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Greet ings  once more f r i ends ,  and my thanks t o  those thoughtful  members 

t h a t  have p a i d t h e i r  dues e a r l y  o r  a t  / j t r s t d u r i n g  .. June. A s  t h i s  i s  t h e  

l a s t  week i n  J u l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  still two-thirds o f  o u r  group t h a t  have 

n o t ~ w n e  so  and t o  them, t h i s  is  a gent ly  remindera You w i l l  have noticed 

t h a t  I managed to put  in a l i t t l e  palm news l a s t  month and my thanks t o  

Mrs. B, Bosworth l o t  i t ,  

T h i s  news le t t e r  w i l l  a l s o  have a l i t t l e  more, an article by me, a l ready 

publ ished i n  Palm and Cpcadso 

AMONG THE WALKING STICK PALMS 

Linowpadiw monostachyo (syn. Bacularia)  i s  undoubtedly a very worthwhile 

species*  Indigenous t o  nor thern  N.S.W. and south-east Queensland, i t  i s  an 

understorey p a l a  of  t h e  r a i n f o r e s t  a reaso  

My f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  miniature go a s  f a r  back a s  

1931 when a s  o c h i l d  I enco'uragcd it f r o a  a German grandfather  t r y i n g  t o  

teach me the  a r t  of sword fencing. (ke of  h i s  walking canes was a 

Bacular ia ,  and t h i s  I learned was one of t h e  many s t r i p p e d  f r o a  t h e  

nor thern  N.S.W. r a i n f o r e s t s  a t  the  ending of World War 1 t o  be used a s  

walking s t i c k s  by re turning wounded diggers,  The i d e a  of  conservation 

was never t h e  i s s u e  then,  and many a c t s  of mass destruction a a i n s t  the 

f l o r a  and fauna were considered normal i n  the  name of progres 

Some specimens having a he ight  of 3 metres i n  the n o r t h  ??.So and 

were t h e  . fppe 'usually used f o r  walking canes. 

1 
Queensland Lamington Plateau have a trunk (stem) of 3 ca diameter, These 

P The dug palm had a l l  i ts r o o t s  removed genera l ly  leaving a, c y l i n d r i c a l  

t o  s l i g h t l y  oval  knobby b a l l  which when smoolhed, sanded and pol ished made 

an e x c e l l e n t  hand grip.  The stem was then cu t  t o  a d e s i r e d  length  and 

a l s o  polished, A rubber but ton  being f i t t e d  t o  the  end. The toughness 

and s t r e n g t h  of t h i s  cane has  to be experienced t o  be believed. I have 

s i n c e  seen specimens where t h e  handgrip end was o rna te ly  carved. Th i s  

a t t r a c t i v e  l i t t l e   pal^ f r o a  t h e  family Arecaceae, once known a s  Bacularia ,  

but  now placed i n t o  the  genus Linospadix, i s  extremely hardy and w i l l  grow 
-- 

i n  a wide band o f  c l i m a t i c  cond i t ions ,  bu t  i s  b e t t e r  used a s  an understorey 

palm and given some shade, 
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~ c t u a l l y  t h e  name Bacularia  d i d  mean walking s t i c k ,  while t h e  name 

change t o  Linospadix simply mean i n  a s i n g l e  sp ike  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  

in f lo rescence  of  these  palms. My f i r s t  encounter wi th  them i n  t h e i r  

h a b i t a t ,  was wi th  a group of Aust ra l ian  p lan t  e n t h u s i a s t s  around about 

1968, and i n  the  G i b r a l t a r  Ranges i n  N.S.W. We a l l  were conversant 

w i t h  t h i s  spec ies ,  but  I f o r  one had not  seen i t  i n  the  w i l d .  Most 

o f  o u r  morning walks had taken i n  t h e  rbuntant  f l o r a ,  and a l s o  soae 

f lower ing waratah, A spec ies  o f  g rass - t r ee  (Xanthorreae) was a l s o  

a very prevalent ,  Om-cl-imbing r -steep r idge  and e n t e r i n g  r e a l l y  dense 

r a i n  f o r e s t  i t  was q u i t e  an experience t o  f i n d  a g r e a t  colony of 

