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-,e F:re peninsula is a pr~mifient fe=turs of the Aust;aliafi roastljfie, thrusting I n t ~  the 
Southern Ocean to divide the Great Australian Bight from Spencer Gulf. The Gawler Ranges 
define the nshhern limit of the ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ . ~ i ~ ,  which is approxiiiiately 250 kiii fromi nofih to south - 
frcm ab.>ut latitude 31 South to 25 South. This n!=rp= ra---- it in appro;.:i-ately the latitude of 
Canberra and also the wildflower-rich southern tip of Western Australia. The eastern, Spencer 
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UUIT, was€ is relatively snelcerea rrom tne ocean DUE me wesiern coast is sugect €0 the s€rong 
: ; ; i d =  i.,f +he $.?: :+her- nre=e 
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The :~.i/rofe of tire ?errinsu!= is fairly !ow-lyi~g, ivlth some higher grcund i l  the s~utheast 
and northeast. Rainfall is universally low, but a wide variety sf plant life exists, often in niche 

- .  iscat,snss The dominant .v.egeQl,oe;t the compr,ses se.v.erai uarietres of i.iaiiee; The rs 
-L -:-I- , ,,, ~ e j y  and is derived fro;Iz2 some of Eakhls S.',. 
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Australian orchids have evoivecl so as to survive where other plants would not. The Eyre 
Peninsula is a dramatic iiiustratisn of the tenacity of native piants in genera! and orchids in 
pahrular. The orchids found a;? the tzrr&rial species that arc rzn=h!e --I---- sf S C I Z ~ ~ ~  3 zr: - . =  
opportunity - either climatic or man-made - to flourish and grow, t~ set seed for the future and 
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about Eyre Peninsula. The front and back covers of the magazine have beautiful photos of 
pteros'iyiis orchids that in tne area of Eyre Peiiinsiiia in the por"l iiiicoin iocaiityy, 
and the ma;nr =,+lrre - a b,-,+nnicz! ,e,.Jsn,.iplA: -S c..-- n,,;,,. .I, &,I,,, , ., A, , S,,,;,,e;-- 
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journey through a part of Austraiia that is quite unknown to me. The information was compiled 
i-. . *;- - i. ?%e= i==.+- i . . i - i  -= L i -  - J - -  .L- - -. . E - - -  L- I- - - ~y tne nra uisciir;r groups CIT rne area ana so its accuracy bas to be precise. 
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regianal conference at  Port Lincoln earlier this year, printed in the South Australian BPS Journal 
of Nsveii1ber ZOO4. 

Many interesting p!anis are iiste& i n  the above azA]cics, but we shall highlight some of the 
characteristics sf orchids mentioned, to give a iittle further depth to the story. 

Pte;-'lqs!-y/;/:;': p!yr/jl:,rr~,;fha: Rpr! . .,, Ch-il 2: IF:! L? n , -pk ;A  C !  :!12. Th;- : : ::J '-': - -hiA C:  :.'A :J ;- -,A,-;- F :  ..AG::::~- tn -- ----. Sn: :fh . , A: .---. :qtrz!i;: -..- 2nd in I ""- 
the right conditions spreads vegetatively tc form colonies of small plants. The flowering stem . . - .. . . . , -. appears be';fleen ~ ~ r ~ i  and Augustl is about 15 cni in height, and suppofis a cypicai rterosviis 



c ! '= . , . , ~~  : iL'Yv=: cL'YUL -L.-~ Eh 30 M M  long, with red stripes. e/yf.tijdc;c~fic/i;j nrderc +P. firn:n: in 
P' -= -' - '- g. l.. 2 . .  

conjunction with rnallee shrubs on red sandy soil. 

