
SOCIETY FOR GROWIEG AUSTRALIAN PLANTS 
2 6 JUL 1985 

CYCAD & ZAMIAD STUDYGRoIJP $ G A P  REG1011  

NEWSLET'L'ER NOm 21 - L I B R A R Y  - 
JULY - dUGUS11', 1985 ISSUE 

Leader :  L.P. BU'l'T - Phone No. 07 - 848351 5 

A s s i s t a n t :  B r i a n  RUNNEGAR - Phone No. 07 - 3907577 

I 

Well f r i e n d s  t h i n g s  a r e  w e l l  away a g a i n  i n  o u r  y e a r  and 
- 

e v e n t s  have been happening.  The Cycad S o c i e t y  o f  Sou th  

A f r i c a  i s  p u b l i s h i n g  a wor ld  l is t  of  Cycads and  t h e  Palm 

& Cycad S o c i e t y  o f  A u s t r a l i a  h a s  j u s t  p u t  t h e i r  one i n  t h e  

Magazine No. 7 A p r i l  - June  1985 copy. A l l  v e r y  comprehensive I 

and v e r y  e n l i g h t e n i n g .  

For A u s t r a l i a n  l is ts  we g e t  t h e  d i s c o v e r e r  o r  who g o t  t h e  

c r e d i t  f o r  i t .  

Cycas a n g u l a t a  - R e  BR. 
Cycas a r m s t r o n g i i  - Miquel 

Cycas b a s a l t i c a  - C.k. Gardner  

Cycas c a i r n s i a n a  - F. Muel le r  
Cycas c a l c i c o l a  - J. M a c o n ~ c h i e  

. Cycas f u r f u r a c e a e  - W .G. F i t z g e r a l d  

Cycas kennedyana - F. M u e l l e r  

Cycas l a n e  - p o o l e i  - C.A.  Gardner  
( c l o s e l y  synonymous w i t h  a r m s t r o n g i i )  

Cycas media - R. BR. 
Cyc as normanbyana - F. M u e l l e r  

Cycas newcaledonia  ( I n d o n e s i a  & ~ u s t r a l i a ) ?  

Cycas p r u i n o s a  - J. Maconochie 

Cycas s p ,  NOV (West ~ ~ u s t , )  - J. Maconochie 

Cycas s p .  NOV. ( N .  T e r r i t o r y )  - J, Maconochie 

I am o n l y  l i s t i n g  t h e  c y c a s  g roup  here  as t h a t  i s  now my 

main s t u d y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

I n o t i c e  t h a t  a l l  wor ld  1 i s t s . t o  d a t e  list Macrozamia, 

b u t  d e l e t e  u s e  o f  t h e s e c t i o n s  PARAZAMIA, which a c c o r d i n g  

t o  L.A.S. Johnson a l t h o u g h  o n l y  a s e c t i o n  o f  Macrozamia, 
s h o u l d  b e  l i s t e d  uacrozamia sec t - a ~ ~ a r n h  

I mysel f  f i n d  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s ,  
which does  n o t  g i v e  them a new s p e c 3 e s  w a r r a n t ,  b u t  d o e s  - '., * 
s t i c k  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  have d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  t y p e  p l a n t  

we know, making them n o t  a new s p e c i e s ,  b u t  a s m a l l e r  v e r s i o n  

of  t h e  type  Macrozamia, 



Recen t ly  n e a r  Mackay I found very  n i c e  p l a n t s  o f  a Cycas 

media type growing on ve ry  hard  s p a r s e  t e r r a i n .  Also as 

Bob Din te  r e p o r t s  t h e r e  i s  a r e a l l y  huge p l a n t  on Brampton 

I s l a n d  r e p o r t e d  t o  be of r e a l l y  g r e a t  age  - 3,000 yea r s .  

I t  i s  t h e  most c o l l o s s a l  cycas  I have s een  hav ing  t h r e e  

t r u n k s  one of which r e c l i n e s  on t h e  ground. From photo 

I would judge i t  a t  10 met res  i n  h e i g h t .  

Andy Anderson from South A u s t r a l i a  w r i t e s  t h a t  he is  s e e i n g  

some s u c c e s s  t h e r e  wi th  h i s  p l a n t i n g s  i n  Pasadena,  South 

B u s t r a l i a .  E a s i e s t  t o  grow f o r  him i n  h i s  environment a r e  

Cycas media, Cycas c a i r n s i a n a ,  Bowenia s a r r u l a t a ,  Macrozamia 

d o u g l a s i i ,  Macrozamia moorei and ,Cycas f u r f u r a c e a e .  

Andy l i k e d  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  No. 101 and comments t h a t  

the  Macrozamia comrnunis on Page 9 was his s l i d e .  

