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I t  i s  j u s t  t h r e e  months s i n c e  our  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r  was pos ted  on 
t h e  30 th  June, and i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  we have passed th rough  our  coo l  
season - v e r y  p l e a s a n t  i t  was t o o !  - and a r e  now on t h e  b r i n k  o f  t h e  
l ong ,  h o t  months o f  our  extended Summer, We've j u s t  had 50 days o f  
f i n e  sunny weather a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  222  inches  o f  r a i n  over 152 days 
t o  t h e  end o f  August t h i s  y e a r .  I n  s p i t e  o f ,  o r  because o f ,  such 
weather,  ou r  garden, and t h e  su r round ing  r a i n f o r e s t ,  i s  i n  p r e t t y  
good n i c k .  We a r e  e n j o y i n g  a  success ion o f  spec tacu la r  f l o w e r i n g s  o f  
p l a n t s  e x o t i c  and n a t i v e ,  and some o f  ou r  l o c a l  o r c h i d s  have g i ven  
us  much p l easu re ,  

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  was t h e  f l o w e r i n g  o f  Dendrubiurn tetragunurn war 
giganteurn which occurs  p r o l i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  ' s c r u b '  around our  area,  
m o s t l y  f a i r l y  h i g h  up i n  t r e e s  t h a t  overhang water  courses:  These 
o r c h i d s  have had seve ra l  f l u s h e s  o f  f l o w e r ,  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
n o t e  t h e  m i  nor  v a r i a t i o n s  c r f  t hose  t h a t  a r e  sas-t i ji v i s i b l e .  Some 
f l owe rs  have more t w i s t i n g  i n  t h e  sepa ls  t han  o t h e r s  and t h e  amount 
o f  b l o t c h i n g  on t h e  l a b e l  lum v a r i e s .  The v a r i e t a l  name o f  giganteum 
c o u l d  be m i s l e a d i n g  s i n c e  t h e  f l o w e r s  a r e  o n l y  r e a l l y  g i g a n t i c  i n  
cornpar-isan-vdi-t-h-man;.--of--~u~r--ot her-r-a-i nf ores*--or-ch-i ds-. T h e  -f- l~owers, 
however , a r e  l a r g e r  t han  o t h e r  v a r i  t i  es o f  D. tetragonum and t h e  1  e a f  
b e a r i n g  stems grow up t o  'Ocn l onge r  t han  i t s  s m a l l e r  re1  a t i v e s .  

ASGAP POST CONFERENCE TOUR 

As expected we were i nvo l  ved i n  t h e  t.ii s i  t t o  ou r  area o f  SGAPers 
f rom a7 I over  A u s t r a l  i a .  C a i  r n s  and Tabl  e l  and Branches combi ned t o  
h o s t  t h e  group,  and t h e  weather %an t u r n e d  on f i v e  p e r f e c t  days a f t e r  
B r i  sbane 's  dank wet and c o l d ,  We were a b l e  t o  show o f f  some o f  t h e  
o r c h i d s  grorvi ng n a t u r a l  l y  i n  a  coup le  o f  l o c a t i o n s ,  though i n  s p i t e  
o f  c a r e f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  I (Den) was unab le  t o  f i n d  severa l  o f  our  
e l u s i v e  specimens when t h e  t i m e  came. A l so ,  t h e  v iew f rom t h e  l a r g e  
t o u r  boa t  on t h e  Russe l l  R i v e r  was f a r  more r e s t r i c t e d  t han  t h e  one 
w e  see f rom our  e i g h t  f o o t  p u n t ,  so t h e  e f f e c t  was somewhat l o s t .  
(We've j u s t  heard  news o f  a  c r o c o d i l e  a t t a c k  on a  man i n  t h e  Russe l l  
R i v e r  - t h e  c r o c  we saw was j u s t  b i d i n g  h i s  t i m e ) .  

We've done f o l l o w - u p  t r i p s  t o  H e n r i e t t a  Creek, v i s i t e d  by t h e  t o u r  
group,  and a r e  p leased  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Zeuxine which a t  t h e  t ime  
w e  s a i d  was Romboda pu3ygonuides a r e  now i n  f u l l  f l o w e r  We have a1 so 
n o t i c e d  c o l o n i  es i n  a t  l e a s t  two o t h e r  areas a t  t h e  H e n r i e t t a  Creek 
b o r a  ground. T h i s  p l a n t  i s  i n  f a c t  Zeux ine  oblongs; Len Lawler  has 
* in fo rmed us t h a t  Zeuxine p3oygonoides has been re taxed ,  and w e  w i l l  
pass on t h e  d e t a i l s  nex t  t i m e .  

