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This barge re-nant of d?; :rainforest gained it- P==S tu,,,, LI-, A : : =  fi: by ;+c :%., -.I%UU5iV2j citi :=fin. TV ~ f t  -:. ::::& f r ~ m  
Mount Garnet and also 40 miles from Mount Surprise, on the road which joins the Cairns 
iAinieriaild to Normank.nn or Hughenden, the base of the Cape 'fork ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ 3 ~  j n  xoEh 
5: :essnc!=zr! 

r 4 , u z  1- 

= , , '- ,-, -&- , r>* -  a,-- - --:-z ---- L ik7 +b,= + r,-,r, --A - . ~ L  < ,  ,- ,,,, ,,,* ,,, ,, ,,,,,, ;u; :d:;:;~;rk: !,, ,, b, w y l L a  d:;U ~ u u - : ~ v ~ ; : L s  is the presence of 
vines/l~anes. (In temperate/eoid climates, tree ferns are the key piant), Vines are profuse in the 

iqile, but the canopy is not aiways s;osedG i.eiitlerous emergei-lt trees rLIrin as Burdekin 

Ylum 2nd \!:J"Jht2 &Aai-, &--j5 0b;jsrll2 ,Oj;:3n/;l73,< l,p!fh,rrg are deciduous in the dPi,.- 
season mid-year and climbers and epiphytes get a strong dose of sunlight a t  this time. T ie  
Scrub is a t  an altitude of 740 n-tetres, with an average rainfail sf 880 rnm- It constitutes a 
nstahje ?.!atcrshed = rain to the cast drains into the B!:rd&in Riy@r'C~-a! 552, 2nd to the west 
to the Gulf of Carpentaria. The ground is covered with rocks, which prevent any significant 

-r , " ~ !  ,. a 

grass groAth thus fire-prtiof the area. i fie rackS are CoVerea witn iicnefis and 
~ ~ s s c s  3r.d -,niph.a+a; -P I - -  are profuse, 

Gro:~:h ~f E ~ S S ~ S  2nd eni h\/t25 n n c c i h ! ~  h:: 2  irk of Ger,granhi:. aithnt inh the r Pi., . .  , , . -,.em-g,. -..- 
nature of the ground precludes moisture retention, the hydr~philes are weli sewed Lay . .  . . .  iipdi.aiigh'is of ladeii a i r  .wr"liCh oiws jg  a Steady towards the  Scrub the 
fucne/-shapeb Herbe& Rver Gcrge =r,d u!ti-at-ly fro- the c.=ira: Sea reme 180 km away in 2 
direct line. A distinctive featu're of the Scrub is the presence of hu~dreds of giant B ~ t t l e  Trees 
(Rrzchychiton austrdis). These are very rcteptiiie to the orchid species I ? P ~ ? F ? Q ~ ~ I , F  
, ~ ~ ~ ( ? , ~ i l ~ i j ' ~ , ~  (Bu~erc-p Orchid), which c-9 rolcnise 3 large area of the upper pa& of a BGEiz 
Tree and when in flower present a beautiful show of gale yeil~tv f owers. 

Other nsted in the Scr& are [ Jpn / - ; i~ /> , - ! ;~?  bfi!n~/!~z,?,~'- 2 ~;;iiaii, "pencil" 2:ype 
orchid - which flowers severa! time a year and has a penchant for growing on vines and small 

whish die before the does, caaJs,ng it to falj to the grs-und and join the gene pooiz 

, - q . - . . ~ ~ - ~ , * , ,  .-- ;: ,-,-.. ?;r- .+.-- 7- n.q-z -.--!-:A .-.. , 
r . . . k - r l u  3!j!%.JJ .I: I<?:,:! t)( J J  -, ,- , d B  ,. =i ., I.= i,;r~rriu, 50 nam& bcca:rs@ or if5 snap.c. r i is another 

coisniser on tree trunks, and presents crystal-white flowers in profusion in the dry winter 
3iiiy-Septefiber. 

, .. ~ ~ ~ c ~ J & ~ n g ~ c j ~  2/771: f / ;  ff l~y,pr~ at about the rawme time 2nd is 2 tiny ~;rchid which also 
favours fragile twigs but can be fotind in large numbers on small tree trunks. Their flowers, 
... e L ---- C-ii.. :--i x - - -  L:--, i..L --- L .-.. ii-i w i ~ i ~ r ~  rrperl ~ e q ~ e r ~ ~ \ d \ i y ,  MSL a iorq iititc UUL die so iiily Llldi a lens is required t o  appreciate 
their p~ i fec t  orchid baa&y:;:. 

