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H i ,  Ho! for  a better  New Y e a r  and renewed enthus by all. 1983 subscriptions 
now due. One very enthusiastic new member is Dr .  . Long of 35 Fowler Street, 
Camperdown, 2050, with a prchnise of possible tr F c i a  of the New S01it-k~ Vlales 
Burraang in habitat. Thanks for  this offer. 

Special competition:- For the best s l ide  of (N.S.W. origin) and 
best s l ide  of cycas f a r  north Qld. - Prizes 
of four (4) n d  for  both areas. 

A l l  s l ides returned i f  included. Chosen sl ides 
may be published. Cyc Zamiad group and SGAP can 
enter. Closkg date - , 1983. 

H e r e  below are interesting letters £ran real menhers of the society who 
may inspire others. F i r s t  f r m  nesl Stallard roanings are between Perth & 
D a r w i n  areas. 

Between Yaas and New Year a number of us travelled 400 hns south t o  
Mataranka and Elsey Stations where I had find specimms 
particularly in the back blocks of Elsey the limestone rock' 
forrmtions are similar t o  the Katherine C. calcicola) 
and the land shape i s  supposedly a l o t  Unfortunately were stopped 
f r o m  entering onto the main part of able t o  go t o  
Elsey Falls ( a  fa i r ly  untouched 

Len,if you have any of f ic ia l  documents or  for one t o  obtain permission 
t o  enter the property it may be worthwhile as  it from g o d  authority 
(mrkers of the Conversation Deparhnent) a has Some unusual plant 9 

animal and bird l i f e .  In fact  there is  a move turn it into a National Park. 
The area in question l i e s  around the Red Lily and upper reaches of the 
Roper River. 

The reason fo r  the restr ict ion on the Elsey t o  be due t o  the mvie  
'We of the  Never Never", where a mock up of was constricted very near 
t o  the  t rue  Elsey Station of today - keen t o  view it. 

Margaret Telfer 's photos of the upper Brookfield 

~ ~ m ~ m z a n i a  

miquellii shms 
trunks t o  2% f t .  high (75an) - Fronds are upright d i s t k c t l y  bluish. Seed 
mnes as large as  miquellii growing much farther 

The more I see of miquelli, the more I find it be very l ike  the Macmzda 
cmnunis of New South Wales (especially the upper Brookfield version). The 
Brookfield miquellii is the nearest stand of this macrozamia to  Brisbane, o r  is 
it the most northerly stand of ccrtnnunis? (worth . i 
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Mrs. H.B. Bosworth of Ingham, North Queensland w r i t e s : -  

My cycads seem t o  be growing f a i r l y  well. I was delighted recently t o  
f ind a root growing down from one of my Cycas mcdonelli seeds! I have 
waited over a year f o r  some sign of l i f e .  I h o p  some of the other seeds 
get going now. It i s  tiresome just waiting. 

My Cycas media i s  seeding again. Seems t o  seed each two ( 2 )  years. C. 
media is  very c o m n ,  mostly on foothi l l s ,  up t h i s  way, but I often wonder 
what the  different  pints of some of the other cycas species are.  I f  you 
could t e l l  me some distinguishing features of cycas l ike ly  t o  be found i n  
these parts ,  I could keep a look out. Some C. media seem t o  have very strong 
thorns on the lower end of the l ea f ,  but others i n  the  same area can be completely 
without thorns on the  stalks.  

I f ind the  bowenias don't r ea l ly  l i k e  being disturbed when repotting. I f  they 
get a big disturbance, they seem t o  lose t h e i r  leaves and take a long w h i l e  t o  
come round again. 

Lepidozamia peroff sk ima mkes a l o t  mre new ieaves than does L. hopeii , per 
year, so that the  latter is going t o  be a l o t  slower t o  make an a t t rac t ive  pot 
plant. 

by Robert Tucker, Arderson Park Botanic Gardens, 
Wellingtan Street, Mundingburra, lTXNWKU3. 4821. 

