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CULTIVATION OF DIURIS SPECIES by Graeme Krake

In the cultivation of Diuris species, as with other terrestrial native orchids, the first
priority is to know the specific growing conditions of the orchids in their natural habitat.
Although native species do seem to be adaptable to a Vdi‘lt:t.y of conditions, with a species
growing in a variety of habitats, it is still advantageous to have this knowledge. With this in
mind, the following recommendations on cultivation have been put together from my own

limited growing experience over the past five years and from information by our best growers
here in Victoria. The culmination of their advice appears in ANOS Victoria Gro =H-"‘_‘§’5 p;.ug,Latgun of

the Cultivation of Australian Native Orchids 2nd edition, 1988.

Potting Mix The following basic mix has been developed by growers over several years:

2 parts coarse river sand or fine gravel (2-5mm}. Beach sand is not suitable. The amount of
fine gravel can be increased to aliow for better drainage.

1 part rich loam {mountain soii}, although some growers repiace this component with grey
coastal loam for ucasta. species and red sandy loam for species
favouring Mallee conditions.

1 part buzzer chips {with sawdust removed), which must be aged in moist conditions for at
least six weeks prior to use. Some growers have replaced this with

— {
commerCIalIy available products ch as Eucy mulch.
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display pots but, as they dry out quicker, they require closer monitoring with the watering

Potting Procedures
1. Prepare mix with the ingredients damp enough to have no dust present. Some growers use
cement mixers fo combine the mix.

2. Insert an open weave piece of shade cloth in the bottom of the pot and fill to two thirds.
3. Arrange tubers evenly. With fewer tubers they can be grouped in the centre. The Diuris

orientis/corymbosa tubeis can be iaid fiat. Larger tubers should b
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tevel of the mix

4. Fill the remainder of the pot to within about 10-20mm of the top to allow for waternng
Soime growers water in their orchids at this stage to help settie the tubers, whiie others do
not.

5. Label the pot with relevant information.

6. Add a layer of coarse Casuarina leaves to the top of the pot, or substitute coarse gravel ¢
gravei and dry leaves and twigs. If the layers are too thick the pot tends to stay too damp
which can resuit in collar rot. This iayer fiiters the water so the top of the mix is not
disturbed during watering and it provides an airy environment around the base of the
piant

When repotting, it is recommended that half of the old mix is used with the new

h water means desth and too little may result in limited

s =
tubers. Irregular watering with fluctuations between wet
§ H S
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and dry will result in dus*or"ec‘i tubers r boited plants. Terrestrial growers in Victoria use shade
houses with solid roofs, while South Austrslians have shade cloth roofing. A hand-held hose
with a shower nozzle is the preferred waterlng method with the pot filled to the top and allowed
to drain. The water should not remain on the surface for longer than ten seconds if the mix is
draining sufficiently. The label can be withdrawn to monitor the dampness of the mix. This is
always a variable as not all pots drain at the same rate. Average watermg frequency is roughly
every one to two weeks during the drier months, and two to four weeks in the colder periods
Watering during dormancy is also tricky with most growers opting for a swish of the hose

once a week, which seems to prevent dehydration and keeps the pots cooler. Extra 70% shade
cloth is added to the roof during the hotter mor

otter months

Most Diuris are repotted from December to January with the watering commencing in
mid to late February. When the leaves start to yellow and dry off, watering is reduced over the
next few weeks untii dormancy. The harder to dampen soils {(such as grey coastal loam) might
JURRpp . Sty = ecnsliad in = L..-i{- A S R il LL o sl i e st
NECU Lo D€ 50aKEel N g DUCKED OF Walelh Ulith thig 506 5 satufateq.
Lighting Biuris species tend to favour only about 25% shade, but some will take full sun
the growing season.
Fertiliser Few growers tend to use fertilisers with terrestrial orchids as the decomposing organic
matter in the mix seems to supply adequate nutrients. However, the Diuris are a hardy lot that
have responded to a limited amount of native piant fertiliser, but T am not willing to recomimend
any at this stage

J*

Propﬁaa{‘ on Most Diuris reproduce vegetatively with some plants produ

new tub ach
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Although ususally repotted annusally, mq

years.