- . . - ,  
2,r?/%/7g(77::!j5 ; z ~ ~ L ! ~ ' " - ~ r  i : . , - l . r  /the \ - a  ,, 4p.rLl l lh  Ci?Frifir n;,~e l i w r l a r  y I v b 4  ~ i : ; ~ ~  =frc33n 4 h I V l l y  C:UC -10-  i- L V  Ki- : :v%~~cI  a , - -  >:LC:; -:--I.\ it .---If - r r I : u l l  L m ~ n d s n  

pendulous epiphyte with racemes to 6 crn isng holding b i o  to eight wh/te flowers from 
- .  
No5Y.embet to J-anuaryz - -=:a vvc a - - .  ncive .- .- rluL -i. yeL .-A. been a- - -. Z-  rununaie  .-. -L - enut;gk to see this piai-rz in f i o l ~ , ; z . r s  

The giant of the Qpchir!ace=e famiiy in ';he Scrub is the ubiquitous ~ f m ~ ~ / ' & j f ~ ;  

~;~ ,~ ; : " ; : ' I J / J? [J I :~~  with old clumps a metre or mare in diameter on the larger trees. 

It will b2 that all the above srrhids are epiphytezJ and now the eag]e-eysd oi-rhid 
people of SGAP have positively identified the first terrestrial orchid of the Scrub, as reported 

by r " -  V l a r f .  



The natural range of g fijj+*(ico--en.;e= in the Innisfai! distrjct, a b ~ u t  40 km p u t h  of 
our home, and goes north to Pa!::t.u, where it grows in gr!.:;qi: nut-,hers in climatic areas simiiar 

. .  . . . 
to g n,."c:,,-'ihi-i.v.es ," iatviand trop,cai swampy areas where the a i r  is constanti.y. 
hot. The plant is si-ilar in appearance to the !ocalty to-mon &! G;5f-/O;-- the Golden 
Orchid - but the stems sf B nindiiare darker in colotr!. and the leaves more elliptical in shape. A 

"as stems up  mc, mcttes in iengtn and fiowers are a i,iac coiorrr, ty.p 
dendvrihii im eh3nc. , wwt.A,,, 2, ,U,JL. 

Our home plar:t has been attempting to flower since Jan~aqt zar;d currenib has just 
eleven gravid buds which will open before end of March. This is the third inflorescence this 
year; the others have aii been monsterea by insects or weather and the fiswers aborted. The 
ru;rent i~f!ores.rence has scfferd c~nsider&!e d r ~ p  b~k h ~ p e  the syri*.r'or~ ~ j ! !  rc-ain. 

!!!.!hy are we 20 keen on D i!ii7i;.ii7 a c h a ! ! ~ ~ c e  PQ c ! : r r ~ c c f : : ! ! y  g r n  2nd flsfler if 1- ------' "" ' -1 

even here in its native habitat. I t  has an interesting history: the first plant named bhJas found on 
- - .  2 Gctober , 1873 during the first expioratioii oi- - . ,  joiiris';oiie - a River (siibseq.uent site of Iiiiiistaii . 

.. 

t-wn~hjpj bY Sub-Hnsn~~:'nr r-b.", dw,.ww..- 7nhnztnnp and -..- nn - , .  in .4en~n.4~nf  . . z= - - -=E - - .w  = Y ~ ! C P P ~  -,lrswz -. 5.4~ hi;-A l ~ L - - h  
r , ,, :::::%2. JQ: i: :~LCIR? 

describes the area: "New beauties arrest the eye at every step.,.. tree ferns, zamias, cycads, 
staghorns, nest fer"s ," profiis,o.", a."d orchids of .many k,"& i n  a j i  shades gree" 
.;lizgizg to the branches above Cur heads". (That's a fair desc-jption gf t;.~t~.:l:ard)m "M!a-er 
the head of boat navigation Mr Nind discovered a new orchid, with a stem some seven feet 
ioi793" 

I P , I -  --- --L -I ---- :L- LL- - - -L-J L LL-I LL,- A - J - - -  r .a:~i--  ,4iii,PFs r,f A I  -... P . . : - _ _  _-_L:J_ 
.,3*- r x r n  r . r z .  rmaLr x B , T =  a r,- z x x r  r-zrn r x s .  m-r . r x 2 . m  - r . r , r - -  , . , . , B , x r  a,.-. n. I - .  >...-x . x , r  r z . c s L  
Y 1 b  & i r i s  l 1 IWC W b . S i l  l Y L  CI IL VI LI 1 I U  Y b C C b I  &I lLll  I F s I  3 - 4 s  bL 1 - 1 1 1 1 U 1  ! UV; -I I V I  I l b l - S  U V . 3 1  1L.M V l  3 l V . a )  

who wrote: "Pnis is the srchidist's dream, a large plant with large flowers to match. I n  the right 
file may to metres but more t. ,e.y. grow met'tres I have 

7 - ~ ~ - - ~ - ~  plants on the Bensbach Ri;"rEr on the bedei- with Iriafi jays, ;kIith 25 fiowers, 5ach 4 

em across on a sturdy stem .... this is undoubtedly one sf our most magnificent Dendrebiurns 
but in PiiG and Australia its habitats are under pressure." 

