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NEWSLETTER NO: 31 , June 2000. ISSN 1036-9651.

Group Leaders: Don & Pauline Lawie,
P O Box 230,Babinda Ql1d 4861.
Phone: 07 40 671 577.

Welcome to our last pre-GST Newsletter! Let's hope that
everything grows 10% faster and stronger after July one; it is highly
likely in view of the copious amounts of bull manure that have been
showered upon us over recent months.

In this issue we continue the endless saga of the wet season in
the Wet Tropics, some news of a rare orchid rescue in Victoria, a mention
of the only orchid to be named as a State Floral Emblem, news from members,
comments on Study Group publicity and communication, and more .....

Dendrobium bigibbum ,the Cooktown Orchid, featured in the
Gardening column of the Sunday Mail newspaper on June 4 2000,and we thought
that some of Ross McKinnon's (Curator of Brisbane's Botanic Gardens)
information is worth summarising:

The Cooktown Orchid had been unofficially regarded as a State
Emblem for some years,and in 1959, Queensland's centenary year, a
government-sponsored newspaper poll resulted in the orchid being proclaimed
the official floral emblem. It occurs naturally in a fairly small
geographical area of Cape York Peninsula, favouring locally well watered
areas, and grows naturally as both an epiphyte and a lithophyte. The
flowering period lasts for about six weeks between April and July, and in
the wild almost all flowers are purple in colour and about 4cm across,with
one or two spikes each bearing only a few flowers. In cultivation, flower
size and numbers have been encouraged to increase, and with self-
hybridizing from rare colour variants, a number of different flower colours
has evolved. Hybridizing with other species has also been successful, and
any orchid show in Queensland will be sure to include some breathtaking
examples of the orchid breeder's art.

Growing species Dendrobium bigibbum at home is simple in warm
parts of Australia: they take well to growing on trees,or in cooler
areas,will grow on a tree fern slab in a greenhouse. Fertilisgsing needs are
minimal - a squirt of weak Aquasol or similar occasionally - and the orchid

will flower consistently. Well, it will if the myriads of bugs that love to



suck the stems and munch the buds don't get at it first! Here,at the base
of Cape York Peninsula where the climate is far wetter than further
north,we are lucky to get a few flowers from our "cookies" and then only as
a result of much care. It's worth it though - as T write, we have a
golitary spike outside the bedroom window, bearing one gorgeous small
flower,with three more buds to come,glistening in the misty rain.

Here in North Queensland there is much concern about species
losses, both floral and faunal, as a result of the relentless spread of
human habitation.Various palliatives have been proposed,such as the "buy-
back the Daintree" scheme ( a generation too late),planting green corridors
by interested individuals and groups, and voluntary agreements between
landholders and government in which a rates remission is granted in
exchange for pledges to maintain the integrity of rainforest blocks.

It came as a surprise to learn that similar problems exist in
southern Australia, right in what we would regard as the suburbs of
Melbourne: The A.S.P. (SGAP) Victorian State Newsletter "Growing
Australian"” has in the last two issues - March & June 2000 - reported on a
rare orchid's discovery,virtually in the path of the bulldozer, and it's
regcue. An area of Kilsyth, in Maroondah Shire, was subdivided into five
acre blocks over ten years ago; most were partly cleared and built on, but
one in particular was purchased and kept for building a retirement home
when the owners were ready.The time for building came last year, and a
small colony of terrestrial orchids was found on the block. Investigations
proved that the plant was of a species unknown and undescribed. Provisional
naming titled it Caladenia sp aff venusta Kilsyth South. The Caladenia
genus (Spider Orchids) is very large - Dockrill mentions 134 species - and
not well understood. Propagation is very difficult; experts attempted to
replicate the plant under discussion by transplanting, seed growth and
tissue culture. All failed.

The matter finally came to a court case between Maroondah City
Council and the property owners. After a visit on site, the owners lost the
case and have been prevented from building. Attempts to obtain National
Heritage Trust funding to purchase the land, which adjoins a public
regerve, were unsuccessful.

We would be interested to hear members' comments on this matter.
On the one hand the rare orchid has been saved,if only for the time being.
On the other, the owners, who have presumably paid rates on 5 acres for
more than a decade,have had their retirement dream shattered and an

unsaleable block. Adjoining properties were part cleared and built on years



macphersonii has just finished flowering
page four
and has the tiniest seedpods.The big and showy ostentatious Cattleya,
cymbidiums etc.,which I see at shows leave me cold. It is these small
native ones that turn me on.This is obvicusly why we are all determined to
cultivate them to ensure they are here for posterity. Our Orchid Study
Group spreads knowledge and enthusiasm to this end, I feel."

