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Once more the  newsle t ter  and ; usual  i t  i s  a b i t  l a t e .  il" 
Dan s t a l l a r d  has been q u i t e  i v e  i n  h i s  f i e l d  co l l ec t ions  

and s t u d i e s  of t h e  genera and according t o  s r e p o r t s  and the  one sample 
caudex I s t i l l  have, Cycas c a l c i c o l a  a s  the  s i l v e r y  fo l i age  cycad 
reported t o  me by Harold Caulf ield.  from the  p rec i se  a rea  mentioned 
and i s  very s i l v e r y  i n  fo l i age .  

On studying the  M t .  Morgan a t  c lose  range I cannot 
see any marked d i f fe rence  i n  seed s i z e ,  p i  o r  caudex s i z e  t o  the  
species  around M t .  Archer, Rockhampton o r  extreme c o a s t a l  a reas  
nearby. I s t i l l  take  i t  t o  be a v a r i a n t  

k L? 

The specimen of Mac. from Gympie and 
pot ted  with f u l l  caudex exposed i s  have now 
matured and a re  f u l l y  clothed with 
t y p i c a l  of Tin Can Bay, Rainbow 

The wider pinnae form from River near  Bundaberg i s  
s t i l l  a mystery b u t  I hope t o  f o r  s tudy,  soon. 
Noel McCormack r e p o r t s  it i s  P o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  

inhabi ted  t h e  Blackdown Tablelands only. 

it i s  a v a r i a n t  o r  a cross .  With The boundaries 
of Mac. p la ty rach i s  a r e  too  f a r  l i t t l e  beauty 

A.few members have me and f o r  t h i s  I am g r a t e f u l ,  
a l s o  the re  has been response f i n a n c i a l l y .  now have about ha l f  the  f e e s  
pa id ,  so  i f  you th ink you may have p lease  ask me. 

Of extreme i n t e r e s t  t o  us 1 i s  the  following t e x t  from the  
Amerlcan "Cycad Newsletter" r e f e r r i n g  t o  a paper by Robert S. H i l l ,  Aust. J. 
Bat. 28:105-22-1980. Three new Eocene per '  d Cycads a r e  reported i n  Eastern 
Aust ra l ia .  This  paper descr ibes  a new cyc ;d genus PTEROSOMA R.S. H i l l  (two 
species  P .  ZAMIOIDES R . S .  H i l l  and P. AN=*: O m 6  R . S .  H i l l  and a new species  
of LEPIDOZMIIA (L. FOVEOLATA R . S .  H i l l )  w i  f i n e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  of the  f o s s i l s  
and scanning e l e c t i o n  micrographs of s e l e c  led epidermal f e a t u r e s  of the  leaves.  ' f 

These d iscover ies  add t o  our knowledge of the  
f l o r i s t i c  composition of t h e  period. After  s t u d i e s  with 
o the r  Ter t i a ry  cycads it i s  represents  an e x t i n c t  
l i n e .  

Along with o t h e r  r e p o r t s  o t e r t i a r y  cycads the  discovery 
supports  the  theory t h a t  cycads had a g re  geographical p a t t e r n ,  range, 
and d i v e r s i t y  i n  Aus t ra l i a  during t h e  Teg than a t  present .  
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Recently, while holidaying a t  Rockharnpton, I was taken by 
a  f r i e n d  t o  see  the  work being c a r r i e d  o u t  by Dan ~ r i e n  of Yeppoon. This 
involves meristem t i s s u e  cu l tu res  with Bowenia s e r r u l a t a .  W e  a l s o  t r a v e l l e d  
on t o  Stoney Creek where one l i t e r a l l y  walks on g rea t  beds of Bowenia 
s e r r u l a t a .  I t  s t i l l  grows i n  abundance i n  t h i s  a rea  which i s  a  Fores t ry  Park 
reserve  so a t  l e a s t  t h i s  l a r g e  sec t ion  of them should become  reserved. 

Even i n  i t s  l a r a e s t  viewed s~Ccimens the  fronds I have now 
seen do not  comDare i n  a c t u a l  s i z e  with the  Bowenia s ~ e c t a b i l i s  of Paranel la  
Park, I n n i s f a i l  o r  the  s tands  near  Kinq Ranch in land from Tully. However 
the  manv small clumps qrowinq alonq t h e  c e n t r a l  t r ack  and h i l l s l o ~ e  makes it 
q u i t e  evident ,  t h a t  here  i s  a  species  w e l l  worthy of cu l iva t ion  and one t h a t  
would.have g r e a t  commercial value a s  a  pot ted  p lan t .  Of i n t e r e s t  t o  mention' 
were the  l a r g e  s i x  (6)  metre p l a n t s  of Banksia i n t e g r i f o l i a ?  These had 
orange t o  yellow blooms q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t o  the  one I know, then t h e  l ea f  form 
was se r ra ted .  Also noted n ice  s tands  of the l o c a l  na t ive  Saint-Paulia  Baeua 
hygroscopica with deep mauve blooms, these  w e r e  rock ledge inhab i t an t s ,  growing 
alongside the  abundant Macrozamia miquel l i .  

Did I say,  abundant, wel l  that is an under-statement. I 
photographed h i l l s i d e s  of t h i s  miquel l i  form and co l l ec ted  one cone of seea. 
The fronds a r e  much darker than the  l o c a l  Bxookfield type and the  cones smal ler  
than the  West Gympie form. 

With any luck w e  should have a  seed bank opera t ing  i n  a  few 
months. Please send any spare  seed t o  e i t h e r  myself o r  Brian Runnegar. 
Addresses i n  l a s t  newsle t ter .  


