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Leon from Sorce Creek is very keen to grow native orchids. She writes: '!Nc haw an alluvia! 
topsoil (2-3in) over a very hard and/or sticky red clay soil. We get frost which will get down to 
miinus 16%n a rare occasion. I think we are in a frost area. It is fairly i o q  as the Boree Creek 
flows through the towi;. Our average rai~fal l  is about 18 i~ches." 

'I have a native gaider; with Eucalypts right at the back, a pool that drains eiccess tvater 
in wet weather, and also other natives near the house. ... Everything has to be hardy, as we go 
aifJay on holidays to g e t  away from the cold weather, from about May to September/O&bermiF 

I have suggested to Leon that she t ~ y  to go to sichid shows in Griffith and borrsw bssks 
and magazines from the library. However, I'm sure she would welcome advice on what species 
to try from a"y member who has some e;..,per,ence i n  con(j,t,ons desc;-il--i ' rroea by Leon. 

Queefisland Region Sul[etin lists more taxonomic chal?ges. This time THE)' have got into the 

Buibopkyllums and replaced them with genera such as Ade/opefa/urnf Sepe~h'cau/ii, 
P/~~-?i?i?rec!?.ilr ,,rl, Karorrhis, O~y7~/1i?/a, Dav~_inne,s;ii), Eph@,yrk~m, Papi i / ( ~ ~ f a / f  ,,77, F~U?IT/CQ~~?~ and 
St~/hophy//um. Most of these Bulbgphyllums G r C g r  Q G ~  area and, \~e;ng a consni;acy r theorist; 
I'm inclined t o  think that this, a l ~ n g  with the ren-rovai of the herbarium from Atherton: is 
another attempt by the "Canberra mafia" to deny the amateurs and the scientists who eschew 
the cities from gaining and retaining even basic kncwledge of our G:,.n flora. v/itk these 
continuous changes how can orchid enthusiasts even talk to each other. Needless to say, we 
will not be using these new names in our Indigenous Orchid Study Group newsie'iter. 

GERMINATING GRCHIDS 

bv- L-. ,A -2 AA&-: = I :av= : =L~ /VCU ueLc:(ed infermation from the nursery we send our seeds ts  for germination 
and ilasking, and ikei it couid be of interest to many of you. 

Green be hapvtested at a ppr6ximaiely three-quadsrs maturity packed in 
a small cardboard box with soft paper. Do not send green pods in envelopes, as they almost 
always become squashed in the mail, Do not tise plastic lined padded bags for gostage, but a 

Ul -  L' small cardboard box instead. ~f P.-=,dc ,L, L- - . -  rravr bpli --l't , edm -- a ! h e  ~ i t ,  it is important that the !oose 
seed be reimoved from the pod and wrapped securely in clean writing paper, not tissue paper or 
plastic film. Post or deiiver as soon as possible, as viabiiity of dry seed diminishes quickly. Mark 
the outside of the packet with y o ~ r  code r;i;mber, (e.g., your ~nitials ar;d a fiumber], gen:ls 
(Ca#/eyaI C,~mhldum, Dendr~biurn etc.) and num ber of reg!ated flask rrequ ired, 



Approximate  ha^-:& time; tire given belp.it,j 2s 2 guide, bzt -,z-----' --a3vi ia~ LL'! ---J;b;--- :QILIV :3 ai - - A  ELI 

actuai parentage can affect maturity times. 

Large CaEie yr‘ a " * - -  L Y ~ C S  

Bifoliate Cattleya 
- . .  spatuiata Dendrobiums 
Phalaenanthi &fidrobiiiiiis 
Bendrobium canaiicrr!atum hybrids 

Cymbidium 

- 7 to  9 months 
- 4 to 6 months 

3 to 4 n- -.-xi- 
lUrlLr1S 

- 5 rnofitks 
- 3 months (best sent before pod splits as 

often there is very littie seed) 
- '10 to 12 months 
- 5 to 6 months 
- 5 to  7 months 
= - 2 !! lu? :th5. (It i j  ; = - - - C f - - +  4.- .---A " ' l'p'i41 -= i I  IL LV 23FI !U I " '  

before pod splits or begins to yellov~) 
10 to 4 4 

L rnofiths 

--TL,--, I :ursc, , me,-.,,. v,rvvl ;, i3~s-aiso szy-they wor;id : v ~ ~ ~ / m a t k p i - e : f e ~ n o ~  tak;io;n! the ;dual r-lnn;;ps- 

sf the plants to be flasked, as this not only ensures the secrecy of the grower's breeding 
programme! but also protects the nursery froi-11 suspicion of using ciients' piant material. 