The Erias, e r i a e c i d e s  and queens?andica ,  a r e  s tubborn1 y  r e f u s i  ng t o  
.c r lower  and so a1 low us t o  c o n f i  r m  i ~ f i i c h  spec ies  a r e  where, and we 
s h a l l  j u s t  as s t u b b o r n l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  d r i v e  t h e  70+km t o  l o o k  a t  them. 

A b i g  advantage o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  speak w i t h  SGAP members f rom 
a1 1  over  A u s t r a l  i a  was t o  ga.i n  a  w ider  a p p r e c i a t i o n  ~f t h e i  r a t t i t u d e  
t o  s t udy  groups i n  gene ra l ,  and our  group i n  p a r t i c u l a i - .  We d i d  
a t t r a c t  one new member - iEv'elcome, B E V !  The consensus o f  o p i n i o n  was 
t h a t  t h e  A u s t r a l  i an N a t i v e  O r c h i d  S o c i e t y  f u l f i  1 l e d  most members' 
requ i rements  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  o r c h i d s .  Perhaps t h e  v e r y  t e rm  7 s t u d y  
g roup '  i s  a  l i t t l e  o f f - p u t t i n g  w i t h  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  ea rnes t  
endeavour. I t  woul d  appear t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a wide membership o f  AMOS 



among SGAF members, wh ich  l e a v e s  t h e  SGAP f n d i  genous O r c h i d  S tudy  
Grcup i n  a  some:vhat s u p e r f l u o u s  p o s i  t i o n .  O U T  membership number i s  
low,  and u n l e s s  w e  can a c h i e v e  a  w i d e r  spread o f  membership a c r o s s  
A u s t r a l i a ,  we may n o t  a c h i e v e  what may be seen t p  be t h e  r e a l  aims 
o f  a  s t u d y  group,  We a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p l e a s e d  t h a t  F a u l i n e ' s  p l e a  f o r  
r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  r e g i o n a l  p u b l  i c a t i o n s  b o r e  f r u i t  i n  t h e  Tasmanian and 
V i  c t o r i  an S t a t e  Bu: 1 et i n s .  The Tasmani an Study  Group ii a i  son O f i i  c e r  
c o r r e c t l y  comments t h a t  we ' a r e  m o s t l y  about  n o r t h e r n  o r c h i d s , '  and 
t h e r e  i s  a  need f o r  Tasmanian members t o  j o i n  t h e  q!-oup and g i v e  
- i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e i r  p l a n t s .  Our Groirp d o e s n ' t  have a  s i n g l e  member 
f rom Tasmania, South  A i - i s t r a l i a  o r  tYestera A u s t r a l i a ,  so  u n l e s s  we 
p i  nch a1 ready  pub1 i shed m a t e r i  a1 , we w i  11 , unwi 11 i n g l y ,  c o n t i   nu^ t o  
be ' m o s t l y  about  n o r t h e r n  o r c h i  d s '  . We' r e  keen t o  welcome new members 
f r o m  anywhere, b u t  i n  p a r t i ~ c a l a r  f r o m  t h e  South  and West o f  
A u s t r a l  i a .  We b l u s h  t o  men t ion  t h e  w r i t e - u p  t h a t  Cher ree  Dens ley  gave 
us  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  n e w s l e t t e r  - i t  was t h e  b e s t  membership promo any 
s t u d y  group c o u l d  w i s h  f o r ,  and we hope t h a t  i t  has r e s u l t s .  Thank 
you,  Cherree;  i t  was p l e a s u r e  t o  make you r  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  

D u r i n g  t h e  ASGAP c o n f e r e n c e  i n  B r i s b a n e  t h e r e  was a  m e e t i n g  o f  
s t u d y  group l e a d e r s ,  d i s p l a y s  and t a l k s  by  same, and a  new S tudy  
Group L i a i  son O f f i c e r  was a p p o i n t e d .  Jan Sked r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  p o s i t i c n  
she h e l d  f o u r  y e a r s  ago, There a r e  some i t e m s  o f  news f r o m  J a n ' s  p o s t  
con fe rence  n e w s l e t t e r  t h a t  shou!d  be passed on t o  c u r  members: 

