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A merry seasons g r e e t i n g s  t o  you a l l ,  t h i s  i s  w r i t t e n  before  

Christmas but w i l l  r each  you i n  t h e  New Year. This h a s  been 

a h e c t i c  year  f o r  me, f u l l  of controversy,  but out of it has 

come q u i t e  a swag of va luab le  information r e  t h e  cycadales  

even from c r i t i c a l  sources  whose c r i t i c i s m  has  r e a l l y  only 

served t o  he lp  u s  a l l ,  and t o  enl ighten.  

Welcome goes out t o  s e v e r a l  new members and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  

t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  Fern s tudy group and t h e  Rainfores t  s tudy 

group who. I met a t  t h e  seminar i n  Canberra last  October. 

Palm l o v e r s  w i l l  of course know of t h e  g r e a t  r ag ing  row over 

what happened r e  t h e  f i l c h e d  seed of Wodyetia b i f u r c a t a  and 

t h e  g r e a t  row a r i s i n g  from t h e  i l l e g a l  t r a d e ,  p l u s  t h e  

r acke t  of F lo r ida  now s e l l i n g  u s  seed of our ow11 r l a l i v e  palm. 

This  happened a few y e a r s  ago but i t  t a k e s  a u t h o r i t i e s  jus t  t h a t  

l o n g  t o  g e t  i t  publ ished.  The a c t u a l  s t ands  of palm i n  t h e  

a r e a  a r e  not  th rea tened  o r  i n  any way deple ted  however, so 

what remains obvious i s  t h a t  a main' governing body, and i t  
i s  suggested t h e  p r i v a t e  Q.N. I .A.  a wel l  organised capable 

body of t h e  NATIONAL PARKS supervise  s a l e s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of any f u r t h e r  seed a s  a very needed export  f o r  our  S ta te .  

The theory  t h a t  f a l l e n  seed i n  t h e  parks should be l e f t  t h e r e  

does noth ing  t o  preserve  t h e  spec ies  but only makes more food 

f o r  rats and f e r a l  pigs .  By t h e  t ime you read t h i s  something 

w i l l  have been decided but  t h e  powers t h a t  be so l e t  u s  hope 

it i s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  f i rs t  of t h e  F o x t a i l  palm, next  of t h e  

S t a t e  of Queensland, and last  but by no means l e a s t  f o r  t h e  

non commercial and commercial grower who a p p r e c i a t e s  having 

and knowing t h i s  l o v e l y  palm. 

J u s t  a reminder t h a t  f e e s  f a l l  due June 1st. This  may seem 

e a r l y  f o r  a reminder,  but  i f  a l l  f e e s  were paid dur ing  June 

i t  would make running t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  f a r  s i m p l i e r  than  

g e n e r a l l t  wa i t ing  from 1st June t o  1st December f o r  a l l  subs. 
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A s  I s a i d  b e f o r e  t h i s  i s  a most c o n t r o v e r s i a l  y e a r  f o r  

cycada les  and i t  a p p e a r s  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e n t o  

1993. I had a good c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  John Xaconochie 

and h i s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  o u r  group w a s  ve ry  v a l u a b l e .  You may 

~ O \ Y  we used h i s  keys  v ~ i t h  permiss ion  i n  t h e  pub l i shed  Cycas 

bookle t  1990. Now i t  becomes appa ren t  h i s  n o t e s  a r e  passed 

on t o  Ken H i l l  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Herbarium of  t h e  Royal Bo tan i ca l  

Gardens of Sydney. K.D. K i l l  i s  2- competent B o t a n i s t  who i s  

doing t h e  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  F l o r a  of A u s t r a l i z  books and a p p a r e n t l y  

has  a d e d i c a t e d  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  good of t h e  cycada l e s ,  which i s  

a f r e s h  b reeze  i n  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a t t i t u d e ,  a s  many prev ious  

b o t a n i s t s  were enployed mainly  t o  a s c e r t z i n  t h e i r  weaknesses as 

t o  be  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e i r  e r a d i c a t i o n  from pr imzry  i n d u s t r i e s  l a n d .  