~'!..~l-~cf!/~<< d~,!;T;h~<hl~/r?: Lsng-tcfigued She!! Orchid. Ti?is i t  =imi!=r f,-, " 
t ,.. , , , , , -, ,, ,- rf-t j(i"!'>r;7:~;~th?; with a 
slightly smaller flower, and with graen as well as red striper running the length sf the flower. It 

. . occgrs ii-! Victoria slid tan co ion ise  coastal so,is in with p/antss 

. ~ 
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Western and Eastern Australia, and this pretty pink-flowered orchid is an example. Cz/adenia 
i- " C  
/a:j:r!/;,.; js also found in S\A: Western Austra[ia, Tasmsania and victoria. it is usuaily a soastai 

4 . .  dune plant, forxinr: a sn:nnzP= -- .-;,. -- in rrjni::nrtInr: --.. J-, .--.-, . ~ ~ ~ ' + ~  E:L:: ~ ; - r l n n m P  y c :  i v G =  Lvyz: rAa~arlnm i n . n .  ~h,-lll-.- - a  2 s  a x s  x x  The f!c~t:~rc ZZZP.Z!- ; ' ' 3  ".. "-" '" '"""' -3-r--' 

from A~gus t  to the end of year on stems to 40 crn in height. The flowers are bright pink, about -- 
J'XK X T O S S .  

$-'~~:?r;.-/;-?l: n!qr7rc7~.l;: Red Bc-ks. Also ~ c c u r s  in southern States. Fi~wer5 f r ~ g  F,enfem hsr to r""'-" 
N - - -  &ember. ilowers are hooded and somewhat similar to Pterostyiis but occur in bracts 

. . .  - . , -  n . ., to ten striped fio.fiers, each to 4 cni acr ass. z-.-. ..a ' - -  -- --La- i;-i iL:- ---,.a%- 
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a visit to an area near iulka, south of P a t  Lincoln, in August 2601. The area had suffered a 
-. x ;  i ;-Ti..- - i  i - i - i _ i  i i _ -  ... -- -.. L._- A. , ,_- -,,., rleice O U S ~ T I ~ ~  amuK ergm mm~ntrrs previrru~iy and aii i ie trees and iarye snrubs were siili biack; 
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F. 

;- !:':*rl;:-iiie: n~r.:r~-c..nswas formerly known as hyperanthus nigricans. 

. . ,4~c/7..~9-r"t7 ..v! - l . i -  strict3. Formerly k-swn 2s ~ J J Z ~ P R ~ ~ ?  &;"i.)&~z ~ 2 :  &,ri~f?, this Specre= is endemic to 
South Australia and seems to be quite rare. 

,PhP!s-<;7~?; ~ > : l > ~ ? ! ~ ~ :  I cannot find this plant i n  our e..?.rnsivc but dated ovzhid !ibrai-I!. It may be 
re-taxed from Ca/ac'~>:;,;: c'r5v-rnkf which cccurs in southern States and prefers to grow under 

i . - i L : L  E F- r = -  smaii shrubs in coastai districts - \jery much a naotr: or tvi.g y e n j n ~ ~ i a  orchids, .;'ort~.c describes 
Ca/3dp/7;3 & ' f i 7 r ~ ~ ~ j k ~ ~  "2 rhesw -. .--. I ---- !i*!e crrhlr! -. -. ,,- h~2rinn --=, . * % =  2 - c c ! i t z ~ ~  --..-. hrjnht .-. .=..- h!::-, -'=- f ! i?~~~:~! -"  . .--.-. . 

On such 5 rhbe,fgl note wz shall conclude Ijzle in: :rnp3-. to the FLTP PPE~RS: :iz t:iith 
J'"""7 - 1  3 - . - >  :.. .--.- I - - , - ' .  

