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CORRECTION - PSEUDOVANILLA FOLIATA 

I n  N e w s l e t t e r  25 I r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Pseudovani 77a f o 7 i a t a  had 
reached 4 . 6  me t res  by t h e  2 4 t h  November. I must have used a  
f i s h e r m a n ' s  s t r e t c h y  t a p e ,  as n e x t  t i m e  I measured i t  t h e  t a p e  read  
3 . 1 5  me t res ,  and I doub le  checked i t  t h a t  t i m e .  

As soon as t h e  p i n k  t i p  reached t h e  1  i g h t  i t  s topped  growing,  
b u t  t h e  stem i t s e l f  grew t h i c k e r  and greened g r a d u a l l y  down t i  11 
about  1 M  above t h e  ground.  I n  January  I suspected  t h a t  t h e  t i p  had 
s u f f e r e d  damage, t h e n  I s a d l y  watched as t h e  g reen  stem t u r n e d  brown 
and d e s i c c a t e d .  RIP I w r o t e  i n  my r e c o r d s .  The o r i g i n a l  l o g  has 
imp loded  and t h e r e  i s  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p a t c h  o f  v i a b l e  l o o k i n g  r o o t s  
v i s i b l e .  I s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  more i n  hope 
t h a n  e x p e c t a t  i on.  

STUDY GROUP LEADERS ARE PEOPLE TOO 

J u s t  as o r c h i d s  r e a c t  t o  a  b i t  o f  TLC, s t u d y  group l e a d e r s  need 
some encouragement t o o .  Now we d o n ' t  want f e r t i l  i s e r ,  a r t i f i c i a l  o r  
n a t u r a l ,  b u t  we wou ld  f e e l  o u r  e f f o r t s  were n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  wasted i f  
o u r  e x i  s t e n c e  were acknowledged o c c a s i o n a l  l y  i n  ASGAP and S t a t e  
pub1 i c a t i o n s .  We have t o  wonder whether  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r s  a r e  r e a d  by  
S tudy  Group C o o r d i n a t o r s ,  e d i t o r s ,  e t c .  We a r e n ' t  l o o k i n g  f o r  
p e r s o n a l  r e c o g n i  t i  on.  We f i r m l y  b e l  i eve t h a t  A u s t r a l  i an i n d i  genous 
o r c h i d s  s t i  l l have some s e c r e t s  t o  d i v u l g e  and amateur e x p l  o r e r s  and 
growers  a r e  t h e  most l i k e l y  medium f o r  e x t r a c t i n g  such s e c r e t s .  
S tudy  groups  were c r e a t e d  f o r  t h i s  v e r y  reason,  b u t  i f  ASGAP and 
S t a t e  c o o r d i n a t o r s  c a n ' t  r e a d  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r s  and f i  nd somethi  ng t o  
pass  on t o  members, somethi  ng whi c h  m i g h t  encourage i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e  
t o  seek a c t i v e  membership i n  a  s t u d y  group,  t h e n  we have t o  q u e s t i o n  
t h e  w o r t h ,  t o  o t h e r s ,  o f  o u r  e f f o r t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  p r o t e s t s ,  some 
e d i t o r s  had o u r  address  i n c o r r e c t  f o r  y e a r s  c a u s i n g  us  h a s s l e s  a t  t h e  
P.O. and now a f t e r  n e a r l y  f o u r  y e a r s  o u r  own S t a t e  B u l l e t i n  has Don 's  
name a g a i n  as  Len.  Our l o c a l  o r c h i d  g roups  work w e l l ,  a r e  v e r y  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and most r e w a r d i n g ,  and we wou ld  l o v e  t o  see o t h e r s  have 
t h e  same e x p e r i  ence; hence o u r  i nvolvement  . I f  Study  Group 
C o o r d i n a t o r s  have any p r a c t i c a l  a d v i c e  f o r  us,  we a r e  r e c e p t i v e .  

