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 he I l l a w a r r a  i s  f o r t u n a t e  b e i n g  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a v e r y  r i c h  o r c h i d  r e g i o n .  
~~r m o s t ,  t h e  w o r d  ' o r c h i d '  b r i n g s  t o  r r ~ i n d  l a r g e ,  e x o t i c  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  
f l o w e r s .  M o s t  p e o p l e  a r e  a w a r e  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  e x a m p l e s  o f  
t r e e  a n d  r o c k  o r c h i d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o n c e  l o c a l l y  common r o c k  o r c h i d  
( D e n d r o b i u m  s p e c i o s u m  v a r  s p e c i o s u m ) ,  w h i c h  i s  g r o w n  i n  ~ n a n y  l o c a l  g a r d e n s  
W h a t  i s  n o t  u s u a l l y  known  i s  t h e  c l ~ s e  o n  200 g r o u n d  ( t e r r e s t r i a l )  o r c h i d s  
w h i c h  c a n  b e  r e a d i l y  f o u n d  i n  a l l  t h e  n a t u r a l  b u s h l a n d  i n  t h e  I l l a w a r r a .  
T h e s e  a r e  u s u a l l y  s m a l l  h e r b s  w i t h  u n d e r g r o u n d  t u b e r s  w h i c h  r e m a i n  
d s r m a n t  d u r i n g  s u m m e r .  Common t e r r e s t r i s l  o r c h i d s  i n c l u d e  P t e r o s t y l i s  
( g r e e n h o o d s ) ,  D i u r i s  ( d o n k e y  o r c h i d s )  a n d  C o r y b a s  ( h e l m e t  o r c h i d s ) .  A t  
M i n n a m u r r a  F a l l s  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r  w e l l  known  I l l a w a r r a  w a t e r f a l l s  a r e  t h e  
o n l y  known s i t e s  o f  P t e r o s t y l i s  p u l c h e l l a .  I t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  h a v i n g  . 
' t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  within t i i e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  I l l a w a r r a  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
~ r e a  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  p r o t e c t e d  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  
N o t  s o  f o r t u n a t e  i s  P t e r o s t y l i s  g i b b o s a ,  t h e  I l l a w a r r a  G r e e n h o o d ,  w h i c h  
h a p p e n s  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  r a res t .  o r c h i d s  i n  t h e  W o r l d  w h i c h  i s  now o n l y  
f o u n d  i n  t h e  I l l a w a r r a .  

'\. -. . T h e  I l l a w a r r a  G r e e n h o o d  i s  a srnall h e r b  w i t h  g r e y i s h  g r e e n  l e a v e s  f o r m i n g  
a r o s e t t e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  I t ' s  l e a v e s  a p p e a r  i n  A p r i l  a n d  i t  f l o w e r s  i n  
S e p t e m b e r  f r o m  a stem w h i c h  d e v e l o p s  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  r o s e t t e  o f  
l e a v e s .  On t h i s  s tem w h i c h  r e a c h e s  a b o u t  30 ctn i n  h e i g h t  a r e  5 t o  6 
f l o w e r s  w h i c h ' p r o g r e s s i v e l y  o p e n  a n d  f l owe l : .  E a c h  f l o w e r  i s  a b o u t  2 5 m m  
l o n g  b e i n g  b r i g h t  g r e e n  i n  c o l o u r .  ' T h e  l a b e l l u r n  ( t h e  f e a t u r e  t h a t  m a k e s  
o r c h i d s  s o  a t t r a c t i v e )  i s ' d a r k  b r o w n  a n d  i s  u s e d  t o  t r a p  s m a l l  i n s e c t s  
w h i c h  a i d  i n  i t s  p o l l i n a t i o n .  By l a t e  O c t o b e r  t h e  y e a r l y  c y c l e  o f  t h e  
o r c h i d s  h a s  e n d e d  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  p l a n t s  d y i n g  down  u . n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
A u t u m n .  - 