the hope that one day we may even manage to see its botanical and geol~gical diversity on a 
. . .  
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Jane Hutchinson have produced a booklet " Orchids of Lower Eyre Peninsula" which 6s avail~ble 
A. ---- b s - i -  - - - ;rurrl 5.A. puGjjtasonS Officer Br.uce Sknner, P Box Maccies"ield 5153. 
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, , V " "  , t U V k  . a , -  " y y w ,  b&-,, ,Lr ." w v  4 w , , , -  

personal research on i ts affects or: an orchid popuiation. 
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incursion by road works. Vde could have saved dozens more plants were we to know what was 
to ~ g - m e ~  The "f\iationaj sparks and \fl/iirifire Serv,ce" - cocrees~ of a ieEe-= writer t o  The 
!,;;::J:=.: ,norf= hsc. . .-- once again set fire t.=. the -..- r!w -. cr !~r~phy l !  fC)r& nn the Gil!ies Hjgi;-~w. This 7 ""' 



fire was so intense it wined r-- n::t '-- =!m.~=t -" ,.-- a!! as, t h e  w ,-  enet eta ti.^:: . -J--w-. . ,, Ir, . thlc, w, .,- and gkher, small re-nant 
rainforest gullies. Mary and I attempted to make a close inspection, but it was irnpossibie to 
-;I.--;- 2 L,- - J -- i i  -- - - I  -. 1-- A - i i - i .  _ .-.-A- - K  z-.. c ~ ~ r n o  aown irom the reaa as mere was nor even a scorcnea SLICK, vine or biaie or  grass ror a 
hand-ho/d. The ground was burnt bare and now consists of dpj, slippep; ,:each and 3 f5.v pscks 
where there used to be moss-covered fallen lags and twigs covered with orchid seedlings, and 

. . -  God foiiis what =ise, yi';'e waiked a i,eie fufiher up the  road where iacii of iindergro.flth gave 

us 2 view of sofie tailer trees. '$45 found one large plant burned to 3 crisp 2nd another singed. 
Even if this shocked plant flowers and fruits, there is nothing around, either below or above the 
road, approximates a sld,tabie 

I felt as though I had beer: kicked by a mule arid each time we pass this devastation 1 
find the sight distressing. At this stage all we can do is keep a watch on the roadside plants. To 
conduct proper research there needs to be two of us and we shall have to have suitabie ciothes 
and bonk, ett., but dr: it I will. 

Margaret comment-& "It was interestin.? J thzt ="-- you featured - e ! ~ t ~ ~ ! : ~ . ~ . , ~  p~uc~f , f~ , rC~ in the latest 
newsletter because they are one of the orchids flowering in our area a t  present. They have 

L;L A.TLy-. ;rz aiiiiaiis been a DIL U I I  I ICUlt .for iiie L ; ~  identify because itiieii seem to have such varhb\e 
and 3 variet;,; of =lours (pa!e to deep blue, mauve, pink, .r,cr=am 2nd white). You are right w";.~ 
you say that they will only open fully in very hot weather, otherwise they just self-pollinate. This 
hO.WWe\ier, means that ,f 1 .w.a"i to get a photograp"" of a fiiiiy fio.WWer I kaii to go ," 
the bush in te-pzratures I consider toe hot for bushwalking! For exa-p!e, today, in 38" 
heat I Pound a flower open on a small 'pauciflora' had eluded me for many years. I must be 
mad! Fofiunateiy the it was on was in s"ades;? f , * H  ..- L t-lVlargarer put entries 
intG the Photegraph!t Competition held in sorljuncGo,.;. with the 5th ANCS conference held i n  
Sydney in September.) 
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journal of the Herbarium in Melbourne, I think) entitled 'A revision of the The(~n~/f{apaucifl~ra 
csrnpiex in Austraiia', where he has described and iiiustrated i5 new species. i was pjeased t~ 
sze the cefl z$po/~p?jfra t r ~ n / f i &  f r ~ m  B&zy South Maii.z.nal Park a t  #urnel! dcscrjbed. Ik 
identity had puzzled me. I always referred to it as 'pauciflora gone wrong'.'' 