SEEDLINGS 

Because o f  t h e  a lmos t  c o n s t a n t  r a i n ,  ( o v e r  200" i n  l e s s  t h a n  s i x  
mon ths ! )  my p l a n t s  have been r a t h e r  n e g l e c t e d  t h i s  yea r ,  and bad 
i n s e c t  damage has d i s c o u r a g e d  me. I t  was t h e r e f o r e  w i t h  g r e a t  
e x c i t e m e n t  t h a t  I d i s c o v e r e d  q u i t e  a  few s e e d l i n g s  appear ing ,  m o s t l y  
on t h e  r o o t s  o f  l a r g e r  p l a n t s .  As I have so many s p e c i e s  seed ing  
f r e e l y  i t  i s  imposs i  b l e  ( f o r  me) t o  be s u r e  what t h e y  a l l  a r e ,  and 
I l o v e  w a t c h i n g  developments and guess ing  what t r e a s u r e s  a r e  i n  
s t o r e .  A f t e r  a  few c o o l e r  n i g h t s  t h e  l e a f  mass on some h o s t  t r e e s  
has t h i n n e d ,  and i t  was a  tremendous t h r i  11 t o  d i s c o v e r  a  p l a n t  wh ich  
must be a  y e a r  o r  two o l d .  I be! i e v e  i t  i s  a  Robiquet ia  
g r a c i  I i s t i p e s ,  o f  wh ich  I have q u i t e  a  few, o r  perhaps  a  Thrixspermum 
p7atystachys.  I'l l be happy w i t h  e i t h e r .  
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DENDROEIUM BIGIBEUM 

"Cooktown O r c h i d "  Queens land 's  F l o r a l  Emblem. By Mary Gandi n i  , 
Chai rman, Cai r n s  Branch SGAP. ( f r o m  C a i r n s  SGAP n e w s l e t t e r ,  May 
1999 1 

The Queensland H e r b a r i  um recogn i  ses one spec i  es on1 y  and t r e a t s  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  morpho log ies  as v a r i e t i e s .  

Dendrobium b ig ibbum grows b o t h  e p i  p h y t i  c a l l  y  and l i t h o p h y t i  c a l  l y 
and has pseudobul bs  t o  1 . 2  m l o n g ,  w i t h  3 - 5 na r row o v a t e  l e a v e s  on 
t h e  upper  t h i r d .  Racemes bear  up t o  20  w h i t e  t o  p u r p l e  f l o w e r s .  

From t h e  n o r t h e r n  and wes te rn  p a r t s  o f  Cape York  come t h e  
v a r i e t y  Dendrobirrrn b ig ibbum v z r  b ig ibbum.  I t  i s  e a s i  l y r e c o g n i  sed 
by t h e  w h i t e  p a t c h  on t h e  l a b e l l u m .  Dendrobium b ig ibbum v a r  superbum 
comes f r o m  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  P e n i n s u l a .  As t h e  name sugges ts  
i t  has l a r g e  f l o w e r s .  J u s t  n o r t h  o f  C a i r n s ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  Derrdrobium 
b ig ibbum v a r  compactum p r e f e r s  t o  grow on r o c k s .  T h i s  v a r i e t y  has 
- 

s m a l l  pse45b~ lTS iY  a n d - f l  oFXFS.-Thei r n a t u r a l  d i - s t r i - b u t i - o n  i - n d i  c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e s e  o r c h i d s  a r e  monsoonal i n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  i . e . ,  t h e y  l i k e  a  
wet season fo l !owed by a d r y  p e r i o d .  A l  l o f  t h e  v a r i e t i e s  w i  11 grow 
v e r y  w e l l  on t r e e s  i n  t h e  garden i n  N o r t h  Queensland. 

T h i s  yea r  t h e  Cooki es have been maki ng a  w o n d e r f u l  d i s p l a y  on 
t h e  t r e e s  i n  my garden f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks and t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  
have been f o r  y e a r s ,  P!ot one f l o w e r  has been ea ten  by  t h e  u b i  q u i  t o u s  
c a t e r p i l l a r  t h a t  u s u a l l y  makes a  mess o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o w e r s .  I have 
n o t  even seen t h e  l i t t l e  w h i t e  eggs. Why? Two s u g g e s t i o n s  come t o  
mind.  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  we have had huge q u a n t i t i e s  o f  r a i n  and i t  
s t a r t e d  e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r .  The second i s  t h a t  t h e  f r u i t  f l y  b l o c k s  
t h a t  we a l l  had i n  o u r  gardens may have b roken  t h e  m o t h ' s  l i f e  c y c l e .  
W e l l ,  t h e  b l o c k s  have been gone f o r  some t i m e  and t h e y  were i n  p l a c e  
l a s t  y e a r  and so were t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r s .  S p r a y i n g  was n o t  dnne 
because i t  was a lways  r a i n i n g ,  o r  " g o i n g  t o 1 ' .  