~t aGsbjt the same tirne 1 was ar4;ii,,A e r v l a b ~  A- :y L-. ~ : j i  P .  3 ~ i l l : ~ ; : f ~  .-I:-LL I : - .  !;quid .' ueLrryefit -1 A,---- gi; m).' ferns. I 
protested that 1 had doi-,e so and it was useless, sniy to find out that I was u s i n g  the wrong 

proportions. The correct amsclnt Is 5mI sf Sunlight to one litre of water. I have used this on my 
ferfij f&wed 2 few days !atcr hv nitrm+.r;~uj feklliscr and they have imprp& oc;t of rinht I 

- 1  -=--. " 3 .  '"' 

have to confess I was shamed into looking after rriy ferns when some Orchid Study Group 
members, wh0 also also beiong to the Fern Study Groupr came on a Cairns Branch excursion to 
olir pIacem It made me reaiise that as the only SGAP membzrs !iv. ,:. ;ng - in this super wet belt, we 
are very well pesitioced to grew and have on hand good specimens sf our local ferns. 

t!7?.5A F2,4 tTFA FA or MOP&?Llrlf t4 fit?/! f 7EA TA - revisited 

E$e Qft-hadiafi of Deee~ber  2803 pukjicl- , 4 a  33 a ~ i &  iq-$$sfi w - by ! ,;r;& i8 a aogsn describing an 
orchid trip through W ~ s t e r n  Australia, In Park Zi Perth and South, Linda writes: 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ t i ~ , ~ ( ~  ,,. , ;..= !-- ai3imered A:-- spieral plants of South African Orchid ,t.;'r,nal+,v;t7 
bracfeafa. Phis was the first we had seen this trip, fl,ccor.cEinc! to - Rica - - -- Erickson - - -- in - - Orchids - - - - of the 
West, this orchid was first sighted near Albany in 19%: Having had six-++ years to spread, it's 



. . not sUyprrpij'ig that we sab*j t hem in most orchid habikts from \J2(a!psle through the Stirling 
Ranges. No place where we saw them, did they predominate over other orchids. I wonder what 
control measures; if any, are in piace?" 

(I shall ask the iP$ildfl6wer Society sf byesterit Australia if they are a:,irare of any.) 

The ASGAP neivslletter of November 2003 featured photographs of six ground orchids. What a 
pity none of them was given a name, though the photographer was; they were merely labelled 
'some favsurite orchids of the Southern Tablelands (NSbV)", One needs to have a vast iibrary- of 
books to attempt to name p la~ ts  with which one is not familiar. 

Speaking of which = We have growing ir; our garden an orchid, of local provenance, the identity 
of which I question. None of the books I have at my disposal has a photograph of an identical 
plant. Unfortunately, my botanical expertise is abysmal, and my attempt to get proper scientific 
identification failed due to my vacillating between confidence in my powers of observatios? and 
in-built procrastination. I also hesitate to pester the experts or question their advice, although I 

, ~ ,  ,s 

have been assured by wife Kate, "You can interrupt Len any time if It's to do with orcilids". 

The main reason a definitive identification did not take place is that I failed to present 
plant material suitable for dissection. I notv know that if I am keen enough to get advice on a 
piant in a pot, I merely have to ring and arrange to take the pot to the expert. This one was; 
but I did not find oufiwhile it was st;;( i~ f ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ;  it a gr~und  op&(d \vh(eh actually 
growing out of the drainage hole of the got on the grcund. 

Thinking the plant was in the ground, I should have removed two or three of the tiny 
flowers and saturated them with a few drops of methylated spirits to "fixi' them. Tnese P should 
have packed in a box with some blotting paper (or s~rnilat;) and then I could have posted them, 
(It's not a good idea to post anything with a quantity of spirits in it.) Had I wished tc drive the 
100kmsl I could have put the flowers into a small container with rnethylated spirits. 

If my photogiaph~ are not conclusive, we now have to wait ti!! no& flowering season for 
a definite identification. 

Irr one af our earlier newsletters I asked whether hybrids of indigemus orchids $!ere still 
indigenous orchids. The response was virtually 'No comment.' I suppose I should consider 
myself lucky that the comment was not "No comment; you dili.' SInce then 1 have done 

L: : : stifficiefit reading to hiow the difference bet-.iieen line-bred species snd hybrids bkit I'm s":" 
ignorant as to how the hybridiser decides which plant to use to grow the pod. 