Margaret again: "\Ne ha:-:e ';wo species cf tree fern in our area - ~ ~ ; ~ , ~ / ; ~ ~  ccc,ye.':' r-,, 2n,4 ..,,- C\;,7fr4~r: , .-.., 
ausf.rallj- 1 have had success growing Denu',-~brl,r77 !cI't;gimum inside the hollowed out part sf 
i:y.%=a aii5:r;-j; The seem to have tak=n hoid aro.und the inner  of the'pot' and ,'i 
provided "Lh best displW ever this year, probably %idEd by the drought conditior:5 here 2nd my 
neglect. I didnZ do anything to the tree fern before piacing plants in it and it has lasted about 
s.:- f ive  .- years so far and seems to be geBii7g be-J-erm" 

= r, ,4 LL - - - -. . . - .. !$Je ;"A.ere asked if we had 3 librap+ for the use sf studY group members, u,,u d;;;k";r; 

is no. It was sussested - - that we could have a CD library of photographs members could borrow 
particuiarly for ID purposes. I unow many members make iabuious digital photographs of 
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buff. Is anyone interested? 

!A!= <4er-:,-!=,-4 *,-, i!!; ie*~=+= *hie fi!e3;!c!d-kGz ,x#:, r, r , r s -  :4 k'=*zi E+Gz+-Pz+%;!:c AF=;A;:%~~ &- 
V Y ,  UkkIu.-W CV I I I ~ a ~ l  id<- & a  iia r.,IYiiiLLLJ .w~v3;tf; VNL - a  I,=L, . l..bl,a I *.-a w J b I I I J  -I U I Y I I  IYII, is 

complement the two i7t~r.a5fyli'.? cover pictures on Au,rtrlafisn Plank. Kate has titled the flower 
. .  . . . .. 

she drew as "Pterostylis sp. ( probably sp= aff; lungrf~iraj, Szarsdale"; Kate Is being conservative 
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species and awaits further work by the taxonomic "splitters". The piant occurs from southern - south Austraiia, through Victoria and New South Vdaies and as far north as southem 
Queen+hd 2nd south to include 7;lsmazj~. Fayoured habiht is mp.ist p.m: :nd in scl-pchvfi 

3 .  --..- 'T" i 

forestsf and unlike most E?e!'o_ciyfis it does not form large vegetatively propagated colonies but . , . . .  ,. . . .  . . t . , . a  reproduces oniy seed ge ation. q7;_ .- :a-a' -i--t- ---am- ---- --- -nu- 
1% ! r 3 u i L - b  !;! <JLLd>iUi 1 Z j d i  iL> ! ei! !=! L! id! 1 L! ;= i!rul = r.- 

common "drift-" of many piants whose flowzrs can present a field difficuit ta ~z~.alk across 
without crushing some b/osm~.  

w-+A L - c  m;..*L. 8 8 -  c ,--- -.-.he- t, ,,,a,,,,, , her i!!: Icfr3+inE. " p hE,qif,,j:;7 n.s,;:,rc in 4h,- s._* 1 .11 . -1 .  .._ . .#IF . , , / I - =  I * ?  &I i , l l l l l / r n , S l J  z.-u- ..-a y.7 -. . -- s - s z z -  z z - - - u  %- -d--b",,,--,: , , "%' "'""'"""'. : ,v,= z" "'" =' ".' " ' " '- 

Scarsdale area (Ed: SW of Ballarat) where I was living. It seems to  prefer a more open 
._ - -_I; - .- -2 -  _ _ - _I 2 _ ._ L I _  _ position; chuasifig citzarea areas on ibe  edge sf, ra'tner than iight in the bush, It also seems to 
!il;[-. ggrswjng in the cc-eany of small grsss trees ( i ~ ~ : ~ f : ' ! ~ ; 7 : C 7 F , ~  irrlilVII. r ~ i ~ 1 q r 4  a.L Ti- I =  I d  r ; :  YUICi  it^ =. b, +=!! CHll 