Diuris orientis/corymbosa, chryseopsis, aurea, sulphurea, maculata, punctats, laxiflora and
drummondii are some of the better Dluns to cultivate.

MEMBERS’ REPORTS

Margaret Bradhurst writes: So far this year flowering has been poor for many of the terrestrial
orchids in our area. Hopefully, it may improve from now on as we are finally getting some rain
after continuing drought conditions.
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which I am stiil trying to identify. T have not b-:-:n abue to ascertai" if they are adtuimi

flowering or which species? Very frustrating! I have read that som

into flowering by fires which occur the previous summer.

('I) —
73]

[Rapra | V7N Py - ' ara Arniins of il n:n: limy s bamm ~ - -~ -
r small volunteer Bushcare group at Lilli Pilli nave peen very —”l‘.JJF‘QEd !atcu,' b" notin 1g that

some species of orchids (particularly Plerostylis nutans) have started to appear in areas where
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we have been hand weeding beside our main waiking track. We have a iarge bushiand reserve
bordering Port Hacking, nearly five hactares in ail, cor;sastir- of Eucalyptus bushland and

ide ntlfled 16 species of native
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remnant troplcal and sub-tr oplcal littoral rainforest. I have
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orchids to date. We wili probably never be able to rid it of all the weeds and dumped rubbish,
but obviously e every | little bit helps and so see orchids where we have not seen them before is

very he artenlng

e they don NEED fire at alll P)
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ke to three orchid Societies in Brisbane’s northern suburbs, and we
were invited to two of their Chrlstmas break— ups. I've now spoken to at least one Society two or
three times; they ask me back, mainly to taik

Ka
the coastal 'r'oor!!an-'!s. Some of the people are

bout the terrestrials of the Wallum heaths and
very knowledgeable, so we al

a, has been in the wars off and on for the last couple of ‘-,:'ears
t around so easily has been good for her orchids at home. "D
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pedunculatum, O monophyllum, D jonesii, and Sarcochilus falcatus
have all been in bloom As well as a Loup!e of exctics. Cheered me up somewhat. Been 3 bit
more regular with fertilising this year and seeing the results now I feel. Had Searle’s Orchid
Booster with a fertigator which makes it easier for me so gets done more regularly I suppose.”
She adds, "I had a beaut display of D linguiforme growing on a shadecloth bag filled with
quincan and bark and Bob Nevin (judge) gave it first and champion native. Couldnt believe it!”

speciosum, D cmvfcau" D
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ts, animals and birds seen in few or no other places in Australia or, indeed, the world. The

Queensland divides the narrow coastal plain from the sprawling inland of Cape York Peninsula.
plan

Dreaming.

