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Leaders: Don and Pauline Lawie
P.O. Box 230, BABINDA 4861
Phone: 0740 671 577

Newsletter 45 December, 2003

We are pleased to welcome new members, one each from Queensland and New South Wales.

Leon from Boree Creek is very keen to grow native orchids. She writes: “We have an alluvial
topsoil (2-3in) over a very hard and/or sticky red clay soil. We get frost which will get down to
minus 10° on a rare occasion. I think we are in a frost area. It is fairly low, as the Boree Creek
flows through the town. Our average rainfall is about 18 inches.”

I have a native garden with Eucalypts right at the back, a pool that drains excess water
in wet weather, and also other natives near the house. ... Everything has to be hardy, as we go

away on holidays to get away from the cold weather, from about May to September/October.”

I have suggested to Leon that she try to go to orchid shows in Griffith and borrow books
and magazines from the library. However I'm sure she would welcome advice on what species
to try from any member who has some experience in n conditions described by Leon.

TAXONOMIC TRIBULATIONS
Queensland Region Bulletin lists more taxonomic changes. This time
Bulbophyllums and replaced them with genera such as Adelopetalu. befpentfcaw‘is
Blepharochilum, Karorchis, Oxysepala, Eave;ones;a Ephippium, Papu/gaetalum, Fruticicoia, and
Stelbophyllum. Most of these Bulbophyllums occur in our area and, being a conspiracy ---eor'st,.
I'm inclined to think that this, along with the removal of the herbarium from Atherton, i

another attempt by the “Canberra mafia” to deny the amateurs and the scientists who eschew
the cities from gaining and retaining even basic knowl edge of our own flora. With these
continuous changes how can orchid enthusiasts even talk to each other. Needless to say, we
will not be using these new names in our Indigenous Orchid Study Group newsletter.
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We have received detailed informat
and flasking, and feel it could be o.f interest to many of you.

Green pods should be harvested at approximately three-quarters maturity and packed in
a smaii ardboard box with soft paper. Do not send green ds |n envelopes as they aimos+
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aiways become squashed in the mail. Do not use plastic
|
I

small cardboard box instead. If pods hiave split, even a !: "t it is ;rr‘partart tf" Lti.c loose
seed be removed from the pod and wrapped securely' in clean writing paper, not tissue paper or

plastic film. Post or deliver as soon as possible, as viability of dry seed dlmmlsnes guickly. Mark
the outside of the packet with your code number, {(e.g., your initials and a number}, genus
(Cattleya, Cymbidium, Dendrobium etc.) and number of replated flasks reguired.



Approximate harvest times are given below as a guide, but seasonal conditions and

actual parentage can affect maturity times.

rarge Cattleya types - 7 to 9 months
Bifoliate Cattleya - 4to 6 months
Spatulata Dendrobiums - 3 to 4 months
Phalagnanthi Dendrobiums - 5 months
Dendrobium canaliculatum hybrids - 3 months (best sent before pod splits as
often there is very little seed)
Scoftcane Dendrobiums - 10 to 11 months
Phalaenopsis - 5to 6 months
Vanda - 5to 7 months
Equitant Oncidiums - 3 months (It is very important to send
before pod splits or begins to yeilow)
Cymbidium - 10 to 11 months
“The nursery owners also say they would very much prefer not to know the actual names
of the plants to be flasked, as thss not only ensures the secrecy of the grow:ﬁrs breeding
programme, but also protects the nursery from suspicion of using clients’ plant material.

INSECTICIDE
= P PRV - P o e N s e fem bl a e mn s bl e aymm mmbem Al el md s asmm =
Onie of our members with considerable expenence n the nursel A ade was asked what was the
best insecticide to use against woolly aphids and his reply was “Confidor”. He gave the same
advice re lice and scale in ferns. From all reports, it is difficult and expensive for a small grower
— - - - P .y | P R L . S —— o b e | PRCESRTIET o SUI o
to buy a suitable quantity of this chemical, but I have recently seen it in ready-to-use form in a

At about the same time I was also advised to try Sunlight liquid detergent on my ferns. I
protested that I had done so and it was useless, only to find out that I was using the wrong
proportions. The correct amount is 5ml of Sunlight to one litre of water. I have used this on my
ferns followed a few days later by nitrogenous fertiliser and they have improved out of sight. I
have to confess I was shamed lnto looking after my ferns when some Orchid Study Group
members, who also aiso belong to the Fern Study Group, came on a Cairns Branch excursion
our place. It made me realise that as the only SGAP members living in this super wet belt, we
are very well positioned to grow and have on hand good specimens of our local ferns.