A i t h o u g h  t h e y  have been heav i  l y  c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t i  11 
p l e n t y  o f  t h e s e  o r c h i d s  t o  be seen n a t u r a l l y .  The c r i t e r i a  a r e  t h a t  
you must go o f f  t h e  bea ten  t r a c k ,  be a  good bush-wa lker  and r o c k -  
c l i m b e r ,  and n o t  g e t  l ~ s t .  P l a n t s  a r e  e a s i  l y  p ropaga ted  f r o m  an 
a e r i  a1 g r o w t h  o r  k e i  k i  (means baby i n  Hawai i ) . Kei  k i  s  a r e  produced 
f r o m  t h e  a p i c a l  nodes and a r e  v e g e t a t i v e  s h o o t s  w i t h  r o o t s  t h a t  car! 
b e  eas i  l y  de tached when s u f f i c i e n t l y  deve loped.  O f  cou rse ,  t h e  
o r c h i d  e x p e r t s  t i s s u e  c u l t u r e ,  s e l f  c r o s s  b reed  and h y b r i d i s e  p l a n t s  
t o  p roduce s u p e r i o r  f l o w e r s ,  and many new c r e a t i o n s  a r e  grown f r o m  
seed t h u s  formed.  I n  n a t u r e  Dendrobium b ig ibbum c r o s s e s  w i t h  
Dendrobium d i s c o 7 o r  t o  p roduce p l a n t s  i n te rmed i  a t e  between t h e  
p a r e n t s .  Two c r o s s e s  a r e  D. x v i n i c o ' l o r  and D .  x s u p e r b i e n s .  

Over t e  Don: A n o t e  on t h e  above - I t h i n k  I know where M a r y 1  s  
bugs have gone: t h e y ' v e  a l  l come down t o  o u r  p l a c e !  We d i d n ' t  r e a l !  y 
g e t  a  d r y  season l a s t  y e a r ,  and t h e  Cookies a r e  respond ing  by s i m p l y  
n o t  f l o w e r i n g  h e r e .  The few t h a t  d i d  t r y  were swamped b y  v a r i o u s  
p r e d a t o r s  as u s u a l ,  and we had j u s t  one sp ray  o f  about  f i v e  b e a u t i  f u l  
f l o w e r s .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  i n  Babinda,  o n l y  12 krn away, t h e  Cook ies ,  
g row ing  on garden palms,  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  f l o w e r i n g  b e a u t i f u l  l y  w i t h  up 
t o  t w e n t y  f l o w e r s  p e r  p l a n t .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  we a r e  a l m o s t  
e n c i r c l e d  by r a i n f o r e s t ,  and t h e  town gardens a r e  f u r t h e r  away f r o m  
t h i s  wonder fu l  s to rehouse  o f  v o r a c i o u s  i n s e c t s .  We conc luded  some 
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y e a r s  ago t h a t  Cook ies  a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  o u r  p l a c e ,  b u t  t h e i r  
c o n t i n u e d  success i n  town encourages us t o  keep on t r y i n g .  As Mary 
w r i t e s ,  s p r a y i n g  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  i n  a  c l  i m a t e  o f  c o n s t a n t  r a i n f a l l .  

The N o r t h  Queensland O r c h i d  S o c i e t y  had a  d i s p l a y  a t  Kmart 
shopp ing  c e n t r e  i n  C a i r n s  l a s t  month, and demonst ra ted  t h e i r  
cus tomary  courage i n  expos i  ng t h e i  r g o r g e o u s l y  b loomi  ng p l a n t s  t o  
s e v e r a l  days and n i g h t s  o f  d r y  a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g .  The qua1 i t y  o f  t h e  
p l a n t s  shown by  t h e s e  e n t h u s i a s t s  i s  r e a l l y  s t u n n i n g .  They even g e t  
such c o o l  weather  o r c h i d s  as Paphiopedi7ums t o  f l o w e r  i n  Cai r n s '  hea t  
and h u m i d i t y .  I was p a r t i c u l a r 1  y  p l e a s e d  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  Champion 
O r c h i d  o f  t h e  Show t h i s  y e a r  was a  Dendrobium b ig ibbum,  as w e l l  as 
b e i n g  Champion N a t i v e .  T h i s  i s  one o f  t h e  'new c r e a t i o n s '  ment ioned 
b y  Mary, grown by a  Cai r n s  o r c h i d i s t ,  and named Dendrobium " I t h a c o l a  
T i m b e r l e a " .  I counted,  on one p l a n t ,  20 i n f l o r e s c e n c e s ,  each w i t h  
abou t  t e n  f l o w e r s ,  some y e t  t o  come, and a l l  i n  t o p  c o n d i t i o n .  
Wonder fu l  ! ! 

