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The Normanby Ranges and i t s  cycad - 

Vimce Winkel who i s  an exceedingly knowledgeable hor t i c u l  t u r a l i s t  has long 

been convinced t h a t  cycas normanbyana mentioned a s  being i n  the  Normanby Range 

country,  so when the  oppor tuni ty  arose ,  I was i n  the  Bowen d i s t r i c t  doing a tour 

of l e c t u r e  work among garden c lubs ,  he arranged f o r  a t r i p  i n t o  i t s  a reao  We 

headed ou t  toward C o l l i n s v i l l e  e a r l y  one morning t o  t a l k  t o  a l o c a l  garden c lub 

and t h i s  done headed toward the  ranges, Vince described and named many of the  

Bucalypts on the  way, a good d i r t  road, wel l  maintained. A s  we progressed I 

not iced  q u i t e  l a rge  clumps of cymbidium canaliculatum high i n  Bucalypts beside 

the  road too high f o r  vandals and co l l ec to r s .  This country f u r t h e r  i n  must 

have good populations of it. Further  along we found l a r g e  colonies  of  a 

Xanthooreae g r a s s  t r e e  some being qu i t e  t a l l  and even branching. Through well  

wooded country and sometimes a c t u a l l y  along dry creek beds we t r ave l l ed ,  

viewing occasionally g r a s s  t r e e  colonies  but  l i t t l e  e l s e ,  After  a long d i s t ance  

we turned through a fence and t h e  d i r t  road d e t e r i o r a t e d  1 b i t ,  narrower gut still 

t r a f f i c a b l e  by 4WD a c t u a l l y  now climbing the  range, a s e r i e s  of up and down roads 

always higher and wi th  s t e e p  g u l l i e s  sometimes t o  each side! Just  about 1 Porno, we 

s ighted  t h e  f i r s t  cycas growing beside the  road, a s t o u t  trunked specimen, ash grey 

in caudex colour,  wi th  a good head of fronds, Here I not iced  the  uppermost r ing  

s f  frond p e t i o l e s  was golden and t h a t  i t  p e r s i s t e d  i n  splashings down the rachis.  

We moved on a few hundred metres,  and cake on t o  a few more i n  small clumpings 

a l s o  j u s t  back from the  upper r i g h t  s i d e  of the vehicle. Here I took measurements, 

of  caudices ,  length  of  f ronds  and counted pinnae to  a mature frond. h o t h e r  s top  

and we stopped fo r  a d r ink  and a sandwich among the  f i r s t  s ide  o f  road colony 

heading ac ross  the  top of  and down a gully. Very not iceable  here ,  the f a c t  tha t  

some were glaucous while most were green. One I climbed across t o  had a l a r g e  

megasporophyll of very l a r g e  green seed on two t o  th ree  t o  a sporophyll,  which 

was s l i g h t l y  rusty tomentose one s ide ,  grey the other .  The wedge shape of the  

appendage was small ,  t i ny  denta t ions  on i t  and a l a r g e  acute  ap ica l  spine, The 

f l a t t e n e d  top fronds were s t i l l  gold coloured, the caudex about 2,? metres, 

Back t o  the  c a r  again and now from t h i s  point  onward the  colonies became almost 

commonplace and i n  one occasion only we a c t u a l l y  found one with new young fronds 

erupt ing  from the apex. 
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0 The colour  be ing  a most unusual o c h r e  go ld ,  Vincc  and I a t  l e a s t  a r c  now 

convinced t h i s  i s  the  p l a n t  g iven t h e  name cycas normbyana, I t  i s  t h e  on ly  

. - form i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  C, media i n  some wags excep t  f o r  the g o l d e n  

hues .  The o c h r e  new f ronds;  the' v e r y  l a r g e  o v u l e s  which I presume on ly  erld i lp 

ye1  Low/brown and t h e s e  t h i n g s  ji1on.e make i t  n o t  the normal media, 

-Len P o  But t  
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Cycas Ca i rns i ana ,  t he  M t .  s u r p r i s e  Gem. 