Jan Sked wrote to us last October as Study Group Co-ordinator,
and appended some interesting orchid information; I (Don) filed it under
"coordinator" instead of "Next newsletter items" and found it when filing
the latest coordinator's letter. The info is well worth the wait - the area
is Pine Rivers, just north of Brisbane:

“ Aren't you lucky to have self-sown orchids. I have never had any,
although I have a number of orchids attached to the trees in my garden. I
have several Dendrobium speciosum on trees and in hollow stumps. This year
only one flowered and it had only one flower spike. I don't know why this
should be so. My Dendrobium kingianum are flowering better this year than
they have for quite a long time. I have them in a hanging basket of sandy
potting mix and they seem to do quite well there. The Dendrobium
gracilicaule all flowered in their various colour shades,but not as well as
last year, and the Dockrillia schoenina are still flowering.

I called up my database to refresh my memory about other orchids
that have been flowering and was amazed to find that I had 80 orchid plants
listed as having been in my garden,and I still have 57 of them listed as
existing. I must do a check again soon. The other 20 have all died or
disappeared (or been stolen).The existing ones are:

Bulbophyllum wadsworthii
Dendrobium aemulum 10 Dendrobium speciosum
Dendrobium bigibbum Dendrobium tetragonum

Dendrobium canaliculatum Den x gracillimum
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Dendrobium discolor Dockrillia linguiformis

22 Dendrobium gracilicaule Dockrillia schoenina

1 Dendrobium kingianum Dockrillia teretifolia

~ W U = =N

2 Dendrobium monophyllum Geodorum densiflorum.
1 Den sp -large leaf,probably a form

or hybrid of D Speciosum.

The ones that no longer exist are: Calanthe triplicata
Bulbophyllum newportii Cymbidium madidum

Bulbophyllum radicans Cymbidium canaliculatum



ago: perhaps the orchid once was more widespread in the area.How can this
matter be resolved to the satisfaction of all parties involved?

We welcome letters from members so that we can pass on their
trials, triumphs and general comments on our wonderfully diverse indigenous
orchids. Doreen, from the Atherton Tablelands in Queensland,wrote to us in
May this vyear:

" Late last year I got gquite adventurous and sent to Nesbitts
Orchids in S.A. for some terrestrials. How's your Pterostylis going? (Ed:
it drowned..) I have a couple of the hybrids above ground but not much
growth yet. Also got Diuris Corymbosa (W.A. Donkey Orchid) and Thelymitra
Goldfingers (nuda x antinnifera) but no show above ground with either of
them as yet. A local provenance Thelymitra nutans is in flower now, and
beautiful-a favourite of mine.This year though the plant is quite stunted
in comparison to normal growth height ;I have no idea why.I've had it for
three years so perhaps it's losing vigour. I repot it every year and had a
bonus of an extra tuber last time, but no growth on new tuber yet -perhaps
next year? All these terrestrials are a learning curve to me, but I'm
anxious to learn.My other terrestrials out in garden bed, Geodorum
densiflorum (neocaledonicum) put up leaves this year but so far no
flowers.I wonder whether its aspect is too shaded as a colony 1 saw near
Carrington Falls at Atherton was in almost full sun. I'11 decide on
shifting after waiting further for flowers.

" The greatest pleasure from terrestrials just now is my Phaius
tancarvilleae which is in flower., Tt surely is the Xing of our native
orchids!The one in flower just now is in quite deep shade (but good light).
Offshoots from Lhis I've planted in rather a soggy area in full sun because
that iz how I saw them growing at Yuruga Nursery at Walkamin. I am awalilling
results of this plant next year. Also must not forget to try to propagate
from the flowering stem of this . Have done it before by layering cut
pieces (containing nodes) in sand mix. Barely covered pieces otherwise they
rot off. No luck with my trials of Spathoglottis plicata flower stem in the
same manner,but I will persevere. I acguired Calanthe triplicata for the
first time last year so am anticipating its flowering later this year.

" With your Newsletter in mind
,I'11 tell you of a few flowerings just now.Bulbophyllum schillerianum is
in flower - God love it! Almost need a magnifyving glass to see them.
Tiniest orange flowers all along the elongated stem (or is this its
pseudobulb?). Same could be said for the Dendrobium lichenastrum & Den

malbrownii both in flower now with wvery small orange flowers .Bulbophyllum
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Pauline's effort: Every gardener knows the importance of climate on plants -
one man's weed is another's treasure. We all have unsuitable plants which with added
care we often raise successfully - for a short time. The Super Wet Belt during the last
18 months or so has heen the Exceptionaily Super Wet Beit and this year we have lost
exotics and also natives from drier areas. These included orchid host trees, in particular
the feijoa on which many seediings had grown. I now have to find new homes for
about a dozen plants. I'm not complaining; 1 just wish I'd taken more off trees and put
them inside sooner. I've saved a couple, including my best Dendrobium canalicutatum,
but have little hope for others. We also had an early sudden cold spell, followed by cold
drizzle and no sun. Even robust epiphytes, such as D. discolor, D. Jonesfi, D. nindii and
D. smillieae have had leaves turn black and drop off, which I imagine is pretty much
what happens to frosted plants. The first inflorence on our largest Cymbidium madidum
turned into black mush before the buds developed. Fortunately, there are several
others coming on now and if we can pick all the butterfly eggs off them, we should
have a good flowering. The two plants which revelled in all the moisture are D. bafleyi
and D. malbrownii which have flowered profusely over a several months. Interestingly,
both of these species have fine grass or fern like foliage and I wonder if this is
significant.

