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Asst: Brian Runnegar - 07 - 2861164

Greetings, Cne and All,

Judging by the ever growing interest in this young group,
we started with three members about two years ago, now
ve are sixteen strong, not so far very active, but all
very welcome, Seems, that the further away the stranger
the intercest to judge by the number of "asmanian and Jost

Australian members,

Come on Queensland, lets have a lot of articles, this is
the state of most of the epiphytes, so should produce the
best resmonse. To make things a little more arduous, we
have new younger botanists determined to change all the
existing nomenclature, confusion could reign, if L let it,
but I am at least one who is not going to toss away a
collection of indigenous orchid becoks gained through a lot

of scrimping and saving.

Add to this the big worry of bank charges for small accounts,
This problem alone, with only sixteen members would drive the
less enthusiastic up the wall. 4s it is, subs never come in
on due cate, and the bank takes two dolla s every month

because the account is small.

tihen I was a lot younger, it gave me great pleasure to rord
creeks, walk in coast swemps and scramble up steep hills just
to find another species. 1t still does, but my body is not

made for it.

althouzh there is much to be sagid for the thousands, of bizarre
and besgutiful hybrids that have come to us over the nmany years
since the dawys of illiaw Cattley, L still find the unigue
beauty of small native orchids, and specles orchlus 01 many

countr.es, ihe nmost tasclnating,.

L, FP. Burs
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Dendrobium mortil. (F. Mueller)

Epiphytic orchid in the pencil orchid type, encompasses
another species Den. tenuissiimum named later by Rev. Rupp.
Great clumps of this plant can be very spectacular hanging
pendulous from branches and from rainforest trees, endemic
to south-east Queensland, and to northern N.S.W. little
flowers form upside down, in clusters from the bases of the
cylindrical psuedo-bulbs.

Florets are pale green to dark green with a white labellum.
This orchid is easily grown on tree fern slabs in a bush-house
or shade house in northern N.S.W. but some difficulties can
arise in hot humid areas of upper s.e. Qld. Needs cool air
movement. Quite often mistaken for and confused with

Den. bowmanii, which has many similarities.

Dendrobium striolatum (H.G. Reichb..) probably the only good.....
growing dendrobium in Tasmania where it grows into a much
sturdier plant than its counterpart in Victoria. Our most
southern Dendrobium, small flowers but each is very beautiful
when viewed through an inspecting glass,known as the streaked
rock orchid a name very evident when we see the red stripes
along the ochre-gold sepals. The frilly labellum is white.
Grows into massive formations over rocks and boulders,
transplants well to cork or a good hardwood. Have seen it
doing well on weathered fence palings. Grows Tasmania, the
islands of Bass Strait, Victoria, and lower parts of southern
N.S.wW.

(come on Tasmanians, let us hear more of your orchid.)
Leader's note.



SOME TO THINK ABOUT

Seeing this is again August, and in south~east Queensland

and north N.S.W. the glorious king orchid or rock 1ily,
depending on where you live is coming into bud and in warmer
parts even flowering.

Dendrobium speciosum is still the showiest of the early spring
epiphytes, A.W. Dockrill in his famous book Australian
Indigenous Orchids 1969 describes it thus, (at that period it
was a species of five varieties, one of them having two forms).
QUOTE.. a rather small to very large epiphyte or lithophyte
sometimes growing into huge masses which cover a whole rock
face (unquote).

David L. Jones, in his excellent work 1988 describes and updates
this orchid, and reading from this volume:- '
Dendrobium speciosum, dendrobium speciosum var. bancroftianum—
dendrobium speciosum Jonesii ssp., bancroftianum, dendrobium
speciossum var., curvicaule, dendrobium speciosum var.,

grandiflorum, dendrobium speciosum speciosum speciosum var.
sSpeciosulne s«

Illustrated here are two of these varieties.

First described by J.E. Smith, and still probably our best
known orchid, it has a very wide distribution, being recorded in
its varietal forms from far northern Queensland to parts of
southern N.S.W. This orchid was primarily thought to be mostly
a lithophyte growing on rocks but this is not the case for it
occurs on rock faces. Usually found in coastal areas, but
recorded as much as 300 kilometres inland. Although here it
favours our few remaining rainforests, further south it occurs.
in several frost areas, Growth can be stunted according to
conditions or in some varieties immense with several hundred
flower spikes on the one huge clump flower colour can be pure
white, off white cream, cream with tinting or to the deepest
daffodil yellow.

My particular favourite is the variety grandiflorum with its
large leaves, very ribbed psuedobulbs, and huge yellow spike

of really large florets, at least twice the size floret of
other types. Add to those , the uniqueness of the variety
curvicaule with its very curved bronzey red psuedobulbs that
conform to the shape of its host.

Hoping this article will encourage members to tell us more of

D. speciosum in their own areas.



Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii

FIG. 34
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£6G. 35
Dendrobium striolatum
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FIG. 36

Dendrobium tenuissimum
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