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A VISIT TO THE PALUMA RAINFOREST
The Orchadian of March 2004 had a comprehensive article: "Orchids of the Paluma and Crystal

Creek Area” by the eminent Orchidologist Dr P S (Bill) Lavarack. We read th|s artlcle with

o - e - HSy S

considerable interest and some coniceri: 'l iterest S|“iCc, thou ugr h
we had only had a fleeting visit there, and con [
detail as to just where to find many species of orchid in the wild. The ofﬁual end to the wet
[ Fa a 5 s
] ‘ g u

L. - A .

season in mid-May this year and a tou
A

a lank 2t Paliima Paiiline and T cta
d IWS WS AR T “'“"l“ 4 E e W4 a wf N

i opport LUIIILy to have
nd reference books

5
[l gt § LU Ve AT

1]
=3
o,
wn
1]
(s
@]
=
ja R
Q
2
s }
-
=
m
[on]
o
[om
O
[¢))
(]
=
<
a
~
[l
o
e
m
pd
A1)
=
[
s }
L
0
A1)
o ;
(&)
a
3
=3
=3
LD
ﬂ
]
m
o
o)
o
O |
5
il
)]
0
-3
4]
1]
~

O =
%O
& 3
=
m(D
3>
Qm
:;
e
=
mé
29
I}
T w»
=
D
(4]
=k
ol
3
=
o @
A
—
=]
>
=]
&
o
o]
=
_.I
Q
<
=5
7y
<
a

< (D
A1)
=
£
-‘h
=4
i}
=3
—~+
»
o
=
o,
)
Q
=3
D..
E
3
o)
)
[
="
jab)
~+

with ha.... hmﬂﬂs to m-e shiat we could find. Cur t

&
=
[41]
3
.
=5
’.2_
.1.
0}
333
i::
[47]
i
[+1]
Y
<~

i0uS V(‘Jiu“r‘es at home for research on

ts we couid not spot a
ce e one Cymbidium

ur orchid count. Paluma town promot itseif as "The
iy 1o service it does have very good facilities for the
;. Se\lera! asall “r":ﬁ‘r‘:‘i‘.’:ﬁﬁd \nia!x'iﬁ‘i

V¥ g

&L
he rainforest and there are some spectacular views over the coast.
) S — est ar .

v led us through some typicai mountain rainfore
s of Dendrobium adae, high in the trees,

Lunch on the "village green" saw a change from botany to ornithology: the few
establishments in town make a practice of putting out bird feeding tables - even the
environment education centre - and they are proud of the number and variety of rare birds that
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shadehouse where it was overhead watered for 40 minutes twice a week. The first year it
produced some leaves and another bulb. This year we have had four beautiful blooms.

Yet my Spathoglottis plicata in the garden don't flower all that well, and I've not yet managed
to grow Spathoglottis paulineae from 3 km up the road. I think my trouble is that I believe my
own press — we live in the wettest area in Australia — and I don’t water my plants enough.

Similarly, whether intentional or not, people try to replicate the conditions of a rescued
or bought plant. However, did that plant need to be rescued because it had started growing in
an unsuitable place? Also, was that beautifully flowering plant crawling all over the pot sold
because the owner could not be bothered repotting?

My trips through the Forty Mile Scrub over many years stamped hot, dry and dusty on
my brain, so I imagined that any orchids found in that area needed to be kept hot, dry and
dusty — well, hot and dry at least. That, of course, was before I understood the micro-climate. I
now have an area under the eaves on the eastern side of the house where I can hang orchids
from drier climates, but I do water them well at least twice a week.

Sometimes I am asked similar questions about orchids which do well in our area and my
answers are probably equally wide of the mark. I'm sure many people believe these plants need
to be kept hot and humid, if not actually wet all the time — that’s the Babinda reputation. Yet
we too have cold and dry weather. It is currently miserable with a cold wind, if not exactly dry;
the mercury has hovered around 20° these last few days and in the last week has been down to
13% in my shadehouse.