DISA BRACTEATA or MONADENIA BRACTEATA - revisited

77‘7@ Orchadfa.: of December 2003 published an article written by Linda RO“an uescriuaﬁg an
ralia . L
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Y a s plants of South African Orchid Monadenia
e first we had seen this trip. According to Rica Erickson in Orchids of the
firs ted n

"Disappointing
bracteats. This wa t
West, this orchid wa

near Albany in 1944. Having had sixty years to spread, it's
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not surprising that we saw them in most orchid habitats from Walpole through the S
Ranges. No place where we saw them dld they predominate over other orchids. I wonder what
control measures, if any, are in plac

(I shall ask the Wildflower Society of Western Australia if they are aw
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The ASGAP newsletter of November 2003 featured photographs of six ground orchids. What a
pity none of them was given a name, though the photographer was; they were merely labelled

“some favourite orchids of the Southern Tablelands (NSW)”. One needs to have a vast library of
books to attempt to name plants with which one is not familiar.

Speaking of which - We have growing in our garden an orchid, of local provenance, the identity
of which I question. None of the books I have at my disposal has a photograph of an identical
plant. Unfortunately, my botanical expertise is abysmal, and my attempt to get proper scientific
identification failed due to my vacillating between confidence in my powers of observation and
in-built procrastination. I also hesitate to pester the experts or question their advice, although I
have been assured by wife Kate, “You can interrupt Len any time if it’s to do with orchids”.

The main reason a definitive identification did not take place is that I failed to present
plant material suitable for dissection. I now know that if I am keen enough to get advice on a
plant in a pot, I merely have to ring and arrange to take the pot to the expert. This one was,
but I did not find out while it was still in flower; it is a ground orchid which was actually
growing out of the drainage hole of the pot on the ground.

Thinking the plant was in the ground, I should have removed two or three of the tiny
flowers and saturated them with a few drops of methylated spirits to “fix” them. These I should
have packed in a box with some blotting paper (or similar) and then I could have posted them.
(It's not a good idea to post anything with a quantity of spirits in it.) Had I wished to drive the
100kms, I could have put the flowers into a small container with methylated spirits.

If my photographs are not conclusive, we now have to wait till next flowering season for
a definite identification.

DENDROBIUM“HILDA POXON”

In one of our earlier newsletters I asked whether hybrids of indigenous orchids were still
indigenous orchids. The response was virtually ‘No comment.” I suppose I should consider
myself lucky that the comment was not "No comment, you dill.” Since then I have done
sufficient reading to know the difference between line-bred species and hybrids but I'm

ignorant as to how the hybridiser decides which plant to use to grow the pod.

still

I have a Hilda Poxon so I was very interested to read an article about this plant in 7he
Orchadian. (Taxonomic changes intruded, but I managed.) I already knew that this is a hybrid
between Dendrobium speciosum and D tetragonum. T have no idea who made this cross or
which varieties {or now species) were used in my plant, bought on the Atherton Tablelands.
What I do know is that my plant looks like a very sturdy D tetragonum and gets — or should I
say got - a lovely flower that iooks more like a D speciosum.
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Along with so many other plants this year, my Hilda Poxon pro oduced a keiki. One of ti
fsol

plant’s inflorescences had been chewed off so I decided to bring the piant to the house for safe
keeping. I had aiready detached the keiki but left t hade house overn sght w-tn a

predictable result. The plant produced a couple of much admired flowers but the safe keeping

did not eventuate. The offendarg nsect was evidently housed in the pot, viole twmds blew my

stands down and hurled pots in a | directions — more than once I have to admit — and poor old
[y I A = e & vt T oL oL, L

.
Hilda does not iike her roots interfered with at the
last resort with minimal root disturbance.