) -
= u 3 = .
)2 € ® 3 S 2 £ § ¢ ® o
= - i = S0 2k 5 ®2 B o
T o o2 el S 2% 0¢ P = ME g
: (o R =5 e = i S o -~ O U w DU e
o N . Pl R - = om E W = = s i 5 23S
0 e e me ot R A ES 9@ = 5 O
£ M. TSmO S SlC 06 G QLU 5 0 2 °u
>0 s E£E228Y V8 =z3&-" o .L5G5 - Q40
. WO D 4 i S Toaobv g el S a Y = £
s Rl N Vi h & 2 =2 = 0Oy = W g U R =i :
] < =05 @ T E®m O = o W e o PR B ¢ L= o
- oL -0 o I o S e I A b N pem B
o] | @2 o9 g 73 = = I PR Wow o P L .0 D=
o . i 2O Bl o T S c~ - £ 5 Y0 DY ;o 9
5 I8 LO2BES SPUL S5 wzE LY YD og
- s T E© = 5 B 1% P & B o) U g ”
o 2085 395~ 0Q 22 5o, TEE g 22085
> 2= 0T Q 1y o a3 2 . 02 x V5 W e 5 d
& ST e ~am g N =5 s Fov = T >g4&kt
ol e = a5 Uy SO S 0 e 0= £ ¢ © O =
5 v = =808 D0 dE &=t FHFUB IR
Wb o O . - e v sh=9g5 £ 3wkt =% > 8 :
O 6 = M o SEeE"Tew s U]y 6ol ag ST SV S
] s - & I Y 5 W P 1 a Tz o = m c W & »
B & DT £ oL U o o T e ST W) ,
" = S &0 E w= = 0L WS £ = -l O 5o
) L S 2w 5= 00 DecwE-—=.3 E Lo o vt oo
] [L* e P o VT € — = DS Q= Y i = )] =M
7 S0 = 3 S G GO Eng8 Rl B S w =
=3 g £ -2 5> © g .8 o e 9 ux G TEm
= & o 0 om o R R =3 pESR N U g S Yo
= s W o oo o [T S I e RN = > U O <L
Vrin.,m L0 B w .“m O = - 0 u. U = Tl @5 ..mm g i b W
- 1 O . - U c o s L
1 EZweg LUZ=2c 5B woeL£8g s wEa 2 GFR L
- TR L=k g Do o2t i 4 = n O = =%z 3 0Dy
o o= P i O T > e (3 L S = s 6 > 5 .
4 pEm=Nh Mo e 25 EF 0O 20y . +og3¥s
~ = - o= | = LG S S - 2 = = A
= 2T T8 E5ET e Foodgw A8 E2:2S g5
Q e s 2w~ ey oo U 20 .= 0.2~ o C
2o wPaY HeEEnw 0SS dYE.C 25"t 5w O
@ O i Mwﬁ. C ,"_.w T i o T VI £ 2 o W > = o™
w U [CRTNE = w g = R o ) OE WY G g = k5 ¢ © W < m© &=
- - U DT om PR mow Yoewmo €5 i = v & 0 EQ
Y ol et @ i3] ol Lo B g ow o T 5.8 > U X Z R
P g . U o U S e R R C 3= & “ U U =
c O35 m o — = Y ! &= O < . - T
1 .= - Pl = NS o i} £ TR o Ru_....u © W S O T v [ Y o =
bR 00825 &§9ELEE 50w E ue iR G > w2
g2 m N - 4Dy E VyrwesEsg @ S0 5 C G 5w o
ol w2 m © Q.0 g o) S0 g o (3.8 e B - 5 9 4 ,
(0] —nls m_.“ oy 2 mn [ .m = - ®° a + W mc Muﬁ M O _,.Un = = Amm (@) - .mv m :
QW QY .MW L O. N+ . 2 3 ="38ad C =05 5328 z
20 B®ESE FeoeHaEVE TV ooE® Ju Y5SxT L 0D 3
w2 p=2E3 (O80c8F 2sYFeut EES5Re 2850 5!
o m il £ waolo,n b T om0 Z g @ © 2 e Z2uomdi W ,
i = (@ - s e Lo T ) U o IR
i fowmy O PTG 6 CPTsene 8Yadgy PYeSS5EWT.
D o 5 = V& BiE 0 w2 R = <, S« w =
g 9@ ybnm Yo 2E U g m2ET S T w OR s e 2
= C= D = R2WoOoE HLLLPLLOFL gcocaOg=s ST U
T2 ®6Q¢cFE PTE T 2T oEGC U BoLOFT L EUS G
ee Y2535 dglodcw S302EPFEZ OES -8 ©F Eos
hars - 3 e = 3 —rs - e e |
< m 22mPe N v & 0= mm © 05 PBEEEES £ oalddy
e WgTra PR ELE LSFEF VU= 0wo0E@wl RLOg s
) a L Q) gy B 7] G © O e OB 0 Q0 =0 ©
- 2 QA e o P 7o P N R R g .8 25 A
A Seod V=Zmwwo EPEe UV sleosxag TELET
B 7] Hn o h s B o= O Q@3 ww e IR u T
- — O oS ] =R S WM o S v -5 O g I Y a R o T S-S S
2 3 o W & B, O AL Q g o @ - o U wn 3§ G- B a v
DT 20 0% FFeEeRdhe . OF . v LSS L b T eHw
£ B R EnBorm ~ 0 85 H Y Sy 05w 2
N = R H5ELSL SVUT o .0 o S s w5 Y
Q 3 v.- oo o R = ey Es o oL w = 2w a2 a &
W 9 Oy W o T W TN B el & I E s == 0
- U S < S o T VO ® = ¢ =90 >3 WS 6
[ (10 S T ] €3 IO oo e R PR = e = [ W wn o O

ad:

rcrobiuim



a bunch of beautiful purple flowers. I was also keen to make sure there were no Black and
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