W h a t  m a k e s  t h e  I l l a w a r r a  G r e e n h o o d  s o  r a r e  i s  i t ' s  h a b i t a t .  I t  i s  o n l y  
f o u n d  i n  a few r e s t r i c t e d  s i t e s  n o t  f a r  f r o m  L a k e  I l l a w a r r a  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  
~ e m a i n i n g  E u c a l y p t u s - M e l a l e u c a  w o o d l a n d .  M o s t  o f  t h i s  h a b i t a t  h a s  l o n g  
b e e n  c l e a r e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  ALL r e n a i n i n g  s i t e s  e x i s t  o n  l a n d  
( b o t h  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c )  w h e r ~  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  a l r e a d y  i n t e n d e d  o r  i s  
l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  A t  p r e s e n t  s o m e  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i s  

- c o v e r e d  b y  a p r e s e r v a t i o n  o r d e r  f r o m  t h e  H e r i t a g e  - C o u i i c i l  o f  New S o u t h  
!,; . . .{ales w h i c h  o n l y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  p r ~ t e c t i o ~ .  A s  we l l  s u b m i s s i o n s  

h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  S h e l l h a r b o u r  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  t h e  f e w  s i t e s  l e f t  d e c l a r e d  F l o r a  R e s e r v e s  t o  p r o v i d e  
P e r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t i o n .  

T h e  l o c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  
1' I l l a w a r r a  G r e e n h o o d f '  i s  t h e  W o l l o n g o n g  a n d  D i s t r i c t  N a t i v e  O r c h i d  
S o c i e t y  I n c .  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l o c a l  g r o u p  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l a s i a n  N a t i v e  O r c h i d  
S o c i e t y .  (ANOS). 



LOCALS, NA TI UES , R ND TH I NGS 

By S t e p h e n  P o p p l e .  

. O r c h i d  g r o w e r s  e v e r y w h e r e  a r e  F a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  O F  p l a n t s  
wh ich  r e F u s e  t o  grow, t h e  s e c r e t  l i e s  i n  s t u d y i n g  how t h e  p l a n t  
grows i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  s e r i e s  O F  a r t i c l e s  i s  
d e s i g n e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  how o u r  n a t i v e  o r c h i d s  grow i n  o u r  d i s t r i c t .  
Even F o r  t h e  n o n - n a t i v e  g r o w e r ,  t h e  p o i n t  i s :  know y o u r  p l a n t .  

Cymbidium s u a v e  

An i n t r i g u i n g  o r c h i d  whose  m e n t i o n  a t  a n  o r c h i d  m e e t i n g  s o o n  
l e a d s  t o  a  v i g o r o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  how b e s t  t o  grow i t .  B o t a n i c a l l y ,  
i t  i s  a n  o d d - b a l l  Cymbidium, w i t h  i t s  e l o n g a t i n g  p s e u d o  b u l b  
s y s t e m , '  which  c o n t i n u o u s l y  p r o d u c e s  l e a v e s .  Some a d t h o r s  s u g g e s t  
i t  i s  a  d i s t a n t  g r a n d p a r e n t  From w h i c h  t h e  t y p i c a l  Cymbidium, ( a s  
we know i t )  e v o l v e d .  

T h i s  o r c h i d  i s  v e r y  common i n  t h e  B l u e  R o u h t a i n s  a n d  S y d n e y  
d i s t r i c t s .  I t s  h a b i t  OF g r o w i n g  i n  t r e e  h o l l o w s ,  o f t e n  h i g h  up ,  
means i t  c a n  b e  p a s s e d  u n n o t i c e d 1  D o n ' t  b e  m i s t a k e n  i n  t h i n k i n g  
i t ' s  a  l i t t l e  p l a n t ,  l a r g e  p l a n t s  s e v e r a l  f e e t  a c r o s s  a r e  common 
i n  s u i t a b l e  l o c a t i o n s .  Though common i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  F o r e s t s  a r o u n d  T a r e e ,  whe re  o l d  t r e e  s t u m p s  a b o u n d ,  
f a r  e x c e e d s  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  I t s  h o s t  r a n g e  is w i d e ,  
o c c u r r i n g  l o c a l l y  i n  T u r p e n t i n e ,  Bloodwood,  S t r i n g y b a r k ,  
Banksia secrata, a n d  Angophora  