Her parent D fefragonum, a very common plant around here, grows extremely well on
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trees so my action was logical. What I had forgotten was that :Dret:agon um does not like being

moved and takes a long time to re-establish. I have, of course, given Hilda pienty of TLC since,
but after reading the article I wonder whether it will recover Seme of the st-ms are gquite
yeliow at the base, bu tthere is a tiny glimmer of dark green between the remaining leaves.
Is it her swan song, or just wishfui thinking?

In November this year Pauline and I re-visited an area we had been shown in the hills behind
Lake Tinarco on the Atherton Tableland, south west of Cairns "‘-;’egetat;on is basgcaﬁiy dry
rainforest growing on steep slopes strewn with very large (hous e-size) granite b uiders Most o
these boulders are capped with overgrowths of basket fern, Drynaria rigidula, whi trap and
retain any passing showers in their extensive nest leaves and then allow a s!@w rizzie of
moisture down the verticai rock faces. This sets up an ideal haven for rock-loving piants, stich
as Hoyas, Peperomias, Pyirosias, fichens, aspleniums and, most importantly, orchids

s well as the lithophytes, numerous epiphytic orchids found a tenuous livelihood in the
trees growing between the rocks. Little specimens of Plectorrfiza clung to tiny shrub branches
with their roots | jevel f

rutining almost to ground ievel down the s irub's trunk. Two species o
in ing in btrusively with the nding |
Some small Spider Orchids, De, ndfobfum L‘ef;agonum were seen also near eye level, but then,
"Huhei‘ upint the ti“ee O.‘“i’sx WE SPOT "i: ed some quite aargc specimens with stems over 35 cm in
length, obviously doing very well. A few Cymbidium madidum were seen, toleras d
conditions but nowhere near a arge and iush as those in our very %: rainforest at home. A
atch of £ria queenslandica had found a niche on a tree branch overhanging a presently dry

creek, and looked set to stay and expand.

(1)
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The Pencil Orchids, Dendrobium teretifolium, and the Tableland Pencil, D racemosum, which is
distinguished by haa ng an upwards growth habit as opposed to the penduious feretefo/;um
“pencils”, were fairly common in the trees but D teretifolium reaily flourished in the rock
crevices. Here, specimens up to a metre long drooped gracefully over the dark granite, often in
company with two other i arge rock-growing orchids, [’endrop/um joriesﬁand D speciosum.

. i PR I |

Specimens of D .Jonesii ranged from tiny plants to healthy clumps of a dozen or more stems up
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to 30 cm in length, with old flower stems evidence of past profuse flowering. These rocks would
iook gorgeous when covered with D jonesii flowers.

When Tinaroo Dam was built to create the eponymous lake the presence of the D
speciosurm orchids was discovered. The 1950s and 60 saw the "Rock-Lilies” collected to near
extinction by "plant-iovers”. These can be very iong-lived plants and it would be fascinating to
know whether any of them still survive somewhere. A few survivors hid out in the rocks,
flowered and shed their seed, and now some quite large specimens are back in place on the
giant bouiders. Some have quite interesting growth habits, being fanned out in an espalier-type
shape, clinging quite strongly to the rock and taking advantage of every moist trickle that seeps
from the capping Drynaria plants.

The spectacular orchids of this hillside are not the large and obvious species, beautiful
and attractive though they be. The plants that make one catch one's breath are the masses of
hundreds, thousands of small orchids that grow in profusion and cover entire rock faces twenty
metres wide and even higher. It is of interest that, just as humans live in their self-imposed
ethnic ghettoes in the city, these orchids prefer their own company or, at best, that of a select
few other species. As we clambered up, down and around the hills aimost every big rock had its
attendant orchid colony. Dendrobium finguiforme, the Tongue Crchid, with its flattened,
unobtrusive leaves would form a solid network over a rockface leaving no room for anything
else to grow. Ten metres away the rock would host a colony of Dendrobium prenticej, the smali
cylindrical stems held flat and close to the surface with occasional growths hanging over a
sharp edge as though ready to venture off in the world to the next rock. Lily of the Valley
Orchids, Dendrobium monophyllum, like to hang just on the underside of a ledge where they
can run along unimpeded by other plants. Bulbophyllum radicans had its own favoured rocks
aiso, appearing in clumps ail over a surface hanging precariously from a base that on
examination is a strong network of roots taking advantage of every tiny ridge in the rock.
Buibophyflum macphersonii, usually an epiphyte, is here a determined and successful lithophyte
with its small succulent leaves distinctive against the dark rock.

