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My t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  r e s p o n s e  I g o t  r e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and l i k e  I 

s a i d  l z s t  n e w s l e t t e r  I have  r e g r e g r e t f u l l y  had t o  s t o p  senfi ing 

n e n s l e t t e r s  t o  a l l  n o t  now on my f i n a n c i a l  l i s t .  If you knorr: 

someone who d o e s  n o t  g e t  i t  nov: p l e a s e  t e l l  them why. 

Correspondence  f rom t h e  N h a s  been  coming i n  e r r a t i c a l l y ,  

b u t  my b e s t  r e s e a r c h e r s  2 r e  as busy  as b e a v e r s .  Nos knon 

however t h a t  c y c a s  on t h e  M i t c h e l l  P l a t e a u  i n  t h a t  t o p  W.A. 

c o r n e r  i s  C. Lane-poole i  and C. b a s a l t i c a .  Also  some ev idence  

t h e y  s t r a y  i n t o e a c h  o t h e r ' s t e r r i t o r y s h i c h o f  c o u r s e  means 

c r o s s i n g s .  

Seems a l s o  t h a t  t h e  Wingate Range spp.  p r o b a b l y  i s  t h e  same one 

h o v m  as ~ ~ n o e / ~ o x  P e n i n s u l a r .  Also  t h e  P i n e  Creek spp. i s  

a b o u t  t o  b e  named by  a N.T.  l a d y  b o t a n i s t .  It i s  a new s p e c i e s .  

- Len B u t t  
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Cycas c a i r n s i a n a  (F. Muell ) 

Severa l  y e a r s  ago I was t o l d  by a . n o r t h  Qld. b o t z n i s t  t h a t  t h e r e  

w a s  no gua ran t ee  t h a t  Cycas C a i r n s i a n a  r e a l l y  e x i s t e d  as m a t e r i a l  

p r e sen t ed  f o r  s t udy  w a s  n o t  c l e a r  c u t ,  However, i t  i s  n o t  hard  

t o  f i g u r e  where such r ea son ing  comes i n t o  being.  U n t i l  on ly  

r e c e n t l y ,  no r e a l  r e s e a r c h  on our  cycadaceae has  been c a r r i e d  

o u t ,  except  of  cou r se  f o r  t h e i r  e r a d i c a t i o n  by primary i n d u s t r y  

a u t h o r i t i e s  because  of t h e  M.A.M. po i sons ,  and t h e  subsequent l o s s  

of sc rubber  c a t t l e  because o f  i t .  

Research now be ing  i n s t i g a t e d  however, i n  Darwin and b e f o r e  t h a t  

in  Al i ce  Spr ings  i s  and w a s  f o r  t h e  t r u e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and 

assessment o f  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  s p e c i e s  from our  pas t  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  

A l l  d i s c o v e r i e s  t o  d a t e  may be s u b j e c t  t o  r e v i s i o n  i n  f u t u r e ,  bu t  

f o r  now, i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  Cycas c a i r n s i a n a  e x i s t s  i n  a c r e scen t  

shaped h a b i t a t  on sha l low s tony  count ry ,  b a s i c a l l y  s t a r t i n g  a t  

Ch i l l agoe ,  i n l a n d  and s l i g h t l y  s o u t h  o f  Cairns .  

S i g h t i n g s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  h a b i t a t  a r e  P e t f o r d  and Dimbulah. Chi l l agoe  

be ing  on t h e  wes t e rn  edge, Almaden, Kooraboora end P e t f o r d  c e n t r a l  

and Dimbulah on t h e  e a s t e r n  r i s e  toward TIareeba. Conjecture  i s  a  

dangerous t h i n g  in r e s e a r c h  bu t  s t i l l  t h e  thought p e r s i s t s ,  t h a t  

d i r e c t l y  South,  South-west of  Almaden about 100 kms. l i e s  M t .  

Su rp r i s e .  A s  s t a t e d ,  t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  Cha,mpion's "Blue Su rp r i s e l f  

grows he re .  Although t h i s  i s  ve ry  similar  t o  t h a t  o t h e r  "blue" 

from Chudleigh S t a t  i o n  t h e r e  could be  a connect i o n  b o t a n i c a . 1 1 ~  

between t h e  t h r e e .  
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Cyycas b a s a l t i c a  - C. Gardner 

*-- 
i I : :  

Here once aga in  a spec ies  n o t  very well  known but f o r  a l l  of 

t h a t  q u i t e  prominent i n  i t s  h a b i t a t .  Like C. fur furaceae  a l s o  

of t h e  West Aus t ra l i an  Kimberleys i t  grows i n  t y p i c a l  b a s a l t  

rocky country. Large colony seen mere i n  open eucalypt country 

around t h e  base of s e r i e s  of small h i l l s  i n  Drysdale River 

Nat ional  Park. This p z r t i c u l ~ r  colony ha-d been burned o f f ,  

e i t h e r  by a b o r i g i n a l  r i t u a l  o r  g r a z i e r  supervis ion.  Eon Smith 

found no o ld  f ronds  l e f t  but p len ty  of emerging new fronds.  

These were a very s i l v e r y  colour and with r u s t y  gold bros:  

emerging rha.chis. The caudices  s t o u t ,  mostly t o  about 

2 metres h igh  and swollen a s  they  entered t h e  ground, s i m i l a r  

t o  t h e  e a s t  coast l~l 'hr lborough b lueu .  This spec ies  ob ta ins  i t s  
name f o r  i ts  b a s a l t  country o r i g i n s .  Described a l s o  as being 

on t h e  open f o r e s t  country i n  the  Kimbe~ley range system, t h e  

caudices  measured at  30 cm. t o  60 cmTs. through. Leaves from 

0.5 m. t o  1 .5 metres  i n  l e n g t h  ccvered i n  shor t  whiie h a i r s  

which g ive  it a grey  appearance. The male cone i s  narrow and 

t h e  female cone c i r c u l a r  of sp ikes  t h a t  form t h e  simple cycas 

cone, be ing  covered wi th  t h i c k  f i n e  r u s t y  h a i r s .  There a r e  

f o u r  ovules  t o  each megasporophyll. The blade of t h e  sp ikes  

be ing  narrow and e n t i r e .  Pinnae a l s o  narrow and r i g i d  vfith 

recurving  a long t h e  margins of each. Pinnae a l s o  h a i r y  beneath. 

Seed apparen t ly  mature i n  August. 

Common p e s t s  and d i s e a s e s  harass ing  our cgcadaceae 

1. Homo sap iens ,  a b o r i g i n a l  man learned  long ago t o  l i v e  
wi th  and b e n e f i t  from t h e  cyc:adales. 

Hov~ever co lon i s ing  man w i l l  always des t roy  what a f f e c t s  

h i s  l i v e l i h o o d .  India  i s  n o t  t h e  only place where t h e  

cow i s  sacred .  

Solu t ion  - Fencing o f f  a f f e c t e d  a r e a s  from s t a t i o n  stock. 

However a s  most l o s s e s  a r e  scrubber wild c a t t l e  t h i s  i s  

d i f f i c u l t .  A s  explained elsewhere, export b e n e f i t s  from 

our  cycadales  a r e  many and var ied .  
* *  ./4 
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Sca l e  i n s e c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  cycas  i n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  

A da rk  brown female  s c a l e  covers  t h e  unde r s ide  and 

r h a c h i s  of  even small s eed l ings .  Whife o i l  a p p l i e d  

a f t e r  s c a l e .  

S o l u t i o n  removed w i t h  w a r m  wate r  and a r ag .  