F l o w e r i n g  o c c u r s  a r o u n d  ~ c t o b e r - r ~ o v e m b e r ,  w i t h  t h e  r a c e m e s  
g e n t l y  a r c h i n g  down c a r r y i n g  n u m e r o u s  c l o s e l y - p a c k e d  f l o w e r s .  
The f l o w e r s  l o c a l l y  v a r y  f rom a  l i g h t  b r o w n i s h  g r e e n  t o  g o l d e n  
g r e e n  a n d  a r e  F a i r l y  l o n g  l a s t i n g .  The s p e c i f i c  name, s u a v e ,  
means sw,ee t ,  no d o u b t  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  d e l i c a t e  F r a g r a q c e  o f  
t h e  b looms .  I f  you  w i s h  t o  s e e  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  s p e c i m e n  OF 
C.  s u a v e  i n  F l o w e r ,  v i s , i t  S p r i n g w o o d  GolF C o u r s e  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g ,  - 
a n d m  F o r  t h e  p l a n t  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  F a i r w a y  on  t h e  2nd h o l e ,  i t ' s  
w o r t h  a  l o o k !  - 
C.  suave i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  e v e n  f r o m  g e n e r a l  n u r s e r i e s ,  s o  t h a t  - -  
i n t e n d i n g  g r o w e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  n o  t r o u b l e  b u y i n g  a  p l a n t .  When 
b u y i n g  a  p l a n t ,  l o o k  f o r  a  y o u n g p l a n t  w i t h  a b o u t  two l e a d s  i n s t e a d  
OF b u y i n g  t h e  o l d  p l a n t s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by l o n g  ' s t e m s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
l e a v e s  s t a r t .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  t h e  s m a l l e r  p l a n t s  seem t o  g e t  
away q u i c k e r  t h a n  t h e  w o o d i e r ,  o l d  p l a n t s .  

The s e c r e t  w i t h  t h i s  p l a n t ,  w h i c h  h a s  a  r e p u t a t i o n  OF b e i n g  h a r d  
t o  grow, s o u r c e s  s a y ,  ( l e s s  t h a n  1% OF p l a n t s  c o l l e c t e d  s u r v i v e  
l o n g e r  t h a n  2-3  y e a r s ) ,  i s  t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  r o o t s  a s  l i t t l e  a s  
p o s s i b l e  a n d  o n c e  p o t t e d ,  l e a v e  i t  a l o n e !  Growers  c a n  b e  s e e n  
u s i n g  F l o w e r  p o t s ,  b a s k e t s ,  t r e e  f e r n  t r u n k s ,  t e r r a c o t t a  p i p e s ,  
o l d  l i m b s ,  a n d  o l d  d rums  t o  grow t h i s  p l a n t  i n .  The m a i n  c a u s e  
OF F a i l u r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  g r o w i n g  t h e  p l a n t  i n  a  p o t  o r  e q u a l l y  
s m a l l  c o n t a i n e r ,  w i t h  t h e  p l a n t  s o o n  F a d i n g  away. The u s e  o f  
h o l l o w  l i m b s ,  p i p e s ,  e t c .  s e e m s  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s ,  
t h o u g h  a  l o s s  OF, p o r t a b i l i t y  e .g.  ( t o  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s )  o c c u r s .  
However, a  d e e p  c o n t a i n e r  m u s t  b e  u s e d  t o  a l l o w  room f o r  
ample  r o o t  r u n ;  o l d  t i m e  r e s i d e n t s  t e l l  o f  c u t t i n g  down t r e e s  
Fo r  t i m b e r  a n d  f i n d i n g  t h e  r o o t s  O F  C. s u a v e  g r o w i n g  r i g h t  down 
t o  t h e  s t u m p , ( p e r h a p s  a s  F a r  a s  30 f t .  f rom t h e  p l a n t ) .  

Most g r o w e r s  seem t o  u s e  o l d ,  r o t t e n  wood From t h e  i n s i d e s  OF 
t h e  t r e e  t r u n k s  t o  F i l l  t h e i r  c h o s e n  c o n t a i n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  w e l l  w o r t h  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  g e t t i n g  i t .  The  
p l a n t s  r e c e i v e  p l e n t y  o f  s u n l i g h t  g r o w i n g  h i g h  i n  t h e  t r e e s ,  
w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  p r o t e c t i o n  f rom e x t r e m e s .  I n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  .a 
w e l l - l i t  p o s i t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s t i m u l a t e  good F l o w e r i n g .  



