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C*  me of c.u; member; were involved in gi-ganising and working at the 38th Tropical North 
Queensland Orchid Conference held in Atherton in early June. It was good to see them 
and what a maweilous job they did. I enjoyed the conference very much and no doubt 
Icarned a few thlfigs, but it is disappointing to see that native species excite so little 
interest. Of course, many are not in flower at this time of the year and because of size and 
growth habit some cannot be transporteci for competition or dispiay purposes. As I 
~ent ioned ii; Newletter 4-C I wrote a piece for the booklet given to registrzints. Her3 it is: 

ASGAP INDIGENOOS ORCHID STUDY GROL'P 

Leadership ~f the Indigenotrs Orchid Study G:C;P ~ u f  the Association of the Societies for Grw~ing 
Fldr: : .~ , ,  31: "'.:1~,~.!.2!47-rh!!rit;. :>!.r?,v-t!~3!:!?!1, moved to Babinda in Far North queensland in 1995 when Don and 
Pauline Lawie becarr,e Grsup leaders. 

Esn and I left P?ew Guinea in 1970 to settle ir: Babi~da, his home tov;n, To me at that time orchids 
were the expensive corsage a bloke bought when trying to impress a girl, or the things of great interest to 
.Andre& Millar. 

As a pharmaceutical cherist, Co:: had close contact with the hospital staff; Dactor Alan Ciri~;cjs had 
quite a few orchids in his back yard - I'm sure some were payment for services rendered - and he took 

5as, ,vn  , m  Ph :m- nu tLni&. fin, mv-. ,a,.-. + -A ,  .-. m - m , , r n  i m  1,; A,., .m- t nln-.  ulc II! =IIvvv!lry urI L i ! c ! !  I ~ ~ ~ Y ~ ~ ~ ,  yvr; L'JCI!, ,,l~13U!c Y ! ~ Y Y I I  L h e ~ .  W h e ~  one of the nurses, Olga 
Radnitsky, presented me with a huge vase of Vandas, I was more than impressed and she became a friend 
for- life. Xurse Olga h;d an aclectic collection in a small shade house. I: took just the slightest hint of interest 
to trigger an invitation to visit, and I ,was given the occasional plant with plenty of advice as to its 

the 4:-- ..,--- D'l!" recj~iiemefits, g thz i  local colle~t0i-s ,, YVC! r; F215, j i m ~ y '  S.cie&jan 2nd of tz~ijise J's& LnJilhe. 
Jack's involvement with orchids is well known. 

We, our fsur children, and our few orchids maved to East Russell at the end of 1976. They were 
mostiy plants Alan Briggs had extracted from his consignment to Brisbane on relocation; he had watered his 
plants well beforehand 2nd they were way over=weight. 

Seeing orchids in their na:ur-ai habitat along the Russeil Rive;. ar;d the adjacent mountain; which we 
explored whenever possible fuelled my interest. There was so much more to orchids than the big showy 
flowers epitomised b.y the CorSges. Den concen:rated on bees and joined the Sc;ci&y ffo; Growing 
Australian Plants. 'hrough S5.':c ~::r:~rsions :.:f 5t~rted e.,::!?ring our own hrk:r?:'':, Cr: t!i=se trips ! 
PA- 

. T ,  

3vvn i-ealised tha:. :.$lher; any;:le : : l l l ! i r !  an oi.::!;lij the call I:..;:;$ our :,:,i I.-n", 3 I ;!..;..-b :+:.,' ; t,':.,:,c "Len" 
to learn whatever I could. One of the first things I learned was that Len was keen to help anyone who 
sh=.red an ifiterest. It tctok me a bit longer to fi9i-J out that 1 had stafied 2~ appre~ticeship with of the 
best in the business, Len bawler. 

d id~ ' t  pass out i;fg;mation easily. He made U, a!l - 1 1  ~ A J ~ Y I J  .,UI fnr i t  I L  hll Y Y  , - 7 r l l - l ( \ (  LC13U~! ly  I ~ 7 k . l ~  ir r l l  atAgge5ti0i;~ 2s 
to hovi we might look at a plant. He built our confidence very stibtiy by never contradicting us, tising 
h.il?vhCC!nmC LAr! G3S;V113 - a  2ULh l C  as, "1 think it might i;e .,." If Len was nfot on a i;afl;po"- trip, thn ~ - k i "  Tri --.-+I- 
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Mar{ Gandini, who was, and is, also ve r i  generous in sharing her considerable knowledge. 
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SFecin?PnS are brou?b~ fnr jriprltiL:r?r.~r>n, (if,!1-,ryp r h l ~ ~ ( r l  .ys !-!? vsl!.iyp:!! ?!!' ! ~ r : ? ! : ; ; : > -  X?.~C! ? ; r T  ctli r.7,; a.:?~;,? 5, 
but we haye lea:ned a fair bi'; abcct ~ 2 :  i ~ c a l  g a t i s  ~:~:!!i::,,, f ;,fy;: :.f-?.,L:CI-!e;l ;:,: .!c:::;.pr;,3*;:;:: ;l!; 

rjrchids and are-delighted to be part of the orchid confraternity of Far North Queerisland. 

