e c t s  
w i  t h o u t  t h e  b i  r d s .  Now i f  o n l y  we c o u l d  t r a i n  b i r d s  t o  ea t  
Dendrobium b e e t l e s  and c r i c k e t s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  l a r v a e  o f  b e a u t i f u l  
b u t t e r f l i e s ,  t h e n  we migh t  be on t o  something. 

We hope t h a t  our  members i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  have 
s u r v i v e d  Summer w i t h  p l a n t s  more o r  l e s s  i n t a c t ,  and a r e  l o o k i n g  
f o rwa rd  t o  a  c o o l e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  year .  

AUSTRAL IAN PLANTS 

T h i s  magazine has had many o r c h i d  a r t i c l e s  over  t h e  years ,  and 
t h e  r e c e n t l y  pub1 i s h e d  index  makes these  v e r y  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r  l onge r  
t e rm  SGAP members o r  those  who have access t o  p rev ious  volumes o f  
Austra7ian P7ants. I n  t h e  December 1998 i s s u e  B i  11 Payne, E d i t o r ,  

'has s t a r t e d  a  new s e r i e s  o f  o r c h i d  a r t i c l e s  w i t h  e x t r a c t s  f rom 
Blombery and Maloney 's  book, Growing Native Orchids. He a l s o  gave 
our  s tudy  group a  n i c e  b i t  o f  PR. We hasten t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  t h i s  
s tudy  group was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by SGAP, l a r g e l y  
r e s u l t i n g  f rom impetus by B i l l  Payne. We i n h e r i t e d  t h e  group f rom 
Len B u t t ,  one o f  t h e  Grand Men o f  SGAP, a  few years  ago. One o f  t h e  
reasons t h a t  B i  11 has commenced t h e  s e r i e s  o f  o r c h i d  a r t i c l e s  was our 
s tudy  group '  s  need o f  new members. I t  was hoped t h a t  exposure i n  our  
n a t i o n a l  j o u r n a l  would he lp .  So f a r  we've had no response, b u t  t i m e  
w i l l  t e l l .  I ' m  su re  t h a t  B i l l  would be encouraged i f  members wro te  
express i  ng a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e r i e s .  He  s t i  11 wants i n f o r m a t i  on 
on aspects  o f  growing p l a n t s  i n  t h e  genus T h e l y m i t r a .  We c a n ' t  he lp ,  
b u t  i f you can, p l ease  g e t  i n touch  d i  r e c t  w i t h  B i  11, 

The a r t i c l e ,  'O rch ids  as Garden F e a t u r e s ' ,  has a  l o t  o f  v e r y  
p r a c t i c a l  sugges t ions .  We have a  b i t  o f  a  g r a n i t e  o u t f l o w  about 
t h r e e  metres i n  d iameter  up t h e  back of  ou r  p l ace ,  which became 
overgrown when we had a  house cow, and had s i n c e  been s o r t  o f  
s h u f f l e d  t o  t h e  'one day '  f i l e .  The a r t i c l e  i n Austra7ian P7ants r e -  
k i n d l e d  my p l a n s  t o  do something w i t h  i t ,  so I c l e a r e d  away t h e  b i t s  
o f  j unk  and had a  good l o o k .  The rock  f l o w  i s  on a  f a i r  s l ope  
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ad jacen t  t o  regrowth r a i n f o r e s t  and has a  few c racks  and she lves .  
I took  up our  cyc lone  standby genera to r ,  our  b i g g e s t  hammer d r i  11 and 
masonry b i t s ,  and spent  a coup le  of hours d r i l l i n g  ho les  t o  a t t a c h  
wooden pegs, as pe r  Elombery 's i n s t r u c t i o n s .  

