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SGAP G L D  R E G I O N  
- L I B R A R Y  - 

SOCIETY FOR GROWING AUS d I A N  PLANTS 

So f a r  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  s p e c i a l  y e a r  of y h a s  o n l y  been 
among c e r t a i n  members. The few who r respond  w i t h  me and - send 
s l i d e s  and c o n t r i b u t e  m a t e r i a l  g r a t e f u l  thanks .  

So come on f e l l o w  members l e t  me have a t ]  l e a s t  one l e t t e r  w i t h  j u s t  
a l i t t l e  of your  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  on t h i s  band-waggon, j u s t  
a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  q u i t e  some r e a l l y  overdue.  

The S.G.A.P; Conference a t  Langreach v o h d  have been a n  i d e a l  g e t -  
t o g e t h e r  f o r  u s  a l l  a s  one of t h e  l e c t u  s u b j e c t s  was "Western 
d r y  a r e a  Cycads". t 
However I was t h e  one l o n e  member on t h  s e x c u r s i o n .  9 
MY thanks  go o u t  t o  s e v e r a l  non-group mdmbers whose i n t e r e s t  on 
t h a t  t r i p  w a r r a n t s  t h a t  pe rhaps  t h e y  shdu ld  b e  members of t h e  s t u d y  
group a l s o .  

Again I v o i c e  t h e  r e q u e s t  that i f  you a e i n  o r  around t h e  a r e a s  
where cycads  grow p l e a s e  u s e  t h a t  camer c lose-up,  o r  c u t  a f r o n d  
and send i t  t o  m e .  I f  I g e t  enough i r c d d  m a t e r i a l  I can p o s t  i t  t o  

I a t a x a n o m z t  i n  A l i c e  S p r i n g s  t o  a s c e r t  in i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  I f  you 
w i l l  do t h i s ,  a  l a b e l  s t a t i n g  h e i g h t  o f T p l a n t  and a r e a  found i s  
n e c e s s a r y  a l s o .  

F u r t h e r  t o  t h i s  t h e r e  i s  a l i k e l i h o o d  t a t  S.G.A.P. e x c u r s i o n s  w i l l  
be  spend ing  a week-end o u t s i d e  Bundaber 1 i n  September 1981.  We hope 
t o  s t a y  on o u r  member Noel McCormackls r o p e r t y  t o  s t u d y  and perhaps  
c o l l e c t  a s e e d l i n g  o r  two of h i s  broad innaed  Macrozamia p a u l i -  
g u i l i e l m i ?  
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T h i s  i s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  none of u s  m i s s ,  s o  p l e a s e ,  i f  
i n t e r e s t e d ,  g e t  i n  touch w i t h  of P i n e  R i v e r s  S.G.A.P. 
b ranch  a s  soon as p o s s i b l e .  

Would like t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  l e c t u r e  e s t e r n  Cycads" g i v e n  on 
1 9 t h  A p r i l  a t  t h e  S.G.A.P. c o g f e r e n c e  s w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by t h o s e  
p r e s e n t .  A s  some members a r e  s h e e p / c a  l e  g r a z i e r s  t h i s  i s  v e r y  
encouraging indeed .  T 
S l i d e s  were shown, and t h e  genera  were West A u s t r a l i a n ,  
Northern T e r r i t o r y  and Queensland.  was g i v e n  t o  New 
South Wales cycads  a t  t h i s  t a l k ,  had t o  b e  main ta ined  
i n  confe rence  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  might b e  l a t e r  viewed by Longreach t o  t h e  
c o a s t  members. - 



Macrozamia moorei  a t  S p r i n g s u r e .  

My g r a t e f u l  thanks  t o  David Hockings who wcs o u r  f i r m  r i g h t a r m  
( b o t a n i c a l l y )  on t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  bus  t r i p .  
David knew -Just where t o  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  Placrazamia moorei .  

Once I scrambled o f f  t h a t  bus  and f l o u n d e r e d  a c r o s s  a  r i s e  of 
t a l l  ye l low g r a s s  j u s t  t o  g e t  2 l o n e  s h o t  of one,  and t h i s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  sun.  The j o g  back t o  t h e  bus  exhaus t sd  me, b u t  I soon recovered  
when we topped a r ise and t h e r e  on each s i d e  and down i n t o  a l a r g e  
g u l l y  was Macrozamia moorei  i n  a l l  i t s  g l o r y .  

Some had s e e d l i n g  cones  abou t  t o  b u r s t  and s p i l l  t h e i r  f r u i t ,  o t h e r s  
j u s t  s t o o d  l i k e  s o  many s e n t i n e l s  on t h e  s l o p i n g  t e r r a i n .  

T h i s  t ime  a l l  t h e  camera-bugs j o i n e d  m e  ~ n d  many s h o t s  were t aken .  
One huge specimen growing b e s i d e  a e u c a l y p t  n e a r l y  formed a n  S w i t h  
i t s  t runk .  Maybe t h e  e u c a l y p t u s  r o o t s  hzi conf ined  i ts  t r u n k  growth 
a t  an  e a r l y  a g e ?  

David Hocking t o o k  p innae  specimens and sl~awed u s  t h e  n e e d l e  s h a r p  
s p i n e  p r e s e n t  on t h e  p i n n a e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  macrozamia. H e  
mentioned t h a t  h e  once punc tured  a n  e y e - b a l l  w i t h  one  and had a few 
weeks eye  t r o u b l e .  

Mrs. Bosworth o f  V i c t o r i a  E s t a t e ,  Ingham s e n t  down some e x c e l l e n t  
s l i d e s  of c y c a s  growing i n  h e r  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t h i n g  we want done,  
and t h e y  proved a  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t  a t  t h e  confe rence  l e c t u r e .  

L a t e s t  news from o u r  l o n e  American member J u d i t h  J o n e s  of S e a t t l e  is  
t h a t  t h e  sawing o f f  of c a u d i c e s  on t h e  cycads  and t h e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  of 
r o o t s  a f t e r  t h i s  i s  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  U.S.A. 

She r e p o r t s  s e e i n g  i n  Cos ta  Rica  t h e  t r u n k s  of t h e  e x o t i c  zamia 
machete-ed and r e - r o o t i n g  on t h e  humus o f  t h e  j u n g l e  f l o o r .  

Another w r i t e r  ment ions  Copper s u l p h a t e  b e i n g  used t o  s e a l  t h e  c u t s  
and t h e  sawn t r u n k s  p laced  i n  sand and p r r l i t e  to - roo t .  




