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I've dated this "September" but that's a fib since it's now
already mid-October. Pauline and I debated putting out an early edition,
but decided to leave it so we could mention all the wonderful orchids we
were going to see on our trip through "outback" Queensland.

We loaded our slide-on caravan on the ute,packed the gear in it,
and set off on Friday 31 August. The aim of the trip was to be part of a
work party at Myall Park,and make the trip down and back as interesting
and enjoyable as possible. We arrived home exactly five weeks later,with
all objectives satisfactorily achieved.

Myall Park Botanic Gardens are situated in south-east Queensland,
on the western edge of the Darling Downs, in the middle of a sort of a
large geoygraphic square made by the towns of Roma, Miles, Moonie and St
George. It could be argued that Myall Park is a place of pilgrimage for
all A.S.G.A.P. MefMbers. The Gardens were devised by David Gordon A.M.,
commencing in the 1940s and his involvement ended with hig death this
year at the age of 102 years. His many honours in recognition of his
outstanding contributions to the knowledge and use of Australian plants
included his becoming one of the earliest Life Members of S.G.A.P.

Most people know of David Gordon and Myall Park as the person and
the place where the Grevillea Robyn Gordon appeared, followed by two
other Grevillea hybrids also named after Dave's daughters: Sandra Gordon
and Merinda Gordon. Plantings of these three Grevilleas are the first
thing to claim the attention of the visitor as one arrives at the Gardens
Gallery, and many other Grevilleas from around Australia are planted in
the wvicinity.

Grevilleas are only a part of Myall Park however; a myriad of
species of Australian dryland plants thrive here, all carefully planted
in the places most suiable to their growth,scientifically recorded and

tended. The place is vast - 132 hectares of gardens occupying an elevated



area with a large man-made lake below it to provide water in this very
dry country. (The dam for the lake was constructed by a Joh Bjelke
Petersen before he entered politics!). A 4 km loop road meanders through
the Gardens, taking the self-drive visitor past labelled main thematic
plant sections,with stopping places for closer investigation, picnics
etc. The highlight is the Grevillea clump containing the three original
Gordon Grevilleas and their parent plants. David planted Grevilleas from
Western and Eastern Australia in close proximity in the hope that a
natural hybrid would occur: he was guccessfull

The Gardens are now managed by a Committee,with most maintenance
being done on a voluntary basis. SGAP Qld has for some years organised a
work party in the April period, and a few of us from the Cairns area
contacted Lyn & Peter Reilly (who organise the SCGCAP workers)to see
whether we cculd visit and be of use. The coriginal plan was to visit the
garden then go on to the ASGAP Canberra conference, and some of us did
30, but we could not afford the extra time and distance.

Our party finally numbered eight willing workers,and we put in a
very rewarding time, working on a set of Jjobs prepared for us. We also
managed time to wander the gardens, have lots of smokos and chats,and
enjoy a "Happy Hour" in a different, enchanting spot at the end of each
day. We can thoroughly recommend a visit/pigrimage to Myall Park as a
place of inspiration to all SGAP members.

"Isn't this an Orchid Newsletter?" do I hear you say? I defy
anyone who goes to Myall Park to not be totally carried away with
enthusiasm for the place,and I make no apology for going on - T've only
touched the surface, have a look yourselves and become caught up in the
magic of Myall Park. We did see some orchids there; two species are
recorded for the area, an epiphyte, Cymbidium canaliculatum, and a
terrestrial, Caladenia caerulea ssp caerulea.

The Caladenia's flowering period may extend to September, but we
found no sign of them in spite of intensive searches in a number of
likely areas. There is an unconfirmed report of a different terrestrial
genus in the Park, and the Managing Committe is keen to have news of any
finds. We are already dreaming of a return work party next year, a bit
earlier so that we can go on to the Queensland SCAP conference on the
Gold Coast . This may give us a chance to search for terrestrial orchids
in flower in the park and map their locations for future reference.

If any Orchid Study Group members (or indeed, any SGAP'ers) are

interested in being part of this projected activity, let us know and we



will make some plans.
CYMBIDIUM CANALICULATUM: This is the epiphytic orchid found at

Myall Park, in some profusion. Indeed, this was the only native orchid
that we saw throughout our 5,000 km travels in central-western Queensland
from the border area to the latitude of Cairns. We first saw this orchid
in the wild growing in a large Eucalyptus pachyphylla,safely ensconced in
the end of a broken branch where the tree's annual decorticifation (is
that a word or did I invent it?) can not dislodge the epiphyte.

