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Iants Wthh are often a brownish or reddish
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perfume. Other pollinating agents known are Flies, wasps and even termltes in the case of
Western Australia's Rhizanthella gardneri. Howers ma'y' oniy iast a short time - Gastrodia
queens/andica appears above ground for less than a fortnight after

D/b’ymopiexfs pallens also flowers with the first rains of the wet and individual flowers last less
than a day. Others, Erythrorchis cassythoides and Pseudovaniiia foliata , survive for as long as

the food source lasts. Since this is usually a large fallen tree the plant can persist for several

WL 2VRI LS IGaLe e MmO

years. In that time these two species wiil have produced perhaps billions of seed to float over

after the onset of the wet seascn.

the iandscape and seek a suitably receptive ianding ground. Erythrorchis produce flower stems
up to a metre long, ea:“ holding eighty or so flowers, whilst Psewdovaniiia is even more prolific
Plants have been reported to have many flower stems two metres long, each with up to 150
flowers

Some saproph‘y;c orchids flower regularly according to climatic conditions, e.g.
Epipogium roseum or Dipodium hamiltonianum. Others such as Eulophia zo//mgef need a
stimuius to |ﬁ|‘tlate fiowering which can then be quite spectacuiar. These are e rarely seen
orchids Ever- more rarely encountered are the Rhizanthellas - the species gardner/ is endemic
to Western Australia and species s/ateri ranges from SE Queensiand to Central eastern NSW.
These orchids spend their entire life cycie underground and even their inflorescences do not
properly break the surface.

the food source and the mycorrhiza, and such actions as digging them and transpiantmg lead at
best to a short life in the new situation. Some success has been ach i =
AiFin -

sesamoides, which grows in a range of conditions in all states as well as New Zesland. Tubers

planted close to Eucalyptus trees may survive for some time.

on his proper‘cy T.‘“IE“I he is richer tn an Croesus since no monegy can Uuy‘ suchn a gar ien
decorstion.
BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATIONS
We recently had a2 very encourading mailing from Kate Vicek, of Scarsdale, Victoria. Kate is a

e recently had a very encouraging mailing from Kate Vicek, of Scarsdaie, Victona. Kate s a
botanical artist who is very keen on native orchids, and she has sent us a portfolio of beautiful
gray-scale orchid iflustrations. Since Kate is from Victoria, her illustrations are necessarily those
of s;at"e““ Australian pla“ts We plan to get some high -ua“:,f photocopies done of Ka_?te"s
artwork, and feature one of her species in each issue of forthcoming newsletters. We shail
commence with Dipodium punctatum in this issue since it ties in very neatly with our exposition
on canronhvtic orchids
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