Bruce Gray, wh.fire name ?i!: be fami/is; t- *~:ou allr ga;i;e his permission for thz fsl!owing te 
be reprinted. This is an outline sf Bruce's iecture to the conference. 1 thought many of you 
may find the statistics useful 'In tha t  you can compare your particular ciirnate and what 
. yuG - .  I , - -  r\r g r ~ x ~  j f i  p ~ r  area t~ the information given for pafii~ular species, e,g. :c li 

'?! ' '';[?,?/~~//'?{~/; ,::,:itp!t: .?;:i-! -7f' r?;:)~;/r7: >{,;TT ,;,r'oi:,/ \;,fe!/ ?fir l T l p l  f,!7 ;?t; j': /i!..;?i)/ t:.l p; i: any 
si.;i .-, - .. ' ,- 1 I.:;!,? (crpct c ~ 7 ~ d r ! 9 5  ~A,I!-!~c':! C ! ~ ~ I , F !  !>P!:I,+!PP~ fi-$0Gnl [t.r??\/be ;: ilvie h ~ g h ~ i - j  l . ~ ~ ~ i [  g!-ai!~! 
...- we;; II L- l t lr  me if I take ifit0 consideratIsm e-Aremely ;;;jet conditionsc 

. . 
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higher mountains like Thornton Psak. and hft Esilsnden K s r  have am11-1al raidalis over 40U;)rnn111 \P7ithin the 
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rainfd!. a_:;d fsr& di;-ersl:v fd;;!!ls :_:ff 3ha~;l.; - d Thssi: condi:iclns pro171~:e 8 , .i;lq,te botar;;cai sit.dz~ic.,,~ and 
ensure s prolifsfaiion o!'plan~ s!r;eciss, incluiiing or chi:!^. and morz than 30iS species i:ccl_lr in the area. 

'! t~ u*!-!n ,.,,: the I31u;;ne;s ctnt_re fz: &e rjch and!>t . ; i t : '  :I ' . i !  ee3:o:: T$3!t!?.m! at z;; cdevation of about Xlii!m 
and has an 21-crag=. rainfall cf ! 300mm. i~hich is distributed::lrough the year. although the largest falls are in 

sulnmer and z.it;:iur, The table!::nd a:cas a;e m c f i  cooler ti%;., on the c~:,sta!  lo;:^!^:^^:; a1-d te:z::t.,rat.~rtu I - ::s 
!c!v 2s !_!"(I‘ to - -  3°C dea-ess u are s\:i.trisnc.ed nlcst yesrs. .;vilh a record i~ in lmum of -4°C k ing  rzcorded - -;ycc ~ l , ~ i , ~ i Z i c ~ r , F s r I r o  .... -::~HprhF~,7n a r : c I n  -.---- I--- --- ---.---: -...- 1- 1 ------ L -.-.-- --c..--.-. , I - - - -  
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I..' ". .re .., 1- ! , i , , .  ..' . . ,! , duration and the tanlxrature G e s  qizkij-  after dayiigl'it. Suriliiilr tsmpei-zturss in the shade 
I 1 -  .I. 
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sturo.md~ng ranges is ckl~;.!parati:-clj: untouched and harbours a ivealth of orchd speeles both epiphytic and 
te:,:i,.s'; . p';, 7.; Xi 6 i-pir :;. ! -; ;:;d -! ., 1 +-.--,-. L ' L ~  I ;<-;;{! .--,eci*., . ,-, :;: 11 ,:..,' : . : , , , I  : . -.j:ical ,.; ..:. , .::s: T!:): I ; ; , ,  TI .: 
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Frere and 3v{t Be!!endefi Ke;, the Laill'; ansl xe;befii:fi R~sges  nm; _Athertun, the Evelyn Tsb!e!ancl, 2nd the 
Kirrima and Paluma Ranges to the south, are the richest areas with the most diversification. In addition most 
,t'tL,;., a -.tl".-.- n* 

<,L L L L L X  l ~ a a  JK,,L U I I ~  Or IllDre LXIlCil-;.e TceCieS. 
MozIie 3 5 species are eiideiiiic %hpiE this CL?o: ir--: ,; ---? - 7 -  -frlI-i-.- TI.:,. ' --..?...*I . ' 

I L!Y:, -, alccl abov c i j.,rv:u 11115 is LSCL-,CU primarily 'i.~ the 
much lower and drq. corridors that occur north of about Conktown to the southern end of thc h.lcI1wraith 
T) Ailllge, -- -and in the soirth frCiil abo-,t Towils\;i112 to h\e CIzrk R q e ,  not-,! :-..est "f hlackay, These coridors 
are much drier and support only small and disjunct areas of depaulperate closed forests 