I have a Hilda Poxon so I was very interested to read an article about this plant in ?3c 
Orchadian. (Taxonomic changes intruded, but I managed.) I already knew that this is a hybrid 
between Bertdrobiv1r7 speciosum and O Pet-ragorrurn. 1 have no idea who made this cross or 
... L:-L.  - :- .-- wrllrrt var~eties (or now species) were used in my plant, bought on the Atherton Tsblelaiids. 
hihat I do know is that my plant looks like a very sturdy B tetragunurn and gets - or should I 
say got - a lovely fiswer that tooks more like a D speziosum. 



Ai~ng with man:: I other plants this year; my Hilda Pcxon produrd a keiki, 352 of the 
plant's inflorescences had been chewed off so I decided to bring the piant to the houss for safe 
keeping. I had detached the ie,k but it in tho shade house :;;;-. ~~~ti-7 a 

predictable resuif. The plant prodciced 2 ccuple of much adsired f ( ~ \ ~ e r s  but safe keeping 
did nDt eventuate. The df~1nding insect was evidentiy h~used in the po%, vioient winds blaw my 
stands down and buried pots in a i l  directions - more than ofice f have to admit - and pcor eid 

, L I Hilda s t a ~ E d  going bac!cjp!ai-~s. Nothing I did >remr=u --- ,, f i e ! ~  SO in desperaLtion I ci;' 'a  3:: -= - ' I  &I-- L::= 

roots, as most were damaged, and tied it to a mount. Of course I had not read at  that time that 
Hilda does not iik2 her roots interfered with at the best of times; repotting is recommended as a 
last r e s o ~  root disturbance. 

Her pa;& D &$laq~fir~r~~, 2 ye?;: common plar;t around ~ C Y P  -F nrur:jS z s  &rcmely \A{P!! nn 
trees so my action was isgical. ltihat I had forgotten was that B tcfri?go~~um does not like being 

e - s -  . 
moved ana takes a iong time to re-estabiish. 1 have, of course, given Hilda plenty er i LL since! 

after reading the article I w~nder  whztt;@r it  ill recover. Ssmc of the stems are qbjite 
yellow at  the base; but there is a tiny giirnrner ~f dark green bet~ feen the two remaining leaves. 
Is it her song, or ji;st wishful thifiking? 

ORCHIDS IN A DRY RAINFOREST 

1:: T, Movember this year Pzuline and I re-visited an we had been shown ii.;l the hills behind 
-~ 

La1c.z T!nar@-e on the AthePfcin Tableiand, south wgst cf Cairns. Vegetation is basiczliy dry 
rainforest grow:ng on steep sl~pes strewn with very iarge (ho~se-size) granite bouiciers, Most of 
LL hrte~e bau&r~ are capped with mergr~Mhs of basket ftm, ny7arja ric?i&rfri8, which trap and 

retain any passing showers in their extensive nest leaves and then allow a slow drizzie of 
moisttire down tine vefiicai FQCK faces, 7711s sets up an rdeai haven for rock-iovitig piants, such 
2s  Ho~as ,  Peperomias, Pyrpssias, lichens, aspleniums and, most impo~aiitly, orchids. 

3s the lith~phy&s, fium2roe;s ~ninhl&c -T r orchids fsufid 2 tcnuoup- ljyeiih~od the 
trees grob~ii'ing between the r s t k .  hitkie specimens of P~2ctorr:~7iza ciung to tiny shrub branches 
with their roots running airnost to grouird ievei down the shrub's trunk. T,F.IQ species sf 
,P~=r-t~r7~/~;~~ seen, spcci~2ens btcnding in un&t;csively with the surrocnding leaves. 
Some small Spider Orchids, P~/:c:tc/il/m !.-l:::gsrirrf::, Lhdere seen also near eye level! but then, 
higher tip in the tree ~ O ~ K S !  we spotted some quite iarge specimens with stems over 35 ern in 
lecgth, obvi~usly d ~ i n g  ;t+eli. A fcl:; cyfn/.$d;//m ,ti;:adii$/m were seen, tolerant r,f dpi 
conditions but nowhere near as iaqe and lush as those in our very wet rainforest a t  home. A 
patch of 0.h quer?nclardica had found a niche on a tree branch overhanging a presen'eiy dry 

creek, 2nd lo.=;.ked set to stay 2nd expand. 