The ~6-6----+- iq hnrne nm!+ h>, +ha PA-man& T.$ ;: m a n n  
. . . .- .--- = C g C = : ; : = :  :I ,- --, , ,- -LI .'r -: := LC'::::!:=: :l ','! , ! ~ ~ ' j h b ~ ~ ~  whcI viewing our fir3 

ni/7diiflowers1 said " That's a Tofty! Dad used to bring those flowers home to Mum". ("Dad" was 
a tinher =iiier, arid iogs going to the csis7i??oiiiy Carried variGiis Grchiu"s; the piarits 
were dastroyed, but the mjdley yescued %he beautiful blsoms f.pr *if?'\ I '  

Our searches up the Russell Rjvar haye rweale.rj some or~hids that -2:: hs Xindiic h: :f 
1 -- ' = z " - " -  1 --- 

we have yet to see one in flower in situ. They have been relentlessly "collected" and ail thus 
tak=" .@.ill die clniess a ve i-y. ki=ro;ti\iiedgea$ie ddicated oi-ch,d,5'i takes ~ron,ca~~y; s."ch 
s , =arcfin ,,, ,,, , :,iti-ii r3,,,, i ! r !  an!- , ,,, L- uc -- Far-::y to the &=predat,icn of the wild populafion. 

And 5~ to acti$tibs: we still hop2 t- bring en~ugh sf Cur seediing plants to 2 gm!;,++h 
stage where we can give them to various residents sf the Lower Russell River, ts  be grown to 
matuli ty., fiower, then cast the,r seed to the breezes and the area i n  v$hish 
L i  -. . . .-I- - - -- - - - 1  --L: 
3 r.-1; ,r.,-r= r : r , <  = L < >  r,,-:,w ,$; i! 
C i  l b f i  P P L I  L YI I L L  JL' p'ILI I C I I  U I m  



[From %aulific) Ender the heading "Deflasking Orchid Seedlings" in our firws/c$-er 33, 
we started a report on our dream of re-establishing "one of Australia's most attractive", the 
li spectac~~iar~: !::;.n,.'!-r-6;1,!?1 n/n:-i;;orc_hid a i ~ng  the Russe\\ Ri\er vailey in which ~ a ,  iive. ',l'!:e have 

reached the stage where I think it ir; t imz for the pcn~ltimat,e repn-k: 

- . . \?!re collected 5 seed pod f r ~ r n  5 d:r~l:~::i;:?.':,:;,j! n.i.q(-!d-:plknt growing in 2 neig.lbour's 
property on 7 September 6999 and Len Lawter called on a friend to germinate the seed for us. 

2 - 
On 16 November 2203 Len iDroiigkt daughter fias'ks to our p l a t e  where n -I--- 

I2WretZfi 3dUlC!I  

2nd Don 2nd 1 deflasfced them. Five fiask- :&all gr.>wn seedlings, hut the si;@h ~ 2 s  2 

replacement for one flask attacked by mould and these seediings were younger and rather -. 
scrawny. i he t;ri.ere into 3 ;'2" comiiiiinity. pGis, one pot for each flaskm 

- A.  ,. - - - . . 
m s z x = J ~ r  -L i f i  +hi: nnsr=?in~ i f i t s  did =a!- 6:fir! i+ e==;; i-fi i~:z=h fig5 +hs =car fir,~:+,~ic.q =eAi :  in> r x- nlw":%"4 a g a  .:tn- ~ , 4 b ' ~ ~ ~ : " t a  .*% - 4 -  .I".. a , n a b ,  e. -uer .w wy.4 -+ ,  v , ,  L: L+zua y , k - T " a ,  my : , , u - a . A : a ,  

and immerse the ~vhole ir! Envy anti-fungal solution without disturbing the roots too much I - -  nor 
L- 1-- :..-L...i I;_- i- ' t i- -i.i - 3 i i- - to juage jusz virnere to giaie the piants into the 2-4mm sterilised qiiinkrln. I tactiiea me 
b+;e=k/ings; the raft came apa,A -r;fid, 2s was subsequentiy prc;en I planted some of the- toe 

deep and same sitking on the top of the medium. 

