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H i .  f r i e n d s ,  

This  has indeed been a yea r  of  g r e a t  things,  Another r e a l l y  
good book on o rch ids  f o r  u s  i n  t h e  revised  and updated Aust ra l ian  Indigenous 
Orchids by Alick Bockrill?,  Indeed now out  i n  two volumes. David L. Jones 
having f i l l e d  t h e  gap between Dockr i l l ' s  f i r s t  e f f o r t  and now by h i s  own 
n a t i v e  o r c h i d  book, 

My advice  g e t  them both and i f  p o s s i b l e  the  two books of Dockr i l l  Here i s  
another  l i t t l e  o rch id  s to ry  I can pass  on t o  you f o r  what i t  i s  worth. 
A.N.O.S. was only not  long s t a r t e d ,  ColD Harman was j u s t  considering maybe 
bg i ld ing  a sanctuary a t  O 'Rei l ly ' s  mountain, and amst o rch id  members st i l l  
brought i n  t h e i r  p l a n t s  and f i l l e d  t h e  benches of SoG.A.Po Qld. Region, 

Aloca l  s h e l l  and b u t t e r f l y  c o l l e c t o r  who dabbled i n  orchids  t o l d  me of  a 
love ly  Vanda t h a t  climbed t r e e s  and had a d e l i c i o u s  perfume. A l l  t h i s  
and i t  grew i n  the  Currumbin h in te r l and ,  
Always w i l l i n g . t o  see  a few of  us went t o  Currumbin and headed west along 
t h e  r i v e r  (creek)  whichever t i l l  a f t e r  opening a few g a t e s ,  we were on a 
narrow t rack  around a small mountain i n  @ a t  we were t o l d  i s  the  l o s t  
world country. 

Through an o l d  dese r t ed  sakmi l l ,  up through a d isused banana crop u n t i l  
t i r e d  and d i r t y  we were about t o  g ive  up. Then on turning a bend I smelled 
honey.q!\und on clambering over a g r e a t  r ed  mound of an e a r t h s l i d e  found a 
p a r t i a l l y  covered v ine  o f  hundreds of  5 cm. yellow orch ids  a11 wi th  r ed  
s p o t t i n g  in t h e  labellun. 
A t  l a s t  the  vando, torn down from i t s  t r e e  perch from the  s l i d e a  Great 
excitement t r u s s e s  of f lowers b i t s  o f  vine and r o o t s  w e  a11 came back happyo 
Back a t  home and o f f  t o  t h e  Botanical  Gardens and o f  course Dr. S tan  
Blake. Rnd o f  s t o r y ,  s u f f i c e  t o  say w e  had found a g i a n t  climbing orchid  
now psuedovanil la  but  then Galeola F o l i a t a  (which I s t i l l  name i t . )  



'DIURIS id T U G  I L l . 9 ~ 4  R A  A . By Graeme Bradburn 

October i a  a good month for observing t h e  g e n e r a  Diurf s .  There  a r e  
Tour comtilon ( o r  at l e a s t  e x t e n s - i v ~ l y  d i s t r i b u t e d )  species c o n s i s t i n g  
of Diuris aacttlatn, ll, $ulphuren, .  l). .adre;a and  D. ~ t ~ n c t n t n .  A l l  of 
these oan be found  either coastal'lor on t h e  a d j a c e n k  escarpment  w i t h  
13. maculata .and 2.r-sulphurea l i k e l y  t o  , b e .  o b s e r v e d ,  i n  most o p e n ,  1 -  - 
forest. D.* aurea and 2. punc ta ta . : . a re  l e s s  common b u t  can  b e  found 
rf glzt t h r a u g l l o ~ t t  the loca l  region, U s u a l l y  t h e s e  o r c h i d s  w i l l  be found 
growing t o g e t h e r  and i n  some a r e a s  a l l  f o u r  can  be  found .  N a t u r a l  
h y b r i d s  i n  some a r e a s  a r e  comnon and  i n  one p a r t i c u l a r  h i g h l a n d  
a r e a  2. P u n c t a t a  h y b r i d i s e s  w i t h  b o t h  2. a u r e a  and 2. s u l p h u r a a .  

.-- 
. - i  D i u r i s  m a c u l a t a  ! . , A , + .  

