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the right conditions spreads vegetatively to form colonies of small plants. The flowering stem

Pterostylis erythroconcha:
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fire was so intense it wiped out almost all the vegetation in this, and other, =ma'! remnant
rainforest gullies. Mary and I attempted to make a close inspection, but it was impossible to
climb down from the road as there was not even a scorched stick, vine or bi ade of grass for a

nd-hold. T was d nsists earth and a few rocks

a orchid seedlings, and

d e Wi further up ti cK of undergrowth gave
us a view of some taller trees. We found one large plant burned to a crisp and another singed
Even if this shocked plant flowers and f uits, there is nothing around, either below ove the
road, which approximates a suitable seediing site.

I felt as though I had been kicked by a mule and each time we pass this devastation I

find the sight distressing. At this stage all we can do is keep a watch on the roadside plants. To
conduct proper research there needs to be two of us and we shall have to have suitabie ciothes
and boots, etc., but do it T will.

THELYMITRA PAUCIF!

Margaret commentad: “Ttwa

newsletter because they are one of the orchids floweri ﬁg in our area at present Th y have

always been a bit difficult for me to identify because they seem to have such variable Tlowers
P . i ~f ,alariee fommla bn Ao b U N Y W, JgE R . N -
and a variety of colours {paie to geep u!UE, mauve, ping, oream and wn te) YoU are ..g.ht wnen
you say that they will only open fully in very hot weather, otherwise heyjust self-pollinate. This
however, means that if I want to get a photograph* of a fuily open flower I have to go out in
the bush in temperatures which I consider too hot for bushwalking! For example, today, in 38°
heat I found a flower open on a small ‘pauciflora” had eluded me for many years. I must be
madi Fortunately the mossy rock it was growing on was in the shade.” (*Margaret put entries
into the Photoarachic Competition held in coniunctHon with the 5th ANGS Coanfarsnrs Lald in
MWW Wi 1 IIVL\ISI H'Jl 113 V\JIII'J\—LIH]UII 1131 1Y Wil jHI T Wil NILII L% w/Gll AU Y Wed Wi T el Wl Tt TN 111
Sydney in September.)

“I have been reading with interest an article by Jeffrey Jeanes in Muelleria 19 (the

journal of the Herbarium in Melbourne, I think) en t|tled ‘A revision of the Thelymitra paucifiora

compiex in Australia’, where he has described and iliustrated 15 new species. I was pieased to
see the new Z;e/ymltra atronitida from Botany South National Park at Kurnell described. Its

g
-—-., PIIT T RI N S G S

identity had puzzled me. I always referred to |t as ‘pauciflora gone wrong’.

r r

TREE FERN MOUNTS

Margaret again: “We have two species of tree fern in our area — Cyathea cooperi and (Cyathea
australis. 1 have had success growing Dendrobium kingianurm inside the hollowed out part of
Cyatfiea australis. The roots seem to have taken hoid around the inner sides of the ‘pot’ and it
nrovid e hact dienlay aver thic vear nrobably sidsd by the droucht conditione here and m
[udd UVl Wi T WA IR e VMl W ¥ Wl pE \’IJ\AIJI, I WY W% M R T WA RAOLCTHIT 11ICI € S in,
neglect I didn” do anything to the tree ermn before placing plants in it and it has lasted about

o far and seems to

five ye€ars 5
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ested that we could have a CD i rarv of Dhot grap hs members could borrow
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