Cym canaliculatum seems fairly catholic in its choice of a
tree,with species being less important than large size and broken branch
ends. Ironbarks and Bloodwoods are the most frequent hosts,mainly because
these are the biggest trees. At Myall Park we saw them on narrowleaf
ironbark (Eucalyptus crebra) and also on the beautiful brown trunked E
salubris (Gimlet Gum) - one notable specimen had three healthy orchids
preparing to burst into flower. Something we noted of great interest to
us was the profusion of fruit on the Cym canaliculatum in the south-
western areas. Three or four healthy pods per plant were common in Myall
Park, wheras we have yet to see a fruit on a plant in the area north of
the Lake Eyre catchment. Flowers in the north of the State are generally
a rich dark red (var Sparkesii) which gives this plant the common name of
Black Orchid. The specimens we saw in the Southern areas were all of a
much paler colour,a greenish-yellow. A household garden in the town of
Surat had a specimen which exhausted our superlatives; it had hundreds of
flowers, dozens of fruit, all at a level to be viewed from the street
instead of the usual "fifty feet up a gum tree".

We passed through the town of Greenvale on 1 September and
noticed an cld Cym canaliculatum in a street ironbark which probably
preceded the town's settlement. The orchid was in full, unopened, bud on
One Sept and when we returned on 2 October the flowers had all been open
for some time and were pretty well spent - an interesting time line on
the flowering period of one of these plants.

We spotted many Cym canaliculatum, and their appearance semed to
be only limited by the presence or absence of suitable large trees.
Hundreds of kilometers of Brigalow, Mulga or Mitchell grass plains would
be bare of orchids, but as soon as a reasonable forest cover appeared the

Black Orchids were there.



#

The following piece of information was originally published in the Nowra

(A.P.S.) Group Newsletter Nov/Dec 2000, and we noticed it in "Native
Plants" April 2001:
"ORCHID IN A LOG... An experiment - what do you do when offered a large

orchid with one metre long roots and falling out of a decomposed stump
soon to be flattened by a bulldozer? Take it home of course. Now you
have the problem of finding something big encugh to put it in. So, after
several days of thinking and searching, I came across a 3 metre long
hollow log which had been on the ground for some years and had rotted
through one side along its length. I cut this in half, giving me two
gutter shaped logs 1.5 metres long. I then filled one with a mixture of
old pine bark and mulch, laid out the orchid roots along the log, heaped
more bark and mulch on top, and then placed the other log on top of it
and wired them together. When stood upright I had a 1.5 metre stump with
an orchid sticking out the top!

Did it work? After eight months there are new leaves and ten

"

large flower spikes - I am elated.

The Wildflower Society of Western Australia Newsletter of May

20017 has a fascinating article about the Hobart Botanical Gardens
Subantarctic Plant House (reprinted from EUCRYPHIA ,Newsletter of APS
Tasmania) .We saw some of this Plant House on "Gardening Australia" TV, and
reckoned Outback Queensland is a nice easy place to live! Plants featured
from Macquarie Island, where the average temperature is 4.8 degrees

C.,include the tiny terrestrial orchid Corybas ienemus(?). Plants of the

genus Corybag are alsc found in Australia,S.E.Asia, New

Polynesia. Can we not wonder at the persistence and adaptability of
orchid plants that can survive and flourish in such impossibly different
climatic areas?

From Pauline. When we returned from last year's trip I found no
sign of the inflorescence I had been watching intently on a plant I had
never seen flower. My records show many entries of "looks like ...",
"can't be ... ps too big", "must be ...", "can't be", looks like ...".
This year there were several inflorescences and I watched as one by one
they eaten off, but one remained and started to come into bud. I
commigsioned a neighbour to take photographs for me. To my delight it was
still in full flower when we returned,but - it has declared itself to be
a Dendrobium discolor, exacly like the other ten or so we have. This
plant has been in the same place for the last 25 yvears while others, also
brought here with us, have flowered faithfully every year. What the
lesson is in this I'm not too sure; maybe it's "don't wait - relocate".

lhat's what I intend to do with another nonflowerer.



