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Well Friends, a f t e r  t ha t  large shout 1e-b us ge t  down t o  a 

more def in i te  approach i n  our study of the cycadales. 

I often have germinated seedlings from t h e  t o  time, which 

can be got on inquiry, enclosing 9/1-00 f o r  postage and 

handling. Probably a b i t  more in te rs ta te ,  

It is a p i t y  we all l ive  so  f a r  apart, as  an occasional 

meeting place t o  discuss our native planks would be very 

beneficial .  If you have a favourite oycadprint (NATIVE) 

we can photocopy it f o r  the newsletter and return it t o  

you* 

Two "get away" t r i p  a re  now organisd  with the Palm & 

Cycad Society of A w  t r a l i a  th i s  year, Blackdown Tablelands 

i n  Phy and Cape York via  Cairns i n  June, Wish I could be 

going myself. 
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After pu??ing together  23  a r t i c l e s  on t he  indigenous cycads 

and zamiads we a r e  s t i l l  ba s i ca l l y  qu i te  in  t h e  dark when it 

comes t o  serious s tudy about t he  various species, and in 

par t i cu la r  t h e  genus cycas . 
Very few botanis ts  a r e  naw studying these  plants and those 

t h a t  do a r e  government oriented w i th  t h e i r  mere eradicat ion 

as  t he  motive, 

This becomes more obvious every day I venture i n t o  cycas 

t e r r i t o ry ,  a s  newer forms come t o  l i g h t  the re  i s  a g r ea t  

apathy in r e a l  research and rnost discoveries a r e  l abe l led  

by t h e i r  d i s t r i o t .  Since John lkcomehie passed away there  

has been a large  gap in serious botanical  taxonomy, but  no 

lack i n  observing t h a t  these  newer f o r m  have good cammercial 

po ten t ia l  a t  nursery level .  

What is needed by  our s tudy group i s  t h a t  a l l  a c t i ve  rnembers 

rake sound on t he  spot  observations whenever we encounter t he  

cycas . Photographs of plants,  c 10s e-ups of caudices and 

rhachis a lso .  Measurements of seed of each supposed new f o m  

colour of fronds and width of a l l  caudices. Unless these 

observations a r e  taken we w i l l  s t i l l  be i n  t h e  dark about t h i s  

very in teres t ing genus . 
The tirne has come t o  rnake a stand i n  ser ious  observation, and 

t o  protect  these  valuable l inks  i n  our country's ancient  f l o r a ,  

Apparently there  i s  a new form of c p a s  reported from northern 

Queensland having very  blue fronds, colour pers i s t ing  even when 

t he  new fronds harden* We know t h i s  as Glen Id le  and t he  

nurseryman Stan Walkley has a f i n e  specimen of it, Another can 

be seen a t  a t r op i c  palm nursery and qu i t e  a b i t  l ike  kennedyana 

but t he  i r idescen t  b lue  fronds a r e  r e a l l y  di f ferent ,  



QUOTATION FROM SEUNYN EVERLST FROM "POEGNOIE PLANTS OF AU3TRALIAt' 

lhcrozamia miquel l i  (F. Muell. AABC ) Zamia palm or  wild pineapple, 

As used here t he  species includes the  plants described as M. douglas i 

(W. H i l l ,  F.M.   ail), Fraser Island and M. Mountperriensis (F.M. Bailey) 

Mount Perry . 
Some ea r ly  references t o  t h i s  p lan t  were mde under t he  name M. s p i r a l i s  

(~ohnson 1959 - 61) descr ipt ion s imi la r  in appearance t o  M, communis bu t  

t h e  lower segments of the  l ea f  c lose r  together and t he  Tarnale cones 

somewhat more slender. The seeds a r e  br5ght orange-red, typ ica l  M, 

miquell i  has no trunk above ground level .  The p lan t  described as  M, 

douglasi has a shor t  t runk and s ommhat larger female cones. Dis t r ibu t ion  

and habitat almost confined t o  cen t r a l  and southern Qld, Chiefly in 

d i s t r i c t s  from about Rockhampton soutlnnard, Mt, c ootha/IJpper Brookfield 

being c lo se s t  proximity t o  Brisbam. One s p e c h e n  has been found i n  

northern N,S .W. 

It g r m  mainly in Eucalypt f o r e s t  on sandy o r  stoney so i l s ,  I n  some 

locations it is abundant, Toxic experimentation - In e a r l y  t e s t s  a 

he i fe r  confined t o  a se lec ted  paddock and offered da i l y  18 kg of scorched 

leaves and the  f r u i t s  a t e  them gradual ly  for 14 days and developed a 

r i cke t s  syndrome on the  14th  day, Another a n b l  which a t e  only 110 grams 

a day showed no symptoms i n  t he  same period, 




