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H i  f r i e n d s ,  

If you e r e  a l s o  i n  PACSOA you \:.:ill Imo~:: by nor.: 

t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  b o ~ k  l ' I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Genus Cycas i n  

A u s t r 2 l i a 1 '  i s  now a r e a l i t y  and e l l  t h e i r  members h2ve 

one. If you viant i t ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Ted Van Ginneken 

PASSOA b o o k s t o r e  62 Kanparoo Ave., Bongaree,  B r i b i e  I s l z n d ,  
- o & - -  

Qld. p r i c e  i s  $8.50 gkts ~ Q ~ o o  p o s t e d .  In a month o r  s o  

I I w i l l  ha.ve l i m i t e d  c o p i e s .  ASGAP Qld. r e g i o n  a l s o .  Unt i l  
,& 

t h e y  run o u t ,  a l l  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  o u r  nev!s l e t t e r s  m i l l  

have  p h o t o s  of my N o r t h e r n  T e r r i t o r y  r ambl inzs .  

Thanks f o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s e ,  I a c t u a l l y  have  t l? ;o- thirds 

of e x i s t i n g  members f i n a n c i a l  and  t h a t  's t h e  b e s t  e v e r .  

I a m  a c t u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  make t h i s  a pzlm i s s u e .  On my Nor the rn  

T e r r i t o r y  j o u r n e y ,  I c a l l e d  i n  b y  Deluxe b u s  t o  ?kt Aranga, 

E l s e y  S t a t i o n  and had a t r o p i c a l  b r e a k f a s t  o f  c o r n  f l a k e s  and 

t r o p i c a l  f r u i t  s a l a d .  The t h e r m a l  p o o l  i s  wor th  l o o k i n g  a t  

and  a l s o  a s p a  t y p e  d i p  in  a b o u t  30°c wa te r .  Surrounds  end  

p o o l  a r e  an o a s i s  o f  L i v i s t o n a  r i g i d u s  palm, t h a t  huge  fan 

l e a f  L i v i s t o n a  that s tar ts  i t s  l i f e  by l o o k i n g  v e r y  l i k e  

L i v i s t o n a  m a r i a e .  B i g g e s t  spec imens  I have  e v e r  s e e n  

c o m p l e t e l y  e n c l o s e  much o f  t h e  l m r m  poo l  and no  c r o c o d i l e s  

t o  wor ry  a b o u t  e i t h e r .  

E l s e y  S t a t i o n  i s  b e f o r e  you r e a c h  K a t h e r i n e  and i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

T e r r i t o r y  d r y ,  l o o k s  l i k e  a g i g a n t i c  camping a r e a  w i t h  a 

t o u r i s t  r e s t a u r a n t  and  s o u v e n i r  shop thrown in. There i s  a 

r e p l i c a  of t h e  P k l u k a ' s  "We o f  t h e  Never Never" homestead t h e r e .  



Between Ka the r ine  and Darwin t h e  cycads start on each s i d e  o f  

t h e  r o a d ,  b u t  as I s a i d  t h i s  i s  about  palms and t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  

w a s  t h e  s t a n d  of L i v i s t o n a  Lnermis g r a c i n g  a g r a n i t e  h i l l o c k  on 

ou r  r i g h t  hand s i d e .  I missed i t ,  b u t  w a s  l a t e r  t aken  t h e r e .  

What a r e a l l y  f i n e  L i v i s t o n a  t h i s  is .  Biggest  I s a w  about  6 

me t r e s  h igh.  %a l l  f a n s  c l o t h e d  a lmos t  t o  t h e  palm's ba se ,  

each p e t i o l e ,  o r  more p r e c i s e l y  r a c h i s ,  a d i s t i n c t i v e  p ink  co lour .  

I suspec t  it does  much b e t t e r  i n  t h a t  30°c Northern  T e r r i t o r y  

d r y  c l ima te .  Compares f avourab ly  w i t h  t h e  e x o t i c  Chamerops 

h m i l i s  s i n g l e  t r u n k  which it resembles .  

