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Newsletter 43 June, 2003

ome of our members were involved in organising and working at the 38th Tropical North
Queensland Orchid Conference held in Atherton in early June. It was good to see them
and what a marveilous job they did. I enjoyed the conference very much and no doubt
earned a few things, but it is disappointing to see that native species excite so little
lnterest. Of course, many are not in flower at this time of the year and because of size and
growth habit some cannot be transported for competition or dispiay purposes. As I
mentioned in Newsletter 40 I wrote a piece for the booklet given to registrants. Here it is:
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Don and I left New Guinea in 1970 to settle in Babmda, his | ome town. .o me tthat
gtoi

were the expensive corsage a bloke bought when tryin
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As a pharmaceutical chemist, Don had close contact with the hospital staff. Doctor Alan Briggs had
ite a few orchids in his back yard — I'm sure some were payment for services rendered — and he took
pleasure in showing off their flowers; we took pleasure in viewing them. When one of the nurses, Olga
Radnitsky, presented me with a huge vase of Vandas, Iwas more than impressed and she became a friend
for life. Nurse Olga had an eclecti ade house. It took just the slightest hint of interest
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Was glven the occasional plant Wéth lenty of advice as to its

the time were Billy Fels, 3t and of course Jack Wiikie.

is well known.
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\We, our four children, and our few orchids moved to East Russell at the end of 1976. They were
mostly piants Alan Briggs had extracted from his consignment to Brisbane on relocation; he had Watered his

vy Avoaraaainht

plants well beforehand and they were way over-weight.
Seeing orchids in their natural habitat along the Russell River and the adjacent mountains which we
explored whenever possible fuelled my interest. There was so much more to orchld than the big showy
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..owers epitomised by the cnl' "ges Don concentrated on trees and joined the Society for Growing
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ur own backyard. On these trips

soon realised J‘at when ar‘\/ ne Ol]l'ld an orchid ‘h" stuck pretty « Jlose to TLer
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to learn whatever I could. One of the first thlngs I learned was that Len was keen to he Ip anyone who
[

i

showed an interast. It took me a bit -\".le"u'_:;-=r to find out that T had started an ap;‘:'“nuces”ip with one of the
best in the business, Len Lawler.
£ H 1
Len dad.lt pass \_ut information easily. He made us alt work for it by casually making suggestions as
i r adicting us, using
~ AT
i) ! 1

Y- i
. He built cur confidence very sui
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e»presa:ons such as, think might be ...” If Len was not on a particular trip, the orchi m onto
Mary Gandini, who was, and is, also very generous in sharing her considerable knowledge
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Dockrifl and Jones appeared on our book shelves beside the tree books. Don'’s interest in orchids expanded
and we started buying plants. In an attempt to learn more we applied to join the ASGAP Indigenous Orchid
Study Group, which at that time was led by Len Butt. Our membersiip was refused on the grounds that the
Study Group was to be dishanded due to Len’s failing health. With a great I‘,ap of faith Don decided we
could lead the Study Group, after being assured we need not be ey ‘perts to collect, collate and disseminate
mformatron As leaders we f'OrTTpOS"d our first newsletter in September 1995, This, together with ali ASGAP
study group newsletters, is archived in the L ibrary at the Australian National Botanic Gardens.

As the name suggests, the Indigenous Orchid Study Group covers all aspects of native archids.
Because of the diverse habitats and the ephemeral nature of some species, it's not possible to conduct far-
reaching research, but the Study Group does raise the profile of orchids among growers of Australian plants.
Having the Ie:rIMShrp of the gloup in Far North Queensland has definitely increased awareness of all things
orchidaceous amona many pecple here, Our neighbours over a wide area all grow orchids. They are also
quite enthusiastic about what we consider to be the best resuit of our Study Grorup involvement — the
growing of seedlings, flask grown from local seed, of Dendrobium nindii plants for their eventual re-
establishment right up and down the Russell Pwel Valley.

Don anu I, whether deservedly or nat, have become known as the local “archid people” to whom

imens are b rouahr for identification. ( (Where would we be without our books?) We are still not experts,
e learned a fair bit about our 'nm' native orchids. We have developed an appreciation of all

d are_delighted to be part of the orchid confraternity of Far North Queensiand.
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be reprinted. This is an outh ne of Bruce’s lecture to the ¢ nference Ithought many of you
may find the statistics usefui in that you cai re your paﬁncu;af‘ climate and what
you Know grows in your own area to the is“'fGi‘i‘ﬂ en for particular species, e.g.
Bwbop/zy.«’fum balleyi and B. schillerianum grow me, then it is highly likely ‘Fhat any
other rain forest species which grow between 0 :maybe little higher) wiil grow
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cs Thn area '!Iso hax the huJ\est mountai

T
over 1000m altitude and several 1‘1!’5'11‘\5 of 1400m or higher. Rainfall, Ilhm!ph seasonal. 15 hugh and the
higher mountains like Thornton Peak and Mt Bellenden f\c}‘ have annual rainfalis over 4000mm. Within the

r
Wet Tropics the natural vegetation varies fom mangroves, tea tree sw: amps, lowlard rain forest, melaleuca
and mi\ pt W Ctld}cﬁ]d tom *umlmn rain forest and wet sclerophyll forest to the west of the ranges where the