T h i s  e l u s i v e  spec i e s  a c c r e d i t e d  t o  F. von Huel le r  was f i r s t  desc r ibed  from 
ma te r i a l  c o l l e c t e d . b y  G.B. Arn i t  from the  Newcastle Range area.  S ince  then 

- i t  f aded -nea r ly  i n t o - o b l i v i o n  u n t i l  t he  name was-given e r r o i a y s l y  t o  another  

cycad near  Pa t fo rd  and west aga in  t o  Chil lagoe.  

Some t a x o n i s t s  were doubt fu l  about t h i s  and expressed the opinion t h e  naming 

was wrong and even t h a t  i t  might no t  s t i l l  e x i s t .  During 1985 one of t he  

members o f  t he  cycad/zamiad study group, I r ene  Champi A.S.G.A.P., n a t i v e  p l a n t  

e n t h u s i a s t  and l a p i d a r y  hobbyis t ,  s e n t  me t h e  fol lowing no te s  a f t e r  her  usual  

wander i n  the M t .  S u r p r i s e ,  gemfieldso 

The f i r s t  encounter  w i t h  t h i s  b lue  cycas ,  w a s  i n  1985 when a colony was 

discoveked- bes ide  Lower 0' Brien '  s creek amongst g r a n i t e  outcrops. All of  these  

cycas co lon ie s  a r e  on g r a n i t e  ou tcrops  and mostly on h f l l s lopes .  The 

surrounding vege ta t ion  i s  mixed low open and g ra s sy  woodland conta in ing  Acacia 

spp. Euca lypts  and t h e  yellow flowered Cochlospernum grego;ii which is q u i t e  

con,laon, I only n o t i c e d  then i n  co lon ie s  and never a s  s c a t t e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  

i s  t h e  genera l  h a b i t  o f  o t h e r  t r e e  spec i e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  which ex tends  i n  

i n  va r ious  d i r e c t i o n s  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  about  10 km. .Seed d i s t r i b u t i o n  may account 

f o r  t h i s ,  a s  t h e r e  i s  no obvious d i f f e r e n c e  between s i t e s  w k r e  they occur  and 

those where they do ngt .  C a l l i c a r p o  candicans and Phyllodium pulchellum were 

a l s o  growing i n  t h e s e  a r eas ,  There were a few specimens with a he igh t  of 3 

metres  from base t o  f rond ,  Caudex diameter  about  20 cm's no branching observed 

a l though suckering was found i n  one instance. Deeply keeled pinnae a v i v i d  

powder b lue  and Mega Sporophylis  having 3 t o  6 ovules.  Using t h i s  and o t h e r  

d a t a  ta4en a t  t h e  time I gave the  p l a n t  t he  temporary name of  champion Blue 

Surp r i se  i n  my bookle t  " In t roduct ion  t o  t h e  genus cycas i n  Aus t ra l ia"  

Fur ther  t o  t h i s  comes the  l a t e s t  d a t a  and informatioh from D r .  Ken H i l l  

Telopea 5 i n  1992 and  aga in  from David Jones  1993, t h a t  t h i s  cycas i s  the  

t r u e  type Cycas c a i r n s i a n a  long sought a f t e r  and t h e  wrong naming 

er roner ronous ly  had been given t o  t h e  Pe t ford  t o  Chi l lagoe  species .  Dr.  H i l l ' s  

d a t a  n o t e s  here  s t a t e d  c o l l e c t e d  a l s o  a t  t h e  O'Brien Creek s i t e ,  caudex 2 metres 

t a l l  r a r e l y  t o  f i v e  f ronds  60 cm t o  110 cm long ,  s t rong ly  kee le  i n  s e c t i o n  

(opposing pinnae i n s e r t e d  30 - 90 degrees  on t h e  r a c h i s  wi th  180 - 280 

pinnaerachis  te rmina ted  by pa i red  pinnae p e t i o l e  g labrous  18 - 27 cm. long)  

Unquote , . . . . . . . 
Pinnae observed by a l l  taxonomists ,  narrow and s t rong ly  recurved,  t hese  

appearing crowded bu t  evenly d i s t r i b u t e d  on t h e  rachis ,  I n t e r e s t i n g  ts note 

t h a t  s i m i l a r  colony i n  the  f o r s y t h  a r e a  had wider pinnae. U l e  .cones 20 cm's 

+ 10 cm. narrowly ovoid. Female mcgasporophylls, l o o s e  open and . . .  