The Pencil Optkids, Dpndroh;lf,q r r ? r , t ! , ,  2nd the Tzbieland Pencil, 5 ,ra~.e,~.~~cr,c, which is 
distinguished by having an upwards growth habit as opposed to the penduiour t~r~t~foh'!.m 
3% penciis", were fairly common in the trees but D f ~ r ~ f i f o / i ( ~ m  really fiourisheci in the rock 
crei;ic-s. Here, spec(meRs up to 2 metre long drooped gracefully over the dark granite, often is 
company with two other ia ige rockgrowing orchids, Dmdmbiumjone~i and D speric5:n;?. 
Specimens af Dknesirangeci from tiny piants to healthy clumps of a dozen or more stems u p  
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to 30 cm In Iej-igth, with o!d flower stems evide~ce of past proftise flowering. These rock would 
look gorgeous when covered with Djunesifiowers. 

When Tinaroo Dam was built to create the eponymous lake the presence of the O 
spec?bum orchids was discovered. The 1950s and 66 saw the "Rock-Lilies" collected to near 
extinction by 'ipiant-iovet-s". These can be very iong-lived plants and it wouid be fascinating to 
know whether any of them still sur-iive somewhere. A few survivors hid olit in the rocks, 
flowered and shed their seed, and now some quite large specimens are back in place on the 
giant boulders. Some have quite interesting growth habits, being fanned out in an espalier-type 
shape, clinging quite strongly to the rock and taking advantage of every moist trickle that seeps 
from the capping Drynaria plants. 

The spectacular orchids of this hillside are not the large and obvious species, beautiful 
and attractive though they be. The plants that make one catch one's breath are the masses of 
hundreds, thousands of sinall orchids that grow in profusion and cover entire rock faces twenty 
metres wide and even higher. It is of interest that, just as humans live in their self-imposed 
ethnic ghettoes in the city, these orchids prefer their own company or, at best, that of a select 
few other species. As we clambered up, down and around the hills almost every big rock had its 
attendant orchid coloiiy. Denclrobiu!n k~gu!forme, the Tongue Orchid, ttjith its flattened, 
unobtrusive leaves would form a solid network over a rsekface leaving no room for anything 
else to grow. Ten metres away the rock would host a colony of Dmdrubiurn prenticei, 'the smali 
cylindrical stems held flat and close to the surface with occasional growths hanging over a 
sharp edge as though ready to venture off in the world to the next rock. Lily of the Valley 
Orchids, Dendrobiuits rnortop/~~~'lrm~, i i k  to hang just on the underside of a ledge where they 
can run along unimpeded by other plants. ~u/bup~7j/~!urn r;ldica~s had its owil favoured rocks 
alsoF appearing in clumps all over a surface, hanging precariously from a base that on 
examination is a strong network of roots taking advantage of every tiny ridge in the rock. 
Bti/bnp/u///um macp14ersotii; usually an epiphyte, is here a determined and successful lithophyte 
with its small succulent leaves distinctive against the dark rock. 

The tiniest of the lithopytes and the most spectacular was Dendr-obiurn toressac 4 
rockface, which from a distance appears to be uninhabited, suddenly springs to life with 
thousands of tiny, shining red laves, with an sccasionai yellow blob of flower showing, 
surprisingly large agai~st s ~ c h  minute leaves. PIants appear to be lifeless unt~l examined 
carefully - possibly their defence at this very dry time of year. When sheltered from the savage 
afternoon Summer sun, the plants are the usual green. 

The larger growing Deijdrobiurn b;ii/eyiiwas indiscriminate Ifi its choice of neighbours. It 
occurred in clumps near the tops of boulders or snaked own a crevice for a couple of metres, 
looking heaithy and happy. 

We had f w n d  seventeen differziit species of orchid in a morriing's cr'imbing and 
scrambling, and knew that there were others in the area we had not seen on the day. -We 
enjoyed our sandwiches and water while sitting on - yes, a rock! The view could not be bought 
by any millionaire but is available to all with a modicum of physical abil'ity. 'GPv'e f~ iJ~.wed a dry 
creek back to the road and were rewarded by the sight of a small clump of Christmas Orchid, 
Calmthe triglicata, growing in a ieafy soak . What a wonderful morning, one to treasure in the 
memory forever. 