BOOKS 

A t  l a s t  we have a  copy o f  Growing A u s t r a  7 i a n  O r c h i d s  by Blombery 
and Maloney ,  as ment ioned by  B i  11 Payne i n  A u s t r a l i a n  P7ants ,  
December 1 9 9 8 .  Our copy was purchased f r o m  W a l k e r ' s  Book S t o r e ,  
C a i r n s ,  f o r  $19.95  and t h e y  do m a i l  o r d e r s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  b i g  book, 
n o t  a  p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  c o f f e e  t a b l e  t y p e  o f  t h i n g ,  b u t  i t  does have 
page a f t e r  page o f  gorgeous s m a l l  c e l o u r  p i c t u r e s  o f  f l o w e r i n g  
o r c h i d s  t o  wh ich  we can a s p i  r e  i n  o u r  o r c h i d  g r o w i n g  endeavours.  The 
t e x t  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by e x c e l  l e n t  b l a c k  and w h i t e  d raw ings  by B e t t y  
Maloney w h i c h  amp1 i f y  t h e  w r i t t e n  words p e r f e c t !  y .  There i s  a  u s e f u l  
o r c h i d  g l o s s a r y ,  and a  comprehensive i ndex. 

A l  ex 51 ombery makes some i n t e r e s t i  ng o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  f o r  example, he 
p r e f e r s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between t h e  te rms  "pseudobu lb"  and "s tem",  
r e s e r v i n g  t h e  fo rmer  t e r m  f o r  t h o s e  t h a t  resemble  b u l b s ,  and u s i n g  
"stem" f o r  pseudobu lbs  t h a t  l o o k  l i k e  sterns, T h i s  seems e m i n e n t l y  
s e n s i b l e  t o  me, p a r t i c c l l a r l y  when he i n s t a n c e s  t h e  stems on, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  Dendrobium d i s c o l o r  t h a t  can be two me t res  i n  l e n g t h .  To 
c l a i m  t h a t  t h e y  resemble  a b u l b  i s  s t r e t c h i n g  o u r  b o t a n i c a l  
i m a g i n a t i o n s  j u s t  a  b i t  t o o  f a r .  

51 ombery a l  so e x p l  a i  ns most s u c c i  n c t l  y  t h e  reason f o r  some Dendrobi  a  
b e i n g  r e - t a x e d  as D o c k r i 7 7 i a :  b a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  l a b e l l u m  i n  D o c k r i  7 7 i a  
f l o w e r s  i s  uppermost ,  w h i l s t  i n  Dendrobium i t  i s  i n  t h e  l ower  
p o s i t i o n .  I ' v e  o v e r  simp! i f i e d  i t  a  b i t ,  b u t  Blombery e x p l a i n s  i t  
v e r y  we1 1  . 
H e a l s o  e x p l a i n s  someth ing  t h a t  had m y s t i f i e d m e  f o r  some t i m e :  Some 
r a i n f o r e s t  t r e e s  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  v e r y  good e p i p h y t e  h o s t s ,  and l a r g e  
t r e e s  such as  Johnstone R i  v e r  Hardwood ( B a c k h o u s i a  b a n c r o f t  i  i )  
g e n e r a l  l y  h a v e  t h e  upper  t r u n k s  cove red  i n  Rhaphidophora,  D r y n a r i a ,  
P7a tyce r ium,  Hoya and v a r i o u s  o t h e r s ,  b u t  r a r e l y  o r c h i d s .  T h i s  i s  
because t h e  p r o l i f i c  g rowth  o f  t h e s e  e p i p h y t e s  i s  t o o  dense f o r  t h e  
f i n e  o r c h i d  s e e d l i n g s  t o  become e s t a b l i s h e d  and so,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  
younger  t r e e s  a r e  b e t t e r  p l a c e s  t o  l o o k  f o r  o r c h i d s .  There  i s  a lways  
an  e x c e p t i o n  t o  any r u l e  o f  c o u r s e ,  and Johnstone t r e e s  a r e  one o f  
t h e  b e s t  r a i n f o r e s t  h o s t s  f o r  Cymbidium madidurn, wh ich  p r e f e r  t o  make 
t h e i  r home i n  a  damp b ranch  a n g l e  wh ich  may n o t  s u i t  t h e  o t h e r  p l a n t s  
h o s t e d  by  t h e  t r e e .  
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Apar t  f rom t h e  above, t h e r e  i s  p l e n t y  o f  c l e a r  a d v i c e  on g r o w i n g  
n a t i v e  o r c h i d s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  and we recommend t h i s  book as e x c e l  l e n t  
v a l  ue.  

