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Gree t ings  t o  a l l  s tudy  group members. P l e a s e  n o t e  I a m  once 
a g a i n  enc los ing  t h e  d a t s  shee t .  Le t  u s  hope i t  g e t s  more 

a c t i v e  response  t h a n  t h e  last  t r y  when on ly  4  people s e n t  it 
back f i l l e d  in. Although I am t h e  group l e a d e r ,  I cannot supply  

a l l  i n fo rma t ion  . if  ' t h e r e  is  so  l i t t l e  co-operat ion.  Remember - 
t o  t a k e  your  d a t a  s h e e t  when you go i n t o  cycad a r ea s .  Cycas i s  
p r e f e r a b l e  bu t  I w i l l  n o t  r e j e c t  in format ion  on Macrozamia o r  

Macrozamia s e c t .  Parazamia. A l l  w i l l  be used i f  you f i l l  i n  

t h i s  shee t .  - -- ' 
I 

A s  t h e r e  were no a d v e r s e  comments it appea r s  everyone a c c e p t s  

t h e  change t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of palms i n  our  nevcsle t ters .  

Thank-you, 

Len But t .  , 

P.S. - Suggest  a l l  palm members o b t a i n  
a copy o f  Robert  Tucker 's  new book 
'Palms o f  sub-equa tor ia l  Queenslandw. 

NOTES ON THE FOX-TAIL PALM 

T h i s  remarkable  palm, on ly  r e c e n t l y  d i scovered  has s tunned 

t h e  palm c o l l e c t i n g  world. It i s  r e a l l y  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  

palm h a s  escaped n o t i c e  u n t i l  now. ,Maybe it w a s  s i g h t e d  l o n g  

be fo re  and thought  t o  be  j u s t  ano the r  Normanbya (b lack  palm). 

Wodyetia b i f u r c a t a  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Tony I r v i n e ,  i s  a remarkable 

palm growing a p p a r e n t l y  on ly  in  t h e  M e l v i l l e  Range on south- 

e a s t e r n  Cape York. 

It i s  a s i n g l e  stemmed palm growing t o  some 15 met res  i n  h e i g h t  

w i t h  a t r u n k  of  about  25 cm i n  most p a r t s ,  t h e r e  be ing  a s l i g h t  

bu lge  h a l f  way up. 
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The l e a f  l eaves  a r e  long and symmetrically arching and the  

rhachis  i s  very scaly  i n  appearance. The m u l t i  l e a f l e t s  a r e  
t runca te  - t ipped and the  whole l e a f  appearance i s  very plumose. 
The much branched inflorescence belov\l a  prominent croun shaf t  
has racemes of cream-green f l o r e t s ,  followed by ovoid seed f r u i t  
of an orange red colour.The seed pods i s  covered with broad 
f ib rous  strapping.  
This new palm has proved immensely popular i n  co l lec t ions  here 
and d e f i n i t e l y  i n  America where the  seed s e l l s  f o r  colossal  

pr ices .  
So f a r  i t s  cu l t i va t ion  as f a r  down a s  Brisbane a r ea  has been 
successful  and it does not  have t h e  pes t  problems of many of our 
palms. The skipper b u t t e r f l i e s  from northern repor t s  do not 
t rouble  it and i t  appears so f a r  t o  have a good to lerance t o  cooler 
conditions. Because of i t s  l e s s e r  height ,  and because it develops 
a very a t t r a c t i v e  trunk stem I bel ieve  i t  may be idea l  f o r  s t r e e t  
p lant ing i n  t r o p i c a l  tov,ns, where the  Royal  palm of Cuba has been 

extens-ively used. It i s  grea t  t o  th ink tha t  the  area  i t  occurs i n  
i s  National Park, because a t  l e a s t  i t  w i l l  be protected. 

NOTES ON IRE CABBAGE KAL-I PALM 

Livistona muel ler i ,  i n  specimens I found growing along Bilyana 
Creek nor th  of Cardwell i s  a very impressive palm. 