Wel 1, t h a t  was t h e  p l a n .  Our g r a n i t e  i s  severa l  m i  11 i o n  years  
o l d ,  and has had a  chance t o  s e t  p r e t t y  hard.  D r i  11 i n g  i t  i s  n e a r l y  
imposs ib le ,  so I s e t t l e d  f o r  opening o u t  a  few of  t h e  c racks .  I had 
a  f a i r l y  l a r g e  Dendrobium discolor which had been shaded o u t  i n  i t s  
hos t  t r e e ,  so I t r a n s f e r r e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  upper p a r t  o f  t h e  rock  f l o w ,  
and then  jammed a p i e c e  o f  Cymbidium madidum i n  a  smal l  s h e l f  nearby.  
The Cymbidium was p a r t  o f  a  Drynaria mass which had fa1  l e n  o u t  o f  a  
t r e e  top ,  and i t  should  do we3 1  a t  ground l e v e l .  Pau l i ne  had a l r e a d y  
p u t  a  number o f  smal l  Dendrobium kingianum p l a n t s  on t h e  lower  p a r t ,  
and on an ad jacen t  craggy b i t  of  rock ,  which a l r eady  had some 
n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r r i n g  Asplenium f e r n s ,  some Dendrobium speciosum and 
Dendrobium monophyllum. 

That was our  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e ;  what was yours? 
W r i t e  and t e l l  us.  Share your t r i umphs  and t r a g e d i e s  f o r  t he -  w o r l d  
t o  en joy .  

We mentioned some t i m e  ago t h a t  one o f  t h e  p l uses  o f  b e i n g  s tudy  
group leaders  i s  t h a t  we r e c e i v e  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  b u l l e t i n s  f rom each 
o f  t h e  S t a t e  branches o f  SGAP. There i s  always something o f  i n t e r e s t  
i n  these ( though ve ry  r a r e l  y  any th ing  about t h e  Orch id  Study Group), 
and r e c e n t l y  t h e r e  have been seve ra l  ment ions o f  o r c h i d s .  W e ' l l  
b r i n g  you a  few e x t r a c t s  w i t h  thanks t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  e d i t o r s .  

From Canberra February 1999 i ssee :  The l e a d  s t o r y  by W i n i f r e d  
Mumford d e t a i  1s her  bush walks,  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  w i  I d f l o w e r s  and 
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  naming them, r e s u l t i n g  i n  her  own made-up names. . . r i n g s  
a b e l l ,  doesn ' t  i t ?  She t hen  j o i n e d  SGAP, and I quote :  'I A few weeks 
l a t e r  t h e  group came t o  Mount Majura  and my eyes were opened; i n  
t h r e e  hours 91 p l a n t s  were l i s t e d .  I n  t h a t  s h o r t  t i m e  I saw and 
lea rned  more about n a t i v e  p l a n t s  t han  I had i r !  a l l  t hose  years  o f  
casual  i n t e r e s t .  Ye l low Ears t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be Diuris sulphcrea and 
Diuris semi 7unulata; maybe nex t  year t h e r e  w i  11 be Diuris 7anceo7ata 
as we1 l . Eggs and bacon t u r n e d  i n t o  Daviesia, Di77wynia and 
Pultenaea, and so on. A l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I had sought was r i g h t  
he re . "  I am su re  t h a t  we have a l l  had much t h e  same e x p l o s i o n  o f  
knowledge as a r e s u l t  o f  our  membership o f  SGAP. 

I n  t h e  same i s s u e  i s  a comprehensive F i e l d  T r i p  Repor t  of an 
excurs ion  a long  t h e  Corn T r a i l ,  which was used l a s t  c e n t u r y  f o r  
commerce between t h e  N. S .  W .  southern t a b l e l a n d s  and t h e  c o a s t .  Along 
t h e  way, wa lke rs  noted Cymbidium suave i n  abundance, and a  number o f  
o t h e r  o r c h i d  spec ies  i n c l u d i n g  Sarcochi 7us fa lcatus. T h i s  sounds 
l i k e  a  good e x p e d i t i o n  f o r  anyone i n  t h e  a rea .  The walk  can t a k e  up 
t o  s i x  hours ,  and i s  n o t  easy. Deta i  1  s  aVai l a b l e  f rom SGAP Canberra. 