Mrs. F.B. Bosworth o f  Ingham a l s o  comments she  was p l ea sed  

t o  s e e  h e r  s l i d e  on Cycas media used i n  t h e  book le t .  

I n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  from one very  a c t i v e  member: Don S t a l l a r d ,  

P.O. BOX 3068, 

DARWIN, N.T. 5794 

Regarding t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  P l a n t s  No. 101 Cycas a r t i c l e .  

Yes t h e  s l i d e  on Se rpen t ine  Gorge and t h e  a d j o i n i n g  one 

of S t a n l e y  Chasm a r e  mine. They b e i n g  now some 9 y e a r s  o l d  

t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  have obvious ly  had some work done on them. 

Whatever, t hey  exp re s s  what i s  r e q u i r e d  of  o u r  s t udy  group - 
t h a t  be ing  t h e  need t o  t a k e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  H p r e h i s t o r i c l t  

p l a n t s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  e x i s t e n c e  and  b e n e f i t s  t hey  may hold.  

I can unders tand  your disappointment  Len by t h e  l i m i t e d  

number of s l i d e s  publ i shed ,ye t  a g a i n  l i k e  y o u r s e l f ,  s e e  t h e  

need t o  o rgan i se  a much more comprehensive p r e s e n t a t i o n  

through a magazine/book of l a r g e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

W i l l  need t o  examine i t  f u r t h e r  and ge t  o u t s i d e r s  views 

be fo re  making any f u r t h e r  comment. Whatever, c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  

and thanks  Len f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t ime and e f f o r t  t o  p u b l i c i s e  

our  I tpet  p l an t1 '  - t hey  would be  obscure  i f  l e f t  t o  any one 
of u s  i n  t h e  Club - I t h i n k  I speak f o r  u s  a l l !  J u s t  a few 

comrfients on t h e  n o t e s  on "Living F o s s i l  Seed - Ferns" 



1. Page 2 - speaks  o f  "From Darwin t h e  Cycas occur  

a l s o  sou th  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r e  of A u s t r a l i a n  i s  of 

cou r se  t h e  Macrozamia. 

2. Page 4 - speaks  of  Cycas c a l c i c o l a  "Grows t h i c k l y  
i n  t h e  Fincke River  d i s t r i c t s l l  should  be " i n  t h e  F i n n i s  

River  d i s t r i c t s 1 I ,  

While on t h e  t o p i c  of  Cycas d i s t r i b u t i o n  I have r e c e n t l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  some of t h e  a r e a s  s k i r t i n g  s o u t h e r n  Arnhem 
Land - t h a t  i s  an  a r e a  some 150 kms. S-& of  Ka the r ine  i n  

t h e  Northern  T e r r i t o r y  and d i scovered  what appea r s  t o  be 

t h e  remains o f  C ~ c a s  angula ta  - on ly  2 s i g h t i n g s  were made 

one of a group of 4 o r  5 p l a n t s  and a s i l g l e  p l a n t  $ km. 
from t h e  o t h e r s .  They were growing i n  sandy s o i l s  w i t h i n  

a v a l l e y  which l e d  t o  a p a s s  ove r  a small range of h i l l s .  
Growing a l s o  i n  very  l i m i t e d  numbers was a palm which by 

a l l  accounts  i s  a L i v i s t o n a  sp.  Within t h e  same a r e a  occured 
a Banksia of unknown s p e c i e s  b u t  t aken  a s  be ing  ou r  ~ s u p p o s e d l l  

one and only t o p  end s p e c i e s .  

I have enclosed p r i n t s  o f  both  t h e  cycas  and pala f o r  your 

pe rusa l .  

If by chance t h i s  s i g h t i n g  i s  C. a n ~ u l a t a  o f  t h e  Gulf o f  
Ca rpen ta r i a  r e g i o n s  then i t  may g i v e  some reason  and l i n k  
with t h e  supposed i s o l a t e d  group of t h e  same s p e c i e s  r e p o r t e d  

j u s t  S.W. of t h e  Daly Kiver Cross ing  (some 200 kms. S.W. of 
\ 

Darwin). 

I n  p a s s i n g  may I mention t h e  s i g h t i n g  o f  a p a i r  o f  p a r r o t s  

i n  t h e  same a r e a  which have l e f t  some of u s  i n  t h e  F i e l d  

N a t u r a l i s t  Club a l i t t l e  bewildered.  

Meantime I look  forward t o  t h e  day t h a t  o u r  v a r i o u s  s i g h t i n g s  

and s t u d i e s  may e v a l u a t e  i n t o  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  map which may 

g ive  some bea r ing  on our  c o n t i n e n t ' s  background - as I s e e  t h e  

Cycad and Palm r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  l i v i n g  l i n k  i n  do ing  j u s t  t h a t .  

Bye f o r  now Len, 

Don S t a l l a r d .  