CF P FNEVT o1 provide o 4 1 citiintie A
s off sharply, These conditions provide a unique botanical situation and

spectes, including orchids. and more than 200 species oceur in the area.
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higher mountains with M me‘snn. just south of Cooktown, the Windsor and Carbine Tablelands, Nt Bart]



Frere and Mt Bellenden Ker. the Lamb and Herberton Ranges near Atherton. the Evelyn Tableland, and the
Kirrima and Paluma Ranges to the south, are the richest areas with the most diversification. In In addition most
of these areas have one or mote unigue species

e ol frnmiag araa ol

More that 35 s pecies are endemic within this cool trop € 7y 53
much lower and dry corridors that occur north of about Cooktown to the southern end of the 1cIlwra1th
Range, and in the south from about Townsville to the Clark Range, northwest of " Mackay. These corridors

are much drier and support only small and disjunct areas of depauperate closed forests

There are like

ine Yvern Sr\ur\

Te 5oV pecies like Sarcochilus falcatus, S. Cecilia, Dendrobium aemi tum, D. gracilicaule and
Cymbidium suave that are common in the south and have their northern limit here. Species like Dendrobium
jonesii, Cadetia taylori, and most Eria species occur here and further north to the McIlllwraith and Iron
Range areas, and sometimes on into PNG or South-East Asia. Genera w ath southern affinities hke Conybas,
Diuris, Pterostylis and Sarcochilus usually oceur above 700 m, and species of genera with northern: affinities

like Habenaria do not have any species that occur above 700 m in this area.

The following table contains the species that occur above 700 m between Cooktown and Townsville and
indicates if they are endemic to this area; are usually epiphytic, are terrestrial or lithophytic; and if they occur
in rain forest or open forest.
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Table 1. List of species orchids of the Cool Wet Tropics.
Species Endemicto  Epiphytic (E),  Rainforest (RF)or  Elevation
region (E)  Lithophytic (L), Open Forest (OF)  range {m)
Terrestrial (T)
Acianthus borealis T OF 600-1200
Actanthus sublestus T RF 900-1300
Awneoctochilus yatesiae E T RF S00-1200
Arthrochilus oreophyllus E T OF 800-1400
Bulbophyllum baileyi E-L RF 0-800
Bulbophyllum boonjee E E RF 650-1200
Bulbophyllum bowkettiae E-L RF-OF 600-1200
Bulbophvilum evasum E E RF 1000-1600
Bulbophyllum gadgarrense I E RF 600-1400
Bulbophyllum grandiniesense E E RiE 600-800
Bulbophyllum johnsonii |2 E-L RF-OF 600-1400
Bulbophyllum lageniforme E E RF 1000-1600
Bulbophylluni lewisense E E RF 1000-1250
Bulbophyllum lilianae E E RE 900-1600
Bulbophyllum macphersonii E-L RF 500-1400
Bulbophyllum nematopodum E E RF 400-1200
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Newsletter 43 Page ¢
species Endemicic  Epiphytic (Ej; Rainforest(RF)or Elevation
region (E)  Lithophytic (L),  Open Forest (OF) range (m)

Terrestrial (T)

Prevostylis acuminata T OF 650-800

Pterostvlis aguilonia E T OF SU0-1200
Plevostylis depaperata I T OF 700-1400
Pteros 1‘3]1‘5 hildae T RF-OF 750-830
T RF-OF T00-900
T Of 750-1200
Ptevostylis procera T OF T50-1250
Prevostylis stiicia T R¥-OF QGO-1250
Prerostviis taurus T OF 200-1200
' ] T RF-CF 600-1200
E E RF 900-1300
H L OF S00-1300
Sarcochilis /LIZLJ[HS I R¥ 700-140
Sarcochilus servulatus E E RE S00-1600
T OF 600-1000
je E RF S00-900
Taeniophyifum lobarum I R¥ 1000-1250
Taeniophyiium muelleri B 2] 1-1200
Taeniophvllum sp. Triangular Rocts E E RE 0-750
Thelymitra nuda T OfF 150-1300
Thelymitra pauciflora i} OF S00-1 500
Tuberolabitm papuanum e BT 1002700
Zeuxine oblonga i RF-OF 0-1400
Zeuxine poivgonordes T RE 600-800
Our last newsletter may have been thought provoking; it certainly was not response
provoking except for Doreen — thank you, Doreen - who wrote: ‘You questionnaire will
spur me on to observe more mtenseiy when I can’. She has also decided to foliow a
friend’s theory, that if a plant is growing well it will flower well, and use Campbell’s B all

the time. We will get further opinions on thi
Amgunu/‘r ever flowering too. 'I tried it

I b vl h
small D, nuzgranum Bq-noa R se” which is

P>

t D, Lanar’:cu/az‘um is “difficult to grow in caﬁ-tiviu" .

T am aware that cavers! Aiictralion native plants have became s weeads when drown in sress
i il QvwaiT Wigl SCVEIgl AUSTIgiian Nnative piabils f1dave RTLOINE WEEUS Wihieh blvv\h| it dISas
outside their original distribution, both in Australia and overseas. The question this
newsletter is: Is anyone aware of a native orchid species which has become a weed
anvinthers im Anctesiin?
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SUBSCRIPTIONS are now due and the enclosed form will show your financial status. OO
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