The tiniest of the lithopytes and the most spectacular was Dendrobium toressae. A
rockface, which from a distance appears to be uninhabited, suddenly springs to life with
thousands of tiny, shining red leaves, with an occasional yeliow blob of flower showing,
surprisingly large against such minute leaves. Plants appear to be lifeless until examined
carefully - possibly their defence at this very dry time of year. When sheltered from the savage
afternoon Summer sun, the plants are the usual green.

The larger growing Dendrobium baileyiwas indiscriminate in its choice of neighbours. It
occurred in clumps near the tops of boulders or snaked own a crevice for a couple of metres,
looking healthy and happy.

We had found seventeen different species of orchid in a morning's climbing and
scrambling, and knew that there were others in the area we had not seen on the day. We
enjoyed our sandwiches and water while sitting on - yes, a rockl The view could not be bought
by any millionaire but is available to all with a modicum of physical ability. We foliowed a dry
creek back to the road and were rewarded by the sight of a small clump of Christmas Orchid,
Calanthe triplicata, growing in a leafy soak . What a wonderful morning, one to treasure in the
memory forever.



This genus of Australian ‘s?c;.:‘*s was recently brought to our notice by way of a rather amusing
occurrence to a well- k nown SGAPer. The genus Chiloglottis comprises about twenty species,

y found in southern Australia - South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales,
w.a%‘ a few species extending to New Zealand and ~-=uthem Queﬂs!aﬁd. One species only is
endemic to the Atherton Tablelands of North Queensland.

Chiloglottis is one of the group of orchids which have evolved a very specialised labellum
which may resembie such things as insects or birds. It seems i
to entice male insects into thinking that the iabellum is a female of hi
attempts to mate with it. What satisfaction this may give him is not recorded, but he does
depart from the experience with the orchid’s pollinia which he then deposits durmg his next
effort at pseugocopuianon Reminds me a bit of what the army doctor used to say t

U' s - stav away from girls who don't look right or you'll take something with you tnat you
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Chiloglottis are terrestrial orchids and usually favour
areas at all altitudes. They su rvive unfavourable conditi

which bursts into life when it somehow senses that the time is ﬂg"‘it lhe piaﬁt consists of two
basal leaves and a f%ov rer spé!*e which is only about one centimetre high. After a favourable
encounter with a randy wasp the flower stem elongates dramatically to 20 cm - a method of
ensuring that the s d has a good spread when the fruit dehisces.

To return to our SGAP friend: he lives on a rura acreage which was formerly dairy
country. Over the y ears he has t rsfomﬂe:i this mt 0a rwmg mixed species forest area

- e b e ~f crilimbarie mpm
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aftemards, he rsotic,a an u:r'ifamia Earcn of Weecis 1ad appeared beneatt
the trees recently monstered by the cockatcos. It was obvicus that not only had they damaged
his frees, thaﬂy had dropped seed of something unwanted. He set to immediately with spade
cx"}d Wi"QE!ba w and was on his third load to the tip when he noticed that some of the
“weeds” had ﬂawers - not ordinary weed flowers but flowers that resembied some sort of
insect. Ahemt!
This was his twentieth year of occupation of the property and never before had he seen

S Hiole : e
Cf?;/og/ortfs longfclavata there, nor had he suspected their presence in the area. He does have a
fairly reliable occurrence of t %‘ Leafiess Nodding Orchid, Epfpogfum roseum ,which su
each Christmas, but to have Chiloglottis ;ungiclava@ the only tropical species of the genu
’ y

I
growing like a weed in his own place was one of those ;erem ipitous thrills that onl
dedicated native plant enthusiast can appreciate.

e ey T - m e dae oo o e Lo - - - =i Slmme = - -
iofpearance in aiowing the cockies to stay in hi ted in a very pleasant bonus for oui
friend