A= LL t .,- - ...- ,,,-t !r.r.7,?irlr4~ -.. . -- ic thc. kfiri-le f i C  if! .)j;7C!;jr the c-mmunik; pots were left in m~ care A* Ll  IL V V L L  t U V V l G + #  3-a l a  b 3  I L  1 I V a I t L  Ld ! 

with the injunction to  not water them for a week, In very hot weather - the temperature 
reached 34°C in my shabeh~use - I just souid not do it; I misted the piants and damped top 
of the q ~ i n k ? ~ ,  the sik$h day I soaked the pr;& in water for 15 mlnutzs or 50 then, 
tipping the pots at an angle, drained them thoroughly. ~NIthin a fortnight the plants which were 

. . . . -  . . . . tGG deep had ree-;ed, bUt 5GT- -z iL- :----- ---- .'. '̂̂  P ma-. Y-S --.-I -ha^-- i ^ -%pll i .^ =- 
I BC Ui i i  iC id1 LJCI Ul iC3 We; C 3pC3: L!l iY I iCW >i iii i)Lb. I CUi i i - - -  IIILISU LU 

-+-r the plants by immzrsihn, ~~mmef i ced  f+--$iisinl: v~ith 2 1arezk high fiitrl;l.aen s d ~ t i ~ f i  and Y % ~ L Z :  -, 3""" "-"" 4 

gradually intrsrdueed the piants to  the nlorrtiny sun filtered through trees. So far so good, 

12 mjd fangar-; it .y+~rf~~t. y+aRt awav far =: r.a::n!~ n!: A=t::c zznd +ha =::n mnx:ar! 
I -' - ---rl- -' --I' a- " a -  ' W "  ' ' a = ' - -  

north so it was no longer filtered and cooked some plants. In another drama E fell arid fractured 
my wrist. I took the pots to my greenhouse where they for three !t,eeks a& rfiore 
died of fungus I brought back to the hc.uiel Typical Februa?; sarch ihje2ther 
alternated between hot and dry and torrential rain; in spite of being advised t o  put them out 

. . trees; I iek ear iy  B~ ~ ~ ~ , i  72 i,eie wi'ere panq.)i-hose ttes 
cc!-fi wm a-w C ~ Y  . ~ n > \  +r~tS= f ig i-hree &$$=red :fi=rie: =mi h.5: The\; ! A t e r e  SE r?bA;n 

y M r n e z n  k. "-4 v, L: 1,  --- - 1 4  - 1  ,k eyk%t+" - 8  - 4 - 1  ,a -. 2- 8 ,"=.+.J--. , z z--7 " . - - I  k v ,  # .z,-m, . r r v a  

- -I - -  - 5 -  L- ---- :* .- -,As, r - r  us>; *<4 +hs c=pr3s =Fr5r7i ;?;* -a. . \ - ---- IF -.? - I ;  -.  ~- &L -- - ..-LLJ- -- - - - A -  ; ::: p I C . I , , % ~  I L L L i Y L U  &: I L  s-,*,& U i , * b - U ,  I L  z; id:= G3 d:: Us; OL;:~;  V:i:i;U> U;: i : e ~ %  - 

son-ietirnes watered, sometimes fertiliseb, and sometimes neglected when we had i-to~se guests 
or were off 09 a trip; we were away for five during September'"-'-'- /ucsr?ber. By the end of 
November 2001, the csunt down to 41. N!, March 2005, there are only 21 +ft; the plants 
range in size from tiddlers to plants vllith pseudobulbs ZOcm long. The largest p!ants are a!l on 

i i sne ;;.rexa~drz palfi-, ( / 3 r L - h ~ f i , ! - o / ~ ~ ~ ~ e r ~ ~ -  ~;;;I,Y?/=IC:~;~'+. Fianis were tied to three Aiexandras 4 
m+rc apak; the bzst n!zntc I-'---- are on the ~ i t h  fairly .znnd 9--- c h z d ~  -"--- pro:.:ided by other sh i~bs .  
-: r hey have not suffered as much as the more exposed piants, have grown a netA+ stem each 

8 ~ , . a  * ' - - "  -"- -L La :a ha-- , a , z a  A*.=% -.- ycclr di 14 ~ I C  u ~ y  c ~ I ~ ~ Y I  I tu lCdVC i i ~ i ~ ~ t ,  v v e  uur 1 L cnpett flowers this year. 