. The amount a f  l i g h t  i n f l u e n c e s  l o a f  c o l o u r  w i t h  ouor-shadad 
p l a n t s  h a v i n g  d a r k  green l o a v e s , w i t h  p a l e  y e l l o w - g r e e n  l e a v e s  
i n d i c a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  are r i g h t .  One t i p  w o r t h  remembering is 
t h a t  i F  y o u r  p l a n t  looks like f l o w e r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  F i r s t  t w a l v e  
months ,  n i p  t h e 4 s p i k e s  o u t  as  t h e y  d e v e l ~ p ,  i t  moans  a n o t h e r .  
wa i t  f o r  flowers' b u t .  t h e  plan$ will be s t r o n g e r  f o r  it. 

. T h i s  p l a n t  h a s  t h e  c u r i o u s  h a b i t  o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  t h r o w  u p , a ,  
p s e u d o  b u l b  s e v e r a l  f e e t  down t h e  t r e e  w i t h  c o n l p a r a t i v e  e a s e . '  
I ' v e  s e e n  t h i s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a n d  am c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a 
s e p a r a t e  p l a n t  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  s e e d  b u t  r a t h e r  a n ' o f f ~ s h o o t  ' . ' -  
f rom t h e  p a r e n t  c l u m p .  Growing  i n  t r e e s ,  t h i s  o r c h i d  .is , 

' . ' . p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  f i r e ,  g r o w i n g  a s  i t  ' 

d o e s  i n , o p e n  c o u n t r y .  S t u d y  o f  p l a n t s  b u r n t  i n  f i r e s  s h o w s  . 
- - .. _. t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f o l i a g e  i s  l o s t ,  n e w ' s h o o t s  s o o n  i n i t i a t e  
' f r . 0 ~ - t h . e  . b a s e  . o f  t h e  p l a n t .  

The k e y  t o  w a t e r i n g  i s  n o t  t o  o v e r d o  i t ,  a s  t h i s  o r c h i d  c a n  t a k e  
f a i r l y  d r y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i f  t h e  r o o t s  a r e n ' t  r e s t r i c t e d  i n s i d e  a 
n a r r o w  c o n t a i n e r .  

I . .  

* * i e x . i e * * * * * * *  
t 

. . .  
. . 

' * T h i s  a r t i c l e  is r e p r i n t e d  from a  ser ies  o f  a r t i c l e s  I wro t e  f o r  Blue Mounta ins  
Dis t r i c t  Orch id  S o c i e t y ,  however i t  is still r e l e v a n t  f o r  ~ o l l b n ~ o n ~ i  



PTEROSTYLIS B l  ackmare 

P t e r o s t y l i a  lmwa_is found I n  
t h r  weakern entremma 0 4  t h e  
I l l a w a r r a  (am ds9insd and 
o u t l i n a d  on the m a p ) .  The 
flawtars ars true t o  i t  'e n a m m  
i n  t h a t  t h e  l a t e r a l  sepals 
tend t o  be l a x  g i v ing  the 
+lower a loose appearancr. It 
i s  a t y p i c a l  c a u l i n a  species 
i n  that i t  f lowers  w e l l  a9tmr 
good s u m m e r  ra ins .  T h i ~  year . 
m 8 8  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  good 
f 1 ouarinq smason at Wornbayen 
Caves whera thm h i  11s wsrr 
@ ~ t e n s i v e l y  covorad with 
3 i ~ w a r i n q  p i a n t s  ( fB /3 /89 ) .  

Jaroftylie l axa  can be expected t o  be fourad on the  grassy 
slopes a t  higher e leva t ions  and is aften accnmpanicd by other 
cau l i n@ species i nc lud ing  Ft. r e f X a ~ , P t ,  truncata, Pt. clbtusa 
and P t .  coccina. Pteroaylf 5 l a xa  has :an e~ tsne f  va c l i s k r l b u t i o n  
extending w e s t  from t h e  Marulan araa t o  the Blue Muuntains, 
sauth ta Canberra and the  Snowy Hountains and east f rom Marulan 
a s  f a r  a5 the  Sholhaven River  i nc lud ing  t he  Bungonis area. 