T h i s  o r c h i d  i s  e x t r e m e l y  common b e i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  numerous away from 
t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n s .  D. m a c u l a t a  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  small and y e l l o w  i n  
c o l o u r  w i t h  d a r k  spo t<  and  b l o t c h e s .  The two f e a t u r e s  which ass i s t  
i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h i s  o r o h i d  ere t h o  s p o t t i n g  on the  lowor  surfaaos  

of t h a . p e t a l s  and  s e p a l s  and t h e  l a t e r a l  s e p a l s  b e i n g  e h o r t ,  c r o s s e d  
a n d  g r e e n  w i t h  d a r k  p u r p l e  mark ings .  D. m a c u l a t a  t e n d s  t o  be  t h e  

' f i r s t  t o  f l o w e r  as m a s  t h e - c a s e  t h i s  ~ % r  when f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s  
which  o r i g i n a t e d  f rom t h e  V i c t o r i a n  t ube rbank  were b r o u g h t  i n t o  

, . t h e , A u g u s t  m e e t i n g . ,  , . .  . ; .  , 
. , 

Diuris sulphurea 
d 

T h i s  o r c h i d  i s  a l s o  comnori'and c a n  be r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by i t s  
. s u l p h u r ~ y e l l o w  c o l o u r  and  t h e  two d i s h t i v e  d a r k  s p o t s  on t h e  

d o r s a l  s e p a l .  It can  be  v a r i a b l e  i n  s i z e  b u t  i s  o f t e n  a r o b u s t  
p l a n t  w i t h  l a r g e  f l o w e r s .  I have  s e e n  i t  growing a t  l e a s t  BOcm 

- t a l l  i n  h i g h .  g r a s s  a l o n g  # t h e  v e r g e  of the  .\7iringello noad.  I-Xowever 
', .. . t h e  b e s t  c l o n e s  i n  m y  o p i n i o n  come f rom t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  

of t h e  Illawarra down..to J e r v i s  Bay. 

D i u r i s  a u r e a  
. 1. 

D i u r i s  a u r e a  can  be  found  b o t b  on t h e  p l a i n s  and h i g h l a n d s  v e r y  
o f t e n  i n  v e r y  open g r a s s l a n d s .  It i s  l e s s  common b u t  makes a 
s p e c t a c u l a r  s i g h t  when a f i e l d  of i t  i s  o u t  i n  f u l l  f l o w e r .  It 
i s  a l a r g i s h  f l o w e r ,  y e l l o w  w i t h  a few brown mark ings  w h i l e  t h e  

, : l a t e r a l  s e p a l s  o n l y  o c o a s i o n l l y  c r o s s .  

D i u r i s  p u n c a t a t a  

Eiurfs p d n c t e t z  because  o f  i t s  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o u r  and l a r g e  size 
u s u a l l y  attracts a g r e a t  d e a l  of  f a v o u r a b l e  c o m e n t  rrllen d i s p l a y e d .  
The 2. punctata found  l o c a l l y  i s  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 2. punctata 
forma blakeyae, It i s  t h e  most  v a r i a b l e  of t h e  l o c a l  D i u r i s  i n  
t h a t  t h e  f l o w e r s  v a r y  enormously  i n  s i z e  and  c o l o u r  s h a d i n g s  and 
t o  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  i n  r e s p e c t . t o  shape .  I e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e  t h e  
c l o n e s  wllicll have v e r y  l o n g  l a t e r a l  s e p a l s .  I n  one h i g h l a n d  
l o c a t i o n  t h e  uncommon p u r e  w h i t e  form which w a s  d i s p l a y e d  at t h e  
Sep tember  mee t ing  i s  found .  I have a l r e a d y  p o l l i n a t e d  tllese p l a n t s  
t o  a t t e m p t  r g i s i n g  them by s e e d  s o  t h a t  t h e y  i n  y e a r s  t o  come r v i l l  
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  t u b e r  bank. 

The common D i u r i s  u s u a l l y  grow t o g e t h e r  o r  at l e a s t  i n  c l o ~ e  
a p p r o x i m i t y  t o  each  o t h e r .  T h i s  can o f t e n  l e a d  t o  n a t u r a l  h y b r i d s  
b e i n  f o u ~ l d .  I n  one a r e a  i n  tho h i g l ~ l a n d s  a l l  f o u r  s p e c i e s  can be 
l o u n 8  as can  t h e  n a t u r a l  h y b r i d s  of D. p u n c t a t o  x D. a u r e a ,  
D. p u n c t a t a  x D.  a u r e a  and  U. .aurea  x D. s u lp l l u r ea .  - 
When growing D i u r i s  t h e y  r e q u i r e  a w e l l  d r a i n e d  m i x  and can  talce 
more l i g h t  t h e n  P t e r o s t y l i s .  They a l s o  respondlve l l  t o  t u b e r  
c u t t i n g .  A GOOD REFEI1ENCE BOOIC FOIt TIIESE O R C I I I D S  I N  Till2 S O C I E T Y ' S  
L I B R N t Y  I S  'AUSTMLIAN TERXESTRIAL O R C I I I D S  ' BY COLLIN MID =IO!EOTiIY 
P I 0 0 L C 0 C l C .  