LaR has e~llected sne plznt, - he weujd not ta+,e @;f the best ones of c:zurre - 2nd 
will soon start to distribute the others as they become large enough. If we finish ~ l p  with ten 

r.. - - - A  ---Aa.-i:..- -i--i- - s r  it- -LC-- l i  ...- jL..-L:i- . * l i e -  ' --i ---;L-- --a yilvri prUilULUVC p!drlib; \;vie i l  Lui1~i~e i  iiir i = l I V i L  W e l l  WUILIIWIIII~.  !" 11eil i geL d l i i i ~ ~ i e i  b e e u  p ~ u  
gf 2 D ; ; . ; l i J /  '- nr - a  zn:: nfhsr p.rrhi,A ry,:hirh hnc E: :$f~r=~A .?::PT-c~~!!PP~~,-,:: - :h:eTI! rtart a!! fi::pr znzir: " " I  "3 ", "..'"" 7 " ' " " '  '3"' ' " "w ' -M  " U ,  ""'%--""' '.- " 'b%.," " 2 ,  .a'-, "3"" " 
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Golden Moths. This particular specimen was found at  Mt. Beckworth near Cluner in Victorla 
(approx 40 kms north of 8aliarat) where they are quite common, flowering in i a k  September. 



'\ 

The flc.wers are usualfy smallhr, paler yel!!~ 2nd have 2 more 'clssed' than most &her \ 
O'uric species that are found in the area, and also seem to be more abundant where they 

somet,mes in jLeir hiin(jredsm As many t.rrestrLai spec,es, the,r tubers were a 
source of feed for the Kooris, 

I\;-;,' d:i,5 :Afi+h = &, .CL-d :-!;k= =cc=-.. - -A  --- ----I.< --ll*d R--l,-.. 
n -- I I H Y I  IbUILd . V l * l l  U i i " ' C  b - 3  &,,I 3, U 4 i  <,,,, G,rk& "::'" ": '" ":" fO : : :~ j : e i  ::-f L"::"'. "w:F\=y 

Orchids due to the way that the petals often stick up and out on either side of the centre of the 
fiower, The.y. hybridise na tura i iy  in (,Jdhich at Mt Bet! f? l , , i ; f i  hj  can 

t- the difficulbj r = f  idrntifitatIon. niey are $0 grow, but uncommor; in ruitiv&-isn. Some 
growers find them more difficult than others. I've had very little experience growing them, 
having acquired first yve noti& they an ope", position 
-. .-L . . .  
sue;; 3s 5 grassy open wood!and or grassiacid situatisn, rather than 2 more closed canopy. 

also found them growing on the side of the road or highway occasionally." 

(From DOG): This orchid is illustrated Qn page 103 of David 2nd Barbars Jnncs' I\/~t.'ve 
D,rc;?jr?:r of 501/ fhernA~rc~~~?~~?~ and they certainly look a little different from my idea sf a 

ty-p of ~ > ~ ~ r , : ~ .  Isve wer  seen one in fiower, amongst .&nfj+orrhEairees in open 
forest on the Harbe-kkn Rangei west of Cairns. A single plant with b!.:.~ buzer.r~p-yellow 
flowers, a jewel in the drab landscape, A field of hundreds of Golden Moths would be a sight to 
see. 

TL,,I,, ;;d:;F,s dyd;:: ,,,. , .c. 1 0  !I,&, pxdLC L-, :=: pr~:fIdjfig her +op-!e~uI iligstrations, 2nd fcr her in-situ 
descriptions. We are always very keen to receive such material from members, particuiariy 
&.---- inclse oufiA!,th the vdd ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ .  IF any reader5 hatie experience i n  gra ng any species @f ,:,>r iT 
- ~ i f h i r  il"i cntc $ 7 ~  .7rr?::nT! - :A:= 'i.iri "$ !ik- fa :;G: :r ci :~I'=.=c=E rjr nfbs + ,:-a 

k n k m  1-n * a n  yw+J k - 1  v u i r u  v v  v b  v u ,,,,id.ard v a  b r a  iuI'/'!:>-. 

The orchid sfeuths of tka Fsr hlrr+k k=; ;~  &G;-, ,-,;st =esrrhi; - , .~ =ns;i; "'&er - &:- -= A L L - -  
Lj ,& , 1 t w v b  LL-, t vu. L a  1 9  -3wiE<a i - f ~ l . ~ ~  6 L:P G: :  L:KY f ~ ~ ~ , i  

quite a few plants sf another Habenaria. Tke identity of the species is still in question, but we 
hope to have a report for our netvsietter in june .  