Linosprdix  growing beneath the  t r e e s  and Archoentophoenix palm canopyo 

Average height  was two metres with a few s l i g h t e r  l a rge r .  No seed 

was evident  but  soae p l a n t s  had many arching spikes  of  small buds, 

These would be genera l ly  greenish  cream f l o r e t s  t h e r e  being both male 

and female on t h e  same spike, Where the  crownshaft genera l ly  is ,  the  

crowded l e a f  bases were packed wi th  coarse f i b r e  b u t  the re  was no 

crownshaft. A l l  t h e  trunk stems I observed were about  3 cn. th ick  and 

t h e  stems prominently r inged from t h e  base t o  jus* about where the  

f o l i a g e  sprouted. Linospadix mnostachya has de l ica*  but dense crown, 

t h e  f u l l  l eaves  can be 90 t o  120 cn. long, t h e  a c t u a l - , 4 e a f l e t s  a r e  

p inna te ly  d iv ided i n t o  a number of  broad and narrow l e a f l e t s  each one 

being s e r r a t e d  on the  square endso The number o f  d u l l  t o  glossy green 

l e a f l e t s  i s  q u i t e  va r i ab leo  Those examined a t  the  G i b r a l t e r  Range 

had four narrow oppos i t e  p a i r s ,  one wide f i s h t a i l  p a i r ,  then a narrow 

p a i r  ending terminally wi th  a broad f i s h t a i l ,  A l l  segments point ing  

forward, 

During t h e  seven t i e s  w e  became v e q  involved withBinn*-Burra, a lodge 

s i t u a t e d  on 1000 metre peak i n  t h e  hmington National  Park, A s  I was 

involved i n  t h e i r  Greenfinger annual week f o r  n i n e  yea r s ,  t h i s  gave r e  

ample time f o r  a long assoc ia t ion  wi th  the  l i t t l e  linospadix. The palm 

grows n a t u r a l l y  i n  approximately twoi th i rds  of these  sub-tropical  

r a i n f o r e s t  a r e a s ,  and around Binna-Burra t o  O'Reil ly 's  guesthouse, the re  

would be some 200 ki lometres  of walking tracks,  

In  many of t h e  walks e s p e c i a l l y  down i n t o  the  cool  va l l eys ,  the  f o r e s t  

cenopy is r i c h  w i  t h  archoen tophoenix cunninghamiana (PICABEEN) and the  

understorey has many co lon ies  of  t h e  Linospadixo 

- 
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I n  t h e  e a r l y  autumn season t h e  a rch ing  s p i k e  f l o r e t s  becone s t r i n g s  

of  orange  t o  r e d  seed  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h i s  palm i s  s u r v i v a l  emergencies,  

bo th  t h e  emerging crown l e a v e s  and the  r ed  seed a r e  ed ib l e .  

The f l o r e t s  a r e  i n i t i a l l y  encased i n  two small  l e a f  s e p a l s ,  t h e  one 

above longer  than t h e  one  beneath. When the  top  one f a l l s  o f f  t h e  

f l o r e t  opens. I n  t h e  case  o f  t h e  male,  p a l e  yel low,  o v a t e  and opening 

only  s l i g h t l y .  The female f l o r e t  i s  g reen i sh  yel low,  sma l l e r  than the 

male,  and so  a r ranged  t h a t  t he re  a r e  one female between two males. 

f nave fmnd % h i s  l i idle- pefs, .%a .be q u i t e  v a r i a b l e ,  so much s o ,  I 

o f t e n  thought some were ano the r  spec ies .  A t  River  road ,  Peaches te r ,  

s l i g h t l y  i n l a n d  from Beerwah, i t  occurs  i n  a  100 h e c t a r e  s e c t i o n  o f  

untouched r a i n f o r e s t  s c rub  s t i l l  s t and ing  t h e  p l a n t s  a t t a i n  t h e  he ight  

o f  4.2 met res  t a l l  have a  stem t h i c k n e s s  o f  only 2.2 cm. and have 