Wal k e r f s  Eook S t o r e  i s  one o f  t h o s e  p l a c e s  i n  wh ich  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  make j u s t  one pu rchase .  Whi l e  I was t h e r e  I a! so bought  
a  copy o f  O r c h i d  growing i n  t h e  T r o p i c s  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  O r c h i d  
S o c i e t y  o f  South East  A s i a ,  Kangaroo Press,  c o s t i n g  $ 2 4 . 9 5 .  

As t h e  name i m p l i e s ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  book f o r  o u r  Southern  o r c h i d  
growers,  b u t  f o r  t r o p i c a l  ga rdeners  i t  i s  a  mine o f  o t h e r w i s e  
u n a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The emphasis i s  o f  c o u r s e  on what a r e  t o  
us e x o t i c s ,  b u t  t h e  genera l  i n f o r m a t i o n  can be a p p l i e d  d i  r e c t l  y t o  
g row ing  o u r  own n a t i v e  o r c h i d s  i n  t h e  t r o p i c s .  Much a d v i c e  i s  g i v e n ,  
w i t h  u s e f u l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  on g row ing  o r c h i d s  i n  as n a t u r a l  a manner 
as p o s s i b l e .  T i p s  a r e  g i v e n  on choos i  ng and b u y i n g  o r c h i d s ;  a  l a r g e  
s e c t i o n  i s  devo ted  t o  p e s t s  and d i seases ;  and t h e r e  i s  a  mouth- 
w a t e r i n g  b i b !  i o g r a p h y .  The drawback o f  t h e  book i s  t h a t  I am v a s t l y  
tempted t o  r u n  up t o  C a i r n s  and buy some o f  t h o s e  w o n d e r f u l  e x o t i c s  
and g i v e  them a  t r y .  

ASGAP CONFERENCE, BRISBANE 

We dec ided ,  a f t e r  much d- Iscuss ion ,  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Conference.  
We w i  l l , however, be l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  p o s t -  
con fe rence  t o u r  t o  o u r  a rea ,  and i f  t h e r e  a r e  any o r c h i d  e n t h u s i a s t s  
i n  t h e  group we w i  71 do o u r  b e s t  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  them. The C a i r n s  and 
T a b l e l a n d  branches o f  SGAP have had a  number o f  p r e - t o u r  mee t ings ,  
and on t h e  6 t h  June we met a t  H e n r i e t t a  Creek t o  check t h e  p l a n t s  
t h a t  t h e  t o u r  groclp w i l  l be s e e i n g .  *mong t h o s e  p r e s e n t  were f i v e  
o f  o u r  Study Group members as we! l as Paul i ne and mysel f ,  and we were 
p l e a s e d  t o  be  a b l e  t o  h e l p  s p o t  a  good range o f  o r c h i d s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  one o f  t ,he b e s t  h o s t s  was an o l d  mango t r e e  g row ing  i n  
s o l i t a r y  sp lendour  i n  a  c l e a r i n g ,  and i t  i s  v e r y  encourag ing  t o  see 
t h a t  a  t r e e  i n  a  h e a v i l y  t r a f f i c k e d  a rea  can c o n t i n u e  t o  c a r r y  such 
a v a r i e i ;  y 0-f wi 1 d e p ;  phyti c p i  a n t s ,  7 I- - Up - -  . 

l uul lu j  US^ One 
specimen o f  3. t e r r e s t r i a l  o r c h i d ,  a  Corymbork is  ~ j e r a t r i f o 7  i a .  T h i s  
may be  an o f f s h o o t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  f l o w e r i n g  c o l o n y  we had t h e  p l e a s u r e  
o f  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  ! a t e  l a s t  y e a r ,  a l o n g  t h e  Nandroya Fa1 1s t r a c k .  

