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News a r r i v e s  c o n s t a n t l y  o f  new r e p o r t e d  f i n d i n g s  o f  b l u e  f ronded 

cycas ,  and 

r e l a t e d  spe  

t h e  ques t  

c i e s .  

i o n  a r i s e s  a r e  t h e y  
bq 

t h e  sam .e o r  a t  l e a s t  

So far  1 have no s t u d y  s h e e t  on t h e  Chudleigh S t a t i o n  "Glen I d l e w  

so  I cannot compare i t  c o r r e c t l y  w i th  i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t a  on t h e  

M t .  S u r p r i s e  p l a n t .  

Because o f  changes i n  c o l o u r a t i o n  o f  r e -p l an t ed  s p e c i e s  no1T7 n e a r  

t h e  c o a s t ,  i t  may w e l l  be  s o i l  s t r u c t u r e  and d r i e r  i n l a n d  

environment i s  caus ing  t h e  v i v i d  b l u e  c o l o u r z t i o n  t o  t h e s e  cycads. 

Time, and d e d i c a t e d  s tudy  v i l l  t e l l .  

H i  f r i e n d s ,  

Bob Din te  o f  Finch Hat ton  picked t h e  one r a i n y  day 

f o r  a g e s  t o  do h i s  d a t a  shee t .  The i n fo rma t ion  du ly  a r r i v e d  v i t h  

a l o n g  roly-poly  package o f  t h r e e  fronds f o r  f u r t h e r  checking. 

Bob's i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  q u e r i e s  Cycas media, b u t  it probably  i s  t h a t  

s p e c i e s .  The h a b i t a t  i s  9.5 kms. e a s t  from t h e  t u r n  t o  Bruce 

Highway on t h e  S e a f o r t h  Ro2.d. They occur  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  road 

on r o l l i n g  h i l l  coun t ry  amongst g r a s s - t r e e s  and euca lyp t s .  

Height  o f  t h e  caudex 2.7 me t r e s ,  d i m e t e r  640 mm. and unbranched. 

L o t s  of  s e e d l i n g s  n e a r  p l a n t s .  Number of  seed  spo rophy l l s  from crown, 

f o r t y .  Number o f  ovu le s  200 which ave rage  4  t o  6 pe r  spo rophy l l ,  

Length of  spo rophy l l  37.5 crns, o r i g i n a l  c o l o u r  o f  s e e d ,  g reen  bu t  

ye l low when r i p e .  No male cones ,  as t h e y  were j u s t  forming. 

Frond l e a v e s  42 t o  45,  l e n g t h  of  l e a f  1 .2  m ,  l e n g t h  o f  r a c h i s  q.5 

met res .  Shor t  s p i n e s  on r a c h i s  be lox  l e a v e s  5 t o  7 each s i d e ,  

approx. 3 t o  2.5 crns., p a i r s  o f  l e a f l e t s  45 t o  50 p a i r s .  



Length a t  t o p  of  f rond  25 cm. z c r o s s  p a i r ,  middle measurement 

77 cm. a c r o s s  p a i r .  Lower measuremen4 39 cms. a c r o s s  p a i r ,  

prominent a i d  r i b  nerve .  

The f r o n d s  a r e  g l o s s y  g reen  below a n d  yellov;  g r een  benea th  

( u n d e r s i d e ) .  Some l e a f  r a c h i s  seem t o  be  s q u a r i s h  and o t h e r s  

round when vievled a t  c u t  end. Seve ra l  hundred p l a n t s  i n  t h i s  

a r e a ,  w i t h  l o t s  of young ones coming u p .  Average h e i g h t  of  

t a l l e s t  spp. i s  approx. 3 - 3.5 met res .  
~ 

Female sgo rophy l l  a r e  c a r r y i n g  4  t o  6 ovu le s  from t h e  s p e a r  

shaped top .  Some seeds  f u l l y  gram - - h i l e  I some s t i l l  s m a l l  and 

irnmzture, l e n g t h  of seed 40 m.,  b r e a t h  o f  seed 30 mm. 
* X * * * *  

I 

For v:hich we s a y ,  thenk-you, Bob ~ i n t e .  
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20 Swift S t .  , 
SLADE POINT. 474:. 