q u i t e  a  pronounced swollen r o o t  base. The crown is  much a s  usua l  except 

t h e  l e a f  stems a r e  s h o r t e r D  Th i s  however i s  merely cons idered  a  t a l l e r  

form and about a s  b i g  a s  i t  w i l l  grow, 

'Yo sum up ,  i t  could w e l l  be asked t h a t  i f  t h i s  p l a n t  is so d e s i r a b l e  and 

w i t h  s o  many t h ings  going f o r  i t ,  why i s  i t  not  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

n u r s e r i e s ?  Seed germinat ion t akes  a t  t h e  l e a s t  six mofii-lis i n  t a e  very  

5est of c o l i d i ~ l o n s ,  rilis L ione  is Lk h ~ z s ~ - ~ r . ! ~ :  then the seed l ing  palm has 

to s i t  i n  5 cm tubes or 7.5 crn growing tubes f o r  approx. 18 irollths tc 

laec-~;fi,o 5 i g  eno~~r-4 us-- for :d-~>icle.c;aiers tc lianGlem 



I have found t ha t  t h i s  makes i t  a co l l e c to r s  piece only because 

only spec ia l i sed  nu r se r i e s  w i l l  handle it. Like t h e  seedling exo t ic  

Saba l  palm, wholesalers avoid t h i s  species because of the slow 

ini k i a l  growth pat te rn .  . Nurseries speci  a l i s i n g  i n  the Arecaceae 

'palms o r  those that selA mostly Austra l ian  p l an t s  a r e  the most . . 

l i k e l y  places t o  ob ta in  t h i s  l i t t l e  gem. I n  cu l t iva t ion  i f  o f f e r s  

few problems, being able t o  stand f u l l  sunShine (preferring half  

shade), Loving a deep r i c h  loamy s o i l ,  i t  a l s o  grows well i n  a 

shallow s o i l  i f  quant i ty  of compost i s  around i t  and smple water 

p l u s  d ra i l~age  i s  there. T11is palm will not t o l e r a t e  sllif t i n g  u n l e s s  

a f a i r  b i t  of T.L.C. i s  exercised. 

Len, P. Butt 

Terrein Xabitat ,  and Culture of Wrazamia lornandrioides 

Further invest igat ion of the area supporting the l i t t l e  macrozamia 

s e c t  parazamia seemed by me to be called fo r  following the taxonomy 

recently carr ied out by that  p r o l i f i c  wri ter  and botanical researcher 

David I. Jones, David did such s t e r l ing  work i n  naming t h i s  species, 

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  we are a few steps nearer t o  piecing the clouds of mixed 

da ta  tha t  surrounds our cycadales, 

Unfortunately I do not carry a botanical degree, so t ry  to  nuke up for 

t h i s  by enthusiastic,  f i e l d  work keen observation, and I hope some 

hor t i cu l tu ra l  common sensy. 

Applying these things, i n  our l a t e s t  journey in to  the area of t h i s  

species,  we again found the en t i r e  leafed p lants  i n  several spots 

mostly with very narrow pinnae, erect  in the frond, twisted a s  is Pa 

lonandrioidcs, and obviously an integgraded cross of Jones d e c r i b i d  

cycadaleo In  my opinion the nearest plant to  t h i s ,  and i n  a te r ra in  

which s t re tches  from Maryborough south to  Gympie, encompassing Frascr 

Is land,  i s  the Quiensland species Macrozmia sect. psrrazamia pauli- 

g u i l i e l a i ,  The fac t  that  t h i s  is so to speak a next door neighbour 

t o  P. lomandriodes, and a t  l eas t  i n  the cross so very l i k e  i t  has in 

the  past given taxonomists reason to c a l l  i t  broader leafed pauli- 

gu i l i e l a i ,  I n  my humble opinion th i s  Parazamia has closer a f f in i ty  

t o  lomandrioides than does fawcetti  which occurs hundredq,of 

kilometres away, 
w 

C r 
e ./s 

.- . 
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The described lomandrioides has qui te  a broad rachis,  much a s  i s  found in  

