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Gree t ings  t o  a11 members f o r  1994, Let  u s  a l l  hope t h i s  year produces 

a s  d i d  1993 a few people w i l l i n g  t o  sha re  t h e i r  knowledge, o r  a t  l e a s t  

n o t e s  from o t h e r s  (with t h e i r  permission) .  I hope you l i k e d  t h e  o r c h i d  

l i s t  from Troppo John,  a s  l a s t  news le t t e r .  Some of t h e  publ i shed  '93 

n o t e s  were unfor tuna te ly  from a member who l e f t  u s  bu t  d i d  send h i s  notes.  

I have many commitments and they do n o t  seem t o  end i n  1994, so without  

your h e l p  t h i s  news le t t e r  could  f o l d s  Let u s  not  be negat ive,  There i s  

no such person a s  a r e a l  psrssive member, i f  a l l  we r e q u i r e  i s  100 l i n e s  

i n  a year  on how you grow them e t c .  I f  t h i s  i s  beyond you, why p a r t i c i p a t e .  

We a r e  a study group and we should s tudyo What I produce, you can f i n d  in  

commercial o r c h i d  books, and I need t o  know i f  you grow any w i t h  b e t t e r  

success ,  

P l ease  he lp  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  - Leader. 

Jottings around the o r c h i d s  of Australia 

I have desc r ibed  previously how w e  re-found Galeola  f o l i a t a ( a o t e  p l ease  I 

s t i l l  use t h e  o l d  naming), 

Many such mini adventures  a r e  worth record ing ,  and such wirs one on a day 

i n  J u l y  1990, when wi th  a group o f  d o c t o r s  and p r o f e s s o r s ,  s tudying  cycas,  

we came a c r o s s  a f i n e  f lowering specimen of  Dendrobium a f f i n e  (dicuphum), 

T h i s  growing on t h e  upper caudex o f  t h a t  cycas termed Fogg Bay, south-west 

a r e a  of Darwin d i r e c t l y  west  of  L e t c h f i e l d  Park, 

Monty Anderson, one of t h e  group,  had already given me a p l a n t  f roa h i s  

proper ty  where i t  grew en a l o c a l  t r e e  pandan. We were t o  f i n d  a few more 

on cycas l a t e r  bu t  here  only f o r  t h e  f a c t  it grew higher  than t h e  so 

termed wi ld face ,  l i v e d  a love ly  dendtobium t y p i c a l  o f  many dendrobiums, 

The b a s i c  shape i s  l i k e  Dendrobium bigibbum, bu t  t h e  f lower i s  smaller.  

However t h e  e n t i r e  spray i s  equal ly  a s  b ig  a s  bigibbum produces. 

The f l o r e t s  a r e  predominantally wh i t e  t h e  labe l lum can have purp le  l i n e s  

o r  b lo tch ing  and o f t e n  t h e  label lum markings can be red. 



T h i s  o r c h i d  becomes deciduous du r ing  t h e  dry season o f  t h e  Northern T e r r i t o r y  

and f lowers  a t  t h i s  time Hay t o  August. Jones  s t a t e s  i t  can be c ros sed  e a r l y ,  

and a  n a t u r a l  c r o s s  is  mentioned between i t  and cana l icu la tum,  t h e  e a s t e r n  

Cape York Dendrobium. This  l i t t l e  gem i s  Dendrobium a f f i n e  (syn. d i c t lphun) .  

Name changed a few times, bu t  n o t  used h a l f  enough i n  c u l t u r e ,  

J u s t  n o r t h  of Brisbane the  D'Aguilar ranges have many s p e c i e s  of ind igenous  

orchids.  & e  o f  n o t e  grows on t h e  unders ide  o f  t he  branches  of ca sua r ina ,  

cunninghamiana t h e  r i v e r  she oak. T h i s  i s  t h e  l i t t l e  ghe rk in  otrqed-cuc@merinum 

o r  "cucumber orchid".  I t  grows i n  c l o s e  mats along t h e  branch of unders ide  and 

looks  l i k e  a  s t r i n g  of small ghe rk ins  f lower ing  i n  small  s t r i n g s  o f  fou r  f l o r e t s  

t h e  unique f l o r e t  i s  about 12  mm a c r o s s  cream t o  g r e e n i s h  i n  shading. S t r i p e d  

on the  s e p a l s  x p e t a l s  and a l s o  t h e  labe l luw w i t h  r edd i sh  pu rp le  l i n e s  i s  1 4  om 

x 5 em t h e  l i p  c u r v e s  under and ~ q d u l a t e *  

In c u l t i v a t i o n  can have d i f f i c u l t i e s  b u t  we14 worth the  growingo 

I n  my yea r s  when I o f t e n  wandered t h e  t r a c k s  o f  t h e  Lamington P la t eau  nea r  

Binna Burra Lodge, one f a v o u r i t e  t r a c k  was t o  t h e  A n t a r c t i c  Beeches. Here 

n a t u r a l l y  browing along the  a n c i e n t  t runks  were clumps o f  Dendrobium fa l ca ros t rum 

t h e  Beech Orchid. Very hardy i n  appearance w i t h  s t o u t  psuedobulbs t h i s  gem does 

n o t  c u l t i v a t e  w e l l ,  except on i t s  h o s t  a t  l e a s t  in Queensland. The h o s t  t r e e  i s  

Nothofragus mooreio 

T h i s  o r c h i d  f lower r a c e a i s  a r e  16 cm's. long ,  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  white  f l owers  a r e  i n  

t h i c k  c l u s t e r s ,  The labellurn has  reddish  d o t s  i n  the  t h r o a t ,  and t h e  l i p  cu rves  

l i k e  a  f a l con ' s  beak. I t  i s  h ighly  f r ag ran t ,  