%ere gre severs! species !;?I;e .'-' ,:-ci;c!?il;;:; f a l c ~ t ; ~ ~ ~  S. Csi_lil;'a, &:;&u!:il;rm ~uefi;1;Eu;;l, 3. g;,-;.i;ci!;'ca;ile ...+.-' 
Cjmbidiunz suave that are common in the south and have their northern limit here. Species like De?7d~obium 
k;bt:t..sii, Codcfi:: '. ?!=i.i, and most E:ja species occu hers and F~rthrr north to the h.lcl!!~yraith and kor, 

. , , . . , , <  h i a ,  7,(: ,-ra .<.- 1 1 ,  . - ,  q q : l l e m  a \  [ . a . ~ l : , ~ . ,  i ; !  8 a ' -..---;\... RT...,.,. ..!- ,..: ., ' sl- l,7,.' .!?, ,: on .,>'.. "'-.-, : :.; ... I , . [ '  ... t I . 
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like Habenuria do not have any species that occur above 790 m in this area. 

The following t&!e coiltains the species thzt occur above 700 m betwesn Cookij~vn wd Townsville and 
indicates if they are endemic to this area; are usually epiphytic, are terrestrial or lithophytic; and if they occur 
h rain forest or open forest. 
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T :  ~ 1 s ~  + Of ~ p e c i ~  orchidS of the Cool 'JVFet Tropics Table 1 - - -- -- -- 
Species Endemic to Epiphytic (E); Rainforest (F3) or Elevation 

, .. region (F.) Lithop' ;!-..ic: &.); COyefi Forest (OF) range till) 
- 

Terrestrial (TI - - - -- .-  

T 
T RF 00-13C)l 

E T n r  c <-,I-, 1 .3 ,-\A 
ILr 2V'J- I aI.V 

E I- OF onn 1 I n f l  
O V U -  1 ~ W J  

Bulbophyllz~m baileyi E-L I@ 0-800 

Buibopi?yllunz boo~vee . E E kF 6s0-12@:) 

B:~lhcpI;j?Il~in: !:~t:lkzi%uc E-L pu~ -(:>F 600-1 2(!!! 

B11ll7oyhylliinz evasun? E E RF 10()0- 1600 

B1/lhophyll1,1r?1 padgun-en.w E E RF tjcjrj- 1401) 

B;;lfi@j:jj':l;l~~ p:.~;::, .': . ,ese;qss lj c E I l l  uc 60O-8OO 
0. - - -  

E E-L RF-OF 600- 1400 

E E PZ i 000-i 6GG 

E r 
C :!]oQ-: 251: 

E I3 IL" 90!:!-1 601:) 
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- pp - - - - 
Species E;;demic to - ~.pip:.1.~tic k,; 

region @.) Lithophytic (L); - ' 1 ,m\ 
i CIT~?SKK~~ L. 1 j 

Re/n.rfylis acz~rn in~ f~  T 

-- - - --- Rairlbrest {-fl) or Elevation 
Open Forest (CjF') range (m) 

h 0:;; last n~'\fsl&er may ! !svc thought pr2vol;ing; it rc&inly was not response 
provoking except for Doreen - thank you, Doreen - who wrote: 'Your questionnaire will 
spur me on to observe more in'tenseiy when i can'. She has also decided te, fsiitw a 
frjendfs theOrr', CL-t LT IaL  ; F  , I  a -. -!- r!snt is growing we?! it will flower well, 2nd i;s@ Campbell's all 
the time. We will get further opinions on this as time goes on. Doreen despairs of her 8. 
.':SIC-. .,. :::-urn ever flowering too. 'I tried it in ail piates but not a singie flower. Also have a 
small D. ! : ; ~ : ~ ~ ~ ; : ~ l ~ " B a ~ d o s  Rsszmwhicl+ is szen in magnificent fl.f;-wz~ in magazinzs but it 
is not thriving. Serves US right for g r o w i ~ g  it out of its element maybe!' Doreen adds that 
one Aihei'ion grower has fiowered it. Further tha t  discussion Getiveen gi-ewers csnciudes 
CL, L! De ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ : * r . ~ v : ~ - I ; ; ; - ;  is "difficult to  grow in ~aptivib;". 

I aF -..,--A J..-. zci.z ;a; Ausfr-!:=- -- ...- -I--., L-. ., L , i I ei~.'d; E: ! 1  la^ -- 8 - .  
%. , L, a, lUI:  ! ,=tivc :Lb Eccur weed5 gro ; ,~~~ in ayeas 

outside their original distribution, both in Australia and overseas. The question this 
newsletter Is: is anyone aware of a native orchid species which has become a weed 
an:'!fi;here in Australia? 