the  more inland r e l i c t  P. platytachis ,  but there that  s imilar i ty  ends, a s  

in  many examined plants  the pe t io le  and rochis do complete twists and 

form more the shape as  what I would describe as a question mark? Both 

lomandrioides and the cross have the same type subterranean caudex a s  does 

pauli-guilielmi that  i s  to  say ovate t o  obovate ending in  a single generally 

s t r a igh t  parsnip type root which ends in a point, 

The general s o i l  in which lonandrioides grows i s  obviously low i n  a u t r i t i o n ,  

t h e  top crust being greyish white and iron hard, the under layer,  a fawnish 

yellow sand to an undeterminate depth. Local farmer informed me .%hat a 

ploughed and furrowed f i e ld  has to  be mixed heavily w i t h  sugar bagasse to  

produce a crop and t h i s  constantly repeated, Plants observed i n  the 

habi ta t  were va r i e t i e s  of grevi l lea  banksii ,  a form of small melaleuce 

(paperbark) many small undescribed grass-trees xanthorreae, Melaleuca 

thymafolio, blue flowered Patersonias, Jacksonia, and Hardenbergia 

voilacea@ ?'here were *any more small genera of wildflowers, but these 

were the ones I observed. 

Specimens taken into cultivation in the past 10 years have responded *ll 

t o  change of habi ta t ,  some I have observed being t reated S p o t t e d  plants 

i n  deep pots to the or iginal  depth w i t h  caudex submerged, and just  a s  

successfully in shallower containers exposing some 10 cms. 0f.a 30 cn, caudex. 

Sandy s o i l  of the area nixed with p e r l i t e  seems to be successful, but the 

p lan ts  w i l l  acclimate just a s  well in  a very sandy loam wi;&h added p e r l i t e  

and hammermilled pine bark added, 

This genus does not seem to be very endangered as  ye t ,  maybe because of i t  

being physically so dissimilar to. known cycads, and i s  specifically a 

co l lec tors  curiosity piece, not a t  present thought of fo r  lan&caping but 

obviously could be used on the downslopes of terraced lando -'. . = 
L.P. BUTT 

BWBNIA SP. NORTH QUEENSLANP 

Having often heard o f ,  and received reports  of an additional form of the 

genus Bowenia, o ther than the known B. serrulata  (chamberlain) an@- Bo\aenia 

spec tabi l i s ,  I had not t i l l  very recently actually seen it,. Also knowing 

tha t  varients do occur i n  a l l  indigenous plant material, I can understand 

the hesitancy for  botanists to  name i t  and create a new species, Indeed the 

l i t t l e  I F v e  sent to Sydney author i t ies  regarding variations i n  botn tne 
LL 

spec2es of t n i s  genus has received a po l i t e l Jus t  anorher v a r i a t i e o f  wnat i s  

known ' . 
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The p l a n t  I viewed had much of the  growing hab i t  of Bo s e r r u l a t a  and l i k e  

i t  an ovoid caudex. This'may o r  may n o t  be the  normal h a b i t  a s  Bo s p e c t a b i l i s  

has  an elongated caudex general ly.  The dichotomous branching of  the  r a c h i s  

was a l s o  apparent ,  bu t  of course my ma te r i a l  was s t i l l  i n  a  very juvenile  

s tage.  The pinnae i s  what i s  so s p e c i a l ,  a s  you w i l l  s ee  i n  the  ma te r i a l  

photo copied. The pinnae/leaf , i s  every pinnae, not  j u s t  a  few on each 

stem of pet iole.  I t  came from J e l a t t i n  which I o r  t o l d  i s  i n  t h e  .%rt 

Douglas t o  Daint ree  area. 

What i s  now urgent ly  needed i f  we c a r e  t o  be termed a study group, i s  f o r  a l l  

members i n  o r  around i t s  a r e a  s l i g h t l y  North-West of Por t  Douglas a t  J e l a t t i n  

o r  inSo the  Daint ree ,  t o  look s e e  and repor t  f u r t h e r  on t h i s  p l a n t  a s  i t  j u s t  

could be worthy of  a  new species  name? 






