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It is just three months since our last newsletter was posted on
the 30th June, and in the interim we have passed through our cool
season - very pleasant it was too! ~ and are now on the brink of the
fong, hot months of our extended Summer. We've just had 10 days of
fine sunny weather after receiving 222 inches of rain over 152 days
to the end of August this vyear. In spite of, or because of, such
weather, cur garden, and the surrounding rainforest, is 1in pretty
good nick. We are enjoying a succession of spectacular flowerings of
plants exotic and native, and some of our local orchids have given
us much pleasure.

Of particular note was the fTlowering of Dendrobium tetragonum var
giganteum which occurs prolifically in the 'scrub’' around our area,
mostly fairly high up in trees that overhang water courses. These

rchids have had several fiushes of flower, and it is interesting to
note the minor variations of those that are easily visible. Some
flowers have more twisting in the sepals than others and the amount
of bioctching on the Tabelilum varies. The varietal name of giganteum
could be misleading since the fTlowers are only really gigantic in

—comparison with many of our other rainforest orchids. The flowers,

hcwever, are larger than other varities of D. tetragonum and the leaf
bearing sitems grow up to 10cm longer than its smaller relatives.

ASGAP POST CONFERENCE TOUR

As expected we were involved in the visit to cur area of SGAPers
from all cver Australia. Cairns and Tableland Branches combined to
host the group, and the weather man turned on five perfect days after
Brisbane's dank wet and cold. We were abie to show off some of the
orchids growing naturally in a couple of locations, though in spite
of careful preparations, I (Don) was unabie to find several of our
elusive specimens when the time came. Also, the view from the large
tour boat on the Russell River was far more restricted than the cne
we see from our eight foot punt, so the effect was somewhat lost.
(We've just heard news of a crocodile attack on a man in the Russell
River - the croc we saw was just biding his time).

We've done follow-up trips to Henrietta Creek, visited by the tour
group, and are pleased to report that the Zeuxine which at the time
we said was Romboda polygonoides are now in full flower. We have also
noticed colonies in at least two other areas at the Henrietta Creek
bora ground. This plant is 1in fact Zeuxine oblonga. Len Lawler has
*informed us that Zeuxine plovgonoides has been retaxed, and we will
pass on the details next time.

The £rias, eriaecides and queenslandica, are stubborniy refusing to
flower and sco allow us to confirm which species are where, and we
shall just as stubbornly continue to drive the 78+km to lock at them.

A big advantage of being able to speak with SGAP members from
all over Austraiia was to gain a wider appreciation of their attitude
to study groups in general, and our group in particular. We did
attract one new member - Welcome, Bev! The consensus of opinion was
that the Australian Native Orchid Scciety fulfilled most members’
requirements with regard to orchids. Perhaps the very term 'study
group’ is a Tittle off-putting with its implications of earnest
endeavour. It would appear that there is a wide membership of ANOS
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mong SGAF members, which leaves the SGAP Indigenous Orchid Study
Group in a somewhat superfiuous position. Our membership number is
tow, and unless we can achieve a wider spread of membership across
Australia, we may not achieve what may be seen to be the real aims
of a study group. We are therefore pleased that Pauiine's plea for
recognition in regional publications bore fruit in the Tasmanian and
Victorian State Bulletins. The Tasmanian Study Group LLiaison Officer
correctly comments that we 'are mostly about northern orchids,' and
there is a need for Tasmanian members to join the group and give
information on their plants. Qur Group doesn't have a single member
from Tasmania, South Australia or Western Australia, so unless we
pinch aiready published materiail, we will, unwilling gly, continue to
be 'mostly about northern orchids'. We're keen to Ne?comg new members
from anywhere, but in particular from +the South and West of
Australia. We blush to mention the write-up that Cherree Densley gave

us in the Victorian newslietter - it was the best membership promo any
study group could wish for, and we hope that it has results. Thank
you, Cherree; it was pleasure to make your acguaintance.

ASGAP ACTIVITIES

During the ASGAP conference in Brisbane there was a meeting of
study g"oup leaders, displays and talks by same, and a new Study
Group Liaison Officer was appointed. Jan Sked returns to the position

she held four years ago. There are some items of news from Jan's post
conference newsletter that should be passed on to cur members:

ASGAP 1is plannin
leaders, and is ¢
bonfmrgnre thare., A

to hold a teleconference between study group

idering a workshop in Canberra during the 2001
GAP plans to issue each member with a number,
which "must" be quot in membership applications/renewals to study
groups. A set of by-laws for study groups has been formulated. Most
items are pretty straagthorhard, but a few cause us some concern,
and we would 1ike members’' input before we comment on them to Jan.
The first is that we shouid publish annually a list of current
members' names and addresses, and alsoc send this list to Jan. QOur
attitude is that we will not publish our members' names and addresses
uniess we are given specific permission. We can see no purpose in
publishing such a list. (We have recently received two items of
unsciicited mail and believe that the address came from a SGAP
mailing list. Additicnally, ancther group to which I belong recently
advised of a member’'s complaint that she had been traced through a
tist of renewals due in the group's magazine. Their solution was that
members use a fictitious name for that membership! Pauline)

-‘(“D
R

Membership of study groups is to be restricted to SGAP members on!
but groups can ward '"Honorary Memberships®, which makes
restriction a bit unworkable.
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A group's funds sho u?d be held with a financial institution with the
Regional Study Group Liaison Officer as second signatory. We see this
as quite ampracf1rab1@ and as indicating a severe lack of confidence

in the probity of group leaders.

