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Further Observatisns en bkcrozamia s e c t i s n  Parazaaia lomandrisider.,  
D. Jsnes S.P. November 1991 by L.P. Butt. 

Of a l l  the  s ec t i en  parazamia eccuring here i n  @eensland t h i s  taxsn 

has captured my i n t e r e s t  and imagination mere than any other.  

Certainly I have v i s i t e d  i t s  a r ea s  and etudied i t s  growth pa t t e rn  m a n y  

timee. The f i r s t  v i s i t  around 1975 ceincided with a f i e l d  t r i p  sf the  

very ac t i ve ,  but r ecen t ly  formed P.A.C.S.O.A.? NOW OPERATING AS TEE s.&. 
@B. group of t h a t  socie ty .  A very keen cane farmer, coneplant co l l e c to r  

had inv i ted  us up f o r  f i e l d  day weekend a t  his property on the  s t e ep  

banks e f  the  P l l i s t t  River t o  see  and s tudy t he  zamiad, a l ready i den t i f i ed  

a8 a l o c a l  form ef t he  type Pau l i -gu i l i e ln i  which general ly  i s  feund i n  t he  

Tin Can Bay and Cesleola National Park areas  with some s tands  almost t o  t h e  

Cympie d i s t r i c t n .  

Plants  examined en t he  f i r s t  day were on s t e ep  sloping ground within '50 

metres of the  r i v e r ,  with more v i s i b l e  on a few i s lands  out from the  badcs. 

Appearing mostly as amall bushes of s p i r a l l i n g  grass  with d e f i n i t e  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  the  t r u e  P. ~ a u l i - g u i l i e l d .  The d i f fe rence  being the  very 

much wider and th icker  pinnules on the  E l l i o t t  River p l an t s  and t h e  toothed 

apex of +any mature pinnules. These z inu te  t e e t h  occuring a l s o  on t he  

acroscopic s i d e  of pinnae near t he  top. The f a c t  t h a t  many p l an t s  of this 

taxon I have grown s ince  t h a t  period do not  f o \ \ o a  t h i s  pa t t e rn  ond have 

a complete e n t i r e  edge. This could of course have something t o  do with 

t h e i r  gender, a s  a t  a l l  my v i s i t s  t o  t h e i r  a r ea s ,  I have not seen them 

coning. The e n t i r e  rhachis  vers ions  look even more l i k e  lomandra than 

t h e  toothed versions.  

The next morning our pa r ty  was taken t o  a l m a l  farm a few kilometres 

inland along t h e  E l l i o t t  River and there  midst paddocks of tomato and 

zuchini p lant ings ,  i n  a r ecen t l y  ploughed f i e l d  w e  saw evidence of 

clumps of f r e sh ly  emerging zamiad fronds pushing through t he  broken ear th ,  

A s  this f i e l d  was needed f o r  a coming crop we ' a r e  i nv i t ed  t o  d i g  and 

remove any of this zamiad we needed. 
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Most specimens dug and rescued had tubers i n t a c t  some few had two t o  

three  heads and some were merely s ide  s l i c e s  from a tube r , " l y ing  

hor izontal ly  and growing new fronds along t h e  s l i c e ,  I had not seen 

this occurance i n  t he  zamiads before this, but i t  serves t o  prove 

the hardiness of a t  l e a s t  this species. 

Another v i s i t  t o  t h e  general a r ea  approximately four years l a t e r  and a 

very la rge  colony pea-green i n  colour were found growing under l i g h t  

small melaleuca t r e e s  i n  a heavi ly  wooded f i e l d  surrounded by many 

nat ive  shrubs. These p lan t s  showed no s ign  of any of the  usual  f i e l d  

eradication burnings and on average had t h r ee  t o  four fronds which ae  

usual had the  t yp i ca l  rhachis  twis t ing common i n  the  P. pauli-guil ielmi 

group, the  pinnules thus appearing t o  be on a l l  areae of the  rhachis,  a 

condition a l so  t yp i ca l  of t he  Tin Can Bay species.  

The la rge ,  ( t o  foo tba l l )  s i z e  subterranean caudex i n  a l l  observed very 

mature plants  and t h e  other  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  such as the  GEOLOGICAL 

t e r r a i n  of a l l  species.  I have examined po in t s  t o  a c lose r  a f f i n i t y  with 

the  l a t t e r  spec ies  r a t h e r  than t he  botanical ly  described papers t ha t  

place a s  having a very c lose  a f f i n i t y  with t h e  400 kilometres away P. 

fawcet t i i .  It i s  r e a l l y  g rea t  t ha t  a well known botanis t  now has given 

t h i s  Bundaberg, zamiad a l og i ca l  l a t i n  naming. and a l l  such study a r e  

s teps  i n  the  r i g h t  d i rec t ion .  I am a non-botanist,  and my observations 

on lomandrioides, have been, eleven v i s i t s  s ince  1970. It i s  my opinion 

t ha t  Zts neares t  -form i s  the  Tin-Can Bay type. 

On a l l  occasions I found t h i s  species growing i n  a greyish white sandy 

loam generally wi th  a f i v e  centimetre topping of white t o  off-white sand. 

Mostly with na t i ve  flowering sub-shrubs, and of ten  with low growing 

Spp. of banksia.,Where t e r r a i n  had been previously cleared general ly  the  

only regenerating fo l i age  nearby was low, spsrcely  phylloded acac ia  shrubs. 

Many specimens observed having up t o  four growing heads, but t h i s  possibly 

because of previous disturbance o r  damage. On my l a s t  v i s i t  some eighteen 

months ago I observed surveyors pegs throughmt the  a reas  so perhaps t h i s  

i n  fu ture  w i l l  add t o  the  hazzards of t h i s  species  conoe&ation-wise. 



Page 3. 

parazamia lomandrioi 
McCormacks proper ty  
1983 

Both p a u l i - g u i l i e l n i  and lomandr io ides  have crowding of t h e  pinnae 

on t h e  r h a c h i s  s tems,  i n  each c a s e  t h i s  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  

m u l t i - t w i s t i n g  of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r h a c h i s e s .  

A t  l e a s t  one o t h e r  cycadale  t a x o n o a i s t  has  d i scussed  wi th  me t h e  

p e c u l i a r i t y  of t h e  c l e a r  edge t o o t h i n g  o f  lcmandr io ides  and t h e  

complete l a c k  of i t  i n  m a y  of t h e  specimens observed,  and a second 

and perhaps more l o g i c a l  e x p l z n a t i o n  w e l l  worth d i s c u s s i o n ,  emerges, 

It i s  w e l l  known t h a t  many s p e c i e s  o v e r l a p  i n  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  so  

t h e  e n t i r e  p innae  could we l l  be  a c r o s s i n g  of paul i -mielmi. ,  wi th  

lomandr io ides  and t h e  i n t e r g r a d e d  c r o s s ,  t h e  e n t i r e  l e a f  form, 

making t h e  t o o t h e r  specimens t h e  t r u e s t  form. 

Ripening t ime  f o r  seed i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  blarch t o  A p r i l ,  

- Leonard B u t t  