Now t h e  sand palm starts i n  e a r n e s t  and I saw them i n  thousands ,  

a l l  t h rough  t h e  Nor thern  T e r r i t o r y .  L i v i s t o n a  h u m i l i s ,  a small 

d e l i g h t f u l  palm growing amongst t h e  cycads ,  g e n e r a l l y  about  1 . 5  

me t r e s  h i g h ,  b u t  many about  5 m e t r e s  'h~-keight. Seeds were from 

t h e  apex,  b l a c k  and on pendant racemes. 

91  Mills S t .  , 
WAXNERS BAY. 

N.S.W. 2282 

Dear IvTr. B u t t ,  

It i s  many y e a r s  s i n c e  I was a member of  a SGAP 

s t u d y  group in  t h o s e  e a r l y  days  my i n t e r e s t  w a s  i n  Euca lyp ts ,  

B m k s i a s  and  o t h e r  s c l e r o p h y l l o u s  A u s t r a l i a n  p l a n t s .  Gradua l ly  

my i n t e r e s t  h a s  s h i f t e d  towards  r a i n f o r e s t  2nd i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

palms. A s  a r e s u l t  my garden  which h a s  been developed over  a 

p e r i o d  of 35+ y e a r s  i s  a mix ture  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t s .  

Since  b u i l d i n g  a new house in  my o r i g i n a l  back garden about  

1 0  y e a r s  ago my i n t e r e s t  in  palms and t o  a l e s s e r  ex t en t  cycads 

w a s  r e juvena t ed .  A n u ~ b e r  of  palms, t r e e  f e r n s  and a Lepidozamia 

perof f skyana  ha.d 'sea pla.nted i n  t h i s  c r c a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  60 ' s .  

Wh~n  I r e t i r e d  18 inoii;hs ego I took  r 2 s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  

e s t c3 l i shmen t  of a palm c o l l e c ~ t i o n  a t  t h e  Hunter Z e ~ i o n  

Bo tan i c  Gardens,  a c o i x ~ u n i t y  based i n i t i a t i v e  be ing  developed 

on 140 ha,. of l a n d  o f f  t h e  P a c i f i c  Highway sou th  of Rzymond 

Terrace .  



b 

My garden  a t  Warners Bay at  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  end of Lake 

I h c q u a r i e  s o u t h  of Neivcastle i s  b u i l t  in a s h e l t e r e d  g u l l y  on 

c l a y  s o i l  and s u b j e c t  t o  temporary i nunda t ion  by a n a t u r a l  c reek  

c a r r y i n g  storm\vat e r  from a nea rby  s t r e e t  producing s u b s t ~ n t i a l  

s tormfloms a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r .  By c o n t r a s t  t h e  s i t e  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  palm c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  H.R.B.G. i s  p a r t  of  

t h e  Hunter  D i s t r i c t  Water Board ' s  to rnago  sandbeds. The l a n d  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  l e v e l  w i t h  a s l i z h t  f a l l  t o  a n a t u r a l  sir;amp on 

t h e  sou th .  A shaded zone i s  provided by a dense s t and  of N.S.W. 

Xrnass  Bush, Cheese Trees   l loch id ion f e r d i n m d i i )  and Corknood 

(Endeandra ~ i e b e r i  ) about  20 m wide running  east-west p a r a l l e l  

t o  t h e  swamp margin. A n  upper  canopy of l a r g e  D lackbu t t s ,  

Blood~voods and Angophora c o s t a t a  e x i s t s  throughout t h e  a r e a  and 

t h e  a d j o i n i n g  open f o r e s t  zone. Tbcrozamia communis and N. pau l i -  

g u i l i e l i m i  subspec i e s  f l e x u o s a  b o t h  occur  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e  former 

were common. 

In my own garden t h e  cover  i s  provided by l a r g e  Glochidion t r e e s  

which suckered  up  as soon as bush f i r e s w e r e  excluded about  35 y e a r s  

ago and v a r i o u s  e u c a l y p t s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  l a t t e r  heve tended t o  d i e  

ou t  as t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  was r e - e s k b l i a h e d .  While my garden i s  

predominant ly  A u s t r a l i m  I do have a number of e x o t i c s  growing 

i n c l u d i n g  e x o t i c  palms. 

