ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES FOR GROWING AUSTRALTIAN PLANTS
INDIGENOUS CYCAD, ZAMIAD AND PALM STUDY GROUP NO. 38

- Leader: Len P. Butt - Phone No. 07 - 8483515

Asst: Brian Runnegar — Phone No. 07 - 2861164

Dear friends,

Once again June and once again subscriptions
are all now due. So let's have an orderly flow this year,
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as stragglers are very confusing. This year is very important,

as I am making an all out effort to have another booklet
written which will combine active members.

Enclosing a new data sheet for Cycas so please
use it whenever you are in Cycas country. If you have good
cycas prints to be perused for the booklet, please enclose
negatives also. If slides, send me a copy, the group funds
wil. pc>- for this.

A big welcome to new members from all of us
in the group. I wish also to thank Bob Dinte and Irene
Champion for their help while I was photographing around
Mackay in May.

- Len Butt
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WANDERING AROUND IMACKAY - Len Butt

This month found me in the Mackay district, with two very
active members. Irene Champion, a real live wire of SGAP
enthusiasm, and Bob Dinte who came down especially from Finch
Hatton.

Bob and I went rambling as far as Kathu which is approximately
half way along the Bruce Highway toward Proserpine. Here we
viewed a large pocket of the typical cycas media. I am not now
of an agility to go climbing slopes, but we got up amongst
these plants with great enthusiasm, because they were in all
stages of frond and seed bearing.

One camera of mine had working problems but still I managed.
Shots were taken of media with a good ascending apex of sporophyll
and green seed, which also had pendant yellow seed on the same plant.

Th. habitat was a scrubby hillside and the plants lined most
gullies right up onto ridges. As usual they showed signs of
burning off. Largest specimens about 3 metres, a few having
double caudices. One clump I photographed provided one with new
uncoiling fawn fronds, one with apply green uncoiled fronds and
yet another with ripe pendant seed. In all plants viewed the
mature frond crown falls horizontally to sit straight across
with tips hanging down. The following day we headed for Cape
Hillsborough National Park and to Hidden Valley.

This walk into the Valley is a real experience. Sheltered by a
sheer overhanging cliff on one side, the circuit track accomodates
the largest stand of Ptychosperma elegans (solitaire palm) I have
yet seen. Thousands of palms going right up the cliff face, and
growing in abandon and cahtinuing across the valley floor.
Photography of any quality is difficult without good flash
equipment.

This palm is a real delight as a subject for planting in smaller
gardens and has great aesthetic value. The Alexandrae palm 1is
now our most commercial sold native palm and the solitaire
deserves to be up there, also.
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Driving back toward Mackay we found another pocket of Cycas

media growing on hillsides each side of the road. I struggled
through tall grass to get more shots because here the new

frond crowns were rather beautiful and crowns of upright were
everywhere. The sun shining through up to 30 new rhachis is
something to see. I counted 4 ovules to a pendant microsporophyll
appendage in all cases. Caudices were mostly 15cm across,
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although really large plants went to 25 cm's.
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Cycas Data Sheet

1.Identification.

2.Habitat.
3.Trunk. Ht. Dia. PLB. Branching.
Suckering .
4.Female Cone. Sp./crown . Ovules/sp. ____ ave, max.

‘Ht., of sp. . Seed Color orig. ripe.

5.Male Cone. Ht. Dia. (1/4), (1/2) (3/4).
Peduncle ht. Dia. _» Spor. rows __ ___ hori-vontal
vertical.

6.Leaves. No./flush . Length leaf rachis

Spines No. per in. _+ Spines located

7.Leaflets., Pairs/leaf . Length at top middle

bottom . Decurrent . Midrib

Color/luster

8.0ther.
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