The effects that climate, recent weather conditions and altitude have on orchids
are enormous and 1 find it frustrating, not to mention embarrassing, trying to identify
even well known species outside my own milieu. With our high rainfall any orchids
growing locally are always bigger and more lush than the same species growing with
less water or at higher altitude. Then there's the confusion brought about by seedlings
which ook nothing like the aduit form. We are fortunate to share many outings with
Len Lawler who knows how o cope with brash enthusiasm. To wild guesses he
responds with: "T've been looking at how thick this leaf is", or "Did you notice the
shape of that leaf?" We also are encouraged to ponder why orchids which reproduce by
underground rhizome also have seed pods containing millions of seeds. (Does the
unidentified plant in our yard not flower hecause bf its massive vegetative
reproduction?) We have visited a site where six years ago the ground was carpeted
with one species and were able to find only two. Were we there at the wrong time?
Have conditions changed? One of our outings was a nursery craw! with the opportunity
to discuss surprisingly diverse commercial cuitural practices with owners as well as the
group, and to see exotic species similar to our own. I found I could learn about native
orchids by looking and listening to discussions about all orchids. These excursions have
renewed my conviction of the value to native orchid growers of outings with others
interested in plants. One never knows who will have some useful knowledge to impart.

SGAP members recently joined a tour of the infant Mareeba Tropical Botanic
Gardens. A Geodorum densiflorum, unknown to the Gardens committee, was found at a
site regularly slashed prior to redevelopment. It was noted and will be preserved. One
orchid enthusiast told of a house sitter who proudly reported having cut back that plant
after it had finished flowering. It was a prize D. bigibburm which was indeed finished. I
was horrified, but interested to learn that stems of some soft cane Dendrobiums are cut
off after flowering. Another member's house sitter failed to notice that the automatic
watering system had malfunctionad! It's all part of the adventure. Happy orchid
growing.



Page five.

Cymbidium suave Dendrobium ruppianum
Dendrobium discolor Dockrillia linguiformis
Dendrobium gracilicaule Geodorum densiflorum
Dendrobium kingianum Sarchochilug ceciliae
Dendrobium lichenastrum Sarchochilis falcatus
Dendrobium pugioniforme Sarcochilus olivaceus

All the orchids are attached to trees in the garden, except the Geodorum
densiflorum ,which is in the ground, and the Dendrobium kingianum,which are
in a hanging basket. I used to have a whole range of Dendrobium kingianum
in various colours,but only the most common pink colour now remains.

I don't have many books on orchids - just a 1969 edition of
Dockrill's "Australian Indigenous Orchids". "Tropical Orchids of Australia"
by Lavarack and Gray, "Australian Terrestrial Orchids" by Collin and
Dorothy Woolcock, and a little booklet by Barbara Mullins & Margaret Martin
called " Australian Orchids" ,which has some very nice photographs. There
are a number of orchids featured in SGAP's " A Horticultural Guide to
"

Augtralian Plants™.

STUDY GROUP NEWS: We have in past years commented on our shortage of study

group members and linked this with the dearth of publicity that study
groups receive in State Bulleting. We are therefore very pleased to repoert
that some State study group liasion officers are doing a very good job in
reading the various newsletters and condensing the contents for inclusion
in their state bulletins.We'd particularly like to mention Bob O'Neill's
two pages in the June Victorian issue, in which he includes snippets from
fully 24 study group ncwsletters, and Jeanctte Closs's reportg on five
study group's activities in the June issue of Tasmania's A.P.3. Newsletter
"Eucryphia".The Orchid Study Group rates a mention in Q1d SGAP's June
Bulletin. These small mentionsg are, we feel, sufficient to pigque the
interest of SGAPper's who may feel that the news presented is worth
following up,and may be induced to write with a sub to the study group of
their choice. A warm "Thank You'" to those liasion officers and State
Bulletin Editors who do give study groups good P.R.,and a continuing plea
to those who presently feel that other items are more important.

And that reminds me - this is the last letter in this fiscal
year,meaning that study group subscriptions are due. We'll hold it at $5

regardless of GST, and include a small account notification herewith.