For lowland tropical plants wintering over in cooler climates, perhaps a dry period would
not go astray either. For pots in a warm area, particularly inside the house, maybe the
immersion method using tepid water would work. For epiphytes on slabs I'd recommend some
protection from cold winds, but I think air movement is more important than water or heat and
humidity at this time of the year. As the thermometer shows, our local plants are not getting
much heat right now. I'd also resist the temptation to fertilise new shoots on bulbs or the
burgeoning root tips on epiphytes until more settled weather. Then again, my ideas might be
suspect as I've never tried to grow lowland tropical plants outside their milieu.

To my great disappointment I have made another discovery concerning micro-climates. I
moved a large D superbum from the shelter of the shade house to where we could admire it
while we have afternoon tea. It was at the stage where the largest bud was not yet fully
formed and there were several inflorescences in different stages of development. The new area
has a concrete floor which absorbs the afternoon sun and is much brighter and dryer than the
shade house. Development of all but the first bud was arrested. Further inflorescences did
develop but these too suffered from a different watering regime. To account for different water
needs, the plants in my shadehouse have different growing media but all get the same amount
of water.

APOSTASIOIDEAE-Primitive Orchids by Mary Gandini

Apostasioideae is a sub-family of Orchidaceae and contains two genera - Apostasia and
Neuwiedia. Apostasia wallichii is the only member of the sub-family present in Australia. Also
present in tropical Asia, it is relic of a once wider distribution. It is a terrestrial orchid with
elongate stems and stilt roots without velamen. Leaves are spiral, convolute and non-articulate.
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pollination is therefore quite likely to occur. Powdery pollen is in monads and not grouped into

Australia.



d

a

rescue

@

ve not yet managed

hink my trouble is that T believe my

-and I do

¥,

onditions of
cause it had started growing in

t water my plants enough.

/

1

plicate the

. However, did that plant need to be rescued be

'S
L
e

ave had four beautiful blooms.

I

-

(S
v 0
l’ L)

t flower ali that well, and I

km up the roa
ustralia

3
tareain A

-

I

auHneae from

1t plant

P
[

produced some leaves and another bulb. This year we h
Similarly, whether intentional or not, people t

Yet my Spathoglotiis plicata in the garden don’

