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G r e e t i n g s ,  One and  A l l ,  

J u d g i n g  b y  t h e  e v e r  gro.v:ing i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  young g r o u p ,  

w e  s t z . r t e d  w i t h  t h r e e  ?!]embers a b o u t  two :e=s a g o ,   no^ 

we a r e  s p x t e e n  s t r o n g ,  n o t  s o  f a r  v e r y  a c t i v e ,  b u t  a l l  

v e r y  welcome. Seems,  t h a t  t h e  f u r t h e r  away t h e  s t r a n g e r  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  t o  j udge  by  t h e  number o f  T a ~ r i ~ a n i a i  and. ','/?st 

A u s t r a l i a n  members. 

Gome on G u e e n s l a n d ,  l e t s  h a v e  a l o t  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  t h i s  i s  

t h e  S t a t e  o f  mos t  o f  t h e  e p i p h y t e s ,  s o  s h o u l d  p r o d u c e  t h e  

b e s t  r e s y o n s e .  To make t h i n g s  a l i t t l e  n o r e  a r d u o u s ,  we 

h a v e  n e a  younge r  b o t a n i s t s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  change  a l l  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  n o m e n c l a t u r e ,  c o n f u s i o n  c o u l d  r e i g n ,  i f  I l e t  i t ,  

b u t  I ara at  l e a s t  o n e  .:ho i s  n o t  :;oirig t o  t o s s  a'cfay a 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i 2d igenou . s  o r c h i d  b o o k s  g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  a l o t  

o f  s c r i m p i n g  and  s a v i n g .  

udd t o  t h i s  t h e  b i g  a o r r y  o f  bank  c h a r g e s  f o r  small a c c o u n t s .  

T h i s  p rob lem a l o n e ,  ~ i i t i ~  o n l y  s i x t e e n  nernbers  a o u l d  d r i v e  t h e  

l e s s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  u.? t h e  w a l l .  .c.s i t  i s ,  s u b s  nc,ver co!.:e i n  

on  d.ue d a t e ,  and. t h e  banlr t a k e s  t i20  d o l l a ~ s  e v e r y  rnonth 

b e c a u s e  t h e  a c c o u n t  i s  small. 

ave ne g r e a t  p l e ~ s u - ~ e  t o  l o r d  3hen  I w a s  a l o t  y o u n g e r ,  i t  g- 

c r e e k s ,  x a l k  i _ r l  c o a s t  s!:la.r;rps scrarnble  alp s t e e p  h i l l s  j u s t  

t o  f i n d  a n o t h e r  s 2 e c i e s .  ~t s t i l l  d o e s ,  b u t  ay body i s  n o t  

made f o r  i t .  

~ l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  t o  b e  s a i d  f o r  t h e  t h o u s a n d s ,  o f  b i z a r r e  

and b e z - u t i f u l  h y b r i d s  t h a t  hz~:e come t o  u s  o v e r  t h e  :>.any y e a r s  

s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  :!illiai:; C a t t l e y ,  I s t i l l  f i n d  t h e  u n i q u e  

b e a u t y  o f  small n a k i v e  o r c h i d s ,  ana s1pec1.e~ o r c n l u s  o i  mbny 

c o u n t r ~ e s ,  ~ n e  i;:osl; r a s c l n a c l n g .  



Dendrbbium mor t i l .  (F. Mueller) 

Epiphytic orchid  i n  t h e  p e n c i l  orchid  type ,  encompasses 

another  spec ies  Den. tenuissiimum named l a t e r  by Rev. Rupp. 

Great clumps of t h i s  p l a n t  can be very spec tacu la r  hanging 

pendulous from branches and from r a i n f o r e s t  Crees, endemic 

t o  south-east Queensland, and t o  f ior thern N.S.W. l i t t l e  

f lowers  form ups ide  down, in c l u s t e r s  from t h e  bases  of t h e  

c y l i n d r i c a l  psuedo-bulbs. 

F l o r e t s  a r e  pa le  green  t o  dark green wi th  a white  labellum. 
This orchid i s  e a s i l y  grown on t r e e  f e r n  slabs i n  a. bush-house 

o r  shade house i n  n o r t h e r n  N.S.W. but some d i f f i c u l t i e s  can 

a r i s e  i n  hot  humid a r e a s  of upper s e e .  Qld. Needs cool  a i r  

movement. Quite o f t e n  mistaken f o r  and confused wi th  

Den. bowmanii, which has  many s i m i l a r i t i e s .  

Dendrobium s t r i o l a t u m  (H.G. Reichb..) probably t h e  only good _ , . .. . . 

growing dendrobiwn in  Tasmania where i t  grows i n t o  a much 

s t u r d i e r  p lan t  than i ts  counterpar t  in  Vic tor ia .  Our most 

southern Dendrobium, small f lowers  but  each i s  very b e a u t i f u l  

when viewed through a n  i n s p e c t i n g  glass,known as t h e  s t reaked 

rock orchid a name ve ry  evident  when we see  t h e  r ed  s t r i p e s  

a long t h e  ochre-gold sepa l s .  The f r i l l y  label lum i s  white. 