I tho rough ly  welcome t r u e  and ded ica t ed  s t u d y ,  everyone knows 

t h e  need of i t ,  I have a l s o  been a g a i n s t  cornon name and p l ace  

name usage  on Cycas,  b u t  where no b o t ~ n i c a l  d a t a  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  

it w a s  needed. 
I See co;nrnents th roughout  my two b o o k l e t s  r e  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  Ken H i l l ' s  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  h z s  pu t  demise t o  many 

o l d  f a v o u r i t e s ,  t h e  most p r o l i f i c  o f  t h i s  b e i n g  C .  kennedyana 

which i n  many s i t u a t i o n s  now emerges as C. megacarpa (K.  ill). 

I w i l l  n e v e r  a g r e e  t h a t  a p e r s o n ' s  name does  auch  i n  p l a n t  
nomencla ture  p re f  e r h g  t h e  u se  of  exp lana to ry  l a t i n ,  i. e. - 
megascarpa ( l a r g e  s e e d )  e t  c.  
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However i n  t h e  ca se  o f  Cycas qlGlen-Idlev@ .Blue,  t h e  new name - 
Cycas c o u t t s i a n a  a t  l e a s t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t h e  fo rmer ,  ln:hYch 

n e v e r  d i d  s ay  a n y t h i n g  aAbout t h e  spec i e s .  

In t h e  case  of " I r e n e  Champion's Blue Su rp r i s e t1  I a m  d e l i g h t e d  

t h a t  it i s  non emerged as t h e  t r u e  t y p e  C.  c a i r n s i a n a ,  and t h i s  

op in ion  dese rves  a p p l a u s e  t h a t  ou r  S.G.A.P. s I r e n e  Chzmpion cvas 

one of t h e  p i o n e e r s  t o  r e -d i s cove r  it. Yea-rs ago s h e  v,;rote t o  m e  

o f  t h e  r i c h  b l u e  vee-shape p innae  of t h e  Mt. S u r p r i s e  cycas  v ~ h i l e  

she  w a s  do ing  l a p i d a r y  s t u d y  a t  O'Brien 's  Creek. 

I recommend t h a t  a l l  members g e t  t h e  Telopeo 5 ( 1 ) September, 

1992 e d i t i o n  and tho rough ly  r ead  of t h e  nel?l namings a.nd t h e  r e a s o n s  

f o r  do ing  it. Give me your  op in ions ,  we do need t h i s  r a t h e r  t han  

j u s t  my comments. 

Another s p e c i e s ,  now named Cycas a p h i o l i t i c a  which once na.s 

War lborough  B luew,  t h a t  p u r l o i n e d  most dug up cycas  from around 

Marlborough d i s t r i c t  s. 

One e x c e l l e n t  q u o t a t i o n  from K.D. H i l l  in  Telopea September, 1992 

concerns  h y b r i d i s a t i o n  and I quote  from H i l l .  

Evidence i s  mounting t o  sugges t  t h e r e  a r e  weak f e r t i l i t y  b a r r i e r s  

between cycad s p e c i e s  ( ~ o r s t e r  1986 Nors tog 1990). Th i s  i s  shov:n 

by t h e  numbers o f  natural h y b r i d s  be ing  doscovered.  The l a c k  of 

p o l l i n a t  i o n  s p e c i f  icaWPy when combined w i t h  t h e  appa- ren t ly  weak 

i n h e r e n t  f e r t i l i t y  b a r r i e r s  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  main r e p r o d u c t i v e  

b a r r i e r  between cycas  s p e c i e s  i n  n a t u r e  be ing  geogra.phic 

s e p a r a t i o n .  Consequent ly  p o p u l a t i o n s  of  natural  cycas  s p e c i e s  

a r e  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t l y  s e p a r a t e d  and Hybrid a.nd i n t e r m e d i a t e  

zones  a r e  found where d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  have spread  t o  r ~ i t h i n  

p o p u l a t i o n  r ange  of  each  o t h e r  (unquote ) .  




