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Greetings to all study group members. Please note I am once
again enclosing the dats sheet. Let us hope it gets more

active response than the last try when only 4 people sent it
back filled in. Although I am the group leader, I cannot supply
all information if there is so little co-operation. Remember

to take your data sheet when you go into cycad areas. Cycas is
Preferable but I will not reject information on Macrozamia or
Macrozamia sect. Parazamia. All will be used if you fill in
this sheet.

As there were no adverse comments it appears everyone accepts
the change to the inclusion of palms in our newsletters.

Thank=-you,
Len Butt.

P.S. - Suggest all palm members obtain
a copy of Robert Tucker's new book
'Palms of sub-equatorial Queenslang".
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NOTES ON THE FOX-TAIL PALM

This remarkable palm, only recently discovered has stunned

the palm collecting world. It is really incredible that this
Palm has escaped notice until now. Maybe it was sighted long
before and thought to be just another Normanbya (black palm).
Wodyetia bifurcata attributed to Tony Irvine, is a remarkable
palm growing apparently only in the Melville Range on south-
eastern Cape York.

It is a single stemmed palm growing to some 15 metres in height
with a trunk of about 25 cm in most parts, there being a slight

> bulge half way up. . /2
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The leaf leaves are long and Symmetrically arching and the

rhachis is very scaly in appearance. The multi leaflets are
truncate - tipped and the whole leaf appearance is very plumose.
The much branched inflorescence belo% & prominent crown shaft

has racemes of cream—green florets, followed by ovoid seed fruit
of an orange red colour.fThe seed pods is covered with broad
fibrous strapping.

This new palm has Proved immensely popular in collections here

and definitely in America where the seed sells for colossal
Prices.

So far its cultivation as far down as Brisbane area has been
Successful and it does not have the pest problems of many of our
palms. The skipper butterflies from northern reports do not
trouble it and it appears so far to have g good tolerance to cooler
conditions. Because of its lesser height, and because it develoyps
a very attractive trunk stem I believe it may be ideal for street
planting in tropical tovns, where the Royal palm of Cuba has been
extensively used. It is great to think that the area it occurs in
is National Park, because at least it will be protected.

****************

NOTES ON THE CABBAGE KAL~-I PALM

Livistona muelleri, in specimens I found growing along Bilyana
Creek north of Cardwell is a very impressive palm.

Robert Tucker describes it well in his book, and it occurs over
the entire top end of Cape York with varying common names, such
as"Weipa Cabbage palm" angd "Port Douglas Cabbage palm".

From specimens I saw on coastal lowlands it has large stiff fan
leaves very erect in young leaves but drooping later. As in many
Livistona, the short petioles I saw were fiercely armed with large
Prickle spines along their edges. The great panicle of its
flowering inflorescence heavy with blue black seed to about oA
inch - (1cm) and what flowers present were creamy-white.
Considered to be very adaptible this palm makes a lovely
Symmetrical tub plant while young. The leaves being dull green
on the face, and silvery grey on the reverse side.

A



CONTINUING PROFESSOR ORNDUFFS PAPER ON LEPIDOZAMIA PEROFFSKYANA
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Nm + Nf

where N, and Nf are the numbers of coning males and females, respectively,
in the population, Ne’ the effective population size of the Lookout
population 1s 28.4, or 24 percent of the total population size and

47 percent of the number of individuals judged to be of reproductive size.
This factor, plus the apparently poor seed disﬁersal in this species, may
lead to unexpectedly high levels of inbreeding in this exclusively

Xxenogamous species.

Insect relationships: Two male cones in the Lookout population that were

in the pollination phase were covered by hundreds of weevils and large
masses of a gummy exudate. The latter may have resulted from damage to
the cones caused by feeding, ovipositing, or other activities of the

weevils. The weevils are Tranes lyteroides (Pascoe) (Curculionidae),

members of a genus in which specles “appear to be restricted to cycads,
where the larvae develop in the male cones as they decompose” (J. F.

Lawrence, pers. comm.). The weevil Rhopalotria slossoni Schaeffer

(Allocorhyzidae) has recently been implicated in the pollination of Zamia
pumila L. in Florida (Tang, 1987) as has R. mollis Sharp in that of

Z. furfuracea based on cultivated specimens in Florida (Norstog, Stevenson,
and Niklas, 1986). Although the role of T. lyteroides in the pollination

of Lepidozamia‘Bgroffskyana, if any, 1s unclear, its presence and behavior

in natural populations of thisg cycad merit further study.
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Legends

Fig. 1. Leaf numbers and cone production in two populations of Lepidozamia

peroffskyana. Horizontal axis is leaf number; vertical axis is number of

individuals.,

Table 1. Summary of leaf numbers and features of cone production in two

populations of Lepidozamia peroffskyana
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Table 1.

Average leaf number

Location of No. plants No. plants Average I plants % mature plants % mature plants (range) of established
population Sample with current Percent with previous leaf number (range) considered with current with previous plants showing
studied slze season's cones male seasons' cones of plants of known sex mature season’s cones seasons' cones o evidence of coning
M F M F M F
Dorrigo 51 1 2 2 5 38 (36-40) 39 (28-48) 50 12 28 25 (2-56)

Lookout 116 20 11 657 1 2 32 (21-47) 38 (23-49) 53 51 5 17 (2-63)



£ Cycas Data Sheet

1.Identification.

2.Habitat,
3.25225. Ht. Dia. PLB. Branching,
| Suckering .
4.Female Cone. Sp./crown . Ovules/sp. ave, max.
/ Ht. of sp. + Seed Color __ orig, ripe.
5.Male Cone. Ht. Dia. /4, a/2) (3/4).
Peduncle ht, Dia. s Spor. rows horizontal
vertical,
6.Leaves, No./flush .Jiength leaf . <Tachis ,
Spines No. per in. _+» Spines located
7.Leaflets. Pairs/leaf . Length at top middle

bottom . Decurrent

Color/luster

+ Midrib

8.0ther.
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