I n  V i c t o r i a ' s  Growing Atls+ra7ian, Cherree Densley i n  he r  
e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  December 1998 i s s u e  comments: "What a  wonder fu l  and 
e a r l y  Sp r i ng !  I have never seen so many o r c h i d s  on t h e  h i g h  r i d g e s  
o f  my M t  C lay  b l o c k .  As I stood  and counted 50 Green comb Spider  
o r c h i d s  (Galadenia dilatata) w i t h i n  a  few metres o f  me and t hen  
walked on a  f u r t h e r  10  metres and then  counted another  50, I r e a l  i s e d  
t h a t  I might  n o t  see such a  s i g h t  aga in  f o r  many years .  I had walked 
t h e r e  a long  a  t r a c k  t h a t  I had marked by t y i  ng r e d  t ape  t o  t h e  t r e e s  
every  10 metres o r  so (so I d o n ' t  ge t  l o s t )  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e rnoon  
a f t e r  a  h o t  day, and t h e  l a t e  s e t t i n g  r a y s  o f  t h e  sun b a c k l i t  these  
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wonder fu l  o r c h i d s  and made them glow. The heady musky perfume was 
most i n t e n s e .  " 

I n  t h e  same i ssue ,  Andrew Picone con t i nues  an a r t i c l e  on Morwel l  
N a t i o n a l  Park, wh ich i s  s i t u a t e d  amongst t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  t h e  
S t r z e l e c k i  Ranges. The f o r e s t  i s  "home t o  r a r e  o r c h i d s  and f e r n s ,  
some f a n t a s t i c  o l d  growth B lue  Gums and a  c u r i o u s  and unusual pa t ch  
of r a i n f o r e s t .  . . . The impetus f o r  t h e  e s t a b l  i shment o f  t h i s  N a t i o n a l  
Park was t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  r a r e  e p i p h y t i c  o r c h i d  S a r c o c h i l u s  
a u s t r a  7 i s  ( B u t t e r f  1  y  Orch id )  a1 ong a  s h o r t  s t r e t c h  o f  Fos te rs  
Creek. .  . . The Park a l s o  has a  r i c h  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d s .  
These i n c l u d e  Orange t i p  Cal adeni a  (Ca 7adenia au ran t  iaca)  , Southern 
Sp ider  O rch id  (C. a u s t r a l i s ) ,  Large Duck Orch id  (Ca7eana ma jo r ) ,  
T i g e r  O rch id  ( D i u r i s  su7phurea) and t h e  T a l l  Sun Orch id  ( T h e l y m i t r a  
media) t o  name j u s t  a  few." 

I n  t h e  Queens1 and Bul l e t i  n ' s  December 1998 i ssue ,  E d i t o r ,  Jan 
Sked, l i s t s  t h e  l a t e s t  o f f i c i a l  name changes t o  Queensland P l a n t s .  
Her 1  i s t  f o r  t h e  Fami l y Orchidaceae a re :  

D o c k r i l l i a  bowmanii former1 y  
Dockr i  ll i a cucumeri na I I 

D o c k r i l l i a  l i n g u i f o r m i s  I I 

D o c k r i l l i a  m o r t i i  I I 

Dockr i  11 i a pug i  on i  fo rm i  s " 
Dockr i  11 i a schoeni na II 

Dockr i  1  l i a  t e r e t i  f o l i a  I t  

Geodorum densi  f l orum I 1  

Dendrobium bowmanii 
Dendrobium cucumerinum 

I! 1  i ngui forme 
I I t e n u i  s s i  mum 
@I pug i  on i  forme 
" schoeni num/D. beck1 e r i  
I! t e r e t i  f o l i u m  

Geodorum neocaledonicum 

The Palm and Cycad Study Group Leader, Ke r r y  Ra th ie ,  no tes  i n  
News le t t e r  No 79, January 1999, "The l a s t  year  has been most pecu l  i a r  
weatherwise here  i n  Br isbane.  A m i  I d  Win te r  was f o l l o w e d  by a  coo l  
Spr ing ,  w i t h  good r a i n s  i n  September ( u s u a l l y  ve ry  d r y ) .  The m i l d  
W i  n t e r  caused (I presume) t h e  poo res t  f l o w e r i  ng o f  Dendrobium o r c h i d s  
(k ing ianum and speciosum and t h e i r  h y b r i d s )  t h a t  I can remember." 