ASGAP i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  h o l d  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  between s t u d y  group 
l e a d e r s l  and i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  workshop i n  Canberra d u r i n g  t h e  2001 
Conference t h e r e ,  ASGAP p l a n s  t o  i s s u e  each member w i t h  a  number, 
whi $3-h "must" be q i l o ted  i n  m e m b e r h i  p app l  i c a t  i ons/ renewal  s  t o  s t u d y  
g roups ,  A s e t  o f  by- laws f o r  s t u d y  groups  has been f o r m u l a t e d ,  Most 
i t e m s  a r e  p r e t t y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,  b u t  a  few cause us some concern ,  
and w e  would i l k e  members' i n p u t  b e f o r e  w e  comment on them t o  Jan. 
The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  we s h o u l d  p u b l i s h  annua' i ly  a  l i s t  o f  c u r r e n t  
members' names and addresses,  and a l s o  send t h i s  7 i s t  t o  Jan,  Our 
a t t i t u d e  i s  t h a t  we w i  l l n o t  pub1 i s h  o u r  members' names and addresses  
u n l e s s  we a r e  g i v e n  s p e c i f i c  p e r m i s s i o n ,  We can see no pu rpose  i n  
p u b l i s h i n g  such a l i s t .  (We have r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  two i t e m s  o f  
a n s o l i c i t e d  mai 1  and b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  address  came f r o m  a  SGAP 
mai l i ng 7 i s t  A d d i t i ~ n a l l y ,  a n o t h e r  g roup t o  wh ich  I b e l o n g  r e c e n t 7  y 
a d v i s e d  o f  a  member's c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  she had been t r a c e d  t h r o u g h  a  
li s t  o f  renewals  due i n  +he g r o u p ' s  magazine. T h e i r  s o l u t i o n  was t h a t  
members use a  f i c t i t i o u s  name f o r  t h a t  membership! P a u l i n e )  

Membership o f  s t u d y  groups  i s  t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  SGAP members c n l y ,  
b u t  groups can award "Honrsrary  membership^"^ wh-ich makes t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n  a b i t  unworkab le ,  

A g r o u p ' s  funds s h o u l d  be h e l d  w i t h  a  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
Reqi ona l  S tudy  Gro!rp L i  a i o n  O f f  ii c e r  as second s i  g n a t o r y ,  '3v"e see t h i  s 
as q u i r e  i m p r a c t i r , a b l e  and as i n d i c a t i n g  a  seve re  l a c k  of  cnnf i d c n c e  
i n  t h e  p r o b i t y  e f  g roup  l e a d e r s .  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  l i s t  o f  by- laws i s  q u i t e  d a u n t i n g  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t ,  
a l t h o u g h ,  one must suppose, necessa ry ,  We doubt  t h a t  we w o u l d  have 
t a k e n  on t h e  j o b  had t h i s  l i s t  o f  by- laws been c u r r e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  
Perhaps ou r  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t u d y  group l e a d e r  5s a t  
t .a r iance w i t h  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s :  We see o i l r  r o l e  as c o - o r d ?  n a t e r s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  as l e a d e r s .  We b e l i e v e ,  as we were t o l d  i t a l l y  t h a t  o u r  
b a s i c  j o b  i s  t o  r e c e i v e  news f r o m  members, c o l l a t e  i t  and p u b l  i s h  i t  
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i n  a  n e w s l e t t e r J  w i t h  some i n p u t  f r om us as t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  genera under d i s c u s s i o n .  

We a l s o  have t o  keep c -u r ren t  membership l i s t s  and ca re take  t h e  
g r o u p ' s  f i  fiances. We have each year  pub1 i shed a  f i  nanci  a1 s ta tement  
( t h e r e  w i l l  be one i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r )  o f  t h e  g r o u p ' s  income, 
expend i t u re  and asse ts ,  b u t  as f a r  as t r a v e l l i n g  t o  Canberra f o r  a  
workshop goes, we can f i n d  seve ra l  o t h e r  uses f o r  t h e  ( t o  us anyway) 
v e r y  7 a rge expendi t u r e  i nvo l  ved. 

Comments f rom members on t h e  above a r e  s o l i c i t e d  and encouraged. I f  
you would 1  i ke a  copy o f  t h e  proposed by- laws ( f i v e  pages o f  smal l  
t y p e )  l e t  us know. 

We be1 i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  n e w s l e t t e r s  t h a t  we have p u t  o u t  i n  t h e  
l a s t  f o u r  yea rs  have been t hose  which have been w r i t t e n  by t h e  
members. A l l  we had t o  do was t o  ar range them and p u t  i n  a  few 
comments, I n p u t  f rom members over  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  months has been 
p r e t t y  l i ght -on.  We've had a  wonder fu l  rash  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n  renewals,  
and w e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v o t e  o f  con f i dence  t h a t  i mpl i es, bu t  we do need 
i n f o r m a t i o n  about  o r c h i d s  i n  your  a rea .  J u s t  a  l i s t  o f  what you ' ve  
observed growing D r  f l o w s r i n g  as you SGAP-about w i l l  g i v e  us 
something t o  add t o  our  f i l e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  

