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H i !  f r iends,  

Christmas again i s  very much v i t h  n s  m d  h e r e  goes zgain the 
newsletter. F i r s t  things f i rs t ,  and it seems tha t  the thoughts 
about including palms in our study group, i s  not going t o  be 
successful. Everyone did not venture & opinion of course, but 
our r e a l l y  active members of whom there  a re  too few r e a l l y  had 
a say. Incidentally I did not even get !an opinion from the groups 
co-ordinator! I 

It i s  a p i ty ,  and i f  any SGAP member i s  game t o  s t a r t  a separate 
palm group I w i l . 1  join also,  1 
However, l e t  it be said I understand dissenting opinions and r e a l l y  
agree tha t  the two genus a re  s t r e e t s  apairt. Cycads have r e a l l y  more 
a f f i n i t y  t o  tree-ferns than they do t o  dalms! 

The SGAP bus t r e k  went across Austral ia land came back in the prescribed i 
time once again. This time they carr ied a nap plns directions. 
However I only received one o r  two reports  and a photo of a very blue 
fronded cycas i n  t he  Lake Argyle area, 11 was unable t o  accompany 
them and I guess most were angiosperm people not &nunosperm people. 

I 
I 

j 
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!the study group will s tay  a s  i s  and l e t  u s  hope we can s t a r t  the 
New Pear with a t  l e a s t  20 act ive member=? Come on a l l  members how 

;,. . much tfme does it take to pen 100 words,' even i f  it i s  jus t  how you 

Here are  a few repor t s  I have received from zamiad people, and I 
unfortunately not a l l  belong t o  our group, I 

I 

Stan Walkley, well lmom 
on seeing large specimens of 
Beach, lhese he reports are I 

controversy as to whether this exists is Cairnsiana, 
but I have also wen these  plants. . i 
growing in two long rows, s tout  
differences t o  o the r  cycas was similarities to C Y C ~ S  1 

revoluta (assam) very evident. saw were central, apex, I 

and br ight  orange about s ize  of cone onla large media. The male 
I 

cone on t h e  chinesc sago plant is much larger and verg different, 
Robert Tucker a loca l  taxonomy expect also,  labelled these asoc.  - I  

nomanbyana ! I I 

1 I 
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If any member can g e t  a copy of Charles i Joseph Chamberlain's book 
"The Living CycaAst' Iq lg ,  a new w o r l d  Qf 11.nlerstanding about these 
plents w i l l  open up! He 
seed-bearing ferns and of 300 million 

I 

years ago1 All modern statement. I a 

However in h i s  book, Chamberlain t o  list 
siinilarities between the fern 

are growing your own seedlings. If  you th ink  you are busy 1'11 send I 

1 you a list of my own chores t o  compare! I 4 

I 1 
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iJe s t a t e s  t h a t  if t h e  evolu t ionary  c a l e n d ~ r  of t h e w  Kenera was 
lined up it would s t a r t  with Cycas and end t r i th  zamia, F lac ing  
Cycns f i r s t ,  because the  Paleozoic  cycadofi l . icnles  of e a r l i e s t  f o s s i l  
records bore the i - r  seed around modified 1-enf s t r u c t u r e s  and t h i s  by 
slow process evolved. as a branch frola t h e  t r u e  f e r n s ,  The cone of 
to i l 37  i s  v n s t l ~  d i f f e r e n t  and although Chamberlair put  forward a 
theo,-g of how t h i s  evolved - It is easz t o  see t!mt t h e  Cgcas even 
t o d a ~  hns persist~ntly retained t h i s  pr imit ive t n e  of fenale modified 
leaf (sporophyll) which characterized t h e  most ancient seed plants  ! 

Hot much has been w r i t t e n  regard irig Cycas :and most b o t a n i s t s  mentioning 
them, do so ,  t o  poin t  out  mainly t h e r e  t o x i c ,  c a t t l e  para lys ing  
q u a l i t i e s !  

S h a t  a p i t y ,  because obviously here  w i t h  us  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  l i n k s  of 
vege ta t ive  ma te r i a l  t o  e x i s t  on our  Earth,  

Fu,rther t h e o r i s i ~ g  on evolu.tiona.ry t r e n d s ,  C . J .  Chanberlain exp la ins  
that t h e  Mesozoic Bennet i ta les  about 200 mill-ion yea r s  ago a r e  the 
ances to r s  of our  zamiaceae, IIe p laces  CYCAS much e a r l i e r ,  

Ife sa.ys t h a t  both vrero derived from a f o n  i n  which both female l e a f  
sporoph~lls were l e a f  l i k e  am? ix! loose  crol;nr. The Benne t i t a l e s  
(CYC!L~SIDEA) retaining thep r in i t i ve  ma1.e spore conta iner  and cycas 
the primitive fenale sgosophyll appendage. 

b/orth a  v i s i t  i f  you 1-ive around Brisbanel. A good specimen of t h e  
(ASSAT" Q c a s  revoluta  male and female f lolfrering together ,  lYhere? 
ITt. Cootha 8otanic  Gardens, nea r  t h e  entrance,  Cpecial  no tes  from 
I.lrs, Bosworth of Inghna, She states she  has  j u s t  r e c e n t l y  come back 

n from a trip t o  :!pip:, &e says, I t o  2 hours out from ?!eipa we passed 
through. some recently burnt c a u n t q  h i l l - s l o p e s  and the re  were hundreds 
of cycas all out in bright p e e n  new l e a f  and t hey  r e a l l y  looked 
beautiful ,  There were nuch smal ler  than Cycas mcdia around In@m - 
Trunk quite thin and r o  very high ones. T\Tew leaves  were s t i l l  smaller 
a l so  but t 3 e y  were v e q  ;young bu t  p a s t  t h e  s o f t  stage, No seed o r  
male cones, 

They seem t o  reseinble C. armst rongi i  - (Dan S t a l l a r d  m e t  Pks Bosworth, 
and. s t a t e s  he covered similar a rea  but  did. not  find hil . . ls ide of 
cycas)  

4011 S t a l l a r d  w r i t e s  that i t  seems from my own r e p o r t s  on cycas 
caudex f a i l u r e  by r o t ,  they  need t o  acc l ima t i se  over a  long period 
t o  adapt t o  t h s  2 t o  3 month of c o l d  as south a s  Brisbane, 

IIe a l so  s t a t e s  tt1a.t i.n l < o v e ~ ~ b e r  he returned from a t r i p  t o  I r o n  Range 
(cape Yo&) w i t h  3 f r i e n d  from Cairns.  :It I ron  Eange Iaational Park - 
Spent 2 t o  3 days b i r d  watching t h e n  came back sou th  through Lakefield 
f lat ional  Park and i n  t o  Coolrtovm. 

Return-ed t h e n  t o  Sai-rns v i a  t h e  CR33 t r a c k ,  Observed .two l o c a l  species 
of cycnds one of  wl'ich appeared t o  extend a l l  t h e  way up t h e  Great 
Dividing Range well  n o r t h  of Cooktown, 

Thank you, Don and a l s o  Hrs, Bosworth, 