* . - 
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heavily covered w i t h  white bloom, and many loose brown hairs, Ovules though 

yellow when nature thickly covered vjith pale blueish bloom. Young fronds in  

7 - the crown white to pale blue. Nibitat information i s  . . , . . , , . t ropic  

climate with usually wet summe~s, winters dry, night temperature around 8 c,, 

r a in fa l l  approx. 600 mm per annum, 

Cycas Sylvestr is  . - 
I 

For several years up t i l l  now, there has come in to  commercial orominence 

Cycas from the is,lands around the top of Australia, with much wider, thinner 

pinnae, and a much fa s t e r  growfh ra te  i n  cultivation than is  evident in  

Australian~species.  F r~m Sri-Lanka and parts  of India we get Cycas c i r c ina l i s  

from Singapore, C. rumphii, and islands down from the ?hilippines across to  

New Guinea and the Solomon%, some few others a l l  bearing some aff h i t y  to the 

c i r c i n a l i s  pat tern, 

It follows that  when the news broke that Ken W i l l  had searched for ,  found, 

and described such a cycas near the eastern t i p  of Cape York a l l  these hopes 

came to frui t ion,  From Dr. H i l l ' s  notes comes the evidence t h i s  had been 

sighted a s  f a r  back a s  1974, but in  1992 i t  was examined and described. The 

l a t i n  name emerging Cycas sy lves t r i s  (from the forests) ,  Here a t  long l a s t  a 

circinalis/rumphii type and accuring in  Australiaa The habitat  described by Ken 

H i l l  i s  the Queensland Cook d i s t r i c t  on the eastern coast of a p e  York 

teninsular on each side of the Olive River, and with some occurances south to 

the Pascse Rivero 

The area i s  thickly forested with both rainforest  and near the sand dunes has 

a melaleaca predominance, The so i l  in  that area i s  whiteish grey s i l ic ieous  

sand the species occuring also among the sand dunes. 

Although their  would appear some a f t i n i t y  to rumphii and c i r c ina l i s  H i l l ' s  

description places a l so  an a f f i n i t y  to C. media, 

Quoting d i rec t  from Hill, %lopea ( 5  number 1) dist inyuls i ied krovl otiicrr 

Australliilil spccles by  tat ~ r o a d e r  and relat ively t l ~ ~ n n c r  adult  pll~nae, the 

broad falcate  pinnae and the non-pectinate megasporophyll apex with a 

d i s t inc t  apical spine - unquoteIs 

. . . . 
T h i s  species also d i f f e r s  from i t s  pac i f ic  island cousins by having strong 

spiny petioles i n  i t s  seedling plants. Described also a s  having a caudex height 

of 3 to 4 metres with an average thickness of 15 crn's.,'the emerging young 

apical  fronds being pale green t o  grey being densely tomentose, the cataphylls 

a . . / 5  . . 
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t h i n  t o  30 cm's. long. Width of  n a t u r e  pinnae being 9 to 15 mm's., 

(comparison c i r c i n a l i s  9 t o  13 mm. ,  l e n g t h  o f  f rond  100 t o  200 cm's. 

pinnae t o  frond from 90 t o  150. Length of seed 30 t o  35 m's. s m a l l i s h  

seed.) No spongy l a y e r  t o  seed a s  s i m i l a r  p l a n t s  do have. Seeds ovoid 

ye l lowish  up t o  10 to the  m e g a ~ p o r o p h y l l ~  David J o n e s  mentions t h i s  

s p e c i e s  a l s o  d i f f e r s  from o t h e r  broad pinnaed by not  having t h e  l a r g e  

f l o a t i n g  water  d i s p e r s e d  seeds  a s  a r e  p re sen t  i n  C i r c i n a l i s  and rumphii. 

The seed o f  course i s  sma l l e r  a l so .  Tho c l ima te  i s  h o t  humid and t r o p i c a l ,  

b e s t  grown i n  t r o p i c s  or  a t  l e a s t  sub- t ropic  coas t  i n  sandy w e l l  d r a ined  

loam ( a l l u v i a l  sand)  f u l l  sun when mature b u t  some shade e a r l i e r o  Suspect 

f r o s t  t endere  

- Let. Butt  