- P t e r o s t y l i s  laxa  is a v a r i a b l e  species in regard t o  s i z e ,  cnaour 
and shape. Rt Wornbeyan Caves f l owe r i ng  p l a n t s  w i t h i n  a small  
area r?nqed i n  cola& f r o m  l i g h t  cjt-een, green with brawn 
su f fus ions  towards t h e  ex t rem i t i es  ( m o s t  common) brown and r m d .  

, 
C u l t i v a t i o n  of P t e r o s t y l i s  l a x a  i s  easy but i s  n ~ t  alway a 
r e l i a b l e  f lowerer.  It m u l t i p l i e s  we l l  and h a s  become 
i n c reas ing l y  commoh i n  c o l l e c t i o n s  and was a v a i l a b l e  i n  good 
numbers i n  the  1988 tuber bank. 

~ t c r o a t y l i s  laxa  i s  worth the effort .  ( i nc lud ing  being 
p r e c i p i t a t e d  upon) of v i s i t i n g  i n  t h e  w i l d  but ensure t h a t  you - 
p i c k  a year when summer- r a i n s  are good ot t )erwise the t r i p  may be 
i n  vain. 
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~orybss i o m a a i i  is a little &&-.--*-. 
' Y E & ~ G i ~ ~ ~ a t *  thiw year warn 

mracardd . in 'tha I lhwwrra. 'ko hdd 
apauias to ths alredy large P i ~ t  of 
Illawarsa sachida tmlr, a lit*ls Luck & 
a lot of ssarobiw,  1 was IorCunate 

a being ief amad t h a t  laat year n C~ryb- 
was found i n  a swsmg st W d a n s  Plain, f 
was taken to t h e  opot and after much 
searching found soma Loaves chat 
appesred to be likely to be a C Q P X ~ ~  of 
aomm kind. No flawers were Round but 
their rpwamg looation suggssfxd Corybaa . . -- 

a,.+ fordb*. 
L. One waak later Boa T u m e r k w l Z  md 'b: wen-$ back to tha 

. :@peat about ewe haurs sseacching for  a'flt.rw~rfn$ glmt. 
!" . m Fsreunately ewa flowering plants were f o d  aomfirmlng 

. . t h i r ~  upeoiesr does exist at; W d m s  Plain. 
- . I  

Co@aa fardhcanrii i s  -olosely related to Ca b a ~ ~ ~ i c u f  atua + m u n ~ ~ v ~ ~ . e  Beach f Z o w e r i r ~  in  une) but ER t a r a 7  a - -  - 

Beon. Evan no one of bur menbass T3rh.n mitehead has found- 
this spsciss in northern M. S. W .  i n  a swmp south of Port 

' . . ' Macquarie (Orchmim Vol. 2 No. 10). (&&=Aurdharnil_ baa rn 
' extisnalve distribuCfon from South Queens Land to South 

, Australia. This distribution however is vary disjointed 
oincs its known sites are Paw. 

..- .. Identifyi~g this species is not d i i i i o u l t . .  i t  flowera late 
":-j . Hinter (August) at W d a s s  plain and has e small leaf which 
- '  is green on bath s ides .  Tha flower i w  small md delicate in 

. . . eppsaranca. Its laballurn is tubular in eb.aps with the d o r s a l  
,. I*. ' 

. ~ c p a l .  ooverinu it. The flower sit@ on a atem which i s  
. -. mother similarity to Corybas u - t u ~  

j . 1 . a  
. ,If you wish to see-,Corbybaa d m  it favours the wet ' " . '  
! ridass of ewmps under the cover of thick vegetation. A l l  . . 
.. you aaed.1~ a lot of time and patience and & appreciation 

. . for t h e  swamp fauna. It L Y  likely to be found i n  wmr of %he 
extensive swamp are&s &ova the ascarpmen-t but f i n d i . ~  it 
would not  ba easy.  ' 