P t e r o e t y l i e  hildam Nichol la  

~tsrostylis hkldae has a l i m i t e d  distribution i n  
the Illawarra b e i d  f i ond  on t h e  margins of ~t 
scLerophyl f orerst and rainf oras-t; on the eastern 
side of t h e  escarpment. I t  can readily be found 
at Mount Keira, Mount Kernblls and Macquaric P a s s  
where it is abundant. P. h i l d a ~  can usually bs 
found In flower from tho middle of July to early 
sprfnd. Presently the flowering at Maoquaria 
Pass is extremely g o d  with large numbers baing 
found in flower in last week of July. 

The range of  P, extends from sou the rn  ~ u e e n s l s h d  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  t o  near K i a m a  In thg south .  I t  would be expected  that it 
would extend f u t h e r  s o u t h  but  I know of no record ings .  Within t h e  
lllawarra P. .hildac can often be found growing &rid f lower ing  with 

,. pedunculata. P. \recta, P. curta, P. nutans and P. Langifol ia .  - - 
B. hildae was for a long time confused wi th  P. c u r t a  but  web 

i n a l l y  described as a species by Nicho l l s  in 3.1, Although it 
:as similarities to P. c u r u  it is easily diff::entiated from it. 
Pterostylis hildae has a s l i g h t l y  smaller f lower,  a s t r a i g h t  
laballurn ( tw is ted  for P, curta) which is l i g h t e r  i n  c o l o u r  and a 
rosette of up t o  t h r e e  leaves  ( u s u a l l y  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  f o r  c u r t a ) .  
I t  also has s t r o n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  with P, atricta and some y e t  to 
be named s p e c i e s  from Barrington Tops and Queensland. 

Pterostylio hildae is an easy orchid  to grow as it f l o w e r s  and 
multiplias freely. If you do f i n d  t h i s  species f u r t h e r  s o u t h  do 
l e t  m e  know so t h a t  i t s  known range can be a c c r u a t e l y  recorded.  
Th i s  o rch id  is u s u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  tuberbank.  



P t e r o s t y l i s  g i b b o s a  R . B r .  

P t e r o s t y l i s  g i b b o s a  i s  e n d e m i c  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  I l l a w a r r a  where  it 
is  rare  and  e n d a n g e r e d .  ~t is  known f r o m  Y a l l a h  a n d  a f ew o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n '  a v e r y  l i m i t e d  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
n u m b e r i n g  n o t  much o v e r  1000  p l a n t s .  ~t is o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  
f l o w e r i n g  ' r u f a '  s p e c i e s  a n d  f l o w e r i n g  i n  e a r l y  A u g u s t  i s  o n e  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  t o  f l o w e r .  

P t  g i h b o s a  was f i r s t  c o l l e c t e d  a t  A r t h u r s b u r y  ( n e a r  ~ a r r a m a t t a )  
i n  1 8 0 9 .  L a t e r  on a n o t h e r  r a r e  unnamed s p e c i e s - a d o p t e d  t h e  name 
s i n c e  it is  s i m i l a r  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  ( s u p e r f i c i a l l y )  b u t  b r o w n i s h  i n  
c o l o u r .  P t  g i b b o s a ' s  f i r s t  known r e d i s c o v e r y  was i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  b y  
Roy O 'Meley .  A l t h o u g h  s e n t  t o  t h e  Sydney  ~ e r b a r i u m ,  it was n o t  
c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  s o  r e m a i n e d  u n n o t i c e d  u n t i l  1967 when 
r e f o u n d  b y  B r i a n  W h i t e h e a d .  I t  was named P t  c e r i f l o r a  b y  
E l a c k m o r e  a n d  C l e m e s h a  b u t  t h i s  L a t e r  became a synonym o f  P t  
g i b b o s a  when Mark C , - e m e n t s  c h e c k e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  h e l d  i n  
K e w  G a r d e n s .  - 
Of i n t e r e s t  a l s o  i s  t h e  s t o r y  05 t h e  s p ~ c i e s  w h i c h  f o r  a w h i l e  
w a s  misnamed P t  g i b b o s a .  T h i s  l i t t l e  known s p e c i e s  w a s  o n l y  v e r y  
r a r e l y  f o u n d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  B l u e  M o u n t a i n s .  I t s  b e s t  known s i t e s  
a re  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  N o r t h e r n  I l l a w a r r a  a n d  it s h a r e s  a s i m i l a r  
f a t e  t o  P t  g i b b o s a  i n  b c i n g  a t  p r e s e n t  a v c r y  r a r e  o r c h i d  which 
i s  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  d e v c l  o p m c n t .  

' P t  g i b b o s a  i s  now known i n  a f e w  i s o i . a t c d  ~ o c k c t s  n e a r  Lake 
I l l a w a r r a .  A s i n g l e  p l a n t .  was f o u n d  i n  S o u t h  Nowra b u t  t h a t  
l o c a t i o n  is now a . h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t .  D e s p i t e  f u r t h e r  s e a r c h e s  
it h a s  n o k  b e e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  s i n c e .  . 