own press - we live in the wettes

to grow Spathoglottis p

or boug

p—t -] _— Q . m b=l ()] Lun o= .
g2 =3 = ¥ e 7 ooy OE £ B
o B0 - swen & = Eo o @ U =2 g @ 2 = 0o I
5 O 5 0 5 P A 2 Gu.LEe 42 w2 0Q g M9 =
£l > & EU ca7 20 fi WM OS L, T w 2 cg ~E o m T o O
- =g s ik W T O e o D ﬁ Q= ESE > a5 E o R = =
— T w85 & 3 e 5D = EE&E g D o > HaOSH
5 BLHD ©GEE X 0 Qe PUE TRE et B p e 8 BFo &
. 5258 ol Y3 65 080 CoLET Y &£ s Qfu s
» . [ = e = . 1 S s = =2 = U
v Eoad = O 25y W EgE2a Lo e 50 . U 7 G
£ & © £~ S2hRey ~8EL 80 ET>LST 0 g F O
= MR- 3E DL 8 E>0825g "o E OB Y C 5T
5 o Y ® =l g Yo 2 mn T O 2@ ,m V.2 o= =
4 T 25 ey &% CES-nc 23 LW E TS 5= R
o WX D g =V Eco BgmBcoT= E£E3gd.® L gE Lo
— Q W m_.. >0 .83 Z T 9 ., ds © 2 E 0 o2 U2y 2 LV g =
[1v3 iz R R == > A T T~ 3 2o O, ol .mm e T a - O m Th v o <
=2 T o s O ,mMmY @ P 2mEeg oo £ 28 G000 o 5 2
= Dok = sLH = o BEE B8 SESBLTg oy s ae g
= A > ,,ﬁn“ s o w8 el I I T A = O 2T S5 48 1 <
< EV ol SoH5 0w FE E S22 P s Jwe T 5 o= v e
s 5o 338 28005 $voaszlw HFGEPLOcIT o CELw
I " - — o — ] - A S~
5 ®g—E88 EI¥Sc BRYPEIEFT 23283527 R
E wmcloygy wELED EGS w025 $I3TPEDEE =R
i B g lf o LEF L CEEFz=¥0 ZLoueyen Do 8536 w
0. v aogsy S El =@ ; 2 a=s5s 0 RPN - A T I =
. Ea%2 Yool fEafehRe8 poBeTE o f Tys ®
W“Gu. uur.w w W m 38 = £ 5 W: S5 0 ww & W m ..m_hm J_m Vi o© _w & W _”r_m Rl <
= & . 3 .= SO T L = 33 8 5 n = 0 =R
g B2V e =05 9o SggrE8gD BHEEc 240 Vs B g
s 2 E¥ -8 2EZE: sE - 00U c0F SosHERZne . T O
C = he O o= i S oE L H U £ N o 4 v Lo
=E Yofde T oo Sn 9850088 UF L5320 R TR
>2 FE2SH T 2X®ER > 2222 vo Vs aonoles BET S
=l Lnyum%m& cEmy o Oﬁwmmuam.e,.u mnr.ﬁmxm..“mmmﬁ 502 MT
—_ 2 v T L - oo U = D U .= ) : -
S ] o £ B oe = .Wu _.m\u = = % “mm. © ..W =5 0 2 .m W ..R ,.ﬁ m@ g e %u U " m.u. = @ U
s Woow» £ = = ro + = 2 Q) 35 w L= = = D, qa
el L P = R e o ; LIV — [ [ — 7§ ) b Yoo === 2 =5
5 of€cs sPTes  BESIfes3z EEUEOETG F BEo
O = 4 Nl b oo £ 0o W O - bee TS5 A2 3 o v
w3 FELZRESY %9879 E2lEgLeIT LEgéP5cuw P EFou, o
T 0 T O .00 =Y © o ™ i m=<e 7 oz m_.._ 2% a-= QS () =5 0L
= Y =T o = e s ) o e A . o
R A R EePams®S S £ EmZofmy 2 @ 9w 2E
W - O 0] _— . =W 3 (= I I 43 S B Ry » i U
W = L o m U W D= © 9 L8 >2 W..OL £ g i R i 3 ..W N .Wmm
LS EEWET ¥E®TEG wToabygLlowag QEUz_2IE E nS28
o T i ) W. L k- o q.m Poale O . ,gnuum g VD _“F/W cwO W ..m....m 7] .mnu m o
25 TS ow P = PO CEoum gy T Do g B B > S -
<5 ©2IY7T 23 Fom oy L F=E=O0TIEY E2 V252 Ao E e o m
¢ AR o B v T = J S v £ B > T c S5 ¢ A3
Yy B9E3y ~5L55: Lp2ugial SSEECS8° -
O e K- B T QL 2.5 M N 2 < = C
Fc SEgPE $8Enuf Es88s5S5f §lL 083wy W BLF s
SR w— @5 2 2P as B8BTS cofEd v ) v ,0 @ c e 583 w
v® B2 E SS80SF TIPSEH8Y Ques8-cs 6 BIoE
oY 53=GT 2uw<eow>L B cEsDE o5 £ s Agilea D 7 BN =
8= e f% T SORW =S kD OF S % o—%* £ ¥ 3 Qg e ) Q8 -
S50 ez 2 Vo Rl | P w208 >0 ZF gl B L R PN = < SR )
2 3 - =1 & ;W (Co I L) iw o O e W © =5 8 - 54 H S5 2T O A= “-W.. ] - < g 2 4
- - - dom 4D . B A C g T = C
58 Szte $g8ff  &§938c88  Tulalggb 6 s8¢
: (W] S w5 S ﬂb o] W eﬂ.. K. _,m O m = = N g.ﬁv i;m - w _..m o Q) _W Hm WL v nmm
O > 0 O & = on, 3 =] : L . A Lo
c W -~ o0 =.c ™M o = . = 3 = 0 B 4 e : —.
! ED &3 SR = =R cEkEadacED B EEE8cvhuceB < < 4w



