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In t h e  f i e l d  o f  cycad and zamiad s tudy  t h i s  i s  t o  s a y  t h e  

l e a s t ,  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  time. Jhforrnation d r i f t s  in  of 

new s i g h t i n g 3  every month, and a l t hough  some w i l l  t u r n  ou t  

t o  b e  merely forms of known p l a n t s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  a 

new one i s  a lways  t h e r e .  
Y 

Mrs. Bosworth speaks  of a ve ry  b l u e  f ronded  cycas  i n  t h e  

Marlborough, Qld., d i s t r i c t s  and t h i s  i s  worth n o t i n g  because 

o f  t h e  keen p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  f i n d e r ,  knowing h e r  enthusiasni  

w i t h  t h e s e  spec i e s .  

Ken Adcock of Bent ley  W.A. s e n t  my 2 r e a l l y  good photos  o f  

Macrozamia r i e d l e i  t a k e n  on t h e  J u r i a n  Bay road.  He r e p o r t s  

t h a t  h e  i a d o i n g  s t u d i e s  and measurements on 8 p l a n t s  a t  
Jurian and @ p l a n t s  a t  Cmaing Vale. Such enthusiasm i s  a r e a l  

sho t  in  t h e  a r m  t o  a s tudy  group. 

Keep up t h i s  good work, Ken. I 
* * * * * J C * * *  

Most e x c i t i n g  news t h e  l a s t  twelve  months i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

of  a new spec i e s .  T h i s  f i r s t  came from Stan Walkley o f  

Burpengary and M r .  Dawes of  Mission Beach. Both had l a r g e  

specimens of a b l u e  f ronded cycas  b l u e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  sheen 

that appea r s  on cycas.  Since  t h e n  I photographed one a t  Xmas 

and pub l i shed  t h e  photo i n  "Queensland Gardenert* - September 

i s s u e ,  under  t h e  common name "Glen I d l e w .  L a t e r  in  June '86,  

I found ou t  t h e  whereabouts of t h i s  p l a n t  and ob t a ined  o f f i c i a l  

v e r i f  i ca t ; ion  i t  r e a l l y  e x i s t e d .  

A r a t h e r  remote p r o p e r t y  n e a r  Hughenden, Qld., i s  t h e  h a b i t a t ,  

and t h e  owners a r e  f e n c i n g  i t  o f f  from c a t t l e  and a l s o  p u t t i n g  

a f i r e  - break  around t h e  a r ea .  According t o  t h e  owner t h e  

colony i s  l a r g e  and t h e  p l a t  v a r y  i n  h e i g h t  up t o  10 m e t r e s ,  

t h e  one mentioned having 80 f r o n d s  on t h e  p l a n t .  



& t h a t  American v i s i t i n g  cycad e n t h u s i a s t s  a r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p l a n t  

i n  America. However as i t  i s  an ind igenous  s p e c i e s  I reckon 

we should  do t h i s  h e r e  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  The so far accep ted  name 

i s  "Glen I d l e  Bluew. 

My most e n t h u s i a s t i c  a c t i v e  member h a s  j u s t  s e n t  me a v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  l e t t e r  on h i s  t r a v e l s  amongst our  cycada les  and I 
i n c l u d e  i t  h e r e ,  a s  w e l l  as a s k ,  Don S t a l l a r d  what he  a l s o  b o w s  
of Cycas Glen I d l e  Blue? 

26 J u l y ,  1986 

Hel lo  Len, 

D. S t a l l a r d ,  
16 Margaret S t . ,  
STUART PARK. 5790, 
DARWIN. N.T. 

P 
Thanks Len f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  Palm Study n e w s l e t t e r  a l o n g  wi th  

t h e  reminder  - r e g a r d i n g  S.G.A.P. s u b s c r i p t i o n s  which a r e  way 

overdue. 4 . 
& 

Since l a s t  w r i t i n g  t h e  p u r s u i t  of o u r  Cycad c o l o n i e s  has 

s tepped  up w i t h  a t r i p  over  t o  N. Queensland t a k i n g  in  t h e  

Gulf r eg ion ,  
VI m- 

S i g h t i n g s  of  a Cycas sp. j u s t  n o r t h  o f  T ~ w n s v i l l e  n e a r  t h e  

beach at  Toolakea; a l o n g  t h e  Bruce Highway e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  Ingham 

and j u s t  n o r t h  o f  C a i r n s  on t h e  Cook Highway have no doubt been 

documented. I have y e t  n o t  checked t h e i r  names. 