We a l s o  found  a  good number o f  Corymbork is  r e c e n t l y  a t  a n o t h e r  
l o c a t j o n  a l t o g e t h e r ,  near  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  E i c t o n  H i l l  t r a c k ,  a t  
M i s s i o n  Beach. None was i n  f l o w e r ,  b u t  one specimen had a  good l o t  
o f  w e l l  deve loped f r u i t ,  t h e  f-i r s t  we have seen. 

Barbara  f r o m  Samsonvale w r i t e s ,  I I  am s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
o r c h i d s ,  espec i  a l l  y t h e  d a r l  i n g  1  i t t l e  t e r r e s t r i a l s .  They t e n d  t o  
be i gnored,  overpowered by t h e  l a r g e r  and more n n t i  ceab l  e  e p i  p h y t e s .  
We a r e  l o s i n g  l o t s  o f  t h e  l i t t l e  ones as t h e  Wallum and nearby  
Eucal  y p t  f o r e s t  g e t  c l e a r e d  and deve loped.  I t  r e a l  1 y b r e a k s  my h e a r t  
t o  see t h e  a r e a s  go, and so few p e o p l e  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h o s e  b e a u t i f u l  
l i t t l e  t r e a s u r e s  a r e  t h e r e .  

' I n  S p r i n g ,  1997, t h e  B l u e  Sun O r c h i d s ,  The7ymi t ra  p a u c i f 7 o r a ,  
were more p l e n t i f u l  t h a n  w e ' d  e v e r  seen them, i n  o u r  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  
on t h e  Sunshine Coast ,  a t  Marcoo la .  I n  1993, I I d  " d i s c o v e r e d "  t h e s e  
a c r e s  and a c r e s  o f  wet Wallum, which were b e i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  seas ide  hous i  n g .  We ga i  ned permi  s s i  on t o  rescue  
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p l a n t s ,  and f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  had a  w o n d e r f u l  t i m e .  The a r e a  was j u s t  
s o u t h  o f  Coolum Beach, and a lmos t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  Maroochy A i r p o r t ,  a  
b i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  i t  r e a l  l y ,  and s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e  beach by  a  b e l t  
o f  l i t t o r a l  v e g e t a t i o n  and a  l ow  f r o n t a l  dune. Was N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  

u n t i  l 1985, when t h e  S t a t e  Government d i d  a  l a n d  swap a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  
o f  t h e  t h e n  Maroochy C o u n c i l .  I t  was a  c r i m i n a l  a c t  t o  o u r  Wallum. 

'Anyway, w e ' v e  l o s t  t h o s e  w o n d e r f u l  The7ymi t ra .  S p r i n g  1998 saw 
b u i l d i n g s  g o i n g  up where t h e y ' d  been. S e v e r a l  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  a  
c o r n e r  b l o c k ,  u s u a l  l y  cove red  w i t h  ye1 l o w  D o u b l e t a i  l s ,  D i u r i s  
c h r y s a n t h a  ( I  t h i n k )  went under  t h e  f i r s t  s i t e  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  
deve lopment .  P rog ress ,  i t  i s . '  

M y  t u r n  t o  comment ( P ) .  When I was c h e c k i n g  up on D .  
c h r y s a n t h a ,  I was i n t e r e s t e d  t o  see t h a t  D a v i d  Jones says t h i s  o r c h i d  
was f i r s t  d e s c r i b e d  as r e c e n t l y  as 1987, t h a t  " i t  i s  common i n  open 
f o r e s t s  . . . and a1 so grows i n  c o a s t a l  Wal lum" and t h a t  " i t  i s  easy 
t o  grow and a t t r a c t i v e  when i n  f l o w e r " .  Many o f  you wou ld  have been 
s t u d y i n g  o r c h i d s  i n  1987 and I reckon  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  chance t h a t  
a  keen O r c h i d  S tudy  Group member w i l l  f i n d  an as y e t  u n d e s c r i b e d  
o r c h i d .  J u s t  i m a g i n e  i t !  

As f o r  e p i p h y t i c  o r c h i d s  b e i n g  l a r g e  and n o t i c e a b l e ,  t h e r e  a r e  
a l s o  many v e r y  s m a l l  p l a n t s  w i t h  m i n u t e  f l o w e r s ,  f o r  example, i n  t h e  
Taen iophy? 7um genus, as ment ioned below,  and one o f  my f a v o u r i  t e s ,  
Oberon ia  t i t a n i a .  