This g-- , ,= el ru- of Australian tirehid5 ;:,:as retenii); broiight to otir i-.;&ice by way of 2 ra":her amusing 
occurrence to a weii-known SGAPer. The genus C! '~~Jr :&fs~r :  comprises about twenty species, 
mostly foilnd southern Austraiia - South Austraiia, Tasmania,, victoria and south Wales, 
with a fe\:< species e&=~ding to 1~ Zealand and southern &e;ice~siafid, One species only is 
endemic to the Athedm Tabiela~ds of Ncrth Queensland. 

chj'flg/cF,:c is one of the group of hSivE: evolved 5 =qer;,; spec[alised fabclliim 
which may resemble such things as insects or birds. It seems that this resernb!ance is designed 

entice male insects ifit9 thinking that the labeiiwm is a female of his species and so he 
f - -- -L- . ..ILL :L a e e ~ p t s  ,u fl idLt: W;tli lLs  1I,Vhat ~ati~fae-ic~ this may give him i s  not record&, but he docs 

depart from the experience with the orchid's poltinia which he then deposits during his next 
effort a t  pseudocopulation, Reminds me a bit of what the army doctor used to say to we 
iecrliitS = c s ~ - v  LC, G ~ a r  -, ,-I; f r ~ m  girls f i h ~  don't i ~ o k  right er you'll ~.omething you that you 
don't want.Ii 

C,!7j/pg!cYj5 zr2 terre~rrisi orchids and usual!:: f s i j c ~ r  grasslands n; scl-roph~il forest 
-~ ' ?  

areas at  all altitudes. i hey survive unfavourable eonditiofis by esritraet~ng to a small tuber 
which bursts into iife when it somehow senses that the  time is right. The plant consist-5 of two 
basal iez=:-- -.,cS =!id -- a flower spike which is sni:: ab~uk one cej-itimetya high= After 2 favou~able I 

encauritei with a rartdy wasp the fiower s t a n  elongates dramatically to 20 cm - a method cf 
ensuring that the seed has a good spread when the fruit dehisces. 

I - .  c > .  TG r&urfi SGAB fr ie~d: he Jkes 53 a .I;.-8 ,, ---- a ~ ;  =ayc -- . a a -  c: llth f?r;.rmeriy dairy 
country. Over the years ha has transformed this into a thriving mixed species forest area 
dissected by a deiightful chuckling watercourse. His flowering eucalypts this year attracted one 
of the itinerant t-obber bands of sulphiir crested roost all over the trees and 
destroy far more tinan they eat. Our friend suffered their depredations and in time the birds 
moved zhs&iy af$envardsi he noticed an unfarn."r !! lay patch of weeds had appeared beneath 
the tree5 recently monsterEd by the cockatoos. It was obiiobis that not only had they damaged 

r,r, rr;r>.q 8 i n i a j = r s + n r !  LA= r c C  C n  ;F-J~MAA;-,C~I.S x a c f C L  -I.-.-.CI- t reg i  h3-j udriyn~r l  Tr-- c ~ a r l  ---H ~f cni-- 4 ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ m  - L i - . .  I,, i 3  L~~~UVHI ICLU.  I IL JLL 4.u I I ~ I I I I F U ~ ~ L G I Y  V V ~ L I I  ~ ~ C I U C  

and wheeibarrow and was on his third load to the tip when he noticed that some or' t k 2  
weeds" had flowers = r;ot 9rdir;a;jr weed flowers but flowers that resembled ;ge of 

insect. Ahem!! 

This was his t\nrenti&h year of occupa.&ion ~f t h t  piope* 2nd f i cQ2r  before had ha seen 
CiIrjcsJ~ffl~ /onqic!~vz$a there, nor had he suspected their presei-;lre in the area. He dses have a 
fairly reiiable occurrence of the ieafiess Nodding Orchid, Eg@ogium tose~rl7? ,which surfaces 
ezch Chrisfmas but to  haye <zbibo/n(-fi:i: / & j ~ t 7 i ~  the only tropiczi species af the genus 
growing iike a weed in hi5 etvn place was one of t h a e  serendtpitstis thrills that eniy a 
dedicated native piant enthuslast can appreciate. 

It , ~9. i .c- '~ ' -  ,~-,s+u:c tr L. :a, t: L. :e ~ l i ; ~ ~  L ' s  .AE LL -4~14 have dropped either seeA or tubers berteath t:".e 
gum trees. It is possible that their droppings may have changed the ~ t ruc tu rg  or pH sf the soil 
by just the amount that the dormant orchld tubers required to spur them into life. Hetlce, his 
L - -  . -..=:-- LL- ---  L L -.-..- L a -  -,.- 
1 u: ~ c d : d f j i c  i f :  afiGfiFiily L r l e  auLkieS to stay in his trees resuited jn a vepi ppld 5d:1L UQiIU3 I V I  VUC 

friend, 