Re turn ing  back a l o n g  t h e  Ch i l l agoe  road a t  a s i t e  n e a r  Dimbulah 

a f i n e  s t and  of Cycas mosaic t h e  h i l l s i d e .  Again as y e t  n o t  

checked. 

Car ry ing  on th rough  Burketown en rou te  t o  t h e  N.T. bo rde r  and 

e v e n t u a l l y  Bonoloola t h e  first sightings of Cycas anffulata were 

made some 200 kms ove r  t h e  bo rde r  and 70 odd lans. b e f o r e  Bonoloola. 
In a l l  my t r e k i n g  around A f r i c a ,  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  and Western 

A u s t r a l i a  I have n e v e r  come a c r o s s  such an impress ive  spec i e s .  

Not on ly  does  it s t and  some 8 o r  9 met re s  t a l l  t h e  d e n s i t y  of  

t h e i r  growth i s  excep t iona l .  An a r e a  ( j u s t  by chance an 

Abor ig ina l  S t a t i o n  ~ e s e r v e ) ,  su r rounding  t h e  homesteads a t  

Manangoora i s  a magni f icen t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  spec i e s .  I 

have inc luded  some photographs  f o r  your  examinat ion a l t hough  



naturally they do not do justice to the impressiveness of this 

st and 

1 would be particularly interested if anybody else may have 

visited this are 

3 

1 ' , . , . . , . .  1 . .  . . , 

This, sighting has inspired me to do something about preserving 
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It i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Government i f  t h e  a r e a  should  

b e  l o s t  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  

I t h i n k  i t  i s  important  that we a c t  now as a recognised  Group 

t o  make as many a p p l i c a t i o n s  of  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  of  Cycads 

b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  a I t s i g n i f i c a n t  Treev  i s  changed and 

we l o s e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  some f i n e  examples of  Cycads. 

I n i t i a l l y  we need t o  d e f i n e  what a I t s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a t t  i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  as some of  o f  ou r  cycad s p e c i e s  cover  massive 

a r e a s  and t h e  t tCa tegor ies  of  S i g n i f i c a n t t *  may n o t  be covered.  

Whether one can o b t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  an e n t i r e  s p e c i e s  o r  

j u s t  f o r  an a r e a  which b e s t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i s  f o r  us  
t o  p r e s e n t .  

C ~ c ~ s  - ~ , M ~ J L , A H  5 f G 4 3 f s  

Keeping in  mind and de t e rmin ing  from t h e  " a u t h o r i t i e s t 1  what 

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  between a "p ro t ec t ed f*  s p e c i e s  (which I 
t a k e  it most of o u r  Cycads a r e )  and a l t s i g n i f i c a n t V t  spec i e s .  
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If I can h e l P  in, Bome'way regarding t h e  above j u s t  l e t  me h o w  

- I i n t e n d  c o v e r i n g  the Top h d  as b e s t  I can - i f  n o t h i n g  e l s e  
I shall  keep the assesors busy and h o p e f u l l y  p l e a s a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  
a t  our  a n c i e n t  growths. 

Of course  t h e  same. shobld  a p p l y  f o r  ou r  palms. 

Meantime I shal l  b e  head ing  ou t  i n t o  t h e  Western Top End once 
more t o  check d i s t r i b u t i o n s  and i n t r o d u c e  some f r i e n d s  t o  ou r  
Barramundi. 

For  t h e  t - - -  my regards. 

Don s t a l l a r d .  