F INANCIAL  REPORT 1/7/99 - 30/6/99 

INCOME 
( s u b s c r i p t i o n s  @ $5,  p l u s  g ran t s /dona t i ons )  $190:00 
Bank I n t e r e s t  35 

Balance Brought  f o rwa rd  f rom 30/6/98 426:30 616:6.5 

EXPENSES 
S t a t i  onery 
Postage 
P r i n t i n g  

Balance on Hand a t  30/6 /99 

Balances w i t h  Passbook - F i  r s t  A u s t r a l  i an Bui l d i  ng S o c i e t y ,  account 
No. 4121845 § I .  ( I n  f a c t  i t  d o e s n ' t  ba lance a t  a l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a  2c 
d i  screpancy t h a t  e l  udes m e )  

MOTE: Funds a r e  h e l d  i n  a b u i  l d i n g  s o c i e t y  account ,  as i s  our  own 
f o r t u n e  - w e  d o n ' t  have a  bank i n  Babinda ar?y more. We a r e  v e r y  
s o l v e n t  dire t o  t h e  l a r g e  sum o f  wo rk i ng  c a p i t a l  Len B u t t  bequeathed 
t o  us w i  t h  t h e  Study Group. A ba lance  o f  l e s s  t h a n  $500 would i nccr  
month ly  account  f e e s  which c o u l d  be r u i n o u s  t o  a  smal l  o r  newly 
e s t a b l i s h e d  s t u d y  group.  The B u i l d i n g  S o c i e t y  has t o l d  us t h a t  
i n t e r e s t  i s  no l o n g e r  payab le  on smal l  accounts ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  we 
a r e n ' t  pay ing  f e e s .  We couf d g e t  3% i n  ou r  Pension accoun t !  

S E E B L I  NGS 

Las t  news1 e t t e r  Paul i ne ment ioned o r c h i d  seedl  i ngs appear i  ng i n  
ou r  garden; we have s i n c e  found more, We have an 076 Cherry Guava 
[ f e i  j o a )  about  3 met res  i n  h e i g h t ,  and about t e n  years  ago p l a n t e d  
another  i n  t h e  hope o f  o b t a i n i n g  f r u i t .  The p l a n t s  f lower  b u t  have 
never f r u i t e d .  They a r e ,  however, p e r f e c t  h o s t s  f o r  ep i  phy tes .  
P a u l i n e  has p l a c e d  a number o f  o r c h i d s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  guavaj i n c l u d i n g  
D e n d r o b i u m  s p e c i o s u m  and Q b e r s n i a  titania, and n a t u r e  has added 



Asp7enium austra7asicum, P3a iycs r i u rn  hillif, and o ther ,  sn?aller 
f e r n s ,  T h i s  year, perhaps due t o  exce~sive r a i n ,  t h e  srnal l e r  guava 
has d i e d ,  and t h e  l a r g e r  oae has d e f o l i a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  p r o b a b i  y  
as a  p r e l u d e  t o  i t s  demise; The branches t h u s  r e v e a l e d  have shown 
u s  a  t o t a ' l  so f a r  OX f o u r  small o r c h i d s  p r e v i o u s l y  h i d d e n  among t h e  
l e a v e s ,  We a r e  not c o n f i d e n t  enough t o  make c . e r t a i  n  i den, t i  f i c a t i  on, 
b u t  L e n  C a w l ~ r  suggests  Thrixspermum p 7 a t y s t s c h y s  and Flectorrizi'za 
p r o b a b l y  tridcntata, b o t h  a f  w h i c h  occu r  i n  t h e  a rea ,  and t h a t ' s  good 
enough f o r  u s ,  We have b e h i n d  us a  r a i n f o r e s t - c o v e r e d  moun ta in  660 
me t res  h ? g h ,  and t h e  1,593 m e t r e  h i g h  Be! l enden  Ksr range i s  en1 y  a 
few m i l e s  away ac ross  t h e  v a l  l e y ,  so seed f r o m  many t h i n g s  can f i n d  
i t s  way  t o  a s u i t a b l e  h o s t  under  t h e  r i g h t  c o n d i t i o n s .  