Growing  i n  t h e  same a r e a s  a s  P t  g i b b o s a  a r e  a  number o f  o t h e r  
o r c h i d  s p e c i e s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  P t  r u f a ,  P t  a c i c u l i f o r m i s ,  P t  
b i c o l o r ,  P t  t r u n c a t a ,  P t  l o n g i p c t e l a ,  P t  n u t a n s ,  P t  c u r t a ,  D i u r i s  
s u l p h u r e a ,  C a l a d e n i a  c a r n e a  a n d  T h e y m i t r a  p a u c i f l o r a .  

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  I m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  P t  g i b b o s s  was  ra re  a n d  
e n d a n g e r e d .  I t  i s  f o u n d  on b o t h  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  l a n d .  Where it 
i s  f o u n d  on p r i v a t e  l a n d  it was u n t i l  1 9 t h  December 1988 
p r o t e c t e d  b y  a i n t e r i m  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r d e r .  A t  p r e s e n t  it h a s  no  
e f f e c t i v e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  some a r e a s  h a v e  i n  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  
b e e n  c l e a r e d . .  Most  p r i v a t e l y  owned s i t e s  a r e  g r a z e d  b y  c a t t l e  and  
i n  t l ' m e  i t  i .s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  P t  g i b b o s a  w i l l  b e  1 - o s t .  
h a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  t o  b o t h  t h e  Hon. T i m  Moore t h e  M i n i s t e r  
f o r  t h e  P n v i r o n m c n t  a n d  t h e  f lon.nnvi .d  Ilay P l i n i s t ~ r  f o r  P l a n n i n q  
o u t l i n i n g  o u r  c o n c e r n s  . fo r  the o r c h i d .  

T h e y  h a v c  b o t h  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  Mat i .ona l  
P a r k s  a n d  w i l d l i f e .  . W h a t  t h i s  means t h a t  t h e  , o r c h i d  on  p r i v a t e  
l a n d  would-  o n l y  b e  g i v e n  s e c u r i t y  i! i t s  o ~ f i c e r s  c a n  ' p e r s u a d e  
t h e  o w n e r s  t o  c n t c r  i n t o  v o l u n t a r v  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a g r e e m e n t .  T h i s  
o b v i o u s l y  i s  n o t  a v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  s i t e s .  

On p u b l i c  ].and t h e  o r c h i d  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  a more s e c u r e  f u t u r e .  
H o p e f u l l y  p r e s e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e r m a n e n t  
p r o t e c t i . o n  on t h e s e  s i t e s .  Even s o  t h i s  would o n l y  p r e s e n t  a .  
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  i t s  c o n s e r v a t i o n .  I n  t h e  s h o r t r u n  o b v i o u s  
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i n E e s t a k i o n  f'roni s u r r o u n d  i.nq n g r  i c u l  l-.r~r;il a r e a s .  S t u d i c s  n e ~ d  t o  
be c a r r i c d  o u t  t o  t l c t ~ r r n i n c ?  the b ~ s t  hal3i. t i i l l  For tli? o r c \ i i ~ I .  I t  
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by Fj.rc o r  as a  comrmri :son n stal11.r ~ n a t u r c  op!?rl woodl.c?nd. Wc a r c  
w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  F t  g i b h o s a  b c i n q  the subject. 0 . F  a l o n g t e r m  s t u d y  
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t l l c  managerncnt o f  t h e  o r c h l r l  b ? n s u r e s  i t s  l o n g t e r m  
s u r v i v a l .  

P t  g i b b o s a  i.s a l s o  threatened b y  t h e  illegal c o l  l e c t i - n g .  I t  i s  
h o p e d  t h a t  o u r  f l a s k i n g  c r o g r a m  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t c  numbers  o f  
t h i s  p l a n t  s o  t h a t  c o l l . e c t i . n g  f rom t h e  w i l d  wil l  c e a s e .  p t  

g i b b o s a  r e p r e s e n t s  a l.oca1. cxalnp!.~ o f  t l i c  t h r e a t  o f  u r b a n j  s a t i o n  
t o  many o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  o rch ic1  s p e c i e s .  I t  i s  a ~ p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  i t  
w a s  c h o s e n  a s  t h e  1.ogo Eor t h e  f i r s t .  r 7 v s t r a l a s i . a n  N a t i v e  - 0rch i .d  
Conference ant1 Show I 1 9 9 0  anrl 1 liol)c! I J V  t h c ? n  i . t  c a n  h c  a n  
e x a m p l e  o f  how t h r e a t c n c d  o r c i l i t l  s p e c i  P S  can  be s u c c e s s  Ful-1 v 
s a v e d .  
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