Robert Tucker descr ibes  it well i n  h i s  book, and it occurs over 
t he  e n t i r e  t op  end of Cape York with varying common names, such 
aswWeipa Cabbage palmw and "Port Douglas Cabbage palmv. 
From specimens I saw on coasta l  lowlands i t  has l a rge  stiff fan 
leaves  very e rec t  i n  young leaves  but drooping l a t e r .  A s  i n  many 

Livis tona,  t he  shor t  pe t io l e s  I saw were f i e r c e l y  armed with l a r g e  
p r i ck l e  spines  along t h e i r  edges. The great  panicle of i t s  
flowering inf lorescence heavy with blue black seed t o  about *** 
inch - (icm) and what flowers present were creamy-white. 
Considered t o  be very adap t ib le  t h i s  palm makes a love ly  
symmetrical tub p lan t  while young. The leaves  being d u l l  green 

on the  f ace ,  and s i l v e r y  grey on the  reverse side.  
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where Nm and Nf a r e  t h e  numbers of coning males and females, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

i n  the  populat ion,  Ne, the  e f f e c t i v e  population s i z e  of the  Lookout 

populat ion i s  28.4, o r  24 percent  of t h e  t o t a l  populat ion s i z e  and 

47 percent of t h e  number of ind iv idua l s  judged t o  be of reproductive s i z e .  

This  f a c t o r ,  plus the  apparent ly  poor seed d i s p e r s a l  i n  t h i s  spec ies ,  may 

lead t o  unexpectedly high l e v e l s  of inbreeding i n  this exc lus ive ly  

xenogamous species.  

Insec t  r e l a t ionsh ips :  TWO m a l e  cones i n  the  Lookout population t h a t  were . 

i n  the  p o l l i n a t i o n  phase were covered by hundreds of weevils and l a r g e  

masses of a gummy exudate. The l a t t e r  may have resu l t ed  from damage t o  

the  cones caused by feeding,  ov ipos i t ing ,  o r  o ther  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  

weevils.  The weevils a r e  Tranes l y t e r o i d e s  (Pascoe) (Curculionidae) ,  

members of a genus i n  which spec ies  "appear t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  cycads,  

where the  l a rvae  develop i n  the  male cones a s  they decompose" (J. F. 

Lawrence, pers . comm . ) . The weevil Rho palotria slossoni Schaef f e r  

(Allocorhyzidae) has r e c e n t l y  been implicated i n  the  p o l l i n a t i o n  of Zamia 

pumila L. i n  F lo r ida  (Tang, 1987) a s  has  R. moll is  Sharp i n  t h a t  of - 
2. fu r fu racea  based on c u l t i v a t e d  specimens i n  Flor ida  (Norstog, Stevenson, - 
and Niklas,  1986). Although the  r o l e  o f  T. l y t e r o i d e s  i n  the  p o l l i n a t i o n  - 
of Lepidozamia peroffskyana, i f  any, i s  unclear ,  i ts  presence and behavior 

i n  n a t u r a l  populat ions of this cycad m e r i t  f u r t h e r  study. 
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Legends 

Fig .  1 .  Leaf numbers and cone production i n  two populations of Lepidozamia 

peroffskyana. Horizontal axis  i s  l e a f  number; ver t i ca l  axis i s  number of 

individuals.  

Table 1. Summary of l e a f  numbers and features of cone production in two 

populations o f  Lepidozamfa peroffskyana 
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Cycas Data Sheet 

1. Identification. • 

* 

2. Habitat. 

3 T u n k  Ht. Dia. PLB. Branching. 

Suckering 

4. Female Cone. Sp. /crown . Ovules/sp. ave, max . 
i :Ht. of sp. . Seed Color orig. ripe. - . 
5.Male Cone. Ht. Dia. (1141, ( 1 1 2 )  (314). 

Peduncle ht. Dia. , Spor. rows horizontal 

vertical. 

.- 
6. Leaves. No. /flush . Length leaf , rrachis . 

Spines No. per in. - . Spines located 
7. Leaflets. Pairs/leaf . Length at top middle 

bottom . Decurrent . Midrib 

8. Other. - 

Contributed by 