Thanks aga in  t o  t hose  e d i t o r s  f o r  some news f rom around A u s t r a l i a .  

W h i l s t  on Br isbane,  remember t h a t  t h e  ASGAP Conference w i l l  be 
h e l d  i n  Br i sbane  t h i s  J u l y  - d e t a i  1s i n  your  S t a t e  b u l l e t i n .  One o f  
us p l a n s  t o  a t t end ;  we a r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  i n t h e  post -conference t o u r  
t o  t h e  Ca i rns /Tab le land  area, which we a r e  p leased t o  hear i s  f u l l y  
booked by e n t h u s i a s t i c  SGAPers. The spo ts  p lanned f o r  t h i s  t r i p  w i 7  1  
remain i n  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s '  memories f o r  a  v e r y  l o n g  t ime .  

We had a  g r e a t  e a r l y  Chr is tmas p resen t :  a  f r i e n d ,  one o f  our  
Tab le land  s tudy  group members, c a l  l e d  t o  say t h a t  Eu loph ia  o r c h i d s  
were f l o w e r i n g .  (The co lony,has been known t o  a  s e l e c t  few f o r  many 
y e a r s . )  I n  our  ignorance  we asked whether t h e  f l o w e r i n g  was unusual ,  
and were assured t h a t  such a  s i g h t  may never be seen aga in  i n  our  
1  i f e t i m e .  We p romp t l y  made arrangements and were whisked o f f  t o  t h e  
Gadgarra S t a t e  F o r e s t .  The necessary p e r m i t  t o  e n t e r  had a l r eady  
been ob ta ined .  I t  i s  up land r a i n f o r e s t ,  and areas have been c l e a r e d  
and r e p l a n t e d  w i t h  Hoop P ine .  Some mature p i n e s  have been harves ted  
and one o f  t h e  roads b u i l t  by t h e  h a r v e s t e r s  was pushed smack th rough  
t h e  m idd le  o f  t h e  o r c h i d  pa t ch .  T h i s  m i s f o r t u n e  does have t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f  making them e a s i l y  access ib l e ,  and t h e r e  appears t o  have 
been a  good enough f l o w e r i n g  t o  ensure t h a t  t h e  co lony  s u r v i v e s  on 
b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  road,  b u t  w i l l  we ever  see them i n  f l o w e r  again? 
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Eu7ophia rolfingsrr' -is very effectively illustrated on page 44 
of Ausfra3fan T r ~ p i c a 7  Orchids by Lavarack $ G r a y .  Xt i s  one o f  the 
terrestrial saprophyt ic  orchids, and thus has no l eaves  and spends 
most o f  i t s  time underground a w a i t i n g  t h e  r i g h t  cl irnatic c o n d i t i o n s  
t o  t h r u s t  f o r t h  i t s  f lower ing stem. The inflorescence i s  almost a 
metre h i g h ,  with about f i f t y  i n d i v i d u a l  flowers. Flower colour i s  
predcmi nant 1 y dark mauve/purpl e, and the flowers are about s i x  
centimetres across w i t h  a paler labellurn. They blend in w i t h  t h e  
background so we1 1 that finding them i s  fun, requiring careful search 
to f i nd something growi ng wai st h i g h  r i g h t  i n  f rent  o f  onese l f .  We 
wal ked up and down t h e  road,  s p o t t i n g  orchids growing in what seemed 
the most unI i k e l y  places - mounds o f  road debr is  and o l d  logs, b u t  
o-F course t h e y  require rotting t imber to provide t h e i r  basic 
n u t r i t i o n .  We had a bonus i n  f i n d i n g  a P7ectorrhiza brevilabris 
hanging from a p i n e  tree i n  i t s  usual s t a t e  o f  appearing to be about 
to fa17 w h i l s t  i n  f a c t  r e t a i n i n g  a goed hold on i t s  host w i t h  i t s  
t a n g l e d  r o o t s ;  Our exciting o u t i n g  o f  such a good v iewing  o f  ar? 
orch id  that i s  f a i  r l  y rare,  and not of ten seen, wzs rounded off  w i t h  
a f i n d  of some Chr is tmas orch ids ,  C s l a n t h e  trip7icata, i n  bloom. 