Another  l e t t e r  w o r t h  s h a r i n g  i s  f rom a  Malanda member about  a  
t r i p  t o  C a r r i n g t o n  F a l l s ,  nea r  A t h e r t o n ,  i n  March.  

'The f a l l s  were i n  f u l l  f l o o d  wh ich  was a  bonus f o r  t h e  day .  
Most p ro !  i f i  c o r c h i d  f o u n d  t h e r e  was Geodorlrm d e n s i f  7orum, j u s t  
hundreds o f  them g r o w i n g  i n  open f o r e s t  i n  p r e t t y - w e l  l f u l l  sun. No 
f l o w e r s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  20-25cm p l a n t s  w i t h  d i s t i n c t l y  p l e a t e d  
1  eaves were e a s i  l y r e c o g n i  sed.  

'We a lmos t  needed a  m a g n i f y i n g  g l a s s  t o  s p o t  Taeniophy7 ? u , ~  
( p r o b a b l y  mue7 7 e r i )  on a  t r e e  ove rhang ing  t h e  c r e e k  be low t h e  f a l l s .  
Not  a  l e a f  - n o t h i n g  - j u s t  t h i n n i s h  r o o t s  on t h e  b ranch .  On t h e  
same t r e e  was a n o t h e r  m i  n i  a t u r e ,  P 7 e c t o r r h  i z a  t r i d e n t a t a ,  dang l  i ng 
i n  t h e  a i r  w i t h  j u s t  a  few r o o t s  t o  anchor  i t .  P l e n t y  o f  Dendrobium 
te t ragonum were t h e r e  t o o .  

' F u r t h e r  up t h e  c r e e k ,  g row ing  on r o c k s ,  was Dendrobium 
? i chenas t r t rm  ( a  v e r y  v a r i a b l e  s p e c i e s ,  we were t o l d )  a l s o  D. 
7 i chenas t rum war p r e n t i c e i ,  now gi\.len f u l  l s t a t u s  as  5 .  p r e n t i c e i .  

Ano the r  r o c k  grower was D. t o r e s s a e .  What a  l i t t l e  honey t h i s  one 
i s !  ! I n  t i g h t  c l u s t e r s ,  s o r t  o f  o v e r l a p p i n g  each o t h e r ,  w i t h  a  
c e n t r a l  channel  en a l m o s t  s p a r k l i n g  l e a v e s  t h a t  were an a t t r a c t i v e  
r e d d i s h  c o l o u r  i n  sunny s p o t s .  

' T h e r e  was p l e n t y  o f  Bulbophp!?um n e w p o r t i i  and some 8. 
D o w k e t t i a e .  When we found  Dendrobium c a n a l  i c u l a t u m ,  T r e v o r  t o l d  us 
how t h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  v e r y  v a r i a b l e  i n  c o l o u r .  He has seen t h e  t y p e  
f o r m  w i t h  y e l l o w  t i p p e d  f l o w e r s  w i t h  p u r p l e  l a b e l l u m ,  a  w h i t e  fo rm 
w i t h  y e l l o w  t i p p e d  f l o w e r s  and a f o r m  w i t h  brown t i p p e d  f l o w e r s .  I 
f i n d  t h i s  o r c h i d  v e r y  h a r d  t o  keep a l  i v e .  What i s  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ?  
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A w e l l  known N o r t h  Queensland grower t o l d  me t h a t  when a  s l a b  i s  
c o l l e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  o r c h i d  a t t a c h e d ,  t h e  paper  b a r k  l oosens  and a l  l o w s  
t o o  much wa te r  t o  t h e  r o o t s .  He i s  t r i a l  i n g  i t  on an  u p t u r n e d  
t e r r a c o t t a  p o t  w i t h  no g row ing  media wha teve r .  Losses o c c u r  even 
when p o t t e d  i n  g r a v e l ,  q u i  ncan, o r  o t h e r  p e r f e c t !  y  d r a i n e d  m a t e r i  a l  . 
I t h o u g h t  my c o o l  c l  i m a t e  h e r e  m i g h t  n o t  s u i t  i t ,  b u t  he i s  f r o m  a  
h o t t e r ,  d r i e r  c l i m a t e  and s t i l l  has prob lems.  l o  see t h i s  o r c h i d  i n  
f u l l  f l o w e r  en masse i s  a  most b e a u t i f u l  s i g h t .  Has anyone e l s e  had 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h i s  l i t t l e  b e a u t y ? ?  

