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Dear f r i e n d s ,  

h c e  again June  and once  a g a i n  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  

a r e  a l l  now due.  So l e t ' s  have  an o r d e r l y  f l o w  th i s  y e a r ,  

as s t r a g g l e r s  a r e  v e r y  c o n f u s i n g .  T h i s  y e a r  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t ,  

as I a m  making an a l l  o u t  e f f o r t  t o  have a n o t h e r  b o o k l e t  

w r i t t e n  which w i l l  combine a c t i v e  members. 

.Enclos ing  a new d a t a  s h e e t  f o r  Cycas s o  p l e a s e  

u s e  it whenever you a r e  i n  Cycas coun t ry .  If you have  good 

c y c a s  p r i n t s  t o  b e  pe rused  f o r  t h e  b o o k l e t ,  p l e a s e  e n c l o s e  

n e g a t i v e s  a l s o .  If s l i d e s ,  send-me a copy, t h e  g roup  f u n d s  

w i l -  > i  1- f o r  t h i s .  

A b i g  welcome t o  new members from a l l  of u s  

i n  t h e  group.  I wish a l s o  t o  thank Bob D i n t e  and I r e n e  

Champion f o r  t h e i r  h e l p  w h i l e  I w a s  pho tograph ing  a round  

Mackay in Xay. 

- Len B u t t  

Cycas A r m s t r o n g i i  

Photo - Bob J o n e s  



WANDmING AROUND MACKAY - Len But t  

T h i s  month found me in t h e  Mackay d i s t r i c t ,  wi th  two v e r y  

a c t i v e  members. I r e n e  Champion, a r e a l  l i v e  w i r e  of SGAP 

enthusiasm,  and Bob Din te  who came down e s p e c i a l l y  from Pinch 

H a t  t on. 

Bob and I went rambl ing  as far  as Kathu which i s  approximately  

h a l f  way a l o n g  t h e  Bruce Highway toward P rose rp ine .  Here we 

viewed a l a r g e  pocket  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  cycas  media. I a m  n o t  now 

of a n  a g i l i t y  t o  go c l i n b i n g  s l o p e s ,  bu t  we go t  up  amongst 

t h e s e  p l a n t s  w i t h  g r e a t  enthusiasm,  because t h e y  were i n  a l l  

s t a g e s  of f rond  and seed  bea r ing .  

h e  camera of mine had working problems bu t  s t i l l  I managed. 

Shots  were t a k e n  of media w i t h  a good ascending  apex of sporophyl l  

and g reen  s e e d ,  which a l s o  had pendant yellow seed  on t h e  same p l a n t .  

2 h ~  S a b i t a t  w a s  a scrubby h i l l s i d e  and t h e  p l a n t s  l i n e d  mos t  
g u l l i e s  r i g h t  up on to  r i d g e s .  A s  u s u a l  t h e y  showed s i g n s  of 

bu rn ing  o f f .  La rges t  specimens about  3 me t r e s ,  a few having 

double  caudices .  One clwnp I photographed provided one w i t h  nevi 

u n c o i l i n g  fawn f r o n d s ,  one w i t h  a p p l y  green  unco i l ed  f r o n d s  and 

y e t  a n o t h e r  w i t h  r i p e  pendant seed.  In a l l  p l a n t s  viewed t h e  

mature  f rond  crown f a l l s  h o r i z o n t a l l y  t o  s i t  s t r a i g h t  a c r o s s  

w i t h  t i p s  hanging  down. The fo l l owing  day we headed f o r  Cape 

Hi l l sborough  N a t i o n a l  Park  and t o  Hidden Valley.  

This  walk i n t o  t h e  V a l l e y  i s  a r e a l  exper ience.  She l t e r ed  by a 

s h e e r  overhanging c l i f f  on one s i d e ,  t h e  c i r c u i t  t r a c k  accomodates 

t h e  l a r g e s t  s t a n d  of Ptychosperma e l egans  ( s o l i t a i r e  palm) I have 

y e t  seen.  Thousands of palms go ing  r i g h t  up t h e  c l i f f  f a c e ,  and 
\ growing in  abandon m d  c o n t i n u i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  

Photography of any  q u a l i t y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  wi thout  good f l a s h  

equipment. 

T h i s  palm i s  a r e a l  d e l i g h t  as a s u b j e c t  f o r  p l a n t i n g  i n  sma l l e r  

gardens  and h a s  g r e a t  a e s t h e t i c  va lue .  The Alexandrae palm i s  

now our  most comrnerc'i>l s o 1 d " G t i v e  palm and t h e  s o l i t a i r e  

de se rves  t o  b e  u p  t h e r e ,  a l s o .  
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D r i v i n g  b a c k  toward  Xackay we found  m o t h e r  pocke t  of Cycas 

media growing on h i l l s i d e s  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  I s t r u g g l e d  

t h r o u g h  t a l l  g r a s s  t o  g e t  more, s h o t s  b e c a u s e  h e r e  t h e  ner: 

f r o n d  crowns viere r a t h e r  b e a u t i f u l  and  crowns o f  u p r i g h t  were 

everywhere.  The sun s h i n i n g  t h r o u g h  u p  t o  30 new r h a c h i s  i s  

someth ing  t o  s e e .  I coun ted  4 o v u l e s  t o  a pendant  microsporo .phyl l  

appendage  in  a l l  c a s e s .  Caud ices  were  m o s t l y  15cm a c r o s s ,  

a l t h o u g h  r e a l l y  l a r g e  p l a n t s  went t o  25 cmls. 
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Cycas Data Sheet 

1. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

2. Habi ta t .  - 

3.Trunk. Ht, Dia. PLB. Branching. 

Suckering 

4.Female Cone. Sp./crown . Ovules/sp. ave , max. 

Ht. of sp.  . Seed Color o r i g .  r i pe .  

5.Male Cone. H t .  Dia. ( l / 4 ) ,  (112) (314). 

Peduncle h t .  Dia. , Spor. rows -- horj  vonta l  

v e r t i c a l .  

6. Leaves. No. / f l u s h  . Length l e a f  r a c h i s  rn 

Spines - . Spines l o c a t e d  -- No. p e r  i n .  

7 , L e a f l e t s .  P a i r s j l e a f  . Length a t  t op  middle 

bottom Decurrent Midrib 

8. Other. 
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