Our daughter Helen came home for a v i s i t  i n  e a r l y  December. 
Hav ing a v i s i t o r  always seems t o  ga lvan ise  us i n t o  doing t h i n g s  we 
never seem t o  have time for; We camped a t  Lake Tinaroo for a few 
days and had some day t r i p s .  One t r i p  was to walk t h e  n e w l y  re- 
furbished Nandroya Fa? Is t r a c k  i n  the Palmerston National Park,  about 
h a l f  way between I n n i  sfai 1 and M i  llaa M i  1  laa, on t h e  south-eastern 
edge o f  t he  A t h e r t o n  Tablelal?d. Nandroya Fa1 1s is formed by a creek 
running over t h e  edge o f  a v o l c a n i c  basa l t  f l o w .  Over t h e  centur i e s  
t h e  creek has eroded t h e  s o f t e r  ground below t h e  basa l t ,  so that a 
pool about 50 metres across has formed, w i t h  a spectacular p i p e  o f  
w h i t e  water  e rup t i ng  from t h e  basalt wall and falling unimpeded i n t o  
the poo l .  The t.ral k i n  fo l lows an o l d  gold min ing  pack horse t r a i  1 
for a b i t ,  and  winds past  some smaller  b e a u t i f u l  w a t e r f a l l s ,  w i t h  
dense ra in fores t ,  steep drgps, l o t s  o f  fe rns  but  s u r p r i s i n g l y  few 
orchids.  We had been searching our ares F c r  a C ~ ~ ; m b e , - k i s  f . 2 ~  scme 
yeass withofit, SUCGBSS, (ma in ly  because we had never seen one and 
d i d n ' t  q u i t e  know what  we were l ook ing  f o r ) ,  and as we walked in t o  
t?le f a l l s ,  Pauline commented t h a t  t h i s  was j u s t  the r i g h t  place to 
f i n d  one, but we reached the Falls wi thout  seeing any .  We decided 
t o  r e t u r n  by the  lower t r a c k  which follows t h e  creek for some t i m e .  
W i  t h i n  a. f e w  metres o f  l eav ing  t h e  pool , Paul ine spot ted  a s n a l l  
Corymborkis, and we w e r e  s u i t a b l y  impressed. Then ?.re f o l ~ n d  a O i  gger 
one i n  f u l l  flower, then another ,  and another . .  . 

Corymb~rkis  v e r a t r i f o  J i a ,  o r  C i  nnanon Orchid,  (so named a f t e r  
t h e  f l o w e r ' s  perfume) i s  another t r o p r c a l  t e r r e s t r i a l .  It grows t o  
about  a metre i n  h e i g h t ,  and has d i s t i n c t i v e  p lea ted  leaves w i t h  - a  
stem clasping sheath.  The f lowers  a t e  smal l ,  wh i te ,  2nd borne in 
clusters o.F several dozens, w i t h  a good plant having severa l  
inflorescences a t  one time - a very  a t t r a c t i v e  p l a n t  and a d e l i g h t  
t o  come across on t he  r a j n f o r e s t  path. 

For  those not keen r?.n t h e  3 .5  km walk ,  t h i s  o r c h i d  can be seen 
g r ~ w i n g  and f l ower ing  i n  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  gardens atop t h s  Cai rns 
Casino building, along w i t h  o ther  t e r r e s t r i a l s  and many o ther  f e r n s  
and i n t e r e s t i  ng plants, 