In general, the 1ist of by-laws is quite daunting at first sight,
although, one must suppose, necessary. We doubt that we would have
taken on the job had this list of by-laws been current at the time.
Perhaps our notion of the position of study group leader is at
variance with that of others. We see our role as co-ordinators rather
than as leaders. We believe, as we were told initially, that our
basic job is to receive news from members, coliate it andg publish it
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in a newsletter, with some input from us as to the direction of
investigations and the particular genera under discussion.

We also have to keep current membership Jiists and caretake the
group's finances. We have each year pubiished a financial statement
(there will be one in this newsletter) of the group's income,
expenditure and assets, but as far as travelling to Canberra for a
workshop goes, we can find several other uses for the (to us anyway )
very large expenditure involved.

Comments from members on the above are solicited and encouraged. If
you would like a copy of the proposed by-laws (five pages of smatll
type) let us know.

We believe that the best newsletters that we have put out in the
last four years have been those which have been written by the
members. All we had tc do was to arrange them and put in a few
comments. Input from members over the last three months has been
pretty light-on. We've had a wonderful rash of subscription renewals,
and we appreciate the vote of confidence that implies, but we do need
information about orchids in your area. Just a list of what you've
observed growing or flowering as you SGAP-about will give us
something to add to our files of information.

FINANCIAL REPORT 1/7/98 - 30/6/9¢

INCOME

{subscriptions @ $5, plus grants/donations) $190:00

Bank Interest 35
Balance Brought forward from 30/6/98 426:30 616:85
EXPENSES

Stationery $14:45

Postage 58:50

Printing 37:85 110:80
Balance on Hand at 30/6/89 505:85
Balances with Passbook - First Australian Building Society, account

No. 4121848 S1. (In fact it doesn't balance at all, there’'s a 2c
discrepancy that eludes me)

NOTE: Funds are held in a building society account, as is our own
fortune - we don't have a bank in Babinda any more. We are very
sclvent due to the large sum of working capital Len Butt bequeathed
to us with the Study Group. A balance of less than $500 would incur
monthly account fees which could be ruinous to a small or newly
established study group. The Building Society has told us that
interest is no longer payable on small accounts, but at least we
aren't paying fees. We could get 3% in our Pension account!

SEEDLINGS

Last newsletter Pauline mentioned orchid seedlings appearing 1in
our garden; we have since found more. We have an old Cherry Guava
{feijoa) about 3 metres in height, and about ten years ago planted
another in the hope of obtaining fruit. The plants flower but have
never fruited. They are, however, perfect hosts for epiphytes.
Pauline has placed a number of orchids in the larger guava, including
Dendrobium speciosum and Oberonia titania, and nature has added
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Asplenium australasicum, Platycerium hillii, and other, szsmaller
ferns. This year, perhaps due to excessive rain, the smaller guava
has died, and the larger one has defoliated considerably, probably
as a prelude to its demise. The branches thus revealed have shown
us a total so far of four small orchids previcusly hidden among the
leaves. We are not confident enough to make certain identification,
but Len Lawler suggests Thrixspermum platystachyvs and Plectorrhiza
probably tridentata, both of which occur in the area,. and that's good
enough for us. We have behind us a rainforest-covered mountain 860
metres high, and the 1,593 metre high Bellienden Ker range is cnily a
few miles away across the valiey, so seed from many things can find
its way to a suitable host under the right conditions.

About a year ago I sprinkled the seeds from several Cvmbidium madidum
seed pods onto various Platvecerium hillii in the garden. We had
previcusly noted that these two plants show a strong affinity for one
another in nature, and thought to effect a marriage. This week I was
delighted to find that at least one effort has been productive: A
Platycerium, stil1 attached *o part of its original host - a fallen
tree about 30cm diameter, was some time age placed in the fork of a
small Ficus racemosum, and we now have three robust, young Cymbidium
madidum growing out of the ends of the piece of log, and another on
the surface among the ferns. Each of the seedlings is about 10 cm in
length with four leaves, so they seem to be pretty well established.

I T Ot
BOOK REVICW

We are always glad to include a book review 1in cur newsletter.
We mentioned Alex Blombery's Growing Australian Orchids last issue,
and that brought to mind an older book of his, Australian Native
Plants by A.M.Blombery, published by Australian Natural Science
Library. First published by Angus & Robertson in 1967, reprinted
several times, revised in 1877 and 1979, our edition i= a 1988
reprint. We've had it for quite a while, so there may be further
reprints. The book is in three sections: Ferns and Fern-Allies,
Seed-Bearing and Flowering Plants (excluding orchids), and Orchids,
plus Glossary, Bibliography, Index etc, Each section is
self-contained and follows the headings Family Descriptions and
Generic Keys, Generic Descriptions, Propagation from Seed (Sbore)}
Vegetative Propagation, and Cultivation. There are numerous, very
clear, black and white drawings, and good black and white and some
colour photos. The text is easy to follow, not too technical, and
full of wisdom and easy to emulate growing methods.

Some taxonomy in our copy is out of date, as may be expectad in 13
years, but there are among us some who find that names such as
Galeola roll off the tongue more easily than Pseudovanilla and would
find this book 1ike an old friend. I've no idea whether it is
currently available, or what the price may be, but it is strongly
recommended to enthusiastic growers of native plants, with special
emphasis on ferns and orchids.

The Victorian Australian Plants Society Mail Order List of September,
1989, includes a number of volumes on native orchids. We would be
very interested to hear from members who are familiar with +the
following books, and who may care to give us an appraisal of their
contents and usefulness: Orchids, Cultivation of Australian Native,
2nd ed, ANOS, Orchids of SW Australia, Hoffman & Brown, Orchids of
Tasmania, SGAP Tasmania, and Orchids of Victoria, Backhouse & Jeanes.
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