'The re  was a l s o  d i s c u s s i o n  about  a  p l a n t  I had n o t  hea rd  o f  
b e f o r e ,  A c r i o p s i s  j a v a n i c a ,  f ound  i n  t h e  Mossman a r e a .  I t  i s  e a s i  1  y  
o v e r l o o k e d ,  as i t  i s  j u s t  a  t a n g l e  o f  t w i g g y  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  when seen 
i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t .  The pseudobul  bs a r e  embedded i n  a  tang1  e  o f  
w h i t e  much-branched a e r i  a l  r o o t s ,  resembl i ng a  r o u g h - l  o o k i  ng b i  r d  ' s  
n e s t .  I t  grows on t r e e s  w i t h  papery  b a r k  i n  exposed p o s i t i o n s ,  and 
has a  much-branched i n f l o r e s c e n c e  f r o m  J u l y  t o  O c t o b e r .  Ano the r  one 
t o  add t o  t h e  t r y - t o - s e e  1  i s t !  ' 

I had p lanned  t o  w r i  t e  a l i tt! e  about  i n s e c t  damage and t h e  
above r e p o r t s  on Cookies and D .  cana7icu7aturn g i v e  me jcrs t  t h e  r i g h t  
l e a d  { n ,  

The f i r s t  D. cana l icu7aturn  I bought  f l o w e r e d  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  
y e a r s  on a  Me7aTeuca 7eucadendron i n  s p i t e  o f  i n s e c t  damage. I used 
t o  sp ray  e v e r y  o r c h i d  I had w i t h  M a l a t h i o n  o r  C a r b a r y l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  Maidment programme I f o l l o w ,  about  once a  month, b u t  I g o t  t h e  
f e e l i n g  i t  a t t r a c t e d  more v a r m i t s  t h a n  i t  k i l l e d ,  so I gave i t  away. 
Ant  powder was good .i f i t  d i d n ' t  r a i  n .  I s t a r t e d  t o  c a r r y  a f l  y  swat  
w i t h  me when I f e r t i l i s e d  t h e  p l a n t s ,  and t o o k  a  whack a t  a n y t h i n g  
I saw moving,  I l ~ s t  two sma l l  seed l  i n g s  o f  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  I had t i e d  
i n t o  t r e e s ,  and had j u s t  about  d e c i d e d  t h a t  what c o u l d n '  t b e a t  t h e  
p r e d a t o r s  w i t h o u t  my h e l p  wou ld  j u s t  have t o  succumb. T h a t ' s  when 
some c r e a t u r e  o v e r p l a y e d  i t s  hand, and I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  l e t  i t  g e t  
away w i t h  i t .  

G n e  day 1 d i  scoiv;ered 5 c. can2 7 fcu7atcm t h  j t~ f i e ~ e ~ t  l e a v e s  
ea ten  o f f ,  b u t  I t h o u g h t  i t  m i g h t  s t i l l  f l o w e r .  I checked t h e  t r e e  
a t  n i g h t  and saw n o t h i n g  un toward .  Next  day h a l f  t h e  pseudobu lb  had 
been ea ten  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day t h e  whole t h i n g  had gone. The 
c r e a t u r e  t h e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n s  t o  a n o t h e r  D .  cana7 icu7atum 
on t h e  same t r e e .  T h i s  was a  much s m a l l e r  p l a n t  wh ich  I f e a r e d  wou ld  
n o t  s u r v i v e  s i m i l a r  t r e a t m e n t .  A nearby  D .  b ig ibburn  v a r  superbum 
a l s o  came under  a t t a c k .  The t r u c e  was o v r .  I have s i n c e  sp rayed  
a l l  new f o l i a g e  and i n f l o r e s c e n c e s  wherever  I ' v e  found  them w i t h  
Diazanon once a week and i f  i t  has r a i n e d  w i t h i n  two h o u r s  o f  
s p r a y i n g ,  I have a n o t h e r  go. The o n l y  c r e a t u r e s  I ' v e  d i s t u r b e d  have 
been h a i  r y  c a t e r p i  l l a r s .  I seem t o  be g e t t i n g  a  w i n  b u t  how l o n g  can 
I keep i t  up? 