Grows i n t o  massive format ions  over rocks  and boulders ,  ' 

t r a n s p l a n t s  we l l  t o  cork o r  a good hardwood. Have seen it 
doing we l l  on weathered fence pa l ings .  Grows Tasmania, t h e  

i s l a n d s  of B a s s  S t r a i t ,  V i c t o r i a ,  and lower p a r t s  of southern 

N.S.W. 

(come on Tasmanians, l e t  u s  hear  more of your orchid.)  
Leader 's  note .  



SOME TO THINK ABOUT 

See ing  t h i s  i s  again August, and in  s o u t h - e a s t  Queens land  

and n o r t h  N.  S.W. t h e  g l o r i o u s  k i n g  o r c h i d  o r  r o c k  l i l y ,  

depending on where you l i v e  i s  coming i n t o  bud and i n  warmer 

p a r t s  even f l o w e r i n g .  

Dendrobium speciosum i s  s t i l l  t h e  s h o w i e s t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g  

e p i p h y t e s ,  A.W. D o c k r i l l  i n  h i s  famous book A u s t r a l i a n  

I n d i g e n o u s  O r c h i d s  1969  d e s c r i b e s  i t  t h u s ,  ( a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  i t  

w a s  a s p e c i e s  of f i v e  v a r i e t i e s ,  one  of them h a v i a g  two f o r m s ) .  

QUOTE.. a r a t h e r  s m a l l  t o  v e r y  l a r g e  g p i p h y t  e  o r  l i t h o p h y t  e  

sometimes growing i n t o  huge  masses  which c o v e r  a whole r o c k  

f a c e  (unquo te )  . 
David L. J o n e s ,  in  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  work 1988  d e s c r i b e s  and u p d a t e s  

t h i s  o r c h i d ,  and  r e a d i n g  from t h i s  volume:- 

Dendrobium spec ioswn ,  dendrobium spec ioswn  v a r .  bancro f t i anum-  
dendrobium spec ioswn  J o n e s i i  s s p . ,  b a n c r o f t i a n u m ,  dendrobium 
spec iossum v a r . ,  c u r v i c a u l e ,  dendrobium speciosum v a r . ,  
g r a n d i f l o r u r n ,  dendrobium speciosum spec ioswn  speciosum v a r .  
speciosurn.. .  

I l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e  a r e  two o f  t h e s e  v a r i e t i e s .  

F i r s t  d e s c r i b e d  by J.E. Smith,  and  s t i l l  p r o b a b l y  o u r  b e s t  

known o r c h i d ,  i t  h a s  a v e r y  wide d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  b e i n g  r e c o r d e d  i n  
i t s  v a r i e t a l  forms from f a r  n o r t h e r n  Queensland t o  p a r t s  o f  

s o u t h e r n  N.S.W. T h i s  o r c h i d  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  t h o u g h t  t o  be m o s t l y  

a 1 . i t h o p h y t e  g r o w i n g  on r o c k s  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  i t  
o c c u r s  on r o c k  f a c e s .  U s u a l l y  found i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s ,  b u t  

r e c o r d e d  as  much as 300 k i l o m e t r e s  i n l a n d .  Al though h e r e  i t  
f a v o u r s  o u r  few r e m a i n i n g  r a i n f o r e s t s ,  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  i t  o c c u r s  

in  s e v e r a l  f r o s t  a r e a s ,  Growth can  b e  s t u n t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

c o n d i t i o n s  o r  i n  some v a r i e t i e s  immense w i t h  s e v e r a l  hundred 

f l o w e r  s p i k e s  on t h e  one  huge  clump f l o w e r  c o l o u r  can  b e  p u r e  

w h i t e ,  o f f  w h i t e  cream, cream w i t h  t i n t i ng  o r  t o  t h e  d e e p e s t  

d a f f o d i l  ye l low.  

Ny p a r t i c u l a r  f a v o u r i t e  i s  t h e  v a r i e t y  g r a n d i f l o r u m  w i t h  i t s  

l a r g e  l e a v e s ,  v e r y  r i b b e d  psuedobu lbs ,  and  huge y e l l o w  s p i k e  

o f  r e a l l y  l a r g e  f l o r e t s ,  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  t h e  s i z e  f l o r e t  o f  

o t h e r  t y p e s .  Add t o  t h o s e  , t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  

c u r v i c a u l e  w i t h  i t s  v e r y  cu rved  b r o n z e y  r e d  psuedobu lbs  t h a t  

conform t o  t h e  shape  o f  i t s  h o s t .  

Hoping t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i l l  encourage  members t o  t e l l  u s  more of 

D. spec ioswn  i n  t h e i r  own a r e a s .  