I e n c l o s e  a l i s t  of t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  palms I have growing a t  
Warners Bay ( i n  t h e  ground) and have sdded some n o t e s  and some 

photographs  of my garden.  I a l s o  enc lose  some p l s n a  of t h e  palm 

garden I a m  deve lop ing  a t  t h e  Hunter  Region Botan ic  Gardens 

showing t h e  s p e c i e s  of palms p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  tv:o y e a r s .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

Don Morris.  





HUNTER RLGION BOTANIC G A R D E N S  

P A L M  G A R D E N  LOCATION 
/ 

Don M o r r ~ s  bn. curafar 



A u s t r a l a s i a n  P a l n ~ s  G r o w i t ~ g  a t  9 r  Mills S t r e e t  W a r n e r ' s  B a y .  
D e c e m b e r  1987 

No. o f  
S p e c i m e t ~ s  

A r c h o n t o p h o e n i x  c u n n i n g h a m i a n a  (18+) 

A r c h o n t o p h o e n i x  a l e x a n d r a e  ( 2 )  

N a t u r a l  
O c c u r r e n c e  

c ,L' ,<& hG i 
N -  S .  W g r , t , g  /7&%-dd \ 

A r c h o n t o p h o e n i x  M t .  L e w i s  ( 2 )  

A r e n g a  a u s t r a l a s i c a  

C a l a r n u s  c a r y o t o i d e s  

C a l a m u s  h o l l r u n g i i  

C a r p e n t a r i a  a c u m i n a t a  ( 2 )  

a ~ed i s f . ~ ~ - & .  ( 1 )  

H e d y s c e p e  c a n t e r b u r y a n a  

H o w e a  b e l m o r e a n a  

H o w e a  f o s t e r i a n a  

L i ~ l o s p a d i x  

L i n o s p a d i x  

L i n o s p a d i x  minor &+L'&L 
d ( 2 )  

Linospadf  x  m o n o s t a c h y a  4- Z S ) . c  
& b{h$ '~"  &A2 

( 4 )  

L i v i s t o n a  C a p e  R i v e r  ( 2 )  

L i v i s t o n a  m u e l l e r i  ( 8 )  

P t y c h o s p e r r n a  m a c a r t h u r i i  

R h o p a l o s t y l i s  b a u e r i  

R h o p a l o s t y l i s  s a p i d a  

W o d y e t i a  b i f u r c a t a  

C y c a d s  

B o w e n i a  s p e c t a b i l i s  

L e p i d o z a r n i a  p e r o f f s k y a n a  

L e p i d o z a m i a  h o p e i  

M a c r o z a m i a  p a u l i - g u i l i e l m i  f l e x u o s a  

N . Q .  

C a p e  Y o r k  N.Q. 

N . Q .  

C a p e  Y o r k  N.Q. 

N .  7'. {a- d 4 + d  '7 
C a p e  Y o r k  N . Q .  

L o r d  Howe Is.  

L o r d  Howe Is .  

L o r d  Howe Is. 

A t h e r t o n  & M t . L e w i s  
N.Q. 

C a p e  Y o r k  - T u l l y  
N . Q .  

M o u n t a i n s  N . Q .  

N . Q .  

N . Q .  

P o r t  M a c q u a r i e , Q .  
a n d  N.S.W. 

N.S .W.  

F r a s e r  Is .  Q .  

N . Q .  

M a c D o n n e l l  Ra. N . T .  

C a p e  Y o r k  N . Q .  

N . Q .  

C a p e  Y o r k  - F r a s e r  Is 
Q 

C a p e  Y o r k  N.Q.  N . T .  

N o r f o l k  I s .  

N e w  Z e a l a n d  

M e l v i l l e  Ra. 
C a p e  Y o r k  N.Q.  

A t h e r t o n  Q .  

T a r e e  N.S.W. Q .  

(1 




