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Greetings to all members for 1994, Let us all hope this year produces
as did 1993 a few people willing to share their knowledge, or at least
notes from others (with their permission). I hope you liked the orchid
list from Troppo John, as last newsletter. Some of the published '93

notes were unfortunately from a member who left us but did send his notes,

I have many commitments and they do not seem to end in 1994, so without
your help this newsletter could fold, Let us not be negative, There is
no such person as a real passive member, if all we require is 100 lines

in a year on how you grow them etc. If this is beyond you, why participate,

We are a study group and we should study., What I produce, you can find in
commercial orchid books, and I need to know if you grow any with better
success,

Please help this newsletter - Leader.
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Jottings around the orchids of Australia

I have described previously how we re-found Galeola foliata(note please 1
still use the old naming),

Many such mini adventures are worth recording, and such was one on a day
in July 1990, when with a group of doctors and professors, studying cycas,
we came across a fine flowering specimen of Dendrobium affine (diiuphun)o
This growing on the upper ciudex of that cycas termed Fogg Bay, south-west

area of Darwin directly west of Letchfield Park,

Monty Anderson, one of the group, had already given me a plant from his
property where it grew on 2 local tree pandan. We were to find a few more
on cycas later but here only for the fact it grew higher than the so
termed wildface, lived & lovely dendtsbiun typical of many dendrobiums,
The basic shape is like Dendrobium bigibbum, but the flower is smallers

However the entire spray is equally as big as bigibbum produces.

The florets are predominantally white the labellum can have purple lines

or blotching and often the labellum markings can be red,
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This orchid becomes deciduous during the dry season of the Northern Territory
and flowers at this time May to August., Jones states it can be crossed early,
and a natural cross is mentioned between it and canaliculatum, the eastern

Cape York Dendrobium, This little gem is Dendrobium affine (syn. dic&iphun),
Name changed a few times, but not used half enough in culture,

Just north of Brisbane the D'Aguilar ranges have many species of indigenous
orchids, One of note grows on the underside of the branches of casuarina,
cunninghamiana the river she oak, This is the little gherkin shaped cuceimerinum
or ''cucumber orchid'., It grows in close mats along the branch of underside and
looks like a string of small gherkins flowering in small strings of four florets
the unique floret is about 12 mm across cream to greenish in shading, Striped
on the sepals x petals and also the labellum with reddish purple lines is 14 mm

x 5 mm the lip curves under and undulatesgy
In cultivation can have difficulties but well worth the growing,

In my years when I often wandered the tracks of the Lamington Plateau near

Binna Burra Lodge, one favourite track was to the Antarctic Beeches, Here
naturally browing along the ancient trunks were clumps of Dendrobium falcarostrum
the Beech Orchid, Very hardy in appearance with stout psuedobulbs this gem does
not cultivate well, except on its host at least in Queensland, The host tree is
Nothofragus moorei,

This orchid flower racemis are 16 cm's. long, the brilliant white flowers are in
thick clusters, The labellum has reddish dots in the throat, and the 1lip curves
like a falcon's beak. It is highly fragrant,
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