24 th  August ,  1987 

Dear Len, 

Have j u s t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a t e s t  Cycad & Zamiad N e n s l e t t e r  and 
it h a s  spu r r ed  me on t o  do ing  up t h e  p a r c e l  o f  specimens c o l l e c t e d  
i n  J u l y  t h i s  year .  Xy f i r s t  Data Sheet i s  a l s o  enclosed ( f i l l e d  
ou t  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y  - hence t h e  specimens) .  

I was f o r t u n a t e  t o  be a b l e  t o  accompmy my son bzck t o  t h e  M t .  
S u r p r i s e  a r e a  a g a i n  t h i s  y e a r  s o  ?):as a b l e  t o  t a k e  f u r t h e r  s l i d e s  
o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  b l u e  co loured  Cycas sp.  The new s l i d e s  v,,hich 
a r e  s t i l l  be ing  copied i n c l u d e  one of a male cone and a cronn 
of nev: grov:th as w e l l  as more h a b i t a t  photos.  I n  t h e  meantime, 
I ' m  send ing  you t h e  ones  from !985. 

We saw 2 c o l o n i e s  of t h e s e  Cycads i n  t h e  Gemfields a r e a  bo th  on 
t h e  same s o i l  t y p e  and r e d l y  n o t  ve ry  f a r  a p a r t .  They don ' t  
seem t o  be s c a t t e r e d  throughout  a t  a l l ,  bu t  c a n ' t  s e e  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  r ea son  f o r  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

- I r e n e  Champion 
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Cycas Data Sheet  

Sheet  f o r  Cycas sp.  o f  W .  S u ~ p r i s e  Gemfields,  FJth. Q l d e  - 
Lower OtBr iens  Creek. La t :  18 fr' S. Long: 144 23' E. 
A l t :  360 m. C o l l e c t i o n  Date 4.7.87. I . G . C .  NO. 1 

1 .  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n :  Cycas 

2. Habitat: Open Lev: Woodland amongst granite o u t c r o ~ s  - - Decom~osed g r z n i t e  s o i l .  Assoc. snec.  Suc. s p p  Acacia snn. - 
3. Trunk: H t .  f m & D i a .  20 cm. PLB Brachinff:  No 

lug to 3 m) 
Suckering:  No 

4. F e m d e  Cone. ~o . /c rown A ~ p r o x  30. ~ v u l e s / s p .  3-5 ave ,  6 max. 
Ht. of sp.  2. Seed Colour Blue o r i g .  ? r i p e .  

5. PtTale Cone. H t .  Uu t o  30 cm. D i a .  middle  meas. 30 cm (1/2) 
3 (3 /4) .  I 
Peduncle h t .  ---- Spor. ro7,~:s ----- 
h o r i z o n t a l  ---- v e r t i c a l .  

6. Leaves. ~ o / f l u s h  ----- , Length l e a f  ----- r a c h i s  82 cm. 
S p i n e s  24 each s i d e  No. p e r  i n  4. S p i n e s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  base  
rachis, 

7 .  L e a f l e t s .  P a i r s /  l e a f  Length a t  t o p  - 9cm. middle  --- 
bottom 20 cm. ezch s i d e  o f  rachis.1 

~ o l o u r / l u s t e r  - Blue (ve ry  v i v i d  poeder b l u e ) .  

* Note - M t .  S u r p r i s e  i s  approx.  150 lants.  due n o r t h  o f  Chudleigh 
S t a t i o n .  

Two s e e d l i n g  p l a n t s  gr0v.n from 7985 s e e d s  have NOT r e t a i n e d  t h e  
b e a u t i f u l  BLUE c o l o u r a t i o n ,  n e a r  c o a s t .  

Con t r ibu t ed  by I r e n e  G. Champion, 
20 Swif t  St .  , SLADE POINT. 

Foot-note * Chudleigh S t a t i o n  i s  where t h e  b l y e  cycas  "Glen 
I d l e "  was found. Are t h e y  s i m i l a r ?  