Greenhood, up to, say, k0 cm high with many flowers. It also has quite a long and variable 
-. ~. -. 
L _. . . .  - : _ 3 7 i . . ._ 2 L ,  . , . . . . - I- - L a -  ,nr:.-L-.- i F . .=.- - -_L L. .- _ I.. r~owering perlea, I nave observea rnem rrQwerrng i 7  bs~kv'iinter ana a l ~ ~ n g ~  m9sr; pr~fuseiy in 
t,,C,,L,, L ! & -  
7 - 3  m m  7 Z A ~ , - ,  , - a  ;G=E =it?:; h=t=! !==',;et .?T: fhit t;ie?Iet = Iz€fe=F! there =re r 7 7 = f i ' l t  n=rT.^. !AI  
4 k p r r i l i i Y i r .  & I .HVi , ,  C i r . # r r  U l l j  YUCU, ,-UI'-I V I I  \ r l l l - r  -p-11.--. I I I - . C % U U  * I , - , -  - 1 -  lliwilr 1 i U 1 1 Y S I  

leaves along the length csi the stem. This is very different to the other common Pterostyiis 
. . . . . 

3 -  s r - ~  
. . 

A z . .  ~ ,:--I -1% species in the area. 7 which ~ . . . ~  have basal ri.seEes of ieaves; The fused iaterai separs (1ot.rer !rpj s i ~  
9 .  8 .  3 is =fi r 7 Z G f i  $!=+ i~;k:.-h ;C =ier? r * ; e e ~ ~ e f i +  fr9 f i 7 r ? ~ *  c?*hSSF !rYr-=! ! F ~ ~ > ~ ~ ~ f " p ' ~ ~ ~  ePxa<-i&~ %h;:7ir-h =;+ 
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in a ciosed, upright position, The actual label!urn is extremely sensitive, constantly changing 
oasition, - - -. respond~ng t u  the slightest n~overnent (even n7y ~ r e a i n j  wilen I was &awing it," 

apoiogisc to ezepjnne 2,gd e+neip;zllv K2fe ---r r----Aa I-';-- -' ?-.-r &r2!,l,iqnG. n: :r - . . - - . . - - - - - . -, = 3 "-" C2! &: zG * ** x* z, r v  sz s Z% # #  2 %  3 E t  ,s * %-:: ; ?Gf -, - ,, 
r--* -rs --"""' = z - I  --' 

options for prints were limited on this occasion. I f  anyone would particularly like a better 
z a n  . . .  e . t .  . . .  , , ,u ,2 ' . ,L: , ,  ,: ,,,, :A& .., 1 ,,,... ,,A ..,&.,I -I---- iZ-Y s Y - . , . P . ^ Y  --.- -.-a * : C ~ I  VUULLIVI I: piCd3C ICL u5 nr iuw cli iu t~ie ii I euu t r  ici I i iur 1 1  iclusiui i 1 ient iiiiic.) 

#ate is n.=;w living in ga/larr& 2nd writes: "S2psi-e=~~:"..~r=Q~t-b~- ~: : i !T iF i f i~~ i+~ 2nd ;+- 
r--"'-" ..*.-. G - 7 7 = .  -. .-, ::: 

particularl orchid season around these parts. Everything seems to come out at  ance at;d my jab 
= ~ . * ~% , -, , - ,, -. 3 .  , . . * ~  - is to record as niucb 07 it as p~ss ib ie .  i hamMuiiYi 3imon has heen pbotograpbtng ei,:erping tar 
-zr  5s I can caf--h up on m:: Ara:~:i.?-n=   at,-^ k?:: s,:n:n firr-hIA~ hz::~ h ~ ~ n  +!,srn:~rinn - a!! +h+ 

" ' I  -'--"" 31 '"'-'. ' ', .,"" " """' n u - .  - w-"' '""" "'- 3 "" -"- 
Pterostylis species were in fuil flower when we returned from Cairns and are basically finished 
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days of sunshine we've and my recent acquisitions, some Diuris (grsbabiy D ga,:si:va) have all -~ ~ = . . .  . . . . .  
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next year." 
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Park (an orchid hotspot) and I finah'ygot to see some Helmet Orchids. It was a wonderful day 
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a r i a  we saw heaps of beau~irui tnlngs; 
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