About a  year  ags I s p r i n k l e d  t h e  seeds f rom s e v e r a l  Gyll;lbidil.im madidurn 
seed pods o n t o  v a r i o u s  P 7 a i y c e r j u m  577'17ii i n  t h e  garden.  Wc had 
p r e v i c u s l y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  two p l a n t s  show a s t r o n g  a f f i n i t y  f o r  one 
ano the r  i n  n a t u r e ,  and t h o u g h t  to e f f e c t  a  m a r r i a g e .  T h i s  week I was 
d e l i g h t e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  one e f f o r t  has been productive: A 
P!atycerium, s t i  ll a t t a c h e d  t o  p a r t  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  h o s t  - a  f a l l e n  
t r e e  about  30cm d i a m e t e r ,  was some t i m e  ags p laced  i n  t h e  f o r k  o f  a  
sma l l  Ficus  racemosumi and we now have t h r e e  r o b u s t ,  young Cymbidium 
madidurn grow ing  o u t  o f  t h e  ends o f  t h e  p i e c e  o f  l o g ,  and a n o t h e r  on 
t h e  s u r f a c e  among t h e  f e r n s .  Each o f  t h e  seed l  -i ngs i s  a b ~ u t  10 cm i n  
' length w i t h  f o u r  l e a ~ e s ,  s.3 t hey  seem t o  be  p r e t t y  we: I e s t a b ' i i  shed:  

We a r e  a lways  g ? a d  t o  i n c l u d e  a b ~ o k  r e v i e w  i n  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r .  
We ment ioned A! ex E l  ombery ' s  G r . ~ w i n g  A ~ ~ s t r a  f i a n  O r c h i d s  l a s t  i ssue, 
and t h a t  b r s u g k t  t o  mind an o l d e r  book o f  h i s ,  A ~ s s t i - a l i a n  Naf ive 
P f a n t s  by A . M .  Blornbery, pub l i shed  by A u s t r a l i a n  Natura7 S c i  enc.e 
L i b r a r y .  F i r s t  pub1 i s h e d  by Angus & Rober t son  i n  1967, r e p r i n t e d  
s e v e r a l  t imes ,  r e v i s e d  i n  1977 and 1979, our e d i t i o n  is a 1986 
r e p r i n t .  We've had i t  f c r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  so t h e r e  may be f u r t h e r  
r e p r i n t s .  The book i s  i n  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s :  Fe rns  and F e r n - A l l i e s ,  
Seed-Beari  ng and F l o w e r i n g  P I  a n t s  (excludi ng  o r c h i d s ) ,  and Orchids, 
p l u s  G lossary ,  R-i b l  iography, Index e t c .  Each s e c t i o n  i s 
se! f-contai ned and f o l  Ions t h e  head i  ngs Fami 1 y D ~ s c r ' !  p t i  ons and 
Gener i c  Keys,  G e n e r i  r, D e s ~ c r i p t ?  sns, P ropaga t ion  f r o m  Seed (S9or-el  
V e g e t a t i v e  F r ~ p a g a t i o n ,  and C u l t i v a t i o n .  T h e r e  a r c  numerous, v e r y  
c l e a r ,  b lack and w h i t e  drawings,  and good b l a c k  and w h i t e  and some 
c o l o u r  photos. The t e x t  i s  easy t o  f o l i o w ,  n o t  t o o  t e c h n i c a l ,  and 
f u i  1 o f  w4sdorn and easy t o  emu l a t e  g row ing  methods. 

Some taxrjrfomy i n  o u r  copy i s  out o f  da te ,  as may be expec ted  i r~ 13 
y e a r s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r 2  amsng us some who f i n d  that names such as 
G a 3 e o l a  r c l l  o f f  t h e  tongue  more e a s i l y  t h a n  Pseudoi/ani 7 ?a and w o u l d  
f i n d  t h i s  book l i k e  an o l d  f r i e n d .  I ' v e  no i d e a  whether  i t  i s  
c u r r s n t 2 y  a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  what t h e  p r i c c  may be, b u t  i t  i s  s t r - o n g i y  
recommended t o  e n t  hus i  a s t i c  growcrs of n a t i v e  p3 a n t s ,  w i  t h s p e c i  a1 
emphasis on f e r n s  and o r c h i d s .  

The V i  c t o r i  an A u s t r a l  i an P l  a n t s  Soc i  s t y  Mai 7 Order  i i  s t  o f  Septembei-, 
1999, i n c l u d e s  a number o f  volumes on n a t i v e  o r c h i d s .  We wou ld  be  
v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  hea r  f rom members who a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  
fo7 l o w i n g  books, and w h ~  may c a r e  t o  g i v e  us an a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e ?  r 
c o n t e n t s  and u s e f u l n e s s :  Orchids, CuTtivation o f  A u s t r a l  f a n  Na t i ve?  
2nd ed, ANOS, Orchids  o f  SW A u s t r a l i a ,  Hoffman & Brown, O.rchids s f  - 
iasmania,  SGAP ias i i lan i  a,  and Orchi ds o f  V i c t o r i a ,  Backhouse 24 Jeanes ,~ 