The genus Bowenia Hook. ex Hook. f . belongs to the t r ibe  ZAMIEAE Reichenb. 
in the  fan i ly  ~~ Richenb. It oonsists of two endesnic species 
con£ ined to  Queensland. 

W e n i a  is unique a n g s t  cycads in that  it has deca-tpund leaves, all other 
genera are simply pinnate although sane lob- or dividing of the leaflets  
may be present. It is th i s  very striking and unusual feature of Bawenia wkich 
make it highly distinctive. It also shws s m ~  advanced features and its 
aff ini t ies  are not w i t h  other Australian Zdaceae but apparently w i t h  the New 
World genus Zamia. 

The two specks of menia are mrphologically similar but cannot be oonfused. 
They are also m a h r s  of different plant m i t i e s  and i n  mly  one location 
do they occur within close praximity of each other. 

Bowenia Hook. ex Hook. f .  is the type species of the genus (1863) 
and is confined t o  the moist rainforests of ncrWeastem Queensland f r m  about 
Cooktown south t o  the rainforest l imit  in Rmkhghm Bay. It extends inland 
sane 45-50 km. and up to  a t  leas t  700 m. altihzde, The habitat is usually the 
shaded rainforest floor but quite healthy plants can be found on rock faces near 
waterfalls and along creek banks. It seems t~ be requiring of a permanently 
mist s o i l  and a high humidity. Soil type does not e a r  to be highly important 
however the plants can be quite abundant on red volcanic loams. 

B. serrulata (W. Bull) Chmberlain (1912) w a s  in i t i a l ly  thought to  be a variety 
of the type species. For a f u l l  treatmmt of the synonymy involved see Johnson 
(1959). This species is more characteristic of moist sclerophyllaus forest but 
occasionally enters into rainforest. It has three m a i n  areas of occurance, two 
of which are not widely understood and one of which is not verified by the 
present author. The main occurance is in the region directly north of the Tropic 
of Capricorn £ran about Y e p p n  t o  St. m n c e  and mainly on the masta l  f l a t s  
and h i l l s  in mist open forests. 
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The second cxcurance is in  the Casuarina daminated scrubs around Lake 
Tinaroo near Atherton wkree it is grows n a t  to B. s p z t a b i l h  but 
apparently does not hybridize with it. The population there is 
considerable. The third occurance is quite a good way further north 
in the McIllwraith Range on northern Cape York Peninsula. The present 
author has not seen th i s  population and hms nothing of the habitat 
associations there, the information axes by way of C.S.I.R.O. collectors. 

It would seem fran the above that  B. serrulata is f a r  more widespread 
and armon than most people assume. Its accwmce on the northern 
Peninsula is quite amazing considering the distinctive flora of that 
region which has greater aff ini t ies  with P a p  than with southern Cape 
York Peninsula. It wmld be very f a s ~ i n a ~ g  any exciting i f  Lepidozmia 
were t o  be found i n  that  region where as far as it is k n m  only Cycas 
occurs. 

BaJenias do very well in cultivation and can in north Queensland grm 
into f e r t i l e  plants in 5 years fran seed. W i t h  t h i s  knmledge it is 
surprising that  they are not more coarmonly cultivated but perhaps that  is 
fortunate, for  the nurseryman is mre apt to be lazy and remove plants £ram 
the wild rather than raise seed. 

The m a i n  difference between the species are fa i r ly  rel iable and can be set 
out as f0llcWs:- 

character* B. spectabilis B. s m l a t a  

1. leaf height up to 2 m. up ta 1.2 m. 

2. leaf le t  form lanceolate A m b i d  

4. leaf width up t o  1.5 m. u p - 1 . m .  

5. plant form soli tary c l ~ b  

6 .  leaflet m a r g i n  entire or rarely finely serrate 
preamrse 

* these characters are fa i r ly  uniform but sane deviation can be expected 
under various circxrmstanes. A false-clwrphg effect  in B. spectabilis 
can arrive through the gemination and sucass fu l  es tabl ishent  of several 
seeds together o r  rarely very old plants divide, particularly on